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BOOK VI. 

unexpected blow, by which the regent 
occasion- WES cut off, stTuck the king s party with the 
regent’?^ utmost constemation. Elizabeth bewailed his 
death as the most fatal disaster which could 
have befallen her kingdom ; and was inconsolable to a 
degree that little suited her dignity. Mary’s adherents 
exulted, as if now her restoration were not only certain, 
but near at hand. The infamy of 'tlie crime naturally 
fell on those who expressed such indecent joy at the 
commission of it ; and as the assassin made his escape 
on a horse which belonged to lord Claud Hamilton, and 
fled directly to Hamilton, where he was received in tri- 
umph, it was concluded that the regent liad fallen a sacri- 
fice to the resentment of the queen s party, rather than 
to tlic revenge of a private man. On the day after the 
murder, Scott of Buccleugh and Ker of Ferniherst, both 
zealous abettors of the queen’s cause, entered England 
in a hostile manner, and plundered and burnt the coun- 
try, the inhabitants of which expected no such outrage. 
If the regent had been alive, they would scarce have 
ventured on such an irregular incursion, nor ^uld it 
well have hs^ened so soon after his death, unlesp they 
had been privy to the crime. , ^ 

This was not the only irregulmty to whichrjlre an- 
archy that ^flowed the regent’s death gave occasion. 
During such general confusion, men hoped for univer- 
sal impunity, and broke out into, excesses of every •kind. 

VOL. II. B 


SCOTIiikNp. tl«'. 

it was impos^le^to resfhdn Uiese withoi 
setfled form of govlemm'en^ a eonventibn < 
Wdng the, nobles was held^'in'OrdOr tb deUberate con 
'cerhing tiie el^tiod-bfa' feg^t. - The queen’ 
'Peb* i*. adheient^'refusfed.' td^ present at the meeting 
and protested against fts ^rocee^n^. The king’s owi: 
imr^ was iiMsolul^ aiM -divided in opimon. Maitland . 
whom Kirkaldy 'bsd 'sei^f al%bler’ty, and who obtained 
fioin the nobles thcaialBs^ble'd a' declaration acquitting 
him of die'Orime'whi^'Kad been laid to his charge, en- 
deavoured to bring about ai 'coalition of the two parties, 
by proposing tb^admit die queen to the joint adminis- 
tration of government with her son. Elizabeth, adher- 
ing to her^cient system withyegaid toScottishaffairs, 
laboured, notwithstanding the 'splicitatiofis of Mary’s 
friends,* to multiply, and to "perpetuate the factions, 
Which tore in pieces the kingdom.' Randolph, whom she 
dispatched into Scotland on the first news of the regent’s 
death, and who was her usual agent for such services, 
found all parties so exasperated by mutual injuries, and 
so full of irreconcilable rancour]' that it cost him little 
trouble to inflame their animosity. The convention 
broke up without coming to any agreement; and a new 
meeting’, to which the nobles of ^1 parties were in- 
luted, was appointed on the 1st of May.** 

A Meantime, Maitland and Kirkaldy, who'Still 

continued to acknowledge the king’s authority, 
in TWO. ^ were at the utmost pains toWestore some degree 
of harmony among their qotmtrymen. iTiey procured 
for this purpose an amicable'conference among the lead- 
ers of Ae fwb &ctions: But while the'’ (me demanded 
the T^tomtion of the (pie^ as ^the onljiMihing which 
could re-’establish^e-^ublic'' tranquillity ; while the 
qfter deemed* the king’s htilhority to be so* sacred, 
Aat it ' W&, on no accouit^ tb’’be called i^uestion or 
impaired; and neither of them would recede in the least 
•Si4AppeDda,No.XXXiy’ " Ci»wf.Mem. iSl. CaU.1i,157. 
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be at Jibwfy wo«l«f Wbn 

*™y W the bordfiN «nj «f«^ling a powerful 
of addaiif «irit -„j ’ *? operations (<puld not 

a«. “g^iat Md strength to the Ws nartir • 

Sjs S;.. rf 

posKsaioft fac^O^ prQT6<|: kteffectuaJ if !! ^ 

“ ■MdetSwIiSd “"Wk-W 

hsnce. Morton. thi.«^=f ^ “eir usual vio- 

the king’s side, solicited eSm! fob.?*** 

■>« delay, for ie eafe,, “'«1»«, wiH- 

««e.. Tocelher .id. *^ 
Mdidaad acceded almost openlr toA 

a.ed„^.aodwLm“£^^,tS.Wi'“ 

by KiAaldjr's fivour resumpd^l. liberty 

badformetlyl^TdJSf'l'”" *«y 

so eminent for their* ahiliti^ A.„ 

Asdoa, decteiog 
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£Dde*Tonr At the Same, time they had formed a design 
kindling war between the two kingdoms. 
If they could engage thcim in hostilities, and 
i*»d, revive their apcien^ emulation and antipathy^ 
they hoped, not only to dissolve a confederacy of great 
advantage to the king’s cause, but to reconcile their 
countrymen to the queen, Elizabeth’s natural and most 
dangerous rival. With this view they had, immedi- 
ately after the murder of the regent, prompted Scott and 
Ker to commence hostilities, and had since instigated 
them to continue and extend their depredations. As 
Elizabeth foresaw, on the one hand, the dangerous con- 
sequences of rendering this a national quarrel; and 
resolved, on the other, not to suffer such an insult on 
her government to pass with impunity ; she issued a 
proclamation, declaring that she imputed the outrages 
which had been committed on the borders not to the 
Scottish nation, but a few desperate and ill-designing 
persons; that, with the former, she was resolved to 
maintain an inviolable friendship, whereas the duty 
which she owed to her own subjects obliged her to chas- 
tise the licentiousness of the latter .° Sussex and Scrope 
accordingly entered Scotland, the one on the east, the 
otlier on the west borders, and laid waste the adjacent 
countries with fire and sword.*^ Fame magnified the 
number and progress of their troops, and Mary’s adhe- 
rents, not thinking themselves safe in Edinburgh, the 
inhabitants whereof were ill>affected to their cause, 
retired to Linlithgow. There, by a public pro- 
Apiii S8. asserted the queen’s authority, 

and forbade giving obedience to any but the duke, or 
the earls of Argyle and Huntly, whom she had consti- 
tuted her 'lieutenants in the kingdom. 

The nobles who continued faithful to the 
tec ESin- king, though considerably weakened by the de- 
fection of so many of their friends, assembled at 

t. ‘ Caldertr. U. 181. ' Cabbala, 174. 
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Edinburgh on the day appointed. They issued a 
counter-proclamation, declaring such as appeared for 
the queen enemies of their country; and charging 
them with the murder both of the late king and of the 
regent. They could not, however, presume so much 
on own stren^ as to venture either to elect a re- 
gent, or to take the field against the queen’s party ; but 
the assistimce which they received from Elizabeth, 
enabled them to do both. By her order Sir William 
Drury marched into Scotland, with a thousand foot and 
three hundred horse; the king's adherents joined him 
with a considerable body of troops, and advancing 
towards Glasgow, where the adverse party had already 
begun hostilities by attacking the castle, they forced them 
to retire, plundered the neighbouring country, which be- 
longed to theUamiltons, and, after seizing some of their 
castles, and rasing otliers, returned to Edinburgh. 
j\lotivcs Under Drury’s protection, the carl of Lennox 
bci?’'j“on- •■ettirned into Scotland. It was natural to coin- 
duct«ith niit the government of tlie kingdom to him 

regard to ® ^ ^ ® ^ 

them. during the minority of his grandson. Ilis illus- 
trious birth, and alliance with tlie royal family of Eng- 
land, as well as of Scotland, rendered him worthy of 
that honour. His resentment against Mary being im- 
placable, and his estate lying in England, and his fa- 
mily residing there, Elizabeth considered him as a man, 
who, both from inclination and from interest, would act 
■in concert with her, and mrdently wished that he might 
succeed Murray in the office of regent. But on many, 
accounts, she did not think it prudent to discover her 
own sentiments, or to favour his pretensions too opmily. 
The civil wars in France', which had been excited 
partly by real and partly by pretended zeal forreligion, 
and carried on with a fierceness ffiat did it r^ dis- 
honour, appeared now to be on the point of coming to 
an issue ; and after shedding the best blood, and wast- 
ing the richest provinces in the kingdom, both.pttrties 
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desired pea2d with an ardour that, facilitated tjhte nego- 
tiations which were canyingonforthatpuipose. Charles 
IX. was known to be a pjassionate admirer of Mary’s 
beauty. Nor could he, in honour, suffer a queen of 
France, and the most ancient ally ofbis crown, to Ian- 
gfuish in her present cruel situatioi^ without attempting 
to procure her relief. He had hitherto been obliged to 
satisfy himself with remonstrating, by his ambassadors, 
against the indignity with which she had been ti'eated. 
But if he were once at lull liberfy to pursue his inclina- 
* tions, 'Elizabeth would hjpive every thing to dread from 
the impetuosity of his temper and the power of his arms. 
It therefore! became necessary for her to act, with some 
reserve, qnd not to appear avowedly to countenance the 
choice of a regent, in conten^t of Mary’s authority. 
The jealousy and prejudices of the Scots required no. 
less management. Had she openly supported Lennox’s 
claim ; had she recommended him to the convention, as 
the candidate of whom she approved ; this might have 
roused the independent spirit of the nobles, and by too 
plain a discovery of her intention, she might have de- 
feated its success. For these reasons she hesitated long 
and returned ambiguous answers to all the messages 
which she received from the king’s party. A more ex- 
plicit declaration of her sentiments was at last obtain- 
ed, and an event of an ^traordinary nature seems to 
have been the occasion of it. Pope Pius V. having 
issued a bull, whereby he excommunicated Elizabeth, 

■ deprived her of her kingdom, and absolved her subjects 
from their oath of allegiance,' Felton, an Englishman, 
bad the boldness to affix it on the gates of the bishop 
' of London’s palace. In former ages, a pope, moved by 
his o\m ambition, or pride, or bigotry, denounced this 
fatal sentence agBlost the most powerful monarchs ; but 
as the author^' of the' court of Rome was now 'less re- 
galed, its procbedings were more cautious j and it was 
only when they were roused by some powerful' prince. 



1570.] B06K VI. \7 

that the thunders of the church were ever heard. Eliza- 
beth, therefore, imputed this step, which the pope had 
taken, to a combination of the Roman Catholic princes 
against jher, and suspected that some plot was formed in 
favour of the Scottish queen. In that event, she knew 
that the safety of her own kingdom depended on pre- 
serving her influence in Scotland; and in order to 
strengthen this, idie renewed her promises of protecting 
the king's adherents, encouraged them to proceed to 
the election of a regent, and even ventured to point oiit 
the earl ofjLennox as the person who had the best title. 
That honour was accordingly conferrediipon him, in a 
convention of die whole party, held on the I2th of July.* 
i^n„„x The regent’s first care was, to prevent the 
elected meeting of the parliament, which the queen's 

party had summoned to convene at Linlithgow. 
Having effected that, he marjphed against the earl of 
Hundy, Mary’s lieutenant in the north, and forced the 
garrison which he had placed in Brechin to surrender at 
discretion. Soon after, he made himself master of some 
of the casdes. Imboldened by this successful beginning 
of his administration, as well as by the appearance 
of a considerable army, with which the carl of Sussex 
hovered on the borders, he deprived Maitland of his 
office of secretary, and proclaimed him, the duke, 
Hundy, and other leaders of the queen’s party, traitors 
and enemies of their country'’ 

Muy’t ad- In this desperate situation of their affairs, the 

queen’s adherents had recourse to the king of 
iiriih Spain, gpain,* with whom Mary had held a close cqr- 
respondence ever since her confinement in England. 
They prevailed on the duke of Alva to send two of 
his officers to take a view of the country, afld to ex- 
amine its coasts and harbours; and obtained from them 
a small supply of money and arms, w^jich were sent to 

r Spotow. 940. ‘Cald, ii. 186. S«e ApMnd. No. XXXV. 

»• CrawC Mem. 159. Cald. ii. 198. * See Append. No. XXXVL 



8 SCOTLAND. [1670. 

siinbeth the eail of Huntly.^ But this aid, so dispropor- 
tiSIJ'3* tionate to their exigeocies, would have availed 
them little. They were indebted for their s^ety 
between to a treaty which Elizabeth was carrying on, 
her sub- under colour of restoring the captive queen to 
her throne. The first steps in this negotiation 
had been taken in the month of May ; but hitherto lit- 
tle progress was made in it The peace concluded be- 
tween .the Roman Gatholick and Hugonots in France, 
and her apprehensions that Charles would interpose 
with vigour in behalf of his sister-in-law, quickened 
Elizabeth’s motions. She affected to treat her prisoner 
with more indulgence, she listened more graciously to 
the solicitations of foreign ambassadors in her favour, 
and. seemed, fully determined to replace her on the 
throne of her ancestors. As a proof of her sincerity, 
she laboured to procure a cessation of arms between 
the two contending factions in Scotland. Lennox, 
elated with the good fortune which had hitherto attend- 
ed his administration, and flattering himself with an easy 
triumph over enemies whose estates were wasted, and 
their forces dispirited, refused for some time to come into 
this measure. It was not safe for him, however, to dis- 
pute the will of his protectress. A cessation of hostili- 
ties during two months, to commence on the 3d of Sep- 
tember, was {^eed upon ; and, being renewed from time 
to time, it continued^till the 1st of April next year.' 

Soon after, Eluabeih dispatched Cecil and Sir Wal- 
ter Mildmay to the queen of Scots. The dignity of 
these ambassadors, the former her prime minister, the 
latter chancellor of the exchequer, and one of her ablest 
counsellors, conyinc^ aH parties that the negotiation 
was serious, and' the kour o£ Mary’s liberty was now 
approaching. The propositions which they made to 
her were advantageous to Elizabeth, but such as a 
prince in Mary’s situation had reason to expect The 

k Aodfn. iii. 129 ^ Cfftwf. Mem. ' Spotiw. 24^. 
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ratification ofthetreaiy of Edinburgh; the renouncing 
any pretension^ to the English croWn, during Eliza- 
betlfs own life, or that of her posterity; the adhering 
to the alliance between the two kingdoms; the pardon- 
ing her sutgects who had taken arms against her ; and 
her promising to hold no Correspondence^ and to coun- 
tenance no enterprise, that might disturb Elizabeth’s 
government; were among the chief articles. By way 
of security for the accomplishment of these, they de- 
manded that some persons of rank should be given as 
hostages, that the prince, her son, should reside in Eng- 
land, and that a few castles on the border should be put 
into Elizabeth’s hands. To some of these propositions 
Mary consented; some she endeavoured to mitigate; 
and others she attempted to evade. In the mean time, 
she transmitted copies of them to the pope, to the kings 
of France and Spain, and to the duke of Alva. She in- 
sinuated, that without some timely and Vigorous inter- 
position in her behalf, she would be obliged to accept 
of these hard conditions, and to purchase liberty at any 
price. But the pope was a distant and feeble ally, and 
by his great efforts at this time against the Turks, his 
treasury was entirely exhausted. Charles had already 
begun to meditate that conspiracy against the Hugo- 
nots, which marks his reign with such infamy ; and it 
required much leisure, and perfect tranquillity, to bring 
that execrable plan to maturity. Philip was employed 
in fitting out that fleet which acquired so much renown 
to the Christian arms, by the victory over the infidels 
at Lepanto; the Moors in Spain tlireatened an insur- 
rection ; and his subjects in the Netherlands, provoked 
by much oppression and many indignities, were break- 
ing out into open rebellion. All of them, for these dif- 
ferent reasons, advised Mary, without depending on 
their aid, to conclude the treaty on the best terms she 
could procure.® 


" Andm. voK iii. 119, ISO. 
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v^Maiy i^cordtQgly twnseoted to numy ofEli- 
zob^’a^'^mands,- and discovered a fiicilityof 
the coDr disposidoD, whjdi. promised still father coBces- 
doct of H. gjQpg gyj jjQ (SOBcession she could have made, 
would have satisfied Elizabeth, who, in spite of her re- 
peated professions of sincerity to foteign ambassadors, 
and, notwithstmiding the solemnity with which she car- 
ried on the treaty, had no other object in it, than to 
amuse Mary’s allies, and to gain time.” After having 
so long treated a queen, who fled to her for refuge, in so 
ungenerous a manner, she could not now dismiss her 
with safety. Under all the disadvantages of a rigorous 
confinement, Mary had found means to excite commo- 
tions in England, which were extremely formidable. 
What despetate eflectsof herjust resentment might be 
expected, if she were set at liberty, and recovered her 
former power? What engagements could bind her 
not to revenge the wrongs which she had suffered, nor 
to take advantage of the favourable conjunctures that 
might present themselves? Was it possible for her to 
give such security for her behaviour, in times to come, 
as might remove all suspicions and fears? And was 
there not good cause to conclude, that no future bene- 
fits could ever obliterate the memory of past injuries ? 
It was thus Elizabeth reasoned; though she continued 
to act as if her views had been entirely different. She 
appointed seven of her privy-counsellors to be com- 
missioners for settling the articles of the treaty ; and, as 
Mary had already named the bishops of Ross and Gal- 
loway, and.lord Livingston, for her ambassadors, she 
required the regent to empower proper persons to ap- 
pear in behalf of the king. The earl of Morton, 
Pitcairn abbot of Dunfermline, and Sir James 
Macgill,,were the persons dxosen by the regent. They 
prepared for their journey as slowly as Elizabeth herself 
could have wished. At length they arrived at Lon- 

” Diggei, Coropl. Amb. T6. 
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dOKi, and met the commissioners of the two 

queens. Mary ’S' ambassadors discovered the 

str<higest inblination to comply with every thing that 
would remove ’the obstacles which stood in the way of 
their mistress’s liber^. But when Morton and his as- 
sociates were called upon to vindicate their conduct, 
and to explain the sentiments of their party, they be- 
gan, in justification of their treatment of the queen, 
to advance such maxims concerning the limited pow- 
ers of princes, and the natural right of subjects to 
resist and to control them, as were extremely shocking 
to Elizabeth, whose notions of regal prerogative, as has 
been formerly observed, were very exalted. Witli re- 
gard to the authority which the king now possessed, 
they declared they neither had, nor could possibly re- 
ceive instructions, to consent to any treaty that tended 
to subvert, or even to impair it in the least degree.” 
Nothing could be more trifling and ridiculous, than 
such a reply from the commissioners of the king of 
Scots to the queen of England. His party depended ab- 
solutely on her protection j it was by persons devoted 
to her he had been seated on the throne, and to her 
power he owed the continuance of his reign. With the 
utmost ease she could have brought them to hold very 
different language ; and whatever conditions she might 
have thought fit to subscribe, they would have had no 
It ptOVCB other choice butto submit. This declaration, how- 
fnutieu. gjjg aflected to consider as an insuperable 

difficulty ; and finding that Uierewas no reason to dread 
any danger from the French king, who had not disco- 
vered that eagerness in support of Mary which was ex- 
.. pected, the reply made by Morton furnished her 

Al&rcii ^ , 

with a pretence for puttmg a stop to the nego- 
tiation, until the regent should send ambassadors with 
more ample powers. Thus, after being amused for ten 
months with the hopes of liberty, the unhappy queen 

^ CiJd. Dig^, 51. Hiyaen, yjj, 
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of Scots remained under. <8tribtef custody than ever, 
and widiout hny prospect- of scaping from it; while 
those subjects who still adhered to hi» w^re exposed^ 
without ally or protector, to the rage of enemies, whom 
their success in this negotiation rendered still more in^- 
solent.’’ 

ttambarfam On the day after the expiration of the truce, 
cutie w- ha5 been' observed with little exactness 

prised by 

the r^t on either side, ^ captain Crawford of Jordan- 
hill, a gallant .and enterprising officer, performed a 
service of great importance to the regent, by surprising 
the castle of Dumbarton. This was the only fortified 
place in the kingdom, of which the queen had kept 
possession ever since the commencement of the civil 
wars. Its situation, on the top of a high and almost 
inaccessible rock, which rises in the middle of a plain, 
rendered it extremely strong,, and, in the opinion of 
that age, impregnable; as it commanded the river 
Clyde, it was of great consequence, and was deemed 
the most proper place in the kingdom for landing any 
foreign troops that might come to Mary’s aid. The 
strength of the place rendered lord Fleming, the go> 
vemor, more secure than he ought to have been, con- 
sidering its importance. A soldier who had served in 
the garrison, and had been disgusted by some ill-usag^, 
proposed the scheme to the' regent, endeavoured- to 
demonstrate that it was practicable, and offered him- 
self to go the foremost man on the enterprise. It was 
thought prudent to risk any danger for so great a prize. 
Scaling-ladders, and whatever else might he necessary, 
were prepared with the utmost secrecy and dispatch. 
All the avenues to the castle were seized, that no in- 
telligence of the design might reach the governor. 
Towards evening Crawford marched from Glasgow 
'with, a small -hut determined band. By midnight -they 
Bi^ed at the bottom of thb rode. The moon was set, 

P Anden* Ui. 91, &c. 
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and the sky, which had hitherto been extremely dear, 
was covered with a thick fog. It was where the rock 
was highest that the assailants made their attempt, be- 
cause in that place there were few sentinels, and they 
hoped to find them least alert. The first ladder was 
scarcely fixed, when the weight and eagerness of those 
who mounted brought it to the ground. None of the 
assailants were hurt by the fall, and none of die garri- 
son alarmed at the noise. Their guide and Crawford 
scrambled up the rock, and fastened the ladder to the 
roots of a tree which grew in a cleft. This place they 
all reached with the utmost difficulty, but were still at 
a great distance from tbe foot of tlie wall, llicir lad- 
der was made fast a second time; but in the middle of 
the ascent, they met with an unforeseen difficulty. 
One of their companions was seized with some sudden 
fit, and clung, seemingly without life, to the ladder. 
All were at a stand. It was impossible to pass him. 
To tumble him headlong was cruel; and might occa- 
sion a discovery. But CraAvford’s presence of mind 
did not forsake him. He ordered the soldier to be 
bound fast to the ladder, that he might not fall when 
the fit was over; and turning the other side of the 
ladder, they mounted with ease over his belly. Day 
now began to break, and there still remained a high wall 
to scale ; but after surmounting so many great difficul- 
ties, this was soon accomplished. A sentry observed 
the first man who appeared on the parapet, and had 
just time to give the alarm, before he was knocked on 
the head. The officers and soldiers of the gaiTison 
ran out naked, unarmed, and more solicitous about 
their own safety, than capable of making resistance. 
The assailants rushed forward, with repeated shouts, 
and with the utmost fury; took possession of the 
magazine ; seized the cannon, and turned them against 
their enemies. Lord Fleming got into a small boat, 
and fled all alone into Argyleshire. Crawfordrin re- 
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ward of his valour and good conduct^^maaiffid inaste] 
of the castle; and as h^did not lose 'a single vznah ii 
the enterp^e, he fenjc^^ hij|,. Recess with^ lihmixed 
pleasure. ;^dy l^ining^ Veral^ the F^enc^ and 
Hamilton archbishop of St* *e pri- 

soners of greatest distinction.^' 

Archbishop Verac s cliara£tar ..protected him from the 
dJawWi* which <he merited by . his. activi^. in 

to^by stinring up enemies aga^t the king'.- 3Ehe r^ 

g®nt treated die ledy wi^ great politeness and 
huBM^. But a very diffeierit fate awaited the 
ar^bishop ; he was carried under a strong guard to 
tirling ; apd as he had formerly l^en attainted by act 
of parliament, be was, without , any forrnal trial, con- 
demned to be hanged; and, on Ae fourth day after he 
was taken, the sentence was executed^ An attempt 
was made to convict him of being accessary to the 
murder both of the king and regent, but these accusa- 
tions were supported by. no prooL Our historians 
observe, that he was the first bishop in Scotland, who 
died by the 'hands of the executioner. The high of- 
fices he had enjoyed, both in church and state, ought to 
hare exempted him from a punishment inflicted only 
on the- lowest criminals. But his zeal for the queen, 
his abilities, and his profession, rendered him odious 
and foimidable to the king’s adherents. Lennox hated 
him as the person by whose counsels the reputation 
and power of , &e- house of Hamilton were supported. 
Party-rage and personal eufaity dictated that indecent 
sentence, for which some colour was sought, by im- 
puting to him such odious crimes.' 

Kirkaidy The loss of Dumbarton, and the severe 
w5e*of*" tf®®tment of the archbishop, perplexed no less 
Ed^rgh th^ they enraged the queen’s party j and hos- 
tilities were renewed with all the fierceness 
' which disappointment and indignation can in- 

394. >8i>otawood, *5*. 
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spire. Kiricaldy, who, during the truce, had taken care 
to increase the number of his garrison, and to provide 
every thing necessary for his defence, issued a procla- 
mation declaring Lennox’s authority to be unlawful 
and usurped ; commanded all who favoured his cause 
to leave the town withip six hours ; seized the arras 
belonging to the citizens; planted a battery on the 
steeple of St. Giles’s, repaired the walls, and fortified 
the gates of the city ; and, thou^ the affections of the 
inhabitants leaned a different way, held out the metro- 
polis against the regent The duke, Huntly, Home, 
Herries, and other chiefs of that faction, repaired to 
Edinburgh with their followers ; and having received 
a small sum of money and some ammunition from 
France, formed no contemptible army within the walls. 
On the other side, Morton seized Leith and fortified it; 
and the regent joined him with a considerable body of 
men. While the armies lay so near each other, daily 
skirmishes happened, and with various success. The 
queen’s party was not strong enough to take the field 
against the regent, nor was his superiority so great as 
to undertake the siege of the castle or of the town.* 
Doth par- Some time before Edinburgh fell into the 
paHia”'** hands of his enemies, the regent had summoned 
a parliament to meet in that place. In order 
to prevent any objection against the lawfulness of the 
meeting, the members obeyed the proclamation as ex- 
Waj 14 “ possible, and assembled in a house at 

the head of the Cannongate, which, though 
without the walls, lies within the liberties of the city. 
Kirkaldy exerted himself to the utmost to interrupt their 
meeting; but they were so strongly guarded, ^at all 
efforts were vain. They passed an act attainting 
Maitland and a few others, and then adjourned to 'die 
28th of August* 

The other party, in order that their proceedings might 


• CkIcI. ii. $33, 
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be ccmntenfuaio^ by legal 

held a ii^eti^ of .pfi^ann^ eoi^ {^ti' ,^ere -was 
produi^ ass^^y.a||(|^^ by'l&e queen' 

of the inv^idily of ihdt deed whe^by she had' resigned 
the crotra, and cdnsentM to the coronation of her son. 
Conformable to this declaration, an act was passed pro- 
nouncing the resignation to have been extorted by fear; 
to be null in itself and in all its consequences| and 
enjoining .all good subjects to acknowledge the queen 
alone to be their lawful sovereign, and to support those 
who acted in her name. The present. establishment 
of the Protestant religion, was confirmed by another 
statute; and, in imitation of the adverse party, a new 
meeting was appointed on the 26 th of August." 

Mi.>erabie Meanwhile all the miseries of civil war de- 
solated^the kingdom. Fellow-citizens, friends, 
kiogdom. brothers, took different sides, and ranged them- 
selves under the standards of the contending factions. 
In every county, and almost in every town and village, 
king's men and queen's men were names of distinction. 
Political hatred dissolved all natural ties, and extin- 
guished the reciprocal good-will and confidence which 
holds mankind together in society. Religious zeal 
mingled itself with these civil distinctions, and con- 
tributed not a little to heighten and to inflame them. 
State of The factions which divided the kingdom were, 

faedom. jjj appearance, only two; but in both these 
there were persons with views and principles so dif- 
ferent from eadi other, that they ought to be dis- 
tinguished. With some, considerations of religion were 
predominant, and they either adhered to the queen, 
because they hoped by her means to re-establish Popery, 
or they defended tibe king’s authority, as the best sup- 
port of the Protestant faith. Among these the oppo- 
sition was violent and irreconcilable. Others were 
influenced by political motives only, or allured by views 

■ GraiK'* MeA, 177. 
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of iatei^; ^ed.at UDitiog did 

not ide^^ of lb^'%ed3e arts, oany.Qf Muy’fi 

adherd^ to adino’^e^^ authority. Mait- 

lmd %pi^ Kidlc^yiSkdjf(x^a/^''^: ‘t9^ of a 

' cti^ititiin, btiit o^;i||ltch'%£iQ8 that the qdeoa, might be 
reared to some 'J^are ili^e goveriunent, aiM^H^ king- 
dom "shdce off its de|>endrmce Upon England. 'Mbittm, 
the ablest, the most ambitiotts, add the thost powerful 
man of the king’s pdr^, held a particular course ; and 
moring only as he wtis prompted by &e court of 
England, thwarted ereiy measure that tended todrards a 
reconcilement of the fat^ems; and as he Served Eliza- 
beth with much fideli^, be derived bodi power and 
credit from her avowed protection. 

The tioee appomted by bo& jNurties for the meeting . 
of tbeir pailianients now approached. Only three 
peers and two bisheps cleared in that which was held 
in the queen’s name at Edinburgh. But, contemptible 
as their numbers were, they passed an act for attainting 
upwards of two hundred of the adverse faction. The 
meeting at Stirling was numerous and splendid. The 
regent had prevailed on the earls of Argyle, Eglinton, 
Cassils, and lord Boyd, to acknowledge the king’s au- 
thority. The three earls were among the most power- . 
ful noblemen in the kingdom, aUd had hitherto been 
zealous in the queen’s cause. Lord Boyd had been one 
of Mary’s commissioners at York and Westminster, and 
since that time had been adpitfed into all her most se- 
cret counsels. But, during that turbulent period, the 
conduct of individuals, as well as the principles of fac- 
tions, varied so often, that the Mnse of honour, 'U' chief 
preservative of consistence in character, was ea^rely 
lost; and, without any regard to decoram, men 'sud- 
denly abandoned one party, and adii^>ted'idl the violent 
passions of the other. The defecUon, ^weter, of so 
many persons of distinction, not only weakeneii^%e 
queen's party, but added repirtadon to her advertfSries. 

VOL. II. c 
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Thekin^ tike example &f lbe paiihbfeD^ttt Edii^^ 

bnrgli, thmi at Stifliiig beg;an ivith fraibing’' aeta 
against tihe' opposite fection. ^ut hi ^ midst 
of all the seoarity-i a^ich' confidence in their own nunv- 
hers- Or distsmce frcnn danger eould inspire, they 
^'P** awaked early in the morning of Septem- 

ber the tiiird, by the’ shofuts-of the miemy in the heart 
of the town.' In a moment die houses of every person 
o£'distincti<m were surrounded,^, and before they knew 
what to think of so strange an event, the regent, the 
earls of Ar^le, Morton, Giencaim, Gassils, Eglinton, 
Montrose, Bnohan, the lords- Sempil, Ctethcart, Ogil'vie, 
were all made prisoners, and mounted behind troopers, 
who were ready to carry them to Eldinburgh. Kirkaldy 
was the aiitbor of this daring.enta^ise ;'and if he had 
not been induced, by tho ilbtimed folicitude- of bin 
friends about hiasafisty, not to* haztndf his own person 
in conducting it, that day might have terminated the 
contest between the two factions, and have restored 
peace to his country. By his direction four hundred 
men, under the command of Huntly, lord Claud Hamil- 
\ ton, nnd Scott of Bucc^ugh, set out firom Edinburgh, 
Wd, the better to conceal their design, .marched to- 
• 'v^ards the south. But. they soon wheeled to the right, 
"id, horses having been provided: for the infantry, rode 
sti^igbt to Stirling. By four in the morning they ar- 
Ayed there,' not I one sentry was posted on the walls, 
t^t a ah^le man was awkke idiout the place. They 
ihet with no resistance from any person whom they at- 
ten^ted to seiw,^ except Mottonu He defended his 
house I With obstinate valour-j^hey. were obliged to set 
itun fire, a^ he did not somber tHl forced- out of it 
^tiie iHiimes. . in perfotining^|||ll|^ome time was con- 
sumed; and the ptivatto mc^iimBC'bastoraed^to regular 
^^liqik-ilnft tUur colomu, v^d Began to rifle the 
hciusto and shops of the tStizmis. The noise and up- 
roar m the town reached die castle. The earl of Mar 
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brbUy upon di^ 
whom none tid Ae.offiGem>kept to* 

a bo^. v'lW towiMni|«Rtod(:H[nM to amiit 
tfWir ^vetnof; iji widdCT«pamo:itruc|cith©’aasaUapts;' 
80^ fled, aoioo wrrendored themsdNes to flwir own 
pi^pew; and had not the boidertoa, who tolWed 
Pfeventedepuwuit, bjr canying off all the hbrtea 
WHbin the place, not a aUui would have escaped.-. ' If 
t^ regent had not nnfioitunatriy book Jolfed, 
the loss on the kiog' s side would have bees m 
mc^ideraWe as the alarm waa grant ’ 7%iR^ora<Ae> 
archbi&hop of Sf. dndfwOV, was the word amonw the 
queen’s soldiers; and -Lennox feU a sacrifioe to his 
memory. The officer to whom he surrendeifed, en- 
deavouring to protect him, lost his own life in his 
defence. He slain, accordmg to the geneitd 
e^mn, by command of lord Claud Hamilton. Kiriw 
aldy had the glory of concerting this plan with great 
secrecy and prudence ; but Morton’s fortunate obsti- 
nacy, a^ the want of discipline among , his troops, 
depived him of success, the only thing waaliog to 
render t^ equal to the most applauded militaiy e^i^ 

, prises of the kind.- , 


Marebo- *0 many of the nobles were aasancihlad 
»M regait. they proceeded without delay to the eletetioB of 

\i M * ^ Mar,, were can- 

, didates for the office. Mar was cho«« by a majority 

of voicM. Amidst all the fierce dtasensiotu which had 
prevai^ so long m ScotlaaiL he had distinguished 
hi^lf ly bis moderation. Ilia hnmanHy, arid his disx 

power was far inferior to Ai^ 
gylea^and hu abilities tiot w geeat ak MdrtoiiV he 

fetomdable to the other 
^ inhmring wlplrfy 

of the party firom immineMdesttoetiw, eentif^ 

hnted.uota. little to his pr^ermbat; ■* 
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rrucred. While these thiDgfs were carrying cm in Scot- 
land, the transactions in England were no less 
interesting^to Mary, and stiU more fatal to her 
cause. The parliament of that kingdom, which 
met in April, passed an ac^ by which it was declared 
to be bigh-treasob to claim any right to the crown 
daring the life of the queen; to affirm that the title 
of any other person was better than hers, or to main* 
tain that the parliament had not power to settle and to 
limit the order of succession. This remarkable statute 
was intended not only for the security of their own so- 
vereign, but to curb the restless and intriguing spirit of 
the Scottish queen and her adherents.' 

At this time a treaty of marriage between 
bchSe'cii*** Elizabeth and the duke of Anjou, the French 
king’s brother, was well advanced. Both courts 
doko of seemed to desire it with equal ardour, and gave 
Anjou. ^ confidence, that it could not 

fail of taking place. Neither of them, however, w'ished 
it success ; and they encouraged it for no other end, 
but because it served to cover or to promote their par- 
ticular designs. The whole policy of Catherine of Me- 
dicis Mras bent towards the accomplishment of her de- 
testable project for the destruction of the Hugonot 
chiefs ; and by carrying on a negotiation for the mar- 
riage of her son with a princess who was justly es- 
teemed the protectress of that party, by yielding some 
things in point of religion, and by discovering an in- 
difference with regard to others, she hoped to amuse 
all the Pcotesttmts in Europe, and to lull asleep the jea- 
lousy even of die Hugonots themselves. Elizabeth 
flattered Iterself with reaping advantages of another 
kind. During the dependence, of the negotiation, the 
French could not with' dectiEidy give any open assistance 
io the Scc^tdsh queen ; if they conceived any hopes of 
euctxss .ni the treaty of marriage, they would of course 
) CmdS.436. 
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interest themselves but coldly in her concerns; Mvy 
-herself must be dejected at losing an ally, whom she 
had hitherto reckoned her most |)Owerful protector ; 
and, by interrupting her correspondence with Fiance, 
one source, at leist, of the cabals and intrigues which 
disturbed the kingdom would be stopt. Both queens 
succeeded in their schemes. Catherine s artifices im> 
posed upon Elizabeth, and blinded the Hugoiiots. The 
French discovered the utmost indifference about the in- 
terest of the Scottish queen ; and Maiy, considering - 
that court as already united with her rival, turned for 
protection with more eagerness than ever towards the 
king of Spain.’ Philip, whose dark and ffioughtful 
mind delighted in the mystery of intrigue, llli.beld a 
secret correspondence with Mary for some time, by 
means of the ^shop of Ross, and had supplied bodi 
herself and her adherents in Scotland with small sums 
of money. Ridolphi, a Florentine gentleman, j^ho re- 
sided at London under (he character of a banker, and 
who acted privately as an agent for the ‘pope, was the 
person whom the bishop intru.sted with this negotiation. 
Norfolk', Mary thought it necessary likewise to commu- 
I'nfMou?^ nicate the secret to the duke of Norfolk, whom 
of M»rj, Elizabeth had lately restored to liberty, upon 
his solemn promise to have no farther intercourse with 
the queen of Scots. This promise, however, he regarded 
so little, that he continued to keep a constant corre- 
spondence with the captive queen ; while she laboured 
to nourish his ambitious hopes, and to strengthen bis 
amorous attachment by letters written in the fondest 
caressing strain. Some of these he must have received 
at the very time when be'made that solemn promise of 
holding no fiirther intercourse wiffi her, in consequence 
of which Elizabeth restored him to fiberty . Mary, still 
considering him as her future busbind, took no step in 
any matter of moment without his advice. 'She early 

> Diggn, 144. 148. Cusd. 454. 
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her ■^HA Ridolphi ; 

atid, lit ft kmg ,l«!tter,‘irtflcih Ac "wrotiB to him m ci- 
phbfi* aiftftif bompl^ing of Ac baseneiB wi A which the 
F^ch court had ahahdohftd her Atereft^ she declared 
hftt intention of implorihg the awistaiice of Ae Spanish 
motiartsh, which was now her only teSohrce ; and re- 
b^mended Ridolphi to his confidence^ as a person 
cftpable both of explaming and advancing Ae scheme. 
The diike commanded Hickford, his secretary, to deci- 
pher, and Aen to bum Ais letter; but, whether he had 
bOeh already gained by Ae courts or resolved at Aat 
time to betray his master, he disobeyed the latter part 
of, Aei oydet, and hid the letter, together wiA other 
treasoi^nlb papers, under Ae duke’s own bed. 

' Ridolphi, in a conference with Norfolk, omitted none 
of those arguments, and spared none of those promises, 
which are Ae usual incentives to rebellion. The pope, 
he told him, had a great sum in readiness to bestow in 
so good a cause. The duke of Alva had undertaken 
tp land ten Aousand men not far from London. The 
Catholics, to a man, would rise in arms. Many of Ae 
libhles were ripe for a revolt, and wanted only a leader. 
Half the nation had turned their eyes towards him, 
and called on him to revenge the unmerited injuries 
which he himself had suflfered ; and to rescue an" unfor- 
tunate queen, who ofiered him her hand and her crown, 
as the reward of his success. Norfolk approved of the 
design, and though he refused to give Ridolphi any let- 
ter of credit, allowed him to use his name in negotiat- 
ing wiA Ae pope and Alva.'* The bishop of Ross, 
who, from Ae Violetice of his temper, and impatience 
to procure r^iftf for his mistress, was apt to run into 
rash and desperate designs, advised Ae duke to assem- 
ble sectefly a few of tSs followers, and at once to seize 
Ifflizt^A’s person. But Ais Ae duke rejected as a 

• HavScj. svr, S98. Uwd«n SMe Ftoen, i. 190, See. INggei’i Conplckt 
^INI. 14 r. * Auden. IB. 161 . 
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uiioa^ MsbsiDe equally wild aad hawdow.^. 
tett''“ while, the £iag;lisb cQur^^iad reeeiy^ hd- 

AugiisL perfect infurmation of the ^t, V 
one of Ridolphi’s .agents ; .and anirocddeat^^appenedy 
which brought to.light all thc .circunn&l;aaces of it. The 
duke had employed Hickford to transmit .tp l(wd Her<- 
ries some money, which .was to be distributed.. aiuoi^^ 
Maly'S friends in Scotland. A person not in the secret 
was intrusted with conveying it to the borders, and he, 
suspecting it from the weight to.be gold> whereas be. 
had been told that it was sUver, carried it.dtf^ctly Jto^ 
the privy-council. The duke, his domestics, and all 
who were privy, or could, be suspected of being privy,^ 
to the design, were taken into custody. Never did the, 
accomplices in a .conspiracy discover 1^ hrmness, or 
^ ^ ^ servants betray an indulgent master with greater 
*** " basenesk. Every one confessed the whole of 
what he knew. Hickford gave directions how to find 
the papers which he had hidden. The duke himself, 
relying at first on the fidelity of his associates, and be- 
lieving all dangerous papers to have been destroyed, 
confidently asserted, his own innocence ; but when their 
dcpo.'sLtious and the pai>crs themselves were prpduced, 
astonished at their treachery, he acknowledged his 
guilt, and implored the queen’s mercy. His offence 
was too heinous, and too often repeated, to obtain par- 
don ; and Elizabeth thought it necessary to deter her 
subjects, by his punishpicnt, from holding correspond- 
ence with the queen of Scots, or her emissaries. Being 
tried by his peers, be was found guilty of high-treason, 
and, after several delays, s^eied death for the crime.” 

The discovery of this conspiracy prpduced many 
effects extremely detrimental to Mary’s interest. The 
bishop of floss, who app^ed, by idie codfessioh oiT all 
concerned, to be the prime mover in every cabal against 
Elizabeth, was taken into custody, bis pa^rs seai^ed, 

«Aitden.iii. 149. SMftTdlittlSfc 
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himselj^mmitted to the Tower, treated with the utmost 
rigour, .threatened with punishment, and, after 

a long confinement,' set at liberty, on condition that he 
should leave ifiie kingdom. Mary was not only de- 
prived of a servant, equally eminent for his zeal and 
his abilities, but was denied from that time the privi- 
lege" of having an ambassador at the English court. 
The Spanish ambassador, whom the power and dignity 
of the prince he represented, exempted firom such in- 
sults as Ross had suffered, was commanded to leave 
England.** As there was now the clearest evidence 
that Mary, from resentment of the wrongs she had suf- 
fered, and impatience of the captivity in which she was 
held, would not scruple to engage in the most hostile 
and desperate enterprises against the established go- 
vernment and religion, she began to be regarded as a 
public enemy, and was kept under a stricter guard than 
formerly ; the number of her domestics was abridged, 
and no person permitted to see her, but in presence of 
her keepers." 


FjhibcUi At the same time, Elizabeth, foresceincf the 
opraly Storm 'Which 'was gatnanog on the continent 
kingdom, began to wish that tran- 
P'f'J'- quillity were restored in Scotland ; and irritated 
by Mary's late attempt against her government, she de- 
termined to act without disguise or ambiguity, in favour 
of the king's party. This resolution she intimated to 


Oft. S3. leaders of both factions. Mary, she told 
them, had held such a criminal correspondence 
willi her avowed demies, and had excited such dan- 


gerous conspiracies both against her crown and her 
life, that shewould^henceforth consider her as unworthy 
of protection, and would never cemsent to restore her 
to liberty, iar less to replace her on her throne. She 
exhorted them, therefore, to unite in acknowledg ing 
the king s authority. She promised to procure, by her 

^ liij. • Strjrpf , Aon. ii. 50 . 
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mediation, equitable terms for those who had htdierto 
opposed it. But if they still cMitinOed refradtory, she 
threatened to employ her utmost pOwer to compel them 
to submit.' Though this declaration did not produce 
an immediate effect; though hostilities continued in the 
neighbourhood of Edinburgh ; though Huntly’s bro- 
ther, Sir Adam Gordon, by his bravery and good con-: 
duct, had routed the king’s adherents in the norA in 
many encounters ; yet, such an explicit discovery of 
Elizabeth's sentiments contributed not a little to animate 
one party, and to depress the spirit and hopes of the 
other.* 

As Morton, who commanded the regent’s 
iro.tmti« forces, lay at Leith, and Kirkaldy still held out 

CBrnt'd on •' i i 

between the town and castle of Edinburgh, scarce a day 
passed without a skirmish*; and while both 
avoided any decisive action, they harassed each other 
by attacking small parties, beating up quarters, and in- 
tercepting convoys. These operations, though little 
memorable in themselves, kept the passions of both fac- 
tions in perpetual exercise and agitation, and wrought 
them up, at last, to a degree of fury, which rendered 
them regardless, not only of the laws of war, but of the 
principles of humanity. Nor was it in the field alone, 
and during the heat of combat, that this implacable rage 
appeared ; both parties hanged the prisoners which they 
took, of whatever rank or quality, without mercy, and 
without trial. Great numbers suffered in this shocking 
manner; the unhappy victims were led, by fifties at a 
time, to execution ; and it was not till both sides had 
smarted severely, that they discontinued this barbarous 
practice, so reproachful to the character of the nation.^ 
Meanwhile, those in the town and.casffej though they 
had received a supply of money from the duke of Alva,‘ 
begati to suffer for want of provisioBa. As Morton had 

^ See Append. No. XXXVll. » Cold. H. 989. 994. Strype. iir 76. 
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deMw^redldl themSb in^e neig^hboi^ood (tf tike dty, 
«nwi Imd ^planted- nn&ll gairisoits in all the- houses lOif 
•teeitglh usouhd it, seasoify dail^r iocreased. Atiest 
^ the miseries of faidne mre fel^ amdthey ntuathaw 
been soon redneed to soch^extiremities, as would hare 
forced tbemloicaphialate, if;!the Ez^i^h and French 
ambassadors had not proeoied a saspension‘of hostili- 
ties between the two parlaesj^ - ; 

r^.^. Though the negotiation for, a marriage be- 
tween Elizabeth jaad the duJce of Anjou had 
been fruitless, both Charles and She were desir- 
ons of concluding a defensive alliance between 
the two crowns. He considered such a treaty not only 
as the best dOTice for blinding the Protestants, against 
whom the conspiracy was now almost ripe for execu- 
tion; but as a good precaution, likewise, against the 
dangerous consequences to which that atrocious mea- 
sure might expose him. Elizabeth; who had hitherto 
reigned without a single ally, now saw her kingdom 
so threatened with intestine commotions, or exposed to 
invasions fromabroad, thatshe was^mctremely solicitous 
to seejire the assistance of so powerful a neighbour. 
The difficulties arising frcp^ the situation of the Scottish 
queen were the ^diief occasions of any dday. Charles 
demanded some terms of advantage for Mary and her 
party. Elizabeth refused to listen to tmy proposition 
of that kind. - Her obstinacy overcame the faint efforts 
of the French monarch. Mary's imme was not somuch 
as nmntioaed in the , treaty; and with regard to Scottish 
afiaira, a short article was ipserted, in general and am- 
^ bignous 'term8,.to thir piupose.: That the par- 
* ties contraotii^ shall make no innovations in 
Scotland, nor suffer any -strangw to enter, [find >to fo- 
ment the^&ctions there-; ^Cit dmll be lawffil 'fi»r':!tke' 
queen of England tto ehostise, . by; force of anno, those 
.Scq^ who sl^ contumeA), hadhour .the rebels 

kCOd.ii.Stf. . 
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neir ia Scd^aod.”^^' In consequence of 
France and . Edsgland affe^ed to act in concert wi& 
reg^ to Scodand, and Le Choc and Sir William Druiy 
appemed diere, in- die name of tibeir jre^ecdTe «ov»< 
reigns. By dieir mediation, a truce for two mondis 
was agreed upon,and during that time conferences were 
to Tie held between the leaders of the opposite facdOu^ 
in order to accommodate their differences and rertore 
peace to the kingdom. This truce afforded a seasonable 
interval of tranquillity to the queen’s adherents in fhe 
south ; but in the nordi it proved fatal to her interest 
Sir Adam Gordon had still maintained his reputation 
and superiori^ there. Several parties, under diffsreilt 
officers, were sent against him. Some of them he at* 
tacked in the field ; against others he emjdoyed stra- 
tagem; and as his courage and conduct were equal, 
none of his enterprises &iled of success. He made war 
too with the humanity which became so gallant a man, 
and gained ground by that, no less than by die terror 
of his arms. If he had not been obliged by the truce 
to suspend his operations, he would in all probability 
have Wught that part of the kingdom to submit en- 
tirely to the queen’s authority." 
pioccrd- Notwithstanding Gordon’s bravery and sue* 
ccss, Mary’s interest was on the dedine, not 
(ffunit only in her own kingdom, but among die Eng- 
lish. Nothing could be more offensive to that 
nation, jealous of foreigners, and terrified at the prospect 
of the Spanish yoke, than her negotiations with the duke 
of Alva. The parliament, which met in May, proceeded, 
agomst her as the most dangerous vmemy (ff the king- 
dom ; and, after a solemn coxiferenoo.heitweep4he lords 
and commoni^ both houses inhiangaig.m a btB: 

to declare her guilty of high-treason, «nd depiive> 
her of aBvight of succession to thencowa. Tfaugivitf 
cause, suit wtts tiien cdled, occupied dmm durin^-jbe 

■ Diou, 170. l»l. Camdem 441. 
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wliole ^silion, (»rried bn with qibch unani- 

mify. ^^lizabetfa^ tho^^ she applauded their zeal, and 
approved greafly’ of ttie’ hpurab they were taking, was 
satisfied With shewing i^kty what shte might; expect 
from the resentment of the nation ; but as she did not 
yet think it time to prbceed to"' the most violent extre- 
mity against her, she prorogued the parlimnent." 

The Freoch Thcsc Severe proceedings of the English par- 
aegiecther Hament Were not more mortifying to Mary, 
than the coldness and neglect of her allies the 
French. The duke of Montmoi^ncy, indeed, who 
came over to ratify the league with Elizabeth, made a 
show of interesting himself in favour of the Scottish 
queen; but, instead of soliciting for her liberty, or her 
restoration to her throne, all that he demanded was a 
slight mitigation of the rigour of her imprisonment. 
Even this small request be urged With so little warmth 
or importunity, that no regard was paid to it.” 

XheiiMs. alliance with France afforded Elizabeth 

ancre uf much satisfaction, and she expected from it a 
*'“■ great increase of security. She now turned her 
whole attention towards Scotland, where the animosi- 
ties of the two factions were still so high, and so many 
interfering interests to be adjusted, that'a general pa- 
cification seemed to be at a great distance. But while 
she laboured to bring them to some agreement, an 
event happened which filled a great part of Europe 
with astonishment and with horror. This was4he mas- 
sacre at Paris ; an attenq>t, to which there is no paral- 
lel in the history of mankind, either for the long train 
of craft and dissimulation with which it was contrived, 
or for the cruelty and barbarity with which it was car- 
ried into execution. By the most solemn promises of 
safety and of favour, the leaden of the Protestants 
drawn to court ; and though doomed to destruction, 
thg^were received with caresses, loaded with honours, 

" D'Ewes, Joum. 206, &c. ® Jebb, ii. 512. 
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and treated , for sevw months^ every pb^iUe 
mark of familiarity wd of confideuce. la Ae ' 
midst of their secwityj Ae warrant for' their 
destlvction was issued by ^eir sovereig^Ot ga , whose 
word they had relied ; and, in obedience to it, their 
countrymen, their f^lowncitizens, and companioi^, im- 
brued their hands in their blopd. Ten thousand Pro- 
testants, without distinction of age, or sex, or condi- 
tion, were murdered in Paris alone. The same bar- 
barous orders were sent to. other parts of the kingdom, 
and fL like carnage ensued. This deed, which no PjC^ 
pish writer, in the present age, mentions without de- 
testation, was at that time applauded in Spain ; and at 
Rome solemn tlianksgivings were offered to God for its 
success.. But among the Protestants, it excited incre- 
dible horror ; a striking picture of which is drawn by 
the French ambassador at the court of England, in hi.s 
account of his first audience after the massacre. “ A 
gloomy sorrow,” says he, “ sat on every face ; silence, 
as in the dead of night, reigned through all the cham- 
bers of tlie royal apartment; the ladies and courtiers 
were ranged on each side, all clad in deep mourning, 
and, as I passed through them, not one besibwed 
on me a civil look, or made tlie lea.ct return to my 
salutes.”’’ 

DHrimen- But hoiTor was not the only passion with 
^kich this event inspired the Protestants ; it 
rest. 611ed them with fear. They considered it as 
the prelude to some greater blow, and believed, not 
without much probability, that all the Popish princes 
had conspired the destruction of their sect This, opi- 
nion was of.no small disservice to Maiy’s affairs in 
Scotland. Many of her adherents were Protystants ; 
and, though they wished her restoration, we^ not will- 
ing, on that account, to sacrifice the faith which they 
professed. They dreaded her attachment to a region 

P Cvie, iii. 599. 
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vhi^MUoi7)e4!Kttm»tiai93 to aMaimi 

eagagpiflbmts,, pitotdptod Aem to ipdipokaton^ 
moal.barbar^tts orim^. ^ tA :b£lhe 

Protostaqts seemed to themvUto conld 

uphold the Re^nxtotioit f^l^het. tlieijt^ag^>«|iii^ ma 
formed to overtum it Nor ^uld-tbe preMint esta^ 
blishment of religion be.loi^ mauitaiued. i|t Britida, 
but by a strict union with Elizabeth, and -by the eon* 
currence of both nations, in- espousing thd/ defence of 
it as a common cause.** i *■ ; . 

Encouraged by this .general disposition to place con- 
hdmice in her, i^izabeth resumed a.scheme which she 
had formed during the regency of the earl of Murray, 
of sending Mary as a prisoner, into Scotland. But her 
sentiments and situation weii:e now very difiereiit from 
what toey had been during her negotiation with Mur* 
ray. Her animosity against the queen of Scots was 
greatly augmented by recent experience, which taught 
her that she had inclination as wdl as power, not only 
to disturb the tranquillity of her. reign, but to wrest 
from her the crown ; the party in Gotland favourable 
to Mary was almost entirely broken ; and there was no 
reason to dread any danger from France, which still 
continued to court her friendship. She aimed, accord- 
ingly, at something very different from that which she 
had in view three years; before. Then she discovered 
« laudable solkitude, not only for the safety of Mary’s 
life, but for securing to her tsmaitment suited to her tank. 
Now she required, as an express conditibn, that inune* 
diatelynRer Maty’s arrival in Scotland,* she should be 
brought to publiq trial; and, having tio doubt that scuh 
leuce wmdd be passed aocording to. her deserts, die 
insisted that, fbr .die 'g^obd of both Icingdoms, ' it should 
be executed without delay.' No transaetioiiyperlnqM, 
in Elizabeth’s reig^ aietitetaore se»etie>bensure. Eager 
to cut shott the days of d iivd, thediyeei both of her 
«Diaia,Mi.96r.' *>iiudin,tS4. 
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hateid- 

bhma lo a^ibkh socii a> oi^!VibiMQ« mif^ ex# 
pose her^ she kbcsu«d, witH timid u p grifa r e uetra 

tifice, tQ-traoB^ die odiomitf it %^k'lieinelf’U»:|faTy'e 
ovm MtligectB.,, lixe ibi^&e lM*^ 

nour of his country, ihsd mdre ▼ikae'’dMp1o4iitnnrto 
such an ^nomioi^wpreposid'f afld Eliiabetk’did not 
venhiroto r^ew it^ - * ■'■; ■ '• *'"‘ 

ne !•> While die wao engaged in pursuing thia in- 
dnraun sidious measure, the regent was more houtor* 
'*''^7 Employed in endeavouring to negotis^ a 
tie>> general peace'among his eouirtrymen. As 'he 
laboured for this purpose with the utmost zeal, and thd 
adverse faction pla<^ entire confidence in his inte> 
grity, bis endeavours could hardly have failed of being 
successful. Maitland and Kirfcddy came so near to 
an agreement with him, that scarce any tMng remain* 
ed, except the formality of signing the treaty*^ But 
Morton had not forgotten the disappointment he met 
with in his pretensions to the regency ; his abilities, 
his wealth, and the patronage of the court of England, 
gave him greater sway with the party, than evnn the 
regent himself; and he took pleasure in thwarting 
every measure pursued by bfan. He was afiaid that; 
if Maitland and his associates recovered any share in 
the administration, his own influence would he const^ 
derably diminii^ed'; and the regent, by titciruneans, 
would acquire that ascendauli which belonged to his 
station. With him concurred all those who weie in 
possession of the lands which belonged to any of the 
quemi’s party. His ambition; and their avarice,^ firas^ 
trated the Trent’s pioos ittteniMMaMF; and vetsrded' « 
hlesaing so necessary fothO kingdom, ig the^S trf i l il h *- 
mfsUcipeaee/ ■ .■■''■'■■■v ■ 

Htoaeiiit. ^ discovoy o(theg0|fidmen iud im- 

*0 < bitiontwhiohi reigned iaxM^ his pttty, made 
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a deep impression oio. tbejegrat, who loved his ooun 
try, and wished for^peace vi^h much ardour. This iu' 
ward grief broke his ^irit, and by ..degrees brought or 
a settled melancholy, that ended in a distemper, ol 
which he died on Ihe 29th of October.. He was, per- 
haps, the onlj^ person in the kingdom who could have 
enjoyed the office of regent without envy, and have 
left it without loss, of reputation. Notwithstanding 
their mutual animosities, boffi ■ factions acknowledged 
his views to be honourable, and his i^grity to be 
uncorrupted.* 

Morton No competitor now appeared against Hor- 
rent! queen of England powerfully sup- 

Nov. «4. ported his claim, and notwithstanding the fears 
of the people, and the jealousy of the nobles, he was 
elected regent ; the fourth who, in the space of five 
years, had held that dangerous office. 

As the truce had been prolonged to the 1st of Ja- 
nuary, this gave him an opportunity of continuing the 
negotiations with the opposite party, which had been 
set on foot by his predecessor. They produced no ef- 
fects, however, till the beginning of the next year. 

Before we proceed to these, some events, hitherto 
untouched, deserve our notice. 

The earl of Northumberland, who had been kept 
prisoner in Lochlevin ever since his flight into Scot- 
land, in the yeM' 1569, was given up to' lord Hunsdon, 
governor of Berwick ; and being carried to York, suf- 
fered there the punishment of his rebellion. The king’s 
party were so sensible of their dependence on Eliza- 
beth’s protection, that’ itjffas scarcely possible for than 
to refuse patting into her hands a person who had 
taken up, arms agffinst her ; but, as a sum of money 
was pai^pn that accoMmt, and shared betwem Morton 
and Douglas of Lochlevin, the. former of whom, during 
his exile in England, had been much indebted to Nor- 

■ Cffiivf. Mem. fil. 
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thumbeiiaad’s firiend^iip, the abandoning this unhappy 
nobleman, in such a manner, to certain destruction, 
was universally condemned as a most ungrateful and 
mercenary action.* 

Affiin of This ]rear was remarjcable for a considerable 
die church, innovation in the government of the church. 
Soon after the Reformation, the Popish -bishops had 
been confirmed by law in possession of part of their 
benefices ; but the spiritual jurisdiction, which belonged 
to their ordet*, was exercised by superintendents, though 
with more moderate authority. On the death of the 
archbishop of St. Andrew’s, Morton obtained from the 
crown a grant of the temporalities of that see. But as 
it was thought indecent for a layman to hold a benefice 
to which the cure of souls was annexed, he procured 
Douglas, rector of the university of St. Andrew’s, to be 
chosen archbishop ; and, allotting him a small pension, 
out of the revenues of the see, retained .the remainder in 
his own hands. The nobles, who saw the advantages 
which they might reap from such a practice, supported 
him in the execution of his plan. It gave great offence, 
however, to the clergy, who, instead of perpetuating an 
order whose name and power were odious to them, 
wished that the revenues which had belonged to it 
might be employed in supplying such parishes as were 
still unprovided with settled pastors. But; on the one 
hand, it would have beeO) rash in the clergy to have 
irritated too much noblemen, on whom the very exist- 
ence of the Protestant church in Scotland depended ; 
and Morton, on the other; conducted his scheme with 
such dexterity, and managed, them with so much art, 
that it was at last agreed, in a convention composed of 
the leading men among the clergy, tog^her with 'a 
committee of privy<council, That the nan^^and office 
of archbishop and bishop should |>e <^ttntied during 
the king’s minori^, and these dignities be conferred 

« Criwf. Meai. 55* ftt. Cund. 445. 
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upon th6'%e9lbqaidified.uffl<nig'.1^:l*rQtestallt 
but AaV jmA regard to th^ 'spiritual jairisdicri^ 
th^ sbould be aubjedt to tho general' t^sembly bf^llu 
church.” The raids to be bbservM in their elecribn. 
and .die person who were 'to Sbp|)^'^ the place, and 
enjoy the privileges which belonged to th^p dean and 
chapter in times of Popery, were likewise particularly 
< specified.* The whole beir^ laid before toe general 
assembly, after some exceptions; to the name of arch- 
bishop, dean^ chapter. See. and aproteistationthat it should 
be considered only as a temporary constitution, until 
one more perfect could be introduced, it obtained the 
approbation of that court,^ - Even Knox, who was pre- 
vented from attending the assembly by the ill state of 
his health, though he deelaimed loudly against the 
simoniacal paction to which Douglas owed his prefer- 
ment, and blamed the nomination of a person worn out 
with age and infirmities, to an office which required 
unimpaired vigour both of body and mind, seems not 
to have condemned the proceedings of the convention ; 
and, in a letter to the assembly, approved of some of 
the regulations with respect to the election of bishops, 
as worthy of being carefully observed.’ In consequence 
of the assembly's consent to the plan agreed upon in 
tlie convention, Douglas was installed in his office, and 
at the same time an archbishop of Glasgow and a bi- 
shop of Dunkeld were chosen from among the Protes- 
tant clergy. They were all admitted to the place in 
'parliament which belonged to the ecclesiastical order. 
But in imitation of the example set by Morton, such 
bargains were made with them by different noblemen, 
as gave them possession only of a very sniall part of 
the revenues which belonged to their sees.* 

Not. * 7 . Soon after toe dissolution of this assembly, 
Knox, the prime instrument of spreading and 
of Knox, establishing the reformed religion in Scotland, 

CxW. a. 30J. > Id. 354. « Seo App. No. XXXVIU. • Spobw. S61. 
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life;Mii <1^ Alcty-a^reiilli y«ftr ag^ 

Z4i, intK^iditf, Onintatiedi^ 
he possewed m.an«iiuiieDtd<^;r)e(>. He was acquainted 
too with ^ leaining 4niltiva^. ftiiK^ tKvines'-ht that 
age ; and excelfi^ in that species of eloquence which 
is calcula^ to rouse and to inflame> maxims, 

however, were often too severe, and the impetuosity of 
his temper excessive. Rigid and uncomplying himself, 
he shewed no indulgence to the inficimdes of others. 
Regardless of the distinctions of rank and character, he 
uttered his admonitions with an .acrimony and vehe- 
mence, more apt to irritate than to reclaim. This often 
betrayed him into indecent and undutiful expressions 
with respect to the queen’s person and conduct. Those 
very qualities, however, wliich now render his charac- 
ter less amiable, fitted him to be the instrument- of Pro- 
vidence for advancing the Reformation among a fierce 
people, and enabling him to face dangers, and to sur- 
mount opposition, from which a person of a more gen- 
tle spirit would have been apt to shrink back. By an 
unwearied application to study and to business, as well 
as by the frequency and fervour of his public discourses, 
he had worn out a constitution naturally robust. During 
a lingering illness he discovered the utmost fortitude ; 
and met the approaches of death with a magnanimity 


detcriplion of Ibit •pociei of cloqiKDce tor vliicb Kmn was dutin- 
, *7 ,* *'7^? ciwteroiwrarit., Mr. Jaiwr, MoMIte, minidcr of 

^^Uier. •• Bat of aS tta bejiofiL, I l»d Uuit (l,S7 1], waa ih* coiuiog 
rftliat most notable psopbei and apostle of our nation, Mr. Jobb Rnoi. to 8* 
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ployed in acte of d§yotion^^c^or^bii^ w^th 

good meb &o.i»; despond^iijit^ <£enf 
tion in their dailjpf Mtwtoli, who 

was present at- his fiinci^, proiioiAced hi^, ^^ogitim in 
a few words,, the more hon&u^hie for Ki^x,, as they 
came foomone;whomi'|^e jMul^plj^Q^ured with pecu- 
liar severityi^* There lies He^Who never ; feared, the 
face of man,”®., ■ ' 

1ST3. Though Morton didi not d^ire peace from 
teri 7 Si?h gengrOus motives as the fomer regent, he 
‘ however, in good earnest, to establish 

it. The public confusions and calamities, to 
which he owed, his power and importance when he was 
only the. second person- imwthe . nation, were extremely 
detrimental to him now that he was raised to be the 
first. While so many of the nobles continued in arms 
against him, his authority as regent was partial, feeble, 
and precarious.' hllizabeth was no less desirous of ex- 
tinguishing the flame which she had kindled and kept 
so long alive in Scotland." She -had discovered the 
alliance with France, from which she had expected such 
advantages, to be no foundation of purity. Though 
appearaim^ of friendship still subsisted between her 
and that court, and Charles daily renewed his protesta- 
tions of inviolable a^erence to the treaty, she ^as con- 
vinced, by a fatal example, how little she ought to rely 
on the promises or' oaths of that periidious monarch. 
Her ambassador warned her that the French held secret 
correspondence with Mary’s adherents in Scotland, and 
encouraged . them in their obstinacy.® . The duke of 
Alva <»rried on his intrigues ip ^at kingdom with less 
disguise. She was peraa^ed that they would embrace 
the fimt serene interval, w^a^ jthe commotions in France 
and in the Netherlands y^^d albw them, and openly 

^ Spotsw. 966, C»Id, Yu *73. * * W- *96. 31*. 
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attegnpt to land a bodyofoien in Scotland. She resolved, 
therefore, to l^tidg in the 

sisj^Ke di«^, by 

bh draw ^e sititadon irfMaiy’a adhenpta embled the 
j^d"by CBiii;y on his h^otiatioda veidi them to 

BndKM advantagk' * "They -were no»r;divided •into 
*>(!>'• ' two factions.'fAt the bead of the,^e were Cha> 
telherault ahd HunUy. ' Maitland. and'^Kirkaldy were 
the leaders of the other. T^eir.high raaik, their exten- 
sive property, and the numbers of their followers, ren- 
dered the former considerable. ' The latter were in- 
debted for their importance to their personal abilities; 
and to the strength of the cattle of Edinburgh, which 
was in their possession. The regent had no intention 
to comprehend both in thb some treaty; but as he 
dreaded tliat the queen’s party, if it remained entire, 

would be able to thwart and embarrass bis administra- 
» 

tion, he resolved to divide and weaken it, by a separate 
negotiation. He made the drst overture to Kirkaldy 
and his associates, and endeavoured to renew the ne- 
gotiation with them, which, during the life of his pre- 
decessor, had been broken off by his own artifices. But 
Kirkaldy knew Morton's views, and system of govern- 
ment, to be very different from those of/ the former 
regent. Maitland considered him ns a personal and 
implacable enemy. They received repeated assurances 
of protection from France ; and though the siege of 
Rochelle employed the French arms at that time, the 
same hopes, which had so often deceived the party, 
still amused them, and they expected that the obstinacy 
of the Hugonots would soon' be subdued, and that 
Charles would then be at liberty to act mth vigour in 
Scottaod. Meanwhile a sr^Iy of qioiiey was sent, 
and if the casde could be held out till ^^itsunday, 
effectual aid was promised.? Mtiidand’s ^nius de- 

' Diggei, 314. 
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lighted in forming schemes that were dangerous ; and 
Kirkaldy '^lossessed the intrepidity necessary for put- 
ting them in execution. The castle, they knew, was 
so situated, that it might, defy all the regent’s power. 
Elizabeth, they hoped, would hot violate the treaty with 
France, by siding forces to his assistance ; and if the 
French should be able to land any considerable body 
of men, it might be possible to deliver the queen from 
captivi^, or, at least, to balance the influence of France 
and England in such a manner, as to rescue Scotland 
from the dishonourable dependence upon the latter, 
under which it bad fallen. . This splendid but chime- 
rical project they preferred to the friendship of Morton. 
They encouraged the negotiation, however, because it 
served to gain time ; they proposed, for the same pur- 
pose, that the whole of the queen’s party should be 
comprehended in it, and that Kirkaldy should retain the 
command of the castle six months' after the treaty was 
signed. His intei^t prompted the regeiit to reject the 
former ; his penetration discovered the danger 'of com- 
plying with the latter; and all hopes of accommodation 
vanished.'^ 

As soon as the truce expired, Kirkaldy began to fire 
on the ci^ of Edinburgh^ which, by the return of the 
inhabitants whom he had expelled, was devoted as 
zealously as ever to the king's cause. But, as the regent 
had now set on foot a treaty with Chatelherault and 
Huntly, the cessation Of arms still continued with them. 
Accepted They were less scrupulous than the other 
herauit uiii putty, sttd listened eagerly to his overtures. 
HunUy. dukc was naturally unsteady, and the 

approach of old age increased his irresolution, and 
aversion to action. The.mismie8 of civil discord had 
afflicted Scotland almost^tiveyeaia, a length of fime far 
hggond the duration of any former contest. The war, 
of doing service, had been detrimental to the 

^Mdv. 395, file* 
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queen; and more ruinous than any foreign invasion 
to the kingdom. In prosecuting it^ neither party had 
gained much honour ; both had suffered, great losses^ 
and had exhausted thqir own estates in wasting those 
of their adversaria. Thq commons were in the utmost 
misery, and longed ardently for a peacc^ which might 
terminate this fruitless but destructive qiuuprel. 

Articles of ^ great step was tidcen toward this desirable 
Feb'sT' ' treaty concluded , at Peirth, be- 

tween the regent on one hand, and Chatel- 
herault and Huntly on the other, under the mediation 
of Killegrew, Elizabeth s ambassador.'^ The chief ar- 
ticles in it were these : That nil the parties comprehend- 
ed in the treaty should declare tlieir approbation of the 
reformed religion now established in the kingdom ; 
that they should submit to the king's government, and 
own Morton’s authority as regent; tliat they should ac- 
knowledge every thing done in opposition to the king, 
since his coronation, to be illegal ; that on both sides 
the prisoners who had been taken should be set at li- 
berty, aud t}\e estates which had been feurfeited should 
be restored to their proper owners ; that the act of at- 
tainder passed against the queen s adherents should be 
repealed, and indemnity gi-anted for all the crimes of 
which they had been guilty since the 15tli of June, 
1567; and that the treaty should be ratified by the 
common consent of both parties in parliament.'' 
si«g«or Kirkaldy, though absuidoned by his asso- 
ofVSin^ ciates, who neither discovered solicitude nor 
burgh. made provision for his safety, did'not lose cou- 
rage, nor entertain any thcHights of accommodation.' 

V See Appcndii, Xo. XXXIX. ^ Cnmt* Mein.)5l. 

* Melvil, whuse brother, Sir Robert, wes one of ihoee leho joined with KUkaldy in 
the defence of the cnatlc. and who was liiniacJf fitronirtjf nMnqhed to tlicir pnrt^. 
Mterts that Kirkaldy offered to accept of any reatonalm tetin* of coinpotiikjn, but 
that aft his offers were rejected by the rq^ent. Mehrf MO* ' as Elisabeth was* 
at that time, cTtremely desiroos of restoring peace ia Scotia^, atid her ambassador 
Kltlegrew, as well at the earl of Rothes, used their otthost ^eaeoors to persuade 
Kirkaldy to accede to the treaty of Perth, U' Mertui more inedible to Impale the 
contiaatace of bostilities lo Kifkaldy% ohstinacy, hb ^tmst of Moi1op,or his 
hope of Toieigo aid, tliaa to any other cante. 

Tlwl thb was really the case, is evident from the pofttivc testimony ofSpoUw. 
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Though all Scotian^ had now sutnnitted to the king, 
he still resolved . to. defebd. the. castle in the queen’s 
name, and to wait the. arrival of the promised succours. 
The rdgent was . in want ofv.eveiy thing necessary for 
carrying on a ?iege. . But l^abelhj^whoi detennined 
at any rate to, bring. the dissensions, in Scotland to. a 
period before ^e French couhl'find leisure . .to' take part 
in the quarrel, soon , forded ‘him sufficient supplies. 
Sir WUliam Draiy marched intq: Scotland lyith fifteen 
hundred foot, and a ccmsidefalde train. of artillery. The 
regent joined him with, all his, forces; and trenches 
were opened and ' approaches regularly carried on 
April * 5 , ^S“o*t the castle. Kirkaldy, though discdii'- 
raged by the loss of a great sunr of money re- 
mitted to him from France, and which fell into the 
regent’s hands through the treachery of Sir James Bal- 
four, the most corrupt man of that age, defended him~ 
self with bravery augmented by despair. Three-and- 
thirty days he resisted all the efforts of the Scotch and 
Fnglish, who pushed on their attacks with, cdurage, 
and with emulation. Nor did he demand a parley, till 
the fortifications were battered down, and one of the 
wells in the castle dried up, and the other choked with 
■rubbish. Even then, his spirit was pnsubdued, and 
he determined rather to fall gloriously behind the last 
intrenchment, th.an to yield to his inveterate enemies. 
But his gai;rison was not animated with the , 

or desperate resolution, and rising in a .mutiny, forced 
M«y * 9 . capitulate^' He surrendered himself to. 

Drury, who promised, in the name of his mis-, 
tress, that .he. should be favourably treated. Together 
with him, James Kirkaldy hb brother, lord Home, Mait- 
land, Sir. Robert M^vil, a few . citizens of Edinburgh, 

and about one hundred aisd sixty soldie;^;^ were made 
prisoners.*' .'. 
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Several of the' racers, who had been kept in pay 
during the war, jire^led on their men to accompany 
them into the Country, and entering in^ the 
service of the Stato, added, by their gallant b'eha^bur, 
to the r^>utat3oni'%r ihilitaiy virtiie a^hicli -has always 
been the characteristic of the Scottish natij^ 

Rrriew of .Thus hy thc tfeafy with Chatieibi^ult and 
Hundy, and the aairender of the Castle, the 
partie*. jjj Scotland were broug]^ Sto a peiriod. 

When we re^dew the state of the nation,, and compare 
the strength of the two factions, Mary’s partisans among 
the nobles appear, manifestly, to have been superior 
both in numbers and in power. But these ad van- > 
' tages were more than counterbalanced by others, which 
their antagonists enjoyed. Politicfd abilities, military 
skill,- and all the talents which times of action form, or 
call forth, appeared chiefly' on the king’s side. Nor 
could their enemies boast of any man, who equalled 
the intrepidity of Murray, tempered with wisdom ; the 
profound sagacity of Mortota ; the subtle genhis, and 
insinuating address, of Maitla!nd ; or the successfiil va- 
lour of Kirkaldy ; alhof which were, at firrt, employed 
in laying the foundations of the king’s authority. On 
the one side, measures were concerted with prudence, 
and executed With vigour ; on the other, th^ resolu- 
tions were rash, and their conduct feeble. The people, 
animated with zeal for religion, andproniptcd by indig- 
nation against the queen, warmly supported the king’s 
cause. ‘ The clergy threw the whole weight of their 
popularity into the same scale. By means of these, as 
well as by the powerflfl ihte^sitiop of Bugled, 
king’s government was Anally 'established^ ''Idary lost 
even that shadow of sovereignty, which; all her ‘ 

sufiernigs she hid hithmdo reteli^ 6f her 

own subj^ts. . At she was no longer pennitted to have 
ah^ai nl i g Muai^r M.tiie court of jEnglaaid, the only mark 
of dignity whi^ sh^ had^ for some time, enjoyed there. 
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she must henceforth be considered as an exile .stripped 
of all the ensigns of royally ; guarded with anxiety in 
the one- kingdom, and. totally deserted or forgotten in 
the other. ... 

Ktrkaidy Kirkaldy and his assooiatra remained in 
put to Drury’s custody, and were treated by him with 

great humanity, until the queen o£ England, 
whose prisoners they were, should determine their fate. 
Morton insisted that they should suffer the punishment 
due to their rebellion and .obstinacy; and declared 
that, so long as they were allowed to live, he did not 
reckon his own person or authority secure ; and Eliza- 
beth, without regarding Drury’s honour, or his pro- 
mises in her name, gave them up to the regent's dis- 
posal. He first confined them to separate prisons; 

. . . and soon after,;with Elizabeth’s consent, con- 

■ demned Kirkaldy, and his brother, to be hanged 
at the cross of Edinburgh. Maitland, who did not 
expect to be treated more favourably, prevented the 
ignominy-of a public execution by a voluntary death, 
and “ »ided his days,” says Melvil, " after the old Ro- 
man fashion.”' 

While the regent was wreaking his vengeance on the 
remains of her parly in Scotland*. Mary, incapable of 
affording them any relief, bewailed their misfortunes in 
the solitude of her prison. At the same time her health 
began to be much impaired by confinement and want 
of exercise. At the entreaty of the French ambassador, 
lord Shrewsbury, her keeper, was permitted to conduct 
her to Buxton-wells, not far from Tutlibury, the place 
of her imprisonment. Cecil, who had lately been 
created baron of Burleigh, and lord high treasurer of 
England, happened to be there at the same time. 
Though no minister ever entered more warmly into die 
views of a sovereign, oir gave stronger proofs of his 
fidelity and attachment, than this great man, yet such 

• Mclv. 24Z. 
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was Elizabeth’s distrust of every person who approached 
the queen of Scots, that her suspicions, in consequence 
of this interview, seem to have extended even to him ; 
and while Mary justly reckoned him her most dan* 
gerous enemy, he found some difficulty in persuading 
his own mistress that he was not partial to that un- 
happy queen.” 

The duke of Alva was this year recalled from the 
government of the Netherlands, where his haughty and 
oppressive administration roused a’spirit, in attempting 
to subdue which, Spain exhausted its treasures, ruined 
its armies, and lost its glory. Requesens, who suc- 
ceeded him, was of a milder temper, and of a less en- 
terprising genius. This event delivered Elizabeth from 
the perpetual disquietude occasioned by Alva’s nego- 
tiations with the Scottish queen, and his zeal for her 
interest. 

j 574^ Though Scotland was now settled in profound 

pnVt'id- of the evils which accompany civil 

restraints of law, which, 
illSes ’ lo times of public confusion, are little ir^rded 
even by civilized nations, were totally despised 
by a fierce people, unaccustomed to a regular admi- 
nistration of Justice. «The disorders in every comer of 
the kingdom were become intolerable ; and, under the 
protection of the one or (he other faction, crimes of 
every kind were conunitted with immunity. The regent 
set himself to redress these, and by his industry and 
vigour, order and security were re-established in the 
kingdom. But he lost the reputation due to this im- 
portant service, by the avarice which he discovered in 
performing it; and his own exactions became more 
pernicious to the nation than all the irregularities 
which he restrained.* Spies and informers were every 
where employed; the remembrance of old offences 
was reviv^; imaginary crimes were inveitted; petty 

“ Strype. ii. 248. 268. •• See Aj)|>end. No. X 
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trespasses were aggravated; and delinquents were 
. forced to compound for their lives bj the payment of 
exorbitant fines.. At the^ same time i:be current coin 
' was debased licences were sold for canyirig on pro- 
hibited branches of commerce ; unusual taxes were im- 
posed on commodities ; and all the refinements in op- 
pression, from which nations so imperfectly polished 
as the Scots are usually exempted, were put in practice. 
None of these were complained' of more loudly, or with 
greater reason, than his injustice towards the church. 
The thirds of benefices, out of which the clergy received 
their subsistence, had always been slowly and irregu- 
larly paid to collectors, appointed . by the general as- 
sembly ; and during the civil wars, no payment could 
be obtained in several parts of the kingdom. Under 
colour of redressing this grievance, and upon a promise 
of assigning every minister a stipend within his own 
parish, the regent extorted from the church the thirds 
to which they had right by law. But the clergy, in- 
stead/ of reaping any advantage from this alteration, 
found that payments became more irregular and dila- 
tory than ever, ' One minister was commonly bur- 
dened with the care of four or five parishes, a pitiful 
salary was allotted him, and the. regent’s insatiable 
avarice seized on the rest of the fund,'* 

The death of Charles IX. which happened this year, 
was a new misfortane to the Scottish queen. Henry 
III., who succeeded him, bad not the same attachment 
to her person ; and his jealousy of the house of Guise, 
and obsequiousness to the queen-mother, greatly alien- 
ated him from her interest. ■ 

* The comipUoo of the.coio* duriiig Morton’s Adoamutratioiit'wis very gre&t. Al- 
though the quantity of corrent money coined out of a pound of bullion, was gra- 
dually iocreaidd bv former, princes, the sUndard or fiheneas luffisred little alteration, 

, and the mixture of alloy was nearly the same arith what is now used. But Morton 
mixed a fourth, part of alloy with every pound of lUver, and atfnk, by ccasequeoce, 
the value of ooiu in proportion. In tl|e year 1581« the money coined by him was 
called in, and appointed to be recoillM* The standard was restored to the same 
puri^ as formerly. Ruddttn. Praef. to Andersi Diplom. p. 74* 

e Crawf. Metu. ^pofiw^ 278. Cald. iL 480. 427. 
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,j75. The death of the duke of Chatelherault must 
.im. 2«. likewise be considered as some loss to Mary. 
As the parliament had frequently declared him next 
heir to the crown, this entitled -him to great respect 
among his countrymen, and, enabled him, .more ^an 
any other person in the kingdom, to counterbalance the 
regent’s power. 

Soon after, at one of .the usual interviews between 
the wardens of the Scottish and English marches, a 
scuffle happened, in which the English were worsted ; 
a few killed on the spot ; and Sir James Forrester, the 
warden, with several gentlemen who attended him, 
taken prisoners. But both Elizabeth and the regent 
were too sensible of the advantage which resulted from 
the good understanding tliat subsisted between the two 
kingdoms, to allow this slight accident to interrupt it. 
Aiieiiipti The domestic tranquillity of the kingdom was 
elegy in some danger of being disturbed by another 
"heepisco- Though the pcrsons raised to the dig- 

piii order, nity of bishops possessed very small revenues, 
and a very moderate degree of power, the clingy, to 
whom the regent and all his measures were become 
extremely odious, began to be jealous of that order. 
Knowing that corruptions steal into the church gra- 
dually, under honourable names and upon decent pre- 
tences, they were afraid that, from such small begin- 
nings, the . hierarchy might grow in time to be as 
powerful and oppressive as ever. The chief author of 
these suspicions was Mr. Andrew Melvil, a man dis- 
tinguished by his, uncommon erudition, by the severity 
of his manners, and the intrepidity of his mind . But, bred 
up in the retirement of a college, he was unacquainted 
with the arts of life ; and being more attentive to the 
ends which he pursued, than to the mes^ which he em- 
ployed for promoiting &em, he often defeated -laudable 
design by the impetuosily and iippradence with which 
he carried, them on. : A question was moved by him’in 
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the assembly, “ whethef the office of bishop, as now 
exercised in the kingdom, were agreeable to the word 
of God ?” In the ecclesiastical judicatories, continual 
complaints were made of the bishops for neglect of doty, 
many of which Iheir known remissness too well justified. 
The bjsht^ of Dunkeld, being accused of dilapidating 
bis benefice, was found guilty by the assembly. The 
regent, instead of checking, connived at these disputes 
about ecclesiastical government, as they diverted the 
zeal of the clergy from attending to his daily encroach- 
ments on the patrimony of the church.** 

1.W6. ■ The weight of the regent’s oppressive admi- 
*"*• itistration had, hitherto, fallen chiefly on those 

tates some , 

of the in the lower and middle rank ; but he began 
nobles. ^ steps as convinced the nobles, 

that their dignity would not long exempt them from feel- 
ing the efiects of his power. An accident, which was a 
frequent cause of dissension among the Scottish nobles, 
occasioned a difference between the earls of Argyle and 
Athol. A vassal of the former had made some depre- 
dations on the lands of the latter. Athol took arms to 
punish the offender ; Argyle to protect him ; and this 
ignoble quarrel they were ready to decide in the field, 
when the regent, by interposing his authority, obliged 
them to disband their forces. Both of them had been 
guilty of irregularities, which, though common, were 
contrary to the letter of the law. Of these the regent 
took advantage, and resolved to found on them a charge 
of treason. This design was revealed to the two earls 
by one of Morton’s retainers. The common danger to 
which they were exposed, compelled them to forget old 
quarrels, and to unite in a dose cemfederacy for their 
mutual defence. Their junction rendered them for- 
midable ; they .despised the summons which die regent 
gave them to appear before a court of justice ; and he 
was obliged to desist from any forther prosecution. 

4 Cald. Assemblies, 1574, &c. Johns! Hist. 15. 
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Bttt'the injury he intended made a deep impression on 
their minds, and drew upon him severe vengeance.^ 
Nor Vras he more successful in an attempt which he 
made, to load lord Claud Hamilton with the gailt of 
having formed a con^iracy against his life. Though 
those who were supposed to be his accomplices were 
seized and tortured, nojevidence of any thing criminal 
appeared ; but, on tlie contrary, many circumstances 
discovered his innocence, as well as the regent's secret 
views in- imputing to him such an odious design.' 

The Scottish nobles, who were almost equal 
They turn iq tlicir inonarcbs in power, and treated by them 

tncir eyes ^ ^ 

towards with much distinction, observed these arbitrary 
Hie king. pfQceedings of a regent with the utmost indig* 
nation. The people, who, under a form of government 
extremely .simple, had been little accustomed to the 
burden of taxes, complained loudly of the regent's 
rapacity. And all began to turn their eyes towards 
the young king, from whom they expected the redress 
of all their grievances, and the return of a more gentle 
and more equal administration. 

.lames was now in the twelfth year of his 
and**'i'v" Thc quccn, soon after his birth, hadcom- 

posiUou. mitted him to the care of the carl of Mar, and 
during the civil wars he had resided securely in tlie 
castle of Stirling. Alexander Erskiiie, that nobleman's 
brother, had the chief direction of his education. Un- 
der him, the famous Buchanan acted as preceptor, 
together with three other masters, the most eminent tho 
nation afforded for skill in those sciences which were 
deemed necessary for a prince. As the young king 
.shewed an uncommon passion for learning, and made 
great progress in it, the Scots fancied that they al- 
ready discovered in him all those virtues which the 
fondness or credulity of subjects usually ascribes to 
princes during their minority. But, as James was still 

f Crawf. Mem. 283. • Ibid. *87. 
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far from, that age at .which' the law perjnitted hidi to 
assume the reihs of government, tj^(^>regent did iiot 
sufficiently attend to iffie sentiments -of the people, tior 
reflect how naturall}^' these prejudices in his favour 
, might encourage the king to anticipate that period.-. He 
not only neglected to secure the friendship of those who 
were about the king’s person,^ and who possessed his 
ear, but had even exasperated some of them by personal 
He is 90S- injuries. Their resentment concurred with the 
fhete**^ ambition of others, in infusing into the king 
gents early suspicious of Morton’s power and designs, 
power. ^ king, they told him, had often reason to fear, 
seldom to love, a regent. Prompted by ambitioii, and 
by interest, he would endeavour to keep the prince in 
perpetual infancy, at a distance from his subjects, and 
unacquainted with business. A small degree of vigour, 
however, was sufficient to break the yoke. Subjects 
naturally reverence their sovereign, and become impa- 
tient of the temporary and delegated jurisdiction of a 
regent. Morton had governed with rigour unknown 
to the ancient monarchs of Scotland. The nation 
groaned under his oppressions, and would welcome 
the /prospect of a milder administration. At present 
the king’s name was hardly mentioned in Scotland, his 
friends were without influence, and his favourites with- 
out honour. But one effort would discover Morton’s 
power to be as feeble as it was arbitrary. The sa;me 
attempt would put himself in possession of his just au- 
thority, and rescue the nation from intolerable tyranny. 
If he did not regard his own rights as a king, let him 
listen, at least, to the ories of his people.’ 

•A plot These suggestions made a . deep impression 
the young king, who was trained up in an 
opinion that he was born to command. ; His 
approbation of the design, however, was of small con- 
sequence, without the concuirence of^t^-nobles^ -The 

• MeIvU, S«9. 
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eaiis of Argyle and A&ol, two of die most powerful of 
that body, were^im^ed with implacable resentment 
against the re^^t. To them the cabal in Stirling-castle 
communicated the plot which was on foot ; and they 
entering warmly into it, Alexander Erskine, who, since 
the death of his brother, and during the minority of 
his nephew, had the command of,tliat (brt, and tlie 
custody of the king's person, admitted them secretly 
into the king's presence. They gave him the same 
account of the misery of his subjects, under the regent's 
arbitrary administration ; the^ complained loudly of 
the injustice with which themselves had been treated, 
and be.sought the king, as the only means for redressing 
the grievances of the nation, to call a council of all the 
nobles. James consented, and letters were issued in 
his name for that purpose ; but the two carls took care 
that they should be sent only to such as were known to 
bear no good-will to Morton.” 

The number of these was, however, so' considerable, 
that on the day appointed, far the greater part of the 
nobles assembled at Stirling ; and so highly were they 
incensed against Morton, that although, on receiving 
intelligence of Argyle and Athol’s interview with Ae 
1S78. ^‘^d made afcinta.s if he would resign 

March 4 . jjjg rcgcncy, they advised the king, without re- 
garding this offer, to deprive him of his office, and to 
take the administration of government into his own 
hands. Lord Glamis the chancellor, and Herries, were 
appointed to signify this resolution to Mofton, who 
was at that time in Dalkeith, his .usual place of resi- 
Hcicsigiu dence. Nothing could equal the joy with 
Ml office, vhich this unexpected resolution filled the na-' 

and retires. » _ . * . • i i 

tion, but the surprise occasioned by the seem- 
ing alacrity with which the regent d^ended from so 
liigh a station. He neither wanted iagacity to iioresee 
the danger (^ idngning, nor inclination to keep posses- 

■ Spotsw. *78. 
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sion of an office, for the expiration of which the law 
had fixed so distant a term. But all the sources 
whence the faction of which he was head derived their 
strength, had either failed, or now supplied his adver- 
saries with the means of humbling him. The com- 
mons, the city of Eidinburgh, the clergy, were all totally 
alienated from him, by his multiplied oppressions. Eli- 
zabeth, having lately bound herself by treaty, to send 
a considerable body of troops to the assistance of the 
inhabitants of the Netherlands, who were struggling for 
liberty, had little leisure to attend to the affairs of Scot- 
land ; and as she had nothing to dread from France, 
in whose councils the princes of Lorrain had not at that 
time much influence, she was. not displeased, perhaps, 
at the birth of new factions in the kingdom. Even 
those nobles, who had long been joined with Morton 
in faction, or whom he had attached to his person by 
benefits, Glamis, Lindsay, Ruthven, Pitcairn the secre- 
tary, Murray of Tullibardin, comptroller, all deserted 
his falling fortunes, and appeared in the council at 
Stirling. So many concurring circumstances convinced 
Morton of his own weakness, and determined him to 
givis way to a torrent, which was too impetuous to be 
resisted. He attended the chancellor and Her- 
Marcii IS. ^ Edinburgh ; was present when the king's 

acceptance of the government was proclaimed ; and, 
in the presence of the people, surrendered to the king 
all tlfe authority to which he had any claim in virtue 
of his office. This ceremony was accompanied with 
such excessive joy and acclamations of the multitude, 
as added, no doubt, to the anguish which an ambitious 
spirit must feel, when compelled to renounce supreme 
power i and convinced Morton how entirely he had 
lost the affections of his countrymen. He obtained, 
however, from the king an act containing the appro- 
bation of every thing done by him in the exercise of his 
office, and a pardon, in ffie most ample form that his 
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fear or caution could devise, of all past offences, crimes, 
and treasons. The nobles, who adhered to the king, 
bound themselves under a gr^t penalty, to procure the 
ratification of this act in the first paiiiament.'' 

Continues A council of twelve peers was appointed to 
assist the king in the administration of afiSairs. 
thc"«(Uxrso Morton, deserted by his own par^^ and unable 
patty. to struggle with the &ction which governed 
ab.solutcly at court, retired to one of his seats, and 
seemed to enjoy the tranquillity, and to. be occupied 
only in the amusements, of a country life. His mind, 
however, w'as deeply disquieted with all the uneasy 
reflections which accompany disappointed ambition, 
and intent on schemes for recovering his former gran- 
deur. £)vcu in this retreat, which people called the 
Lion's Den, his wealth and abilities rendered him formi- 
dable ; and the new counsellors were so imprudent as 
to rouse him, by the precipitancy with which they 
hastened to strip him of all the remains of power. 
They required him to surrender the casdeof Edinburgh, 
which was still iu his possession. He refused at first 
to do so, wd began to prepare for its defence ; but the 
citizens of Edinburgh having taken arms, and repulsed 
part of the garrison, which was sent out to guard a 
convoy of provisions, he was obliged to give up that 
important fortress without resistance. Thi.s encouraged 
his adversaries to call a parliament to meet at Edin- ' 
burgh, and to multiply their demands upon him, in such 
a manner, as convinced him that nothing less than his 
utter ruin would satisfy their inveterate hatred. 

Their power and popularity, however, began already 
to decline. The chancellor, the ablest and most mo- 
derate man in the party, having been killed at Stirling, 
in an accidental rencounter between lus followers and 
those of the earl of Crawford; Atiiol, who was ap- 
pointed his sneoessor in that high office,* t^c carls of 

> Spolnr.WB. Cnwf. M«in. iS9. CaU.ii. 
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Eglinton^ Caithness, , and lord. Ogilvie, all the prime 
favourites at court, were mther avowed Prists, or sus-, 
.pected df leaning to the cqpinions :bf that' sect.. In an 
age when the return of Popery wa? so much end so 
jusdy dreaded, this gave universal alarm. As Merton 
had always treated' the Papists with rigour, this unsea* 
sonable fhvour to pees'ons of ' that religion made -all 
zealous Protestants remember that circumstance in his 
administration with great praise.^ 

Hesamet ’ Morton, to whom none of these particulars 
Ilk foimr were unknown, thought this the proper- juncture 
auUion^. getting to work the instruments which he had 
been preparing. Having gained the confidence of the 
earl of Mar, and of the countess his mother, he insinu- 
ated to them, that Alexander Erskine had formed a plot 
to deprive his nephew of the government of Stirling- 
castle, and the custody of the king’s person ; and easily 
induced an ambitious woman, and a youth of twenty, 
to employ force to prevent this supposed injury. The 
April 26 repairing suddenly to Stirling, and being 
’’ ' admitted as usual into the castle with his at- 

tendants, seized the gates early in the morning, and 
turned out his uncle, who dreaded iio danger from his 
hands. The soldiers of the garrison submitted to him 
as their governor; and, with little danger and no effusion 
of blood, he became master both of the king’s person, 
and of the fortress.' 

An event so unexpected occasioned great constema- 
llbn. Though Morton’s hand did not appear in the exe- 
cution, he was universally believed to be the author of 
the -attempt. The new counsellors saw it to be neces- 
sary, for their own. safety,, to change their measures, 
and, instead of pursuing him with such implacable re- 
sentment, to enter into.tenns c# accommodation with an 
adversary, still so capable of creating them trouble. 
Four were named, on each side, to adjust their differ- 

1 SpoUw. 283 . 1 c»ld. ii. 535. 
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ences. They met not far Srom Dalkeith; and when 
they had brought matters near a conclusion, Morton, 
who was too Mgacious not to improve the advantage 
which their security and dieir attention to the treaty 
afforded hhn, set out in the night«time for Stirling, and 
having gained Murray of Tullibardin, Mm's' 
* uncle, was admitted by him into the castle ; and 
managing matters there with his usual dexterity, he soon 
had more entirely the command of the fort, than the earl 
himself. He was likewise admitted to a seat in the privy- 
council, and acquired as complete an ascendant in it.* 
As the time appointed for the meeting of parliament 
at Edinburgh now approached, this gave him some 
anxiety. He was afraid of conducting the young king 
to a city whose inhabitants were so much at the devo- 
tion of tlie adverse faction. He was noi'less unwilling 
to leave James behind at Stirling. In order to avoid 
this dHemma, he issued a proclamation in the king's 
name, changing the place of meeting from Edinburgh 
to Stirling-castle. This Athol and his party represented 
as a step altogether unconstitutional. The king, said 
they, is Morton’s prisoner ; the pretended counsellors 
are his slaves ; a parliament, to which all the nobles 
may repair without fear, and where they may deliberate 
with freedom, is absolutely necessaiy' for settling the 
nation, after disorders of such long continuance. But 
in an assembly, called contrary to all form, held within 
the walls of a garrison, and overawed by armed men, 
what safety could members expect? what liberty coidd 
prevail in debate ? or what benefit result to the public ? 
jui s$ parliament met, however, on the. day ap- 
‘ pointed, and, notwithstanding the protestation 
of the earl of Montrose and lord>Lindsay, .in the name 
of their party, proceeded to business. The lung’s ac- 
ceptence of the government was confirmed ; the act 
granted tO Morton, for his security, ratified ; some rc- 

> CaU. fi. 696. 
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gelations with fegard to! the numbers smd authoriiy of 
the priVy-council,‘were agreed upon ; and a pension for 
life granted to the countess of Mar, whd‘'^ad been so 
instrumental in bringing about the late revolution.’’ 
Argyie Meatlwhile Argyle, Athol, and their follow-: 

ers, took arms, upon the specious pretence of 
ngninsthim. ^scuing the king from captivity, and the king- 
dom from oppression James himself, impatietit of the 
servitude in which be was held, by a man whom he had 
long been taught to hate, secretly encouraged their en- 
terprise ; ■ though, at the same time, he was obliged not 
only to disavow them in public, but to levy forces against 
thenx, and even to declare, by proclamation, that he was 
perfectly free from any constraint, either upon 

August 11. , . ^ , •n ^ T> y • 1 • 1 1 1 

his person or bis will. Both sides quickly took 
the field. Argyle and Athol were at the head of seven 
thousand men ; the earl of Angus, Morton’s nephew, met 
them with an army five thousand strong ; neither party, 
however, was eager to engage. Morton distrusted the 
fidelity of his own troops. The two earls were sensi- 
ble that a single victory, however complete, would not 
be decisive ; and as they were in no condition to under- 
take the siege of* Stirling-castle, where the .king was 
kept, their strength would soon be exhausted, while 
Morton's own wealth, and the patronage of the queen 
of England, might furnish him -with endless resources. 
Eiiziteth By the mediation of Bowes, whom Elizabeth 
had sent into Scotland to negotiate an accom- 
modation between the two factions, a treaty was 
then. conclude, in consequence of which, Ai^le 
and Athol were admitted into the king’s presence ; some 
of their party were added to the privy-council ; and a 
convention of nobles «alled, in order to bring all re- 
maining differences to an amicable issue.' 

As soon as James assumed duit government intd his 
own hands, he dispatched.the abbot of Dunfermline to 
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inform Elizabeth of that event; to offer to renew the 
alliance between the two kingdonis; and to demand 
possession cff the estate which had lately fallen toliim 
by the death of his grandmother the countess of Lennox. 
That lady's second son had left one daughter, Arabella 
Stewart, who was bom in England. And as the chief 
objection against the pretensions of the Scottish line to 
the crown of England, was that maxim of English law, 
which excludes aliens from any right of inheritance 
within the kingdom, Elizabeth, by granting this de< 
roand, would have established a precedent in’ James's 
favour, that might have been deemed decisive with re- 
gard to a point which it had been lier constant cam to 
keep undecided. Without suffering this delicate ques- 
tion to be tried, or allowing any new light to be thrown 
on that which she considered as the great mystery of 
her reign, she commanded lord Burleigh, master of the 
wards, to sequester the rents of the estate ; and by this - 
method of proceeding, gave the Scottish king early 
warning how necessary it wAild be to court her favour, 
if ever he hoped for success in claims of greater im- 
portance, but equally liable to be controverted.'* 

After many delays, and with much diffculty, 
tlie contending nobles were at last brought to 
som'e agreement. But it was followed by a tragical 
event. Morton, in token of reconcilement, having in- 
vited the leaders of the opposite party to a great enter- 
Aprii 24. Athol the chancellor was soon after 

taken ill, and died within a few days. '](Jhe 
symptoms and violence of the disease gave rise to strong 
suspicions of his being poisoned ; and though the phy- 
sicians, who opened his body, differed in opinion as to 
the cause of the distemper, the chancellor’s relations 
publicly accused Morton of that odiou|i crime. The 
advantage which visibly accrued to him by the removal 
of a man of great abilitie8,x^ ttyerse from all Itismea- 
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sures, was.-ideeoied a siiiffiaent proof of bis goilt by the 
people, who -are ^r fond of imputing the death of 
emiQent persons to extraordinary causes^' 

The office of chancellor was bestowed upon Argyle, 
whom this preferment recsonciled, in a great meaisure, 
Marton'i to Morton’s administration. He had now reco- 
vffed all the authority which he possessed dur- 
famUyof**®? regency, and had entirely broken, or 
iianiiUvn. baffled, the power and cabals of bis enemies. 
None of tlie great . faiiiilies remained to be the objects 
of his jealousy or to obstruct hi^desi^s, but that of 
Hamilton. The earl of Arran, the eldest brother, had 
never recovered the shock which he received from the 
ill success of his passion for the queen, and bad now 
•altogether lost his reason. Lord John, the second bro- 
ther, was in possession of the family estate. Lord Claud 
was commendator of Paisley ; both v-bf them young • 
^ men, ambitious and enterprising. Morton dreaded their 
influence in the kingdom ; the courtiers hoped to share 
their spoils among them ; and as all princes naturally 
view their successors with jealousy and hatred, it was 
easy to infuse these passions into the mind of the young 
king. A pretence was at hand to justify the most vio- 
lent proceedings. The pardon j;^tipulated in the treaty 
of Perth, did not extend to such as were accessary to 
the murder of the regents Murray or Lennox. Lord 
John and his brother were suspected of being the au- 
thors of both these crimes, and had been included in a 
generd act of attainder on that account. Without sum- 
moning them to trial, or examining a single witnes^'to 
prove die chqj^, this attainder was now thought suffi- 
cient to subject^em to all the penalties which they 
would have incurred by being foripally convicted. The 
earls of Mortpn, Mar, and Eglinton, together with the 
lords Ruthyep, Boyd, and Cpthcait, received a etpn- 
missibn to seire; their estates.- On a few 

Sptfiiw, sbCs 
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hours’ waiming, a 4M>iisiderable bodf of troops was ready, 
and marched towards Hamilton in hostile array. Hap- 
pily the two l^lothers made their escape, *thotrgh with 
great difficulty. But their lands were confiscated ; the 
castles of Hamilton and Drailhn besieged ; thjjse who 
defended them punished. The earl of Arran, though 
iucapable, from his situation, of committing an^ crime, 
was, involved, by a shameful abuse of law, in the com- 
mon ruin of his family ; and as if he, too, could have 
been guilty of rebellion, he was confined a close pri- 
soner. These proceraings, so contrary to the fundai 
mental principles of justice, were all ratified in the 
subsequent parliament.^ 

About this time Mary sent, by Nau^ her secretary, 
a letter to her son, together with some jewels of value, 
and a vest embroidered W'ith her own bands. But, as 
she gave him onl^ the title of prince of Scotland, the 
messen^r was dismissed without being admitted into 
bis presence. ‘ 

Though Elizabeth had, at this time, no particular 
reason to fear any attempt of the Popish princes in 
Mary’s favour, she still continued to guard her with 
the same anxious care. The (Acquisition of Portugal, 
on the one hand, and thd defence of the Netherlands, 
on the other, fully employed the councils and arms of 
Spain. France, torn in pieces by intestine commotions, 
and under a weak and capricious prince, despised and 
distrusted by his own subjects, was in no condition to 
disturb its neighbours. Elizabeth had long 
tioiu^ t amused that court by carrying on a treaty of 
marriage with the duke of Alenin, the king’s 
brother. But whether, at the ^e of forty-five, 
duko of she really intended to marry a prince of twenty ; 

cufon. pleasure of being flattered and 

courted made herlistoi to the addressed of so young a 
lover, whom she allowed to'-visit her at two diflerent 
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and treated with the i)tt08t difltiBguishing. re-^ 
spect ; or whethet consicleratioDS of interest pr^omi- 
nated in thi* as well as in every oth®- transaction of 
her reign, are problems in bistorjr which we are hot 
concerned to resolve. Baring the progress of this ne- 
gotiation, which .was drawn out to an extraordinary 
length, Maiy could expect no assistance from die 
French court, and seems to have held little correspond- 
ence with it ; and there was no period in her reign, 
wherein Elizabeth enjoyed more perfect security.. 

Two fa- Morton seems at this time to have been 
vojiritei equally secure ; but his security was not so well 
Cendant founded. He had weathered out one storm, 
®’e'J®“**'liad crushed his adversaries, and was again in 
possession of the sole direction of aifairs. But as the 
king was now of an age when the character and dispo- 
sition^ of the mind begin to unfold themselves, and to 
become visible, the smallest attention to these might 
have convinced him, that there was reason to expect new 
and more dangerous attacks on his power. James early 
discovered tliat excessive attachment to favourites, which 
accompanied him through his whole life. This passion, 
which naturally arises from inexperience, and youthful 
warmth of heart, was, at his age, far from being culpa- 
ble ; nor could it be well expected that the choice of 
the objects, on whom he placed his affections, should 
be made with, great skill. The most considerable of 
them was Esme Stewart, a native of France, and son 
of a second brother of the earl of Lennox. He was dis- 
tinguished by the title of -lord d’Aubigne, an estate in 
France, which descended to him from his ancestors, on 


whom it had conferred, in reward of their valour 
g and services to the French crown. He arrived 
in Scotland about this time, on purpose to de- 


mand the estate and title of Lennox, to which he pre- 
tended a legal right. He was. received at first by tha 
king with the respect due to so near a relation. The 
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gracefuloess of his peraon, the d^;ance of his dress, 
and his courtly behaviour, maide a great impression on 
James, .who, in his more mature years, was little 
able to resist these frivolous charms ; and his affection 
flowed with its usual rapidity and profusion. ^Within 
a few days after Stewarts appearance at court, he was 
created lord Aberbrothoct. soon after earl, and then 
duke of Lennox^ governor of Dumbarton-castle, captain 
of the guard, first lord of the bedchamber, and lord 
high chamberlain. At the same time, and without any 
of the envy^r cmulafion which is usual among candi- 
dates for favour, captain James Stewart, the second son 
of lord Ochiltree, grew into great confidence. lJut, 
notwithstanding this union, Lennox* and captain Stew- 
art were persons of very opposite characters. The 
former was naturally gentle, humane, candid ; but, un- 
acquainted with 4he state of the country, and misled 
or misinformed by those whom he trusted ; not un- 
worthy to be the companion of the young king in his 
amusements, but utterly disqualified for acting as a 
minister in directing his affairs. The latter was re- 
markable for all the vices which render a man formi- 
dable to his country, and a pernicious counsellor to his 
prince ; nor did he po.sse8s any one virtue to counter- 
balance these vices, unless dexterity in conducting his 
owa designs, and ai\ enterprising courage, superior to 
the sense of danger, may pass by that name. Unre- 


strained by religion, regardless of decency, and undis- 
mayed by opposition, he aimed at objects seemingly 
unattainable ; but, under a prince void of experience, 
and blind to all the defects of those who died gained 
his favour, his audacity was successful^ and honours, 
wealth, and power, were the reward of his crimes. 

'Hie; la- Both the favourites concurred in employing 
thdr whole address to undermine Morton's cre- 
Mwuto’a dh, which alone obstructed their full possession 
Hutiwrity. Jsunes had hem bred up with’ an 
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aversion 1f6r 

to maintop, t^e a with 

the ^bsequibushMs of 4i jhillii^^, 

■ cultniatt^to^i^iiib]^Sh'l^eiir.p^^i ,1^<i™n, 
who could lid'ipngef feep’ the king shut, up 
within the walls of Stirlfn|;-castl‘^, havilig called a par- 
liament to meet at Edinburgh, brought him thither. 
James made his entry into the capital with great solem- 
nity ; the citizens received him Widi &e loudest. accla- 
mations of joy, and with many expensive p^eants, 
according to the mode of that age. ARet a'iong period 
of thirty-seven years, during which Scotland had been 
subjected to the delegated power of regents, or to the 
feeble govemmenfro'f a woman ; after having suffered 
all the miseries of civil war, and felt the insolence of 
foreign armies, the nation rejoiced to see the sceptre 
once more in the hands of a king. Fond even of that 
shadow of authority, which a prince of fifteen could 
possess, the Scots' flattered themselves, that union, 
order, and 'tranquillity, would now be restored to the 
kingdom. James opened the parliament with extra- 
ordinary pomp, but nothing remarkable passed in it. 

These demonstrations, however, of the peo- 
ple’s love and attachment to their sovereign, en- 
couraged the favourites to continue their insinuations 
against Morton; and as the hing nowi^resided in the 
palace of Holyroodthouse, to which all his subjects had 
access, the cabal against the earl grew daily stronger, 
and the intrigue, which occasioned his fall, ripened 
gradually. 

MwtoD Morton began to be sensible of his danger, 
to praT«” endeavoured to put a stop to the career of 
Lennox’s preferment, by representing him as a 
fortnidable enemy to. the reformed religion, a secret 
agent in favour of Popery, and a known emissary of 
the house of Guise. ’ The clergy, apt to believe every 
Tumour of this kind, spread the alarm among the peo- 
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kiog ^poih^d'to i^tt,uct wni.iii, the. 

the errors of Ppnciy, iu Ike church 

declared himself a mei^eT of the chureh, of ^Uap , 
by signing her confession of faitli. This, though i 
did not remove all suspicions,.nor silence some zealous 
preachers, abated, in a great degree, the force of the 

On the other band, a rumour prevailed that Mortou 
was preparing to seize the kings person, and to wry 
him into England. Whether despair of maintaining 
his power by any other means, had driven him to make 
any overture of that kind to the English court, or whe- 
ther it was a cakmny invented by liis adversaries to 
render him odious, cannot now be detenmuied with 
certainty. As he declared at his deatli that such a 
design* had never entered into his thoughts, the latter 
seems to be most probable. It afforded a pretence, 
however, for reviving the office of lord-chamberlain, 
which had been for some time disused. That honour 
was conferred on Lennox. Alexander Erskinc, Mor- 
ton’s capital enemy, was his deputy ; they had under 
them a band of gentlemen, who were appointed con- 
stantly to attend the king, and to guard his person. 
Etobeih Morton was not ignorant of what his enemies 
interpows intended to insinuate by such unusual precau- 
i-J*"**’ tions for the king’s safety; and, as his last 
resource, applied, to Elizabeth, whose protection, had 
often stood him in stead in his greatest difficulties. In 
consequence of this application, Bowes, her envoy, 
accused Lennox of practices against flie peace of the 
two kingdoms, and insisted, in her nan^,, that he should 
be removed ‘from the ptivy-coUncil. Such an unpre- 
cedented demand was considered’by the counsellors as 
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an affront to the 'ki^, :Wi^,an encToachineot- Oft the in- 
dependence of the lidng<&^. They iiiGM^d to call in 
question the envoy’s powpi^s, and^n^n that p^ptence 
refufi^ him ffir&er ajj^ienoe^^ diM he fetirin^^n dis- 
gust, and without tiE^ng leave, Sir jdiexAnder Home 
was smit to expostulate with Elizabeth on the subject. 
After the treatment which her envoy had received, 
Elizabeth thought it below her dignity to admit Home 
into her presence. Burleigh, to whom he was com- 
manded to impart his commission, reproached him 
with his master’s ingratitude towards a benefactress 
who had placed , the crown on his head, and required 
him to advise the king to beware of sacrificing the 
friendship of so necessary an ally to ihe giddy humours 
of a young man, without experience, and strongly sus- 
pected of principles and attachments incompatible with 
the happiness of the Scottish cation. 

Morton accusation of Lennox hastened, in all 

P'ol^hility, Morton’s fell. The act of indem- 
of the Inti; tiityj which he had obtained when he resigned 
the regency, was worded with such scrupulous 
exactness, as almost screened him from any legal pro- 
secution. The .murder of the late king was the only 
crime which could not, with decency, be inserted in' a 
pardon granted by his son. Here Morton still Isqf 
open to the penalties of the law ; and captain Steward 
who shunned no action, however desp^ate, if it led to 
power or to fevour, entered the council-chamber while 
^ the king and nobles were assembled, and felling 
oahis knees, accused Morton of being accessary, 
or, according to the language of the Scottish law, art 
and party in jfee conspiracy against the life of his mai- 
jesty’s father, and offered, under the usual penalties, 
to verify this charge. by legal evidence. Morton, who 
was present, heard this. accusation with firmness; mid 
repUed with a disdahiful smile, proceeding either from 
•contempt of thq infemous character of his accuser, or 
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from consciousness of 'his own innocence, “ that his 
known zeal in punishing those who were suspected of 
that detestable crime, might well e.Yempt himself from 
any suspicion of being accessary to it ; nevertheless, 'lie 
would cheerfully submit to a trial, either in that place 
or in any other court ; and doubted not but his own 
innocence, and the malice of his enemies, would then 
appear in the clearest light.” Stewart, who was still on 
his knees, began to inquire how he would reconcile 
his bestowing so many honours on Archibald Douglas, 
whom he certainly knew to be one of the murderers, 
with his pretended zeal against tliat crime. Morton 
was ready to answer. But the king commanded both 
to be removed. The earl was confined, first of all to 
]5ai. his own house, qnd then committed to the cas- 
j«n. 2. tie of Edinburgh, of which Alexander Erskine 
was governor ; and, as if it had not been a sufficient 
indignity to subject him to the power of one of his ene- 
mies, he was soon after carried to Dumbarton, of which 
Jan 18 command. A warrant was 

likewise issued for apprehending Archibald 
Douglas; but he, having received timely intelligence 
of the approaching danger, fled into England 

The earl of Angus, who imputed these violent pro- 
ceedings, not to hatred against Morton alone, but to 
the ancient enmity between the house.s of Stewart and 
of Douglas, and who believed that a conspiracy was 
now formed for the destruction of all who bore that 
name, was ready to take arms in order to rescue his 
kinsman. But Morton absolutely forbade any such at- 
tempt, and declared that he would rather suffer ten 
thoussmd deaths, than bring an imputation upon his' 
own character by seeming to decline a trial.' 

Elizabeth’s Elizabeth did not fail to interpose, with 
warmth, -in behalf of a man who had contri- 
him. buted so much to preserve her influence over 
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Scotland. The li^;.. transactions in that^kidg^hm had 
^Ven her g^at i|peaBmei|Ni.C Tlie powiit''^hich Lamox 
ha^^uc^uiied ihdepeQ.^lm of her^’lfas dangetouiS ^. the 
treato^t her ambassadors haii^ci^mlh<dififered|g|^tly 
from the respect with ‘Which the ScoW‘ were ih'use to 
receive her minii^lrs ;<and the^ attack now made on 
MOTtoh'^ fhlly convinced her that fhere was an intention 
to sow the seeds cf discord between the two nations, 
and to seduce James into a new alliance with France, 
or into a marriage , with some- Popish princess. Full 
of these apprehensions, she ordered a considerable body 
of troops to be assembled on the borders of Scotland, 
and dispatched Randolph as her ambassador into that 
kingdom. He addressed himself not only to James, 
and to his council, but to a convention of estates, met 
at that time. He began with enumerating the extra- 
ordinary benefits which Elizabeth had conferred on the 
Scottish nation : that without demanding a single foot 
of land for herself, without encroaching on the liberties 
of the kingdom in the smallest article, she had, at the 
expense of the blood of her subjects and the treasures 
of her crown, rescued the Scots from the dominion of 
France, established ^among them true religion, and put 
them in possession of their ancient rights : that from the 
beginning of civil dissensions in the kingdom, she had 
protected those who espoused the king’s cause, and by 
her assistance alone, the crown had been preserved on 
his head, and all the attempts ef the adverse Jactioh 
baffled : that a union, unknown to 'tiieir ancestors, but 
equally beneficial to both kingdoms, had subsisted for 
a long period of years, and though so many Popish 
princes had combined to disturb this happy state of 
things, her care and her constancy had hitherto de- 
feated all these efforts : that- she had observed of late 
an unusual coolness, distrnst, and estrangement in the 
Scottish council, which ehe could impute to none but 
to Lennox, a subject of France, a retainer to the house 
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of QuUc^<||r^ up in P(^>et^,'an^#till sus* 

petted tlifti Npt Satisfied 

wil^j^aling ac^jia^ ^ unconimc^l^^ht 

of pMj^r, wliicll hiell- excised, ipth all fhe ratSid^s ol 
youth, and l31 the ignorance of a stranger ; nc^r.thinking 
it ei^dgh to have deprived the earl of Mortoa of th^ ' 
authority due to his abilities and experience, had 
conspired the ruin of that nobleman, who had often 
exposed his life in the king's cause, who had contri- 
buted more than any other subject to place him on the 
throne, to/esist the eucroachments of Popery, and to 
preserve the union between tlie two kingdoms. If any ,^ 
zeal for religion remained among the nobles in Scot- 
land, if they wish^ for the continuance of amity witlt 
England, if they valued the privilc^s of their own order, 
he called upon them, in the name of his mistress, to 
remove such a pernicious counsellor as Lennox from 
the presence of the young king, to rescue Morton out 
of the hands of his avowed ememy, and secure to him 
the benefit of a fair and impartial trial ; and if force 
was necessary towards accomplishing a design .so salu- 
tary to the king and kingdom, he promised them the 
protection of his misti ess in the enterprise, and what- 
ever assistance they should demand, either of men or 
money."' 

'• But these extraordinary remonstrances, accompanied 
with such an imusual appeal from the king to his sub* 
jeets, were not the only means employed by Elizabeth 
in favour of Morton, and agaipst Lennox. She per- 
suaded the prince of Orange to send an agent into 
Scotland, ^d, under colour of complimenting Jamtt 
on account of the valour which many of his subjects 
had displayed in the service of the States, to enter into 
a long detail of the restless enterprises of tiie Popish 
princes against the Protestant religion ; to besei^ him 
to adhere inviolably to the alliance widi England, the 

■ CsM. iS. 6. Snype, B. Stl. 

F 


VOL. II. 



00 SCOTLAND, [1581. 

only barrier whicfc^ecuT^ agwnst their 

dangerouJs cabals j ,4bove all thingS) to distrust the 
insii^dtions of those -who ‘ ei^ to weaken or 

^to dissolve that union between Ae ^ British n^ons, 
which all the Protestants in- Europe beheld with so 
much pleasure.” ' ’ 

James de Jamcs’s counsellors were too intent upon the 
termiaes to destruction of their enemy, to listen to these re- 
monstrances. The officious interposition of the 
prince of Orange, the haughty tone of Eliza- 
beth’s message, and her avowed attempt to excite sub- 
jects to rebel against their sovereign, were considered 
as unexampled insults on the majesty and indepen- 
dence of a crowned head. A general and evasive an- 
swer was given to Randolph. James prepared to assert 
his own dignity with spirit. All those suspected of 
favouring Morton were turned out of office, some of 
them were required to surrender themselves prisoners ; 
the men capable of bearing arms throughout the king- 
dom were commanded to be in readiness to take the 
field; and troops were levied and posted on the borders. 
The English ambassador, finding that neither the public 
manifesto which he had delivered to the convention, 
nor his private cabals with the nobles, could excite 
them to arms, fled in the night-time out of Scotland,, 
where libels against him had been daily published, and 
even attempts made upon his life. In both kingdoms 
every thing wore a hostile aspect. But Elizabeth, 
though she wished to have intimidated the Scottish 
king by her preparations, had no inclination to enter 
into a War with him, and the troops on the borders, 
which had given such umbrage, were soon dispersed." 

The greater solicitude Elizabeth discovered Tor Mor- 
ton’s safety, the more eagerly did his enemies drive 
on their schemes fbr his destrootion. Captain Stewart, 

B Cald. iii. 9. See Append. No. XLI. 
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his ax^user* waaf . fint' appointed tutor io the^iaarl of 
Aitui, and <tom<<after .both estate.qf his 
unhtipj[»y ward to wluo|b he .advanced 9otae 'fldVt>lous 
claims were conferted upon hi^ The hew-ihade peer 
was commanded to conduct Morton from Dumbarton 
to Edinburgh ; and by that chc^ce the earl was not only 
warned what fate he might expect, but had me cruel 
mortification of seeing his deadly enemy already loaded 
with .honours, in reward, of the malice with which he 
had contributed to his ruin. 

He i« tried rccoids of the court of Justiciary bX this 

and con- period are lost. The account which our histo- 
" rians give of Morton's trial is inaccurate and 
unsatisfactory. The proceedings against him seem 
to have been carried on with violence. During the 
trial, great bodies of armed men were drawn up in 
different parts of the city. The jury was composed 
of the earl's known enemies; and though he chal- 
lenged several of them, his objections were overruled. 
After a short consultation, his peers found him guilty 
of concealing, and of being ai’t and part in the con- 
spiracy against the life of toe late king. The first part 
of the verdict did not surpri.se him ; but he twice re- 
peated the words art and part with some vehemence, 
and added, “ God knows it is not so.” The doom 
which the law decrees against a traitor was pronounced. 
The king, however, remitted toe cruel and ignominious 
part of the sentence, and appoiijted that he should suf- 
fer death next day, by being beheaded.'' 

During that awful interval, Morton pojls^ed 
HudeMb. utmpst composure of mind. He rap[^ 
cheerfully ; slept a part of the night in his usual man- 
ner, and employed the rest of his time in relig^us con- 
ferences, and in acts of devotion with some mi^tera .of 
the city..^The clergymen who attended him, dealt fireely 
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with his coi|8^ence^4nd ipmes^ his ierimes home upon 
himi What he confessed wifh. iregai^ ,tp, the , crime for. 
whi^ he suffered, is rernsrUable, and shpplios, in some 
measur.e, th&iinperfectioa ofour retl^ds. .Heacki^w^ 
ledgedj that on his. return froshEngla):^ afto the death 
of Rizio, Bothirell; had informed him of the conspiracj 
against the king, which the queen, as he told him, knew 
of and approved ; that, he solicited, him to concur in the 
execution of it, which at that tiihe, he absolutely de- 
clined ; that soon after Both well himself ^d Archibald 
Douglas, in his name, renewing their* solicitations to 
the same purpose, he had required a warrant under the 
queen’s hand, authorizing the attempt, and as th|t had 
never been produced, he had refused to be any farther 
concerned in the matter. “ But,” continued he, “ as 
1 neither consented to this treasonable act, nor assisted 
in the committing of it, so it was impossible for me to 
revealf‘or to prevent it To whom .could I make the 
discovery? The queen was the author of the enterprise. 
Darnley was such a changeling, that no secret could be 
safely communicated to him.- Huntly and Bothwell, 
who.bore f he chief sway in the kingdom, were them- 
selves tlie perpetrators, of the crime.” These circum- 
stances, it must- be confessed, go some length towards 
extenuating Morton’s guilt; and though his apology for 
the favour he had shewn to Archibald Douglas, whom 
he knew to be one of the conspirators, be &r less satis- 
factory, no uneasy reflections seem to have disquieted 
his own mind on that account.’’ When his keepers told 
him that the guards were, attending, and all things in 
readiness, “.I praise my God,” said “ I am ready 
likewise.”, Amiran commanded these guards ; and even 
in those moments, when the most implacable h^ed is 
apt to relent; the malice his enemies could not for- 
bear this insult. On the scaffold, his behaviour was 
cabn ; his countenance and voice qnaltered ; add, after 

4 Cnmf. Menp. App. iii. 
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some time sjieat in h§ suffered df^tfa ynA, the 

intr^idily 4hich became;the^me of Draglas. His 
was placed on the.public jiul of Edinburgh}" and 
his body, a^ lyin| till ^nset pn the sdffold, coveted 
widi a beggaify cloak, whs carried by common porters 
to the usual burial-place of criminals. None of his 
triends durst accompany it to the grave, or discover 
their gratitude and respect by any symptoms of sorrow/ 
odipu, ArtM, no less profligate in private life, than 
^«etof audacious in his public conduct, soon after drew 
the attention of his countrymen, by his infamous 
msErriage with the countess of March. Before he grew 
into favour at court, he had been often entertained in 
her husband’s house, and, without regarding the laws 
of hospitality or of gratitude, carried on a criminal in- 
trigue with the wife of his benefactor, a woman young 
and beautiful, but, according to the description of a 
contemporary historian, “ intolerable in all the imper- 
fections incident to her sex.” Impatient of any restraint 
upon their mutual desires, they, with equal ardour, 
wished to avow their union publicly, and to legitimate, 
by a marriage, the ofispring of their unlawful pas.sion. 
The countess petitioned to be divorced from her hus- 
band; for a reason which no modest woman will ever 
plead. The judges, overawed by Arran, passed sen- 
tence without delay. This infamous ' scene was con- 
juij «. V a marriage,, solemnised with great 

pomp, and beheld by aU ranks of men with the 
utmost horror.* 

Ojj. ^ parliament was held this year, at the open- 
ing of which some disputes arose between Arnin 
and the new created duke of Lennox. Arran, haughty 
by nature, and pushed on by his wife’s ambition, began 
to affect an equality with the dUke, under whose pro- 
tection.he had hitherto been contmited to place himself 
Alter ^ious a^mpts to form a party in the council 

' Crawf. Mrni. ^34. 3I<4* • $pul»w.3i6. 
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against Letinbx, lie fotind him* fixed', so' fiimly in die 
king’s affections^ that it 'Was im^Ossihle to shi^e 'hhn ; 
and, rather than lose all interest at cOlitt, from which 
he was banished, he made the'iiiOsthumble submissions 
to the favourite, and ag^n recovered his former Credit. 
This rupture contributed, however, to' render the- duke 
still more odious to' the nation. During the continu- 
ance of it, Arran affected to court the clergy, pretended 
an extraordinary zeal for the Protestant religion, and 
laboured to confirm the suspicions which were enter- 
tained of his rival, as an emissary of thehouse of Guise, 
and a favourer of Popery. As he was supposed to be 
acquainted with the duke’s most secret designs, his ca- 
lumnies werp listened to with greater credit than was 
due to his character. To this rivalship between Lennox 
and Arran, during the continuance of which each en- 
deavoured to' conciliate the good-will of the clergy, we 
must ask:ribe several acts of this parliament uncommonly 
favourable to die church, particularly one which abo- 
lished the practice introduced by Morton, of appoint- 
ing but one minister to several parishes. 

No notice hath been taken for several years 
c(i affilira. Qf ecclesiastical affairs. While the civil govern- 
ment underwent so many extraordinary revolutions, the 
church was not free from convulsions. Two objects 
chiefly engrossed the attention of tlie clergy. The one 
was, the forming a system of discipline, or ecclesiastical 
polity. After long labour,- and many difficulties, this 
system was at last brought to some degree of perfection. 
The assembly solemnly approved of it, and appointed it 
to he laid before the privy-council in order to obtain 
the ratification of it in parliament. But Morton, during 
his administration,' and diose who, aj|er. his fall, 
verned the king, were equally unwilling to see it <»r- 
ried into execution j and by starting difiiculties and' 
throwing in objections, prevented it from receiving a 
legal” sanction. The other point in view was, the abo- 
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lition of the episcopal Order. The bt^ops wwe-so de> 
voted th ^ king, to whom ihey owed their promotion, 
that;1he fimction itself was by some reckoned, danger- 
ousto civil.liberty. Qeing allowed a seat in parliament, 
and distinguished: by titles of hpnour, these not only 
occasioned , many , avocations from their ^iritu^ func- 
tions, but soon rendered their character and manners 
extremely different from those of the clergy in that age. 
The nobles viewed their power with jealousy ; the. popu-: 
lace considered their lives as profane ;^and both wished 
their downfal with equal ardour. The personal emu- 
lation between Melvil and Adamson, a man of learning 
and eminent for his popular eloquence, who was pro- 
moted, on the death of Douglas, to be archbishop of 
St. Andrew’s, mingled itself with the passions on each 
side, and heightened them. Attacks were made in every 
assembly on the order of bishops ; their privileges were 
gradually circumscribed ; and at last an act was passed, 
declaring the office of bishop, as it was then exercised 
within the realm, to have neither foundation nor war- 
rant in the word of God ; and requiring, under pain of 
excommunication, all who now possessed that office, 
instantly to resign it, and to abstain from preaching or 
administering the sacraments, until they should receive 
permission from the general assembly. The court did 
not acquiesce in this decree. A vacancy happened soon 
after in the see of Glasgow, Montgomery, minister at 
Stirling, a man vain, Sqkle, presumptuous, and more 
apt, by the blemishes in his character, to have alienated 
the people from an order already beloved, than to 
reconcile them to one which was the object of their 
hatred, made an infamous 'simoniacal bargain with 
Dennox, and ou'jhis recommendation was chosen arch- 
bisliop. The presbytery of Stirling, of which he was a 
member, the presbytery of Glasgow, whither he was to 
be translated, the general assembly, vied witlt each 
other in prosecMting him on that account.. In order to 
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'James mside .trial- both of geqtie 
: and ofiqgorous meMuces, aQd bbih Vrerebqitally 
ineffectual. The general assembly ivas just 
ready to pronounce against, him.^e:8enteiice of excom- 
munication, when a herald entered, and commanded 
them in: the kings. name, and under- pain of rebellion,; 
to stop farther proceedings. £lyen this injunction they 
despised ; and though Monigomeryj by his tears and 
seeming penitence, procured .a short respite, the sen- 
tence was at last issued by their appointment, and pub- 
lished in all the churches throughout the .kingdom. 

The firmness of the clergy in a collective body was 
not greater than the boldness of some individuals, par-, 
ticularly of the ministers of Edinburgh. They inveighed 
daily against the corruptions in the administration ; and,' 
with the freedom of speech admitted into the pulpit in 
that age, named Lennox and Arran as the chief authors 
of the grievances under which the church and kingdom 
gfroaned. The courtiers, in their turn, complained to 
the king pf .the insolent and seditious spirit of the 
clergy. In order to check the boldness of their dis- 
courses, James issued a proclamation, commanding 
Dury, one of the most popular ministers, not only to 
leave the town, but to abstain from preaching in any 
other place. Dury complained to the judicatories of 
tlris encroachment upon the immunities of his office. 
They approved of the doctrine which he had delivered ; 
and he determined to disregard the royal proclama- 
tion. But the magistrates being determined to compel 
him to leave the city, according to the king’s orders, 
lie was obliged to abandon his charge, after protesting 
publicly,* at the cross of Edinburgh, against the vio- 
lence which was put upon him. The people accom- 
panied him to the gates with tears and lamentations ; 
and the clergy denounced the vengeance of Heaven 
against the authors of this outrage.' 

t Cald. Asseai. 1576 — 1682.' Spobti. 277, 
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In diis perilous situation stood the church,' die au- 
thority of its judicators called in question, and the 
liberty of the pulpit restrained, when a sudden revolu- 
tion-of the civil government procured them unexpected 
relief. • ' 

Hi, favoDr*' The two fiivourites, by their ascendant over 
tte possessed uncontrolled power in die 

uapopuin ilingdom, and exercised it with the utmost 
meuures. James usually resided at Dal- 

keith, or Kinneil, the seats of Lennox and of Arran, and 
was attended by such company, and employed in such' 
amusements, as did not suit his dignity. The services 
of those who had contributed most to place the crown 
on his head were but little remembered. Many who 
had opposed him with the greatest virulence, enjoyed 
the rewards and honours to which the others were cn-‘ 
, titled. Exalted notions • of regal prerogative, utterly 
inconsistent with the constitution of Scotland, being 
instilled by his favourites into the mind of the young 
monarch, unfortunately made, at diat early ago, a deep 
impression there, and became the source of almost all 
his subsequent errors in the government of both king- 
doms." Courts of justice were held in almost every 
county, the proprietors of land were called before them, 
and upon the slightest neglect of any of the numerous 
forms which are peculiar to the feudal holdings,* they 
were fined with unusual and intolerable rigour. The 
lord chamberlain revived the obsolete jurisdiction of 
his office over the boroughs, and they were subjected 
to actions no less grievous. A design .seemed likewise 
to have been formed to exasperate Elizabetli, and to 
d^olve the alliance with her, which all good Pro- 
t^tants esteemed the chief security of their religion in 
Scotland. A close correspondence was carried on be- 
tween the^king and his mother, and considerable |>ru- 
gress made towards uniting their tities to the crown, 

■> CahJ. iii. tS7. 
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by such -ar t^ty of dssociatiori as Maitland had pro- 
jected ; which could not fail of endangering or dimi- 
nishing his authority, and must' have proved fatal to 
those who had acted against her with the greatest vi- 
gour.* ■ 

The nobles All these circumstauces irritated the impa- 
e^'iSir spirit of the Scottish nobles, who resolved 

tbcm. to tolerate no longer the insolence of* the two 
minions, or to stand by, while their presumption and 
inexperience ruined both .the king and the kingdom. 
Elizabeth, who, during the administration of the four 
regents, had the entire direction of the affairs of Scot- 
land, felt herself deprived of all influence in that king- 
dom ever since the death of Morton, and was ready to 
countenance any attempt to rescue the king out of the 
' hands of favourites who were leading him into measures 
so repugnant to all her views. The earls of Mar and 
Glencaim, lord Ruthven, lately created earl of Gowrie, 
lord Lindsay, lord Boyd, the tutor of Glamis, the eldest 
son of lord Oliphant, with several barons and gentle- 
men of distinction, entered into a combination for that 
purpose; and as changes in administration, which, 
among polished nations, are brought about slowly and 
silently, by artiflee and intrigue, were in that rude age 
effected suddenly and by violence, the king's situation, 
and the security of the favourites, encouraged the con- 
spirators to have immediate recourse to force. 

iiie James, after having resided for some time in 
Athol, where he enjoyed his favourite amuse- 
BuUm-ii. ment of hunting, was now returning towards- 
Edinburgh with a small train. He was invited to 
Ruthven-castle, which lay in his way ; and as he sus- 
pected no danger, he went thiUier in hopes of farther 
sport, ^hc multitude of strangers whom he 
**■ found there gave him some uneasiness ; and as 
those who were in the secret arrived every moment from 

* Cald. iii* ik?. 
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different parts, tl^ sippearance of so many ne^ faces 
increased his feari. He concealed his uneasiness, how- 
ever, with the utmost care ; and next morning pre- 
pared forthe held, expecting to find there some oppor- 
tunity of making his escape. But just as he was ready 
to depart, the nobles entered his bed-chamber in a body, 
and presented a memorial against tlie illegal and op- 
pressive actions of his two favourites, whom they repre- 
sented as most dangerous enemies to the religion and 
liberties of the nation. James, though he received this 
remonstrance with the complaisance which was neces- 
sary in hie present situation, was extremely impatient 
to be gone.] but as he approached the door of his 
apartment, Ae tutor of Glam is rudely stopped him. 
The king complained, expostulated, threatened, and 
finding all these without efiect, burst into tears : “ No 
matter,” said Glamis fiercely, “ better children weep 
than bearded men.” These words made a deep im- 
pression on the king's mind, and were never forgotten. 
The conspirators, without regarding his tears or indig- 
nation, dismissed such of his followers as they 8us{)cct- 
ed ; allowed none but persons of their own party to 
have access to him ; and, though they treated him with 
great respect, guarded his person with the utmost care. 
This enterprise is usually called, by qur historians. The 
Raid of RuthvenJ 

coiumit Lennox and Arran were astonished to the last 
Arran to degree at an event so unexpected, and so fatal 
prison, to 4iheir power. The former endeavoured, but 
without success, to excite the inhabitants of Edinburgh 
to take arms in order to re.scue their sovereign from 
captivity. The latter, with his usual impetuosity, 
mounted on horseback the moment he heard what had 
befallen the king, and with a few followere rode to- 
wards Ruthven-castle ; and as a considerable body of 
the conspirators, under the command of the earl of Mar, 

r C'ald. iii. 131. Spuiaw. 3^0, Mclv. 337. 
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lay in bis way ready to oppose him, he separated Urn- 
self fron»his companions, and with two- attendants ar- 
rived at the gate of ihe c^tle. At the sight of a man 
so odious to his country, the ihdignatimi of the con- 
spirators rose, and instant d^th* must have been the 
punishment of his rashness, if thefriradship of Qowrie^ 
dr some other cause not explained by pur historians, 
had'bot saved a life so pemic^s to the kingdom. He 
was confined, however, to thexastle of Stirling, with- 
out being admitted, into the lung's presence. 

Thc kiog, though ieally the prisoner of his 
own subjects, with whose conduct he could not 
kin^om. discovering many symptoms of disgus^ 
was obliged to publish a proclamation, signifying his 
approbation of their enterprise, declaring that he was 
at full liberty, without any restraint or violence offered 
to his person ; and forbidding any attempt against 
those concerned in the Raid of Ruthven, under pre- 
tence of rescuing him out of their hands. At 
Aug. *8. game time, he commanded Lennox to leave 
Scotland before the 20th of September.’ 

The con- Soon after, Sir George Carey and Robert 
epimton Bowes arrived as ambassadors from Elizabeth, 
nanccdby The pretext of their embassy was to inquire 
after the king’s safety ; to encourage and coun- 
tenance the conspirators was the real motive of it. By 
their intercession, the earl of Angus, who, ever since tlie 
death of his uncle Morton, had lived in exile, obtained 
leave to return. And the accession of a nobleman' so 
powerful and so popular strengthened the faction.* 
L<etihox, Whose amiable and' gentle qualities had pro- 
cured him many firiehdt^ and wbd received private as- 
surances that f^e king’s favour towards him wa)s in no 
degree abated, seemed resolved, at fitst, to pay no regard 
to a command extorted by vi<^ehce, and no less disagree- 
able to James, than it was rigorous with regard tohun-* 

■ Ctild. Hi. i3:>. 1 J8. ** Ibid. iii. loif. 
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self.. But the po^wer of his enemies, \yho werf,i|iastersi 
of the person, who were secretly supported hy 

Elizabedittand opiply applauded by the clergy, deter- 
red him. ft€fm aity raterprise, th^ success; of which was 
dubious, apd the danger certain, both to. himself and his 
sovereign. ,He put-off die time of his deparfure, how- 
ever, by various artifices, ip expectation eitherthat.James 
might make his escape from the conspirators, or that for- 
tune might present some more favourable opportunity 
of taking arms for his relief. .... 

Their c6n- On the Other hand, the conspirators were . ex- 
proved'^ tremely solicitous not only to secure the appro- 
scmbij** bation of their countrymen, but to obtain some 
sanction of their enterprise. For this pur- 
pststes. pose they published a long declaration, contain- 
ing the motives which had induced them to venture on 
such an irregular step, and endeavoured to heighten 
the public indignation against the favourites, by repre- 
senting, in the strongest colours, their inexperience and 
insolence, their contempt of the nobles, their violation 
of the privileges of the church, and their oppression of 
the peoplo. They obliged the king, who could not with 
safety refuse any of their demands, to grant them a 
remission in the most ample form ; and not satisfied 
with that, they applied to the assembly of the church, 
and easily procured an act, declaring, “ that they had 
done good and acceptable service to God, to 
their sovereign, and to their native country 
and requiring all sincere Protestants to concur with 
them in carrying forward such a laudable enterprise. In 
order to add the greater weight to this act, eveiy mi- 
nister was enjoined to read it in bis own pulpit, and to 
inflict the censure of the church on those who ^et them- 
selves in opposition to so good a causel' A convention 
of estates assembled a few days after, passed an act to 
>the same effect, and granted full indemnity to the con- 
spirators fof every thing they had done.*' 

■> CaM. iii. 177. 187. 200. Spotiw. StS. 
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Leimox’k^ James vaa conducte'd by them^ first to Stir- 
ling, and aftmrard to the palace of Holyrood- 
lai^' house; and though he was received every 'where 
with the external marks of re^ct due to his dignity, 
his motions were^ carefully observed, and. he’was under 
a restraint no less strict than at the first moment when 
he was seized by Ae conspisators. Lennox, after elud- 
ing' many commands -to dep^ out of the kingdom, 
was at last obliged to begin journey. He lingered 
however for some time in the neighbourhood of Edin- 
burgh, as if he had still intended to make some effort 
towards restoring the king to liberty. But either from 
the gentleness of his own disposition, averse to blood- 
shed and the disorders of civil war, or from some other 
cause unknown to us, he abandoned the design, and 
^ set out for France, by the way of England. The 
king issued the order for his departure with no 
less reluctance than the duke obeyed it; and both 
mourned a separation, which neither of them had power 
to prevent. Soon after his arrival in France, the fa- 
tigue of the journey, or the anguish of his mind, threw 
him into a fever. In his last moments he discovered 
such a firm adherence to the Protestant faith, as fully 
vindicates his memory from the imputation of an attach- 
ment to Popery, with wliich he had been uncharitably 
loaded in Scotland.' As he was the earliest, and best 
beloved, he was, perhaps, the most deserving, though 
not the most able of all James’s favourites. The warmth 
and tenderness of his master’s affection for him were 
not abated by death itself. By many acts of kindness 
and generosity towards his posterity, the king not only 
did great honour to the memory of Lennox, but set his 
own character in one of its most favourable points of 
view. 


Sfesy’' 

•aticl 
about 
■on. 


The success of the conspiracy which de- 
cicW's^^iUJ^d .James of liberty made great noise over 
'll ^urope, and at last reached the ears of Mary 

t c Spotsw. 3it4, Cald. iii. 172. 
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in the prison to which she wps confined. As her own ex- 
perienee had taught her what injuries a captive prince 
is exposed to suffer ; and as many of those who were 
now concerned in the enterprise against her son, were 
the same persons whom she considered as the chief au- 
thors of her own misfortunes, it was natural for the ten- 
derness of a mother to apprehend that the same calami- 
ties were ready to fall on his head ; and such a prq^ct 
(fid not fail of adding to the distress and horror of her 
own situation. In the anguish of her heart, she wrote 
to Elizabeth, complaining in the bitterest terms of the 
unprecedented rigour with which she herself had been 
treated, and bescechingher not to abandon her son to the 
mercy of his rebellious subjects ; nor permit him to be 
involved in the same misfortunes under which she had 
so long groaned. The peculiar vigour and acrimony 
of style, for which this letter is remarkable, discover both 
the high spirit of the Scottish queen, unsubdued by her 
sufferings, and the violence of her indignation at Eliza- 
beth's artifices and severity. But it was ill adapted to 
gain the end which she had in view, and accordingly it 
neither procured any mitigation of the rigour of her own 
confinement, nomny interposition in favour of the king.'' 

Henry III. who, though he feared and hated 
the princes of Guise, was often obliged to court 
their favour, interposed with warmth, in order 
to extricate James out of the hand.s of a party 
so entirely devoted to the English interest. He 
commanded M. de la Motte Fenelon, his amba.ssador 
at the court of England, to repair to Edinburgh, and to 
coritribute his utmost endeavours towards placing Jan\|BS 
in a situation more suitable to his dignity. As Eliza- 
beth could not, with decency, refuse him liberty to exe- 
cute his commission, she appointed Davison to attend 
him into Scotland as her envoy, under colour of concur- 
. ring with him in the negotiation, butin reality tobc aspy 

•>Caiwl.489. 
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upon his motions, and. to (^struct his success. James, 
whose title to the crown harf not hitherto been recog- 
nised by any of the princes on the continent, was ex- 
tremely fond o£ such an honourable embassy from the 
French monarch ; emd, on that account, as well as for the 
sake of tlie errand on which he came, received Fenelon 
Jan. 7 inspect. The nobles, in whose power 

the king was, did not relish this interposition of 
the French court, which had long lost its ancient in- 
fluence over the afiairs of Scotland. The clergy were 
alarmed at the danger to which religion would be ex- 
posed, ifthe princes of Guise should recover any ascen- 
dant over the public counsels. Though the king tried 
every method for restraining them within the bounds of 
decency, they declaimed against the court of France, 
against the princes of Guise, against the ambassador, 
against entering into any alliance with such notorious 
persecutors of the church of God, with a vehemence 
which no regular government would now tolerate, but 
which was then extremely common. The ambassador, 
whtched by Davison, distrusted by the nobles, and ex- 
posed to the insults of the clergy and of the people, re- 
turned into England without procuring any change in . 
the king’s situation, oi* receiving any answer to a pro- 
posal which he made, that the government should be 
carried on in the joint names of James and the queen 
his mother.* 

James Meanwhile James, though he dissembled with 
became every day more uneasy under 
iiudtcrf his confinement ; his uneasiness rendered him 
ai^rton. continually attentive to find out a proper opffbr- 
tunity for -making his escape; and to this attention he 
at last owed his liberty, which the king of France was 
not able, nor the queen of England willing to procure 
for him. As the conspirators had forced Lennox out 
of the kingdom, ahd kept Arran at a distance from court, 

^ €ald. Hi. t07. Sp^tiw. 324. Alofdin, 372. &c. See Appendix, No. XLIl. 
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they grew secure; and imagining that time had recon- 
ciled the king lo them, and to his situation, they watch- 
ed him with little care. Some occasions of discord had 
arisen among themselves; and the French ambassador, 
by fomenting these during the time of his residence in 
Scotland, had weakened the union, which alone their 
safety consisted.^ Colonel Williiun Stewart, the com- 
mander of the band of gentlemen who guarded the king's 
person, being gained by James, had the principal 
merit in the vseheme for restoring his master to liberty. 
June 27 prcteiicc of paying a visit to the earl of 

March, his grand-uncle, James permitted 
to go from Falkland to St. Andrew’s. That he might 
not create any suspicion, lie lodged at first in an open 
defenceless house in the town, but pretending a curio- 
sity to see the castle, no sooner was lie entered with 
son\e of his attenJants whom lie could trust, tlian co- 
lonel Stewart commanded the gates to bo shut, and ex- 
cluded all thd rest of his train. Next morning the carls 
of Argylc, Hnntly, Crawford, Montrose, Rothes, with 
others to whom the secret had been communicated, en- 
tered the town with their followiTs; and though Mar, 
with several of the leaders of the faction, appeared in 
arms, they found themselves so far outnurnber(‘d, that 
it was in vain to think of recovering po -session of the 
king’s person, which had been in their powi.i- somewhat 
longer than ten.montlis. James wa> naturally of so soft 
and ductile a temper, that those who were near his per- 
son commonly made a deep impression on liis heart, 
which was formed to be under the sway of favourites. 
As he remained implacable and unreconciled to the 
conspirators during so long a time, and at a period of 
life when resentments arc rather violent than lasting, 
they must either have improved the opportunities of in- 
sinuating themselves into favour with little dexterity, 
or the indignation, with which this first insult to his 

^ Cared. 482. 
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person and authority filled him, must have been very 
great. 

Rcwivo, His joy at his escape youthful and ex- 
to cessive. He resolved, however, by the advice 
them with of Sir James MelviQ, and his wisest counsellors, 

niodeia- . , i ' i . ¥t - 

tion. to act With the utmost moderation. Having 
called into his presence the leaders of both factions, 
the neighbouring gentry, the deputies of the adja- 
cent boroughs, the . ministers, and the heads of col- 
leges, he declared, that although he had been held 
under restraint for some time by violence, he would not 
impute that as a crime lo any man,' but, without remem- 
bering the irregularities which had been so frequent 
during his minority, would pass a general act of 
oblivion, and govern all his subjects with undistin- 
guishing and eiqual affection. As an evidence of his 
sincerity, .he visited the earl of Gowrie, at Ruthven- 
castle, and granted him a full pardon of any guilt he had 
contracted, by the crime committed in that very place.^ 
But James did not adhere long to this pru- 
BBrendani” moderate plan. His former favour- 

ombtui; tlje earl of Arran, had been permitted for 
some time to reside at Kiuneil, one of his country-scats. 
As soon as the king felt himself at liberty, his love for 
him began to revive, and he expressed a strong desire 
to see him. The courtiers violently opposed the return 
of a minion, whose insolent and overbearing temper they 
dreaded, as much as the nation detested his crimes. 
James, however, continued his importunity, and pro- 
mising that he dipuld continue with him no longer 
than one day^ they were obliged to yield. This inter- 
view rekindled ancient affection ; the king forgot his 
promise ; Arran regained his ascendant over him ; and, 
within a few days, resumed the exercise of power, with 
all the arrogance of an undeserving favourite, and all 
the rashness peculiar to himselfi'* 

I Malv. tfS. 
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And the The first effect of his influence was a procla* 
king pai- matioD with regard to those concerned in the 
thcr plan. Raid of RiUjtvai. They were required to ac- 
knowledge their crime in t^ humblest manner ; and 
the king promised to grant them a full pardon, pro- 
vided their future conduct were such as did not oblige 
him to remember past miscarriages. The tenor of this 
proclamation was extremely different from the act of 
oblivion which the conspirators had been encouraged 
to expect. Nor did any of them reckon it safe to i^ly 
on a promise clogged with such an equivocal condi- 
tion, and granted by a young prince under the domi- 
nion of a minister void of faith, regardless of decency, 
and transported by the desire of revenge even beyond 
the usual ferocity of his temper. Many of the leaders, 
who had at first appeared openly at court, retired to 
their own houses ; and, foreseeing the dangerous storm 
which was gathering, began to look out for a retreat 
in foreign countries.* 

Eliza- Elizabeth, who had all along protected tlie 

bcth’ssoii- conspiratots, was extremely disgusted with 

cilatiojis 111 ^ , • -1 1 ^ ,..1 ■ 1 

btiiiaif of measures which tended so visibly to their de- 
ratora."***' struction, and wrote to the king a harsh and 
Aug. 7. haughty letter, reproaching him, in a style 
very uncommon among princes, witli breach of faith 
in recalling Arran to court, and with imprudence in 
proceeding so rigorously against his best and most 
faithful subjects. James, with a becoming dignity, re- 
plied, that promises extorted by violence, and condi- 
tions yielded out of fear, were no longer binding, when 
these were removed ; that it belonged to him alone to 
choose what ministers he would employ in his service ; 
and that though he resolved to treat the conspirators 
at Ruthven with the utmost clemency, it was necessary, 
for the support of his authority, that such an insult on 
his person should not pass altogether uncensured. , 

* M^t. «78. Spotsw. 346. C*lci. iU. 330. “ Mclr. 279. 
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Eliwibeth’s lettef wks tjufekly’ followed by 
WaW^ Walaing hatii bar secrfetaSfy, whom she'^ppoint- 
^/into od her jttnbassaddr to Janies, and who appeared 
at the'Scottish court with a splendour and mag- 
nificehoe well -calculated to plesise and dazziO a young 
prince. Walsingham was admitted to several confe- 
rences with James himself, in which he insisted on thte 
a am e topics contained in the letter, and the king re- 
peated his former answers. 

After suffering several indignities from the arro- 
gance of Arran and his creatures, he returned to Eng- 
land, without concluding any new treaty with the king, 
Walsingham was, next to Burleigh, the minister on 
,wl^m the chief weight of the English administration 
rested ; and when a person of his rank stept so far out of 
the ordinary road of business, as to undertake a long 
journey in his old age, and under a declining state of 
health, some affair of consequence was supposed to be 
the cause, or some important event was expected to be 
the effect, of this measure. But as nothing conspi- 
cuous either occasioned or followed this embassy, it is 
probable that Elizabeth had no other intention in em- 
ploying this sagacious minister, than to discover, with 
exactness, the capacity and disposition of the Scottish 
king, who was now arrived at a time of life when, with 
some degree of certainty, conjectures might be formed 
concerning his character and future conduct. As James 
possessed talents of that kind, which make a better 
figure in conversation than in action, he gained a great 
deal by this interview with the English secretary, who, 
notwithstanding the cold reception which he met witli, 
gave such an advantageous representation of his abili- 
ties, as determined Elizabeth to treat him, hencefor- 
ward, with greater decency and respect' 

Elizabeth’s ea^mess to protect the conspirators, 
rendered James more violent in his proceedings against 

^ MelV. t93. Cald. iii. 238. Jebb, ii. 536. 



im} BOOK VI. ^ 

dtem. As they had all refnsed to accept of pardon 
\ipoD’ the, terms which he had offered, they were re- 
quired, by a new proclamation, to sutrender themselves 
prisoners. The earl of Angus alone complied; the 
rest either fled into England, or obtained the king’s 
licence to retire into foreign parts. A con- 
vention of estates was held,, the members of 
which, deceived by an unworthy artifice of Arran’s, 
declared those concerned in the Raid of Ruthven to 
have been guilty of high-treason ; appointed the act 
passed last year approving of their conduct to be ex- 
punged out of the records ; and engaged to support 
the king in prosecuting the fugitives with the utmost 
rigour of law. 

The conspirators, though far from having done any 
thing that was uncommon in that age, among mutinous 
nobles, and under an unsettled state of government, 
must be acknowledged to have been guilty of an act 
of treason against their sovereign ; and James, who 
considered their conduct in this light, had good rea- 
son to boast of his clemency, when he offered to par- 
don them upon their confessing their crime. But, on 
the other hand, it must be allowed that, after the king’s 
voluntary promise of a general oblivion, they had .some 
reason to complain of breach of faith, and, without the 
most unpardonable imprudence, could not have ]jut 
their lives in Arran’s power. 

1584. '^ke interest of the church was considerably 
fiiTour*^ affected by these contrary revolutions. While 
cumpin- the conspirators kept possession of power, the 
hritalc the clergy not only recovered, but extended, their 
privileges. As they had formerly declared the 
hierarchy to be unlawful, they took some bold mea- 
sures towards exterminating the episcopal order out of 
the church ; and it was owing more to Adamson’s dex- 
terity in perplexing and lengthening out the process 
for that purpose, than to their own want of zeal, tliat 
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they did not deprive, and perhaps excommunicate, all 
the bishops in Scotland. When the king recovered 
hia liberty, things put on a very different a^ect. The 
&^our bestowed upon Arran, the enemy of bvery thing 
decent and sacred, and the rigorous prosecution of 
those nobles who had been the most zealous defenders 
of the Protestant cause, were considered as sure pre- 
sages of the approaching ruin of the church. The 
clergy could not conceal their apprehensions, nor view 
this impending danger in silence. Dnry, who had 
been restored td bis o£Sce as one of the ministers of 
Edinburgh, openly applauded the Haid of Ruthven in 
the pulpit, at which the king was so enraged, that, not- 
withstanding some symptoms of his submission, he 
commanded him to resign his charge in the city. Mr. 
Andrew Melvil, being summoned before the privy- 
council, to answer for the doctrine which he had ut- 
tered in a sermon at St. Andrew’s, and accused of com- 
paring the present grievances of the nation with those 
under James III., and of intimating obliquely that they 
ought to be redressed in the Same manner, thought it 
incumbent on him to behave with great firmness. He 
declined the jurisdiction of a civil court, in a cause 
which he maintained to be purely ecclesiastical ; the 
presbytery, of which he was a member, had, as he con- 
tended, the sole right to call him to account for words 
spoken in the pulpit; and neither the king nor council 
could judge, in the first instance, of the doctrine deli- 
vered by preachers, without violating the immunities 
of the church. This exemption from civil jurisdiction 
was a privilege which ffie Popish ecclesiastics, admira- 
ble judges of whatever contributed to increase the lustre 
or power of their body, had long struggled for, and 
had at last obtained. .If the same plea had now been 
admitted, the Protestant clergy would have become in- 
dependent of the civil magistrate; and an order of 
men extremely useful to society, while they inculcate 
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those duties which tend to promote its -happiness and 
tranquillity, might have become no less pernicious, by 
teaching, -without fear or control, the most dangerous 
principles,- or by exciting their hearers to the most des- 
perate and lawless actions. The king, jealous to ex- 
cess of his prerogative, was alarmed at this daring en- 
croachment on it ; and as Melvil, by his learning and 
zeal, had acquired the reputation and authority of head 
of the party, he resolved to punish him with the rigour 
which that pre-eminence rendered necessary, and to 
discourage, by a timely severity, the revival of such a 
dangerous claim. Melvil, however, avoided his rage, by 
dying into England ; and the pulpits resounded witli 
complaints that the king had extinguished the light of 
learning in the kingdom, and deprived the church of 
the ablest and most faithful guardian of it liberties and 
discipline.”’ 

These violent declamations of the clergy against the 
measures of the court were extremely acceptable to tlu; 
people. The conspirators, though driven out of tlie 
kingdom, still possessed great influence there ; and as 
they had every thing to fear from the resentment of a 
young prince, irritated by the furious counsels of Arran, 
they never ceased soliciting dicir adherents to take 
arms in their defence. Gowrie, the only person among 
them who had submitted to the king, and accepted of 
a pardon, soon repented of a step whicli lost him the 
esteem of one party, without gaining the confidence of 
the other ; and, after suffering many mortifications from 
the king’s neglect and the haughtiness of Arran, he was 
at last commanded to leave Scotland, and to reside in 
France. While he waited at Dundee for an opportu- 
nity to embark, he was informed that the carls of Angus, 
Mar, and the tutor of Glamis, had concerted a scheme 
for surprising the castle of Stirling. In his situation, 
little persuasion was necessary to draw him to engage 

x* SpuUw. Caid. iri, iiM. 
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in, it. Under various pretexts he put off his voyage, 
■ ■ and Jay ready to talce arms on the day fixed by the con- 
spirators for the execution of their enterprise. . His Ua~ 
gering so long at Dundee, without any apparent reason, 
awakened the suspicion of- the court, proved fatal to 
himself, and disappointed the success of the conspi- 
racy. Colonel William Stewart surrounded the house 
where he lodged with a^body of soldiers, and, in spite 
of his resistance, took him prisoner. Two days after, 
Angus, Mar, and Glamis seized the castle of Stirling, 
and erecting their standard there, published a mani- 
festo, declaring that they took arms for no other reason 
but to remove from the king’s presence a minion who 
had acquired power by the most unworthy actions, and 
who exercised it with the most intolerable insolence. 
The account of Gowrie’s imprisonment struck a damp 
upon their spirits. They imputed it to treachery on 
his part, and suspected, that as he had formerly desert- 
edi^ihe had now betrayed them. At the same time Eli- 
zabeth having neglected to supply them in good time 
with a sum of money, which she had promised to them, 
and their friends and vassals coming in slowly, they 
‘ appeared irresolute and disheartened ; and as the king, 
who acted with great vigour, advanced towards them 
at the head of twenty thousand men, they fled preci- 
pitately towards England, and with difficulty made their 
escape.® . This rash and feeble attempt produced such 
effects as usually follow disappointed conspiracies. It 
not only hurt the cause for which it was undertaken, 
but added strength and reputation to the king ; con- 
firmed Arran’s power ; and enabled them to pursue 
tlieir measures with more boldness and g^reater suc- 
cess. Gowrie was the first victim of their resentment. 
After a very informal trial, a jury of peers found him 
. guilty of treason, and he was publicly beheaded at 
Stirling. 

n I IHTiMiMk nir nnuirlflui. :i76. Sniutsw. jJOi Cald. Hi. &c. 
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To humble the church was the king's next 
A step. But as it became necessary, for this pur- 
' pose, to call in the aid of the legislative autho- 
rity^ a parfiament was hastily summoned : and while 
so many of the nobles were banished out of the king- 
dom, or forbidden to appear in the king's presence ; 
while Arran’s haughtiness kept some at a distance, and 
intimidated others ; the meeting consisted only of such 
Screre as wcre absolutely at the devotion of the court, 
against the Order to coDccal the laws which were framing 
church. knowledge of the clergy, the lords of 

the articles were sworn to secrecy ; and when some of 
the ministers, who either suspected or were informed 
of the danger, deputed one of their number to declare 
their apprehensions to the king, he was seized at the 
palace-gate, and carried to a distant prison. Others, 
attempting to enter the parliament-house, were roliised 
admittance;'* and such laws were pressed, as totally 
overturned the constitution and discipline of the church. 
The refusing to acknowledge the jurisdiction of the 
privy-council ; the pretending an exemption from the 
authority of the civil courts; the attempting to dimi- 
nish the rights and privileges of any of tlu^ three estates 
in parliament, were declared to be higb-treuson. The 
holding assemblies, whether civil or ecclesiastical, with- 
out the kings permission or appointment; the uttering, 
either privately or publicly, in sermons, or in declama- 
tions, any false and scandalous reports against the king, 
his ancestors, or ministers, were pronounced capital 
crimes.** 

When these laws were published at the cross of Edin- 
burgh, according to the ancient custom, Mr. Robert 
Pont, minister of St. Cuthbert’s add one of the lord.s of 
session, solemnly protested against them,, in the name 
of his brethren, because they had been passed without 
the knowledge or consent of the chtifcb. Ever since 

® Cald. ill. ** I'ttfl. 8. Jac. VI. 
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the Reformation, the pulpits and ecclesiastical judica- 
tories had both been esteemed sacred. . In die former, 
the clergy had been accustomed to censure and admo- 
nish with unbounded liber^. In the latter, they exer- 
cised an uncontrolled and independent jurisdiction. 
The blow was now aimed at both these privileges. 
These new statutes were calculated to render church- 
men as inconsiderable as they were indigent; and as 
the avarice of the nobles had stripped them of the 
wealth, the king s ambition was about to deprive them 
of the power, which once belonged to their order. No 
wonder the alarm was universal, and the complaints 
loud. All the ministers of Edinburgh forsook their 
charge, and' fled into England. The most eminent 
clergymen throughout the kingdom imitated their ex- 
ample. Desolation and astonishment appeared in every 
part of the Scottish church ; the people bewailed the 
loss of pastors whom they esteemed ; and, full of con- 
sterpation at an event so unexpected, openly expressed 
their rage against Arran, and began to suspect the king 
himsidf to be an enemy to the reformed religion.'* 

4 Spotjw. 333. 
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1584 . I LE Scotland was tom by intestine factions, 

ton’s co” Elizabeth was alanned with the nimour of a 
agMnst project in agitation for setting Mary at liberty. 
EiiMbcUi. Francis Throkmorton, a Cheshire gentleman, 
was suspected of being deeply concerned in the design, 
and on that sil^piciou he was taken into custody. Among 
his papers were found two lists; one, of tlie [irincipal 
harbours in the kingdom, w-ith an account of their situ- 
ation, and oftlie depth of water in each ; the other, of 
all the eminent Roman Catholics in England. This 
circumstance confirmed the suspicion against him, and 
some dark and desperate conspiracy was supposiid just 
ready to break out. At first he lioldly avowed his in- 
nocence, and declared that the two pajK'rs were forged 
by the queen's ministers, in order to intimidate or in- 
snarc him ; and he even endured the rack with the 
utmost fortitude. But being brought a second time to 
the place of torture, his resolution failed him, and lie 
not only acknowledged that he had held a secret cor- 
respondence with the queen of Scots, but di 'seovereda 
design that was formed to invade England. The duke 
of Guise, he said, undertook td furnish troops, and to 
conduct the enterprise. The pope and king of Spain 
were to supply the money necessary for carrying it on ; 
all the English exiles were ready ta take arms ; many 
of the Catholics at home would be r^dy to join them 
at their landing ; Mendoza, the Spani.sh ambassador. 



92 SCOTLAND. [1584. 

lyho was life of 'ihe c(mspir^j^^ .jspared no ^pains'm 
fomenting t^^piirit of d|iaiFd^nii^|ong thefbglish, 
or in hapti^lBg tlte preparatic^ ^ me^contint^nt; ^^ 
by ^is command, he made the iwcf'4is^,F^Kef co^ls 
whereof had been’ found in his possession.^ ^ Thid eoh^ 
fession he retracted at his itrihl; r«^med to it again 
after sentence was passed on him ; tmd retracted it once 
more at the place bf execntion.* • 

To us in the present age who are assisted in forming 
our opinion of this matter by the light which time and 
history have thrown upon the designs and characters 
of the princes of Guise, many circumstances of Thr'ok- 
morton s confession appear to be extremely remote 
from truth, or even from probability. The duke of 
Guise was, at that juncture, far from being in a situa- 
tion to undertake foreign conquests. Without either 
power or office at court; hated by the king, and per- 
secuted by the favourites ; he had no leisure for any 
thoughts of disturbing the quiet of neighbouring states ; 
his vast and ambitious mind was wholly occupied in 
layitig the foundation of that famous league which 
shook the throne of France. But at the time when 
Elizabeth detected this conspiracy, the close union 
between the house of Guise and Philip was remarkable 
to all Europe ; and as their great enterprise against 
Henry III. was not yet disclosed, as they endeavoured 
to conceal that under their threatenings to invade 
England, Throkmorton’s discovery appeared to be 
extremely probable ; and Elizabeth, who knew how 
ardentiy all the parties mentioned by him wished her 
downfall, thought that she could hot guard her kingdom 
Drsigm with too much care. The indiscreet zeal of the 
aSS' English exiles increased her fears. Not satis- 
J5i«bc.h. incessant outcries against her severity 

to the Scottish queen, and her cruel persecution 
of her Catholic subjects, not thinking it enough that 

* Holliugshed, 1 J 70 . 
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one p<^ had her with the sentence of ex* 

coiamabicBtio%.^jd ailsl&er,.J^ actually pronounced 
it, they now bc^;w to disperac books and writii^s, in 
aihwh tb^'en^voured to. persuade their disciples, 
that it a:d'uld be a meritorious action to take away her 
life ; they openly exhorted the' maids of honour to treat 
her as Judith did Holofemes, and, by such an illas- 
trious deed, to render their own names honourable and 
sacred in the church throughout ail future For 

all these reasons, Elizabeth not only indicted tlie punish* 
ment of a traitor on Throkmorton, but commanded tlte 
Spanish ambassador instantly to leave England ; and 
that she might be in no danger of being attacked within 
the island, she determined to use her utmost edbrtSi in 
order to recover that influence over the Scottish cojin- 
cils, which she had for some time entirely lost. 

She ctiiUa- Thcrc werc three difl’ercut metliods by whicli 
re-pstablisb Elizabeth might hope to accomplish this ; cither 
(MKclS''* by furnishing such eirectual aid to the banishetl 
Scoiianii nobles, a.s would enable them to resume the 
Arran. chief direction of afiair.s ; or by entering- into 
such a treaty with Mary, as might intimidate her .son, 
who, being now accustomed to govern, woujd not he 
averse from agreeing to any term.s ratlier than resign 
the sceptrej or admit an associate in the throne ; or 
by gaining the earl of Arran, to secure die direction 
of the king his master. The last was not only the 
easiest and speediest, but most likely to be successful. 
This Elizabeth resolved to pursue ; but witliout laying 
the other two altogether aside. Witli this view she 
sent Davison, one of her principal secretaries, a man 
of abilities and address, into Scotland. A minister so 
venal as Arran, hated by lib own countrymen, and 
holding his power by the most precarious of all tenures, 
tlie favour of a young prince, accepted Elizabeth s 
offers without hesitation, and deemed the acquisition of 

^ Caiud. 497. 
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her protection to be the most solid foundation of his 
. own ereatness. Soon after he consented to an 

August 13 . . ^ • 1 1 1 TT 1 -I 

interview with lord nunsdon, the governor ot 
Berwick, and being honoured with the pompous title 
of lieutenant-general for the king, he . appeared at the 
place appointed with a splendid train. In Hunsdoh’s 
presence he renewed his promises of an inviolable and 
faithful attachment to the English interest, and assured 
him that James should enter into no negotiation which 
might tend to interrupt the peace between the two 
kingdoms ; and as Elizabeth began to entertain the 
same fears and jealousies concerning the king’s mar- 
riage, which had formerly disquieted her with regard 
to his mother’s, he undertook to prevent James from 
listening to any overture of that kind, until he had 
previously obtained the queen of England’s consent." 
senre banished lords and their adherents soon 

proceed- fgij efrects of Arran’s friendship with En?- 

ings against , . ^ ^ 

tlic banish- land. As Elizabeth had permitted them to take 
* “ refuge in her dominions, and several of her 
ministers were of opinion that she ought to employ her 
arms in the defence of their cause, the fear of tliis was 
the only thing which restrained James and his favourite 
from proceeding to such extremities against them, as 
might have excited the pity or indignation of the Eng- 
lish, and have prompted them to exert themselves with 
August s*» their behalf. But every apprehension 

' of this kind being now removed, they ventured 
to call a parliament, in which an act was passed, at- 
tainting Angus, Mar, Glamis, and a great number of 
their followers. Their estates devolved to the cro^vn, 
and according to the practice of the Scottish monarchs, 
who were obliged to reward the faction which adhered 
to them, by dividing with it the spoils of the vanquished, 
James deidt out the greater part of these to Arran and 
his associates.** 

' Cild. iii. 491. McIt. Si5. Sc« Append. No. XUII. 
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Agiinst the Nor was the treatment of the clergy less 

. rigorous. All ministers, readers, and professors 
in colleges, were enjoined to subscribe, within forty 
days, a paper testifying their approbation of the laws 
concerning the church enacted in last parliament. 
Many, overawed or corrupted by the court, yielded 
obedience ; others stood out. The stipends of the latter 
were sequestered, some of the more active committed 
to prison, and numbers compelled to fly the kingdom. 
Such as complied, fell under the suspicion of acting 
from mercenary or ambitious motives. Such as ad- 
hered to their principles, and sufl'ered in consequence 
of it, acquired a high reputation, by giving this con- 
vincing evidence of their firmness and sincerity. The 
Judicatories of the church were almost entirely sup- 
pressed. In some places scarce as many ministers 
remained, as to perform the duties of religious worship ; 
they soon sunk in reputation among the people, and 
being prohibited not only from discoursing of public 
atfairs, but obliged, by the jealousy of the adminis- 
tration, to frame every sentiment and expression in such 
a manner as to give tlie court no ofl’ence, tlmir .sermons 
were deemed languid, insipid, jind contemptible ; and 
it became the general opinion, that, together with the 
most virtuous of the nobles and the most faithful of the 
clergy, the power and vigour of religion were now 
banished out of the kingdom.* 

Meanwhile, Elizabeth was carrying on one of tiio.se 
fruitless negotiations with the queen of Scots, which it 
had become almost matter of form to renew every year. 
They served not only to amuse that unhappy princess 
with some prospect of liberty ; but furnished an. apo- 
logy for eluding the solicitations of foreign powers 
on her behalf; and were of use, to overawe Jame.s, 
by shewing him that .she could trt any til^ set free 
a dangerous rival to dispute hia authority. These 

* Cald. in. 
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treaties she suffered to proceed to what length she 
pleased, and never wanted a pretehce for bredking 
them off, when they became no longer necessary. The 
treaty now on foot was not) p^haps, more sincere 
than many which preceded it; the reasons, however, 
which rendered it ineffectual' were far from being 
frivolous. 

New con- As Crichton, a Jesuit, was sailing from Flan- 
igSIit towards Scotland, the ship on board of 

aiinbeth. ^hich he was a passenger happened to be 
chased by pirates, who, in that age, often infested the 
narrow seas. Crichton, in great confusion, tore in 
pieces some papers in his custody, and threw them 
away; but, by a very extraordinary accident, the wind 
blew them back into the ship, and they were immedi- 
ately taken up by some of the passengers, who carried 
them to Wade, the clerk of the privy-council. He, with 
great industry and patience, joined them together, and 
they were found to contain the account of a plot, skid 
to have been fprmed by the king of Spain and the duke 
of Guise, for invading England. The people were not 
yet recovered from the fear and anxiety occasioned by 
the conspiracy in which Throkmorton had been engaged, 
and as his. discoveries appeared now to be coniirmed 
by additional evidence, not only all their former appre- 
hensions recurred, but the consternation became general 
and excessive. As all the dangers with which England 
had been threatened for some years, flowed either im- 
mediately from Mary herself, or from such as made use 
of her name to justify their insurrections and con- 
spiracies, this gradually diminished the compassion due 
to her situation, and the English, instead of pitying, 
began to fear and to hate her. Elizabeth, under whose 
wise and pacific reign the English enjoyed tranquillity, 
and had^opened sources of wealth unknown to their 
ancestors, was extremely beloved by all her people ; and 
regard to her safety, not less than to their own interest^ 
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Oecuiow against the Scottish queen. In 

•nj^. order to ‘disoourage her adherents, it wa.s 
oppoBUion thought necessary to convince them, by some 
>Mwy; deed, of the attachmient of the Englisli 

to their own sovereign, and that any attempt against 
* Oci 19 would prove &tal to her rival; With this 

view an association was framed, the subscribers 
of which bound themselves by the most solemn oath.s, 
“ to defend the queen against all her enemies, foreign 
and domestic ; and if violence should be offered to ber 
life, in order to favour the title of any pretender to the 
crown, they not only engaged never to allow or ac- 
knowledge the person or persons by vrhoin, or for 
whom, such a detestable act should be committed, but 
vowed, in the presence of the eternal God, to prosecute 
such person or persons to the death, and to pursue* them, 
with tlicir utmost vengeaiice, to their utter overthrow 
and extirpation.'” Persons of all rank.s subscribed this 
coUnbination with the greatest eagerness and unanimity.'' 
whieh Mary considered tliis association, not only 
grotiy as an avowed design to exclude her from all 

alarms her. . i ^ i . 

right 01 succession, but as the cerUiin and im- 
mediate forerunner of her deslniction. In order to avert 
this, she made such feeble etlbrLs as were still in her 
power, and sent Naue, her secretary, to court, with ofle.rs 
of more entire resignation to the will of Elizabeth, in 
every point, which had been the occasion of their lung 
enmity, than all lier sufferings hitherto had been able 
to extort.'* But whether Mary adhered iidle.xibJy to lier 
privileges as an independent sovereign, or, yielding to 
the necessity of her situation, endeavoured, by conces- 
sions, to soothe her rival, she was equally unsuccessful. 
Her ffrmness was imputed to obstinacy, or to tbc secret 
hope of foreign assistance ; lier concessions were eitluT 
believed to be insincere, or to flow from the tear of somo 
imminent danger. Her present willingness, howevei , 

TiWb, L 1«?. f CaimJ. 499. ^ ^ Ttl. ib. 
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to comply with any terms was so greats Ant Walaaig~'i 
ham war^y urged his misiiess toicoma to afiual- agrep-' ' 
meat . with W.‘'< But BUlEabfth was pmaaded, that it 
was the spirit raised by the asst^f^tiou which haditm- ' 
dered her so, passive and complittiit' . She’ always iftie- 
gined that thrae was something mysteisails and deceit- 
ful in all Maly’s actions, and suspeotedher of carrying 
on a dangerous correspondence with the English Catho-. 
lies, both within and without the kihgdicun. Nor were 
heS'Suspicions altogether void of foundation; Mary'hadi 
about this time, written a letter to ^r Francis Inglefield, 
urging him to . hasteh the execution of what die calls the 
Great P/ot ok Designment, without hesiteiting on ac- 
count of any danger in which it might involve her life, 
which she wohld most willingly jiart with, if by that 
sacrifice she could procure relief for so great a number 
of the oppressed children of the church. In- 
ste^ therefore, of hearkening to the overtures 
^ter which the Scottish queen made, or granting any 
mitigation of the hardships of which she com- 
plained, Elizabeth resolved to take her out of the hmds 
of the earl, of Shrewsbury, and to appoint Sir Amias 
Paulet and Sir Dnie Drury to be her keepers. Shrews- 
buty had discharged his trust with great fidelity, during 
fifteen years, but, at the same time, had treated Mary 
with gentleness and respect, and had always sweetened 
harsh . .wihmands by the humanity with which he put 
theni|^iii execution. The same politeness was not to be 
expected from men of an inferior rank, whose severe 
vigilance perhaps was their chief recommendation to 
that employn^t, and the only merit by which they 
couldjpretend to gain favour or preferment' * 

Grey, » As James was no less eager than ever, to de- 
pi^ve the banished nobles of Elizabeth’s piotec- 
tbek^hti^iie tqipointed the master of Gray his am- 
.bassador to the court of England, and intrusted him 

' See App. N«. XUV. » Suype, iu. *46. • Cemd. 500. 
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wi& ^c(»dtlct<^anq!;otiation for that purpose. For 
this h^bor hhVwas in^btecirto the en^ jealoui^;; 
of the •eail'of Arran. Gniy*pOBs^se4 all t^' telents of 
''a oourtiet;; a ||rac^D^.;perBODv an ninnuating' address, 
boux^l^ '^l>i*h>n, and a restless and uitrigiung spirit. 
During his residmce'in France, he had been'aiAuitted 
into the most intimate funiliarily with the duke ofGuise, 
and, in order to gain his favour, had renoimced tiie Pro- 
testant religion, and professed the 'utmost seai for the 
captive queen, who carried on a secret correspniulenee 
with him, from which she ^pected great advuitag^. 
On his return into Scqtiand, he paid court to James 
with extraordinary assiduity, and his accomplishments 
did not fail to make their usual impression on the king's 
heart. ' Arran, who had introduced him, began quickly 
to dread his growing favour; and flattering himself, 
that absence would eflace any sentiments of tenderness, 
which were forming in the mind of a young prince, 
pointed him out by his malicious praises, as the most 
proper person in the kingdom for an embassy of such 
inq>ort 3 nce ; and contributed to raise him to that high 
dignity, in order to hasten his tall. Elizabeth, who had 
an admirable dexterity in discovering the proper in- 
struments for carrying on her desig^ns, endeavoured, by 
caresses and by presents, to secure Gray to her interest. 
The former flattered his vanity, which was g^at ; tlie 
latter supplied his profuseness, which was still greater. 
He abandoned himself without reserve to Elizabeth’s 
direction, and not only undertook to retain the king 
under the influence of England, but acted as a spy upon 
the Scottish queen, and betrayed to her rival every 
secret that he could draw from hter by his Ugh preten- 
sions of zeal in her service.” 

HUinMot Gray’s credit with the Elfish court was Cx- 
ttemely galling to the banis^d nol^. Eliza- 
Engins. beth no longer thought of emplctying her poprer 

■ Stf^pe, uL Mdv. SlAv 
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to restore them ; she fovind it e^ier to govern Scotland 
by corrupting the king’s favourites ; and, in coinpliance 
’trith G;;ay ’8 solicahitions, she comn^dcd^ the 
exifes to leave the nprth of England,' and to re^ 
move into the heart qf the kingdom. This rendered it 
'difficult for them to hold any correi^opdence with their 
partisans in Scotland, and almost impossible to return 
thither without her permission. Gray, by gaining a 
j^oint which James had so much a,t heart, riveted him- 
self more iirmly than ever in his favour; and, hy ac- 
quiring greater reputation, became capable of serving 
Elizabeth with greater success^’ 

1585. Arran had now possessed for some time all 
the power, the riches, and the honours, that his 
andiwo- immoderate ambition could desire, or thefond- 
ness'of a prince, who set no limits to his liberality 
towards his favourites, could bestow. The office of lord- 
chancellor, the highest and most important in the king- 
dom, was conferred upon him, even during the life of the 
earl of Argyle, who succeeded Athol iu that dignity ;* 
an(t|)ie public beheld, with astonishment and indigna- 
tipii, a man educated as a soldier of fortune, ignorant of 
law, and a contemner of justice, appointed to preside in 
parliainent, the privy-council, iu the coutt of session, 

and intrusted with the supreme disposal of the property 
of his fellow-subjects. He was, at the same time, go- 
vernor of the castles of Stirling and Edinburgh, the two 
principal forts in Scotland ; provost of the city of Edin- 
burgh ; and as if by all these accumulated dignities his 
merits were not sufficiently recompensed, he had been 
created lieutenant-general over the whole kingdom. No 
person was admitted into the king’s presence without 
his permission ; no favour could be obtained buf by his 
mediation. James, occupied with youthful amusements, 
devolved upon him the whole regal authority. Sudi 
unmerited elevation increased his naturd arrogance, 

u Cald. iii. 643. « Crawf. Offic. of State, App. 447. 
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and rendered it intolerable. He was no longer content 
-writb tbe condition of a subject, but pretended to derive 
his pedigree from Murdo duke of Albany ; and boasted 
openly, that his title to the crown was prefetable to that 
of the king himself. But, together with these thoughts 
of royalty, he retained the meanness suitable to his pri- 
mitive indigence. His venality as a judge was scan- 
dalous, and was exceeded only by that of his wife, who, 
in defiance of decency, made herself a party in almost 
every suit which came to be decided, employed her in- 
fluence to corrupt or overawe the judges, and almost 
openly dictated their decisions.*’ HSiS rapaciousness as 
a minister was insatiable. Not satisfied with the re- 
venues of so many offices ; with the estate and honour.^ 
which belonged to the family of Hamilton ; or with the 
greater part of Gowrie's lands, which had fallen to his 
share ; he grasped at the possessions of several of the 
nobles. He required lord Maxwell to exchange part of 
his estate for the forfeited lands of Kinncil; and be- 
cause he was unwilling to quit an ancient inheritance 
for a possession so precarious, he stirred up against him 
his hereditary rival, the laird of Johnston, and involved 
that corner of the kingdom in a civil war. He com- 
mitted to prison the earl of Athol, lord Home, and the 
master of Cassils ; the first, because he wpuld not di- 
vorce his wife, the daughter of the earl of Gowrie, and 
entail his estate on him ; the second, because he was 
unwilling to part with some lands adjacent to one of 
Arran’s estates ; and the third, for refusing to lend him 
money. His spies and informers filled tlni whole coun- 
try, and intruded themselves into every company. The 
nearest neighbours distrusted and feared each other. 
All familiar society was at an end. Even the common 
intercoursesof humanity were interrupted, no man know- 
ing in whom to confide or where to utter his complaints. 
There is not perhaps in history an example of a. mi- 

i> Cald. iii. 331. Scot»Ui»el'« Sttggering Sute, 7. 
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nister so'umversalfy detes^tile fo aluiti^^WVbo more 
justly deserved its detestation.^ ' 

affl^ djpspisi^the inurmurs oftbe pe^le, a loose 
tdiu^nekr^ tetej)^^ , and proceeded te acts Itill more 
violent. ^David Hbmfe'df Argaty, tmd ®iifnck bis bro- 
ther, having rece^e’d lettewr from one of the bsmisbed 
lords about private' Susine|s, were odndedined and put 
to death, for holding corr^^onde^ee with rebels. Cun- 
ningh^e of Drumwbaset, wd Douglto of Msuns, two 
gentlemen of honour and repnliition, were accused of 
having conspired with the exiled nobles to seize the 
king’s person; a single witness only appeared; the 
evidence they produced of their innocence was unan- 
swerable; th^ir accuser himself not long after acknow- 
ledged that he. had been suborned by Artan ; hnd all 
men believed the charge against them to be groundless; 
Frtis. *9^ were found guilty, notwithstanding, and 
suffered the death of traitors.' "■ ' 

About the same time that these gentlemen 
were punished for a pretended conspiracy, 
Elizabeth’s life was endangered by a real one. 
Parrjr, a doctor of laws, and a member of the house of 
comntens, a man vain and fantastic, but of a' resolute 
spirit, had lately been reconciled to the church of Rome ; 
and fraught witli the zeal of. a new convert, he offered 
to demonstrate the sincerity of his attachment to the 
religion which he had embraced, by killing Elizabeth. 
Cm-dinal Allen had published a book, to prove the mur- 
der of an excommunicated prince to be not only lawful, 
but a meritorious action. The pope’s nuncio at Venice* 
the Jesuits both there and at Paris, the English ayiles* 
all approved of the design. The pope himself e^brted 
him .to persevere; and Ranted him for his encourage- 
ment a plenary indulgence, and remission of his sins. 

■Cardind diComerwrote to him a letter te the same 

1 SpolJw. 337, 338. r ity. sjg ^ald. ui. 794. 
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purpoaej bul ||iough he got access to the queen, 
iear, or some fikiaining sense of duty, regained him 
fro^' perpetrating the crime. Happily his mention 
at iai^ discovered by Nevil, the oi^y person in Eng- 
Idnd .to whom he had coipmunicated it ; and 
having himself voluntarily confessed his . guih, 
he suffered the punishment which it deserved.' 

A lertiit These repeateid conspiracies against their so* 
vereign avrakened the indignation of the Eng- 
SSirta parliament, and produced a very extraor- 
dinary statute, which, in the end, proved fatal 
to the queen of Scots. By this law the association in 
defence of Elizabeth’s life was ratified, and it was far- 
ther enacted, “ That if any rebellion shall be excited 
in the king(}om, or any thing attempted to the hurt of 
her majesty’s person, dj/ or for any person pretending 
a title to the crown, the queen shall empower twenty- 
four persons, by a commission under the great seal, to 
examine into, and pass sentence upon such offences ; 
and afterjudgmentgiven.aproclaination shallbc issued, 
declaring the persons whom they hnd guilty excluded 
from any right to the crown ; and her majesty’s sub- 
jects may lawfully pursue ’ every one of them to the 
death, with all their aiders and abettors; and if any 
design against the life of the queen take effect, the per- 
sons hy or for whom such a detestable act is executed, 
and thdr issues^ being in any wise assenting or privy 
to the same, shall be disabled for ever from pretending 
to the crown, and be pursued to death in the like man- 
ner.”* This act was plainly levelled at the queen of 
Scots; and, whether we consider it as a voluntary ex 
pression of the zeal and concern of the tuition for Eli 
zabejflis safety, or whether we impute it to tfie inffuence 
which that uitful princess preserved over her parlia- 
ments, it is no easy matter to . reconcile it widi the 
'general princi^es of justice or.huipahity. Maiy w'as 

• State TiW», i. 103. ' IbW- '• 1*3. 
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thereby. rendered accountaUe net oi^ for her own 
actions, Unit for those of others; in CMnsequence of 
which she might forfeit- her right iOf succession, and 
even her life itself. - - ^ .< • 

The rigour ' Mary jusdy conadered this act as a warning 
Hie*'**?'''' h) prepare for the worst extremities. Elixa- 
crMMd'” Ministers, it is probable, had resolved by 

this time to take away her life ; and suffered 
books to be published, in order to persuade the nation 
that this cruel and unprecedented measure was not 
only necessary but just." Even that short period of her 
days which remained, .they rendered uncomfortable, by, 
every hardship and indignity which it was in their 
power to indict. Almost all her servants were dis- 
missed, she was treated no longer with the respect due 
to a queen ; and, though the rigour of seventeen years’ 
imprisonment had broken her constitution, she. was 
confined to two ruinous chambers, scarcely habitable, 
even in the middle of summer, by reason of cold. Not- 
withstanding the scantiness of her revenue, she had 
been accustomed to distribute regularly some alms 
among the poor in the village adjoining to the castle. 
Paulet now refused her liberty to perform this pious 
and humane office, which had afforded' her great conso- 
lation amidst her own sufferings. The castle in which 
she resided was converted into a common prison ; and 
a young mmi, suspected of Popery, was confined there, 
and treated under her eye with such rigour, that he died 
of the ill usage. She often complained to Elizabeth of 
these multiplied injuries, and expostulated as became 
a woman and a queen ; but as no political reason now 
obliged that princess to amuse her any longer with 
fallapious hopes, far from granting her any redress, she 
did not even deign to give her any answer. The king 
of Prance, closely allied to Elizabeth, on whom he de- 
pended fcff assistance against his rebellious, subjects, 

; ■ Slrjrpe^ iij. 299. 
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was afraid of esjpousmg Mary’s cause with any warmth ; 
and 'al| ' his solicitations in her behalf were feeble, for- 
mal, suid inefficacious. But Gas^nau, the French 
bm^^x^vrliose compassion and zeal ibr thi/unbajp^^ 
queen supplied* the defects in his instructioD^, remon- 
strated with such vigour against the indignities to which 
she was exposed, that by his importuni^, he prevailed 
at length to have her removed to Tuthbury ; thougli 
she was confined the greater part of another winter in 
her present wretched habitation.* 

A bieuh Neither the insults of her enemies, nor the 
neglect of her fnends, made such an impression 
iierioii. on Mary as the ingratitude of her son. James 
had hitherto treated his mother with filial rcsiicct, and 
had even entered into negotiations with her, which 
gave umbrage to Elizabeth. But as it was not the inte- 
rest of the English queen that his good correspondence 
should continue. Gray, who, on his return toScotlandi 
found his favour with the king greatly increased by the 
success of his Embassy, persuaded him to write a harsh 
and undutiful letter to his mother, in which he ex- 
pressly refused to acknowledge her to be queen of Scot- 
land, or to consider his affairs as connected, in any 
wise, with hers. This cruel requital of her maternal 
tenderness overwhelmed Mary with sorrow and de- 
spair. “ Was it for this,” said she, in a letter 
Jiarch 21 . French ambassador, “ that 1 have en- 

dured so much, in order to preserve fur him the inhe- 
ritance to which I have a just right? 1 am far from 
envying his authority in Scotland. I desire no power 
there ; nor wish to set ray foot in tliat kingdom, if it 
were not for the pleasure of once embracing a son, 
whom I have hitherto loved with too tender afl'cctiou. 
Whatever he either enjoys or e.xpects, he derived it 
from me. From him I never received assistance, sup- 
ply, or benefit of any kind. Let not n^ allies treat him 

> Jebb, vvl. ii. 526—598. 
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a«y Ifli^r a» a kin^^r^biA^ digi% by my 
consent; and^if a-if^y rep^Nmc^ do not^pease 
my just resenbnent, 1 will load with a pjuren& 
curse, and snrrender my crown^ inth .dl tny .pieien- 
sions, to one whow^ill rebme th^widi gratitade, and 
defend them wWh vigour.’’ ‘ The lote which James 
bore to his modier, whdih he had never known, and* 
whom he had been early taught; to wmajd ^r as one of 
the most abandoned persons of her sex, cannot be sup- 
pose ever to have been ardent ; .and he did not now take 
any pains to re^in her &vour. But whether her in- 
dignation at his undutifnl behaviour, added, to her 
bigotted attachment to Popeiy,' prompted Mary at any 
time to ..think seriously of disinheriting her son ;■ or 
whether these threatenings were uttered in a sudden 
sally of disappointed affection, it is now no easy mat- 
ter to determine. Some papers which are still extant 
seem to render the form^ not improbable.' 

another kind, and no le.ss disquiet- 
of Ktim- *ng, occupied Elizabeth's thoughts. Tlie calm 
which she had long enjoyed, seemed now to 
be at an end ; and such storms were gathering in every 
quarter, as filled her with just alarm. All the neigh- 
houi^g nations had undergone revolutions extremely 
to her disadvantage. The great qualities which Henry 
111. had displayed in his youdi, and which raised the 
expectations of his st^jeeta so high, vanished on hi.>« 
ascending the throne ; and his acquiring supreme 
power seems not only to have corrupted his heart, but 
to have itppaired his understanding. He SQpn lost the 
esteem and affection of the nation ; and a life divided 
between the austerities of a superstitious devotion, and 
the extravagancies of the most dissolute debattcber>', 
rendered him as' eontemptibie as he was odious <m ac- 
count of his lapaciousness, his profusion, and the fond- 
.ness widi.il^kA be doatad on many unworthy minions. 
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On Uie of ^is fi^ biodter, those sentioMiits idf 
fpeidpe tranlt' oat violence. Henry had no 
dlildren, though hat thirty-two yean of age,* the 
sttceessionofthecrown was already ccmsraeredsis open, 
l^e king of^Kwaarre, a distiubt descendant of ,ihe royal 
inaily, but ti^' undoabted heir to the crown, was a 
Fronthe zeslous PrOtcStant. The prospect of an event 
vtST* ftital to their religion, as his ascending die 
throne of France, darmed all the Catholics of 
Eurqoe; and induced die duke of Guise, countenanced 
by the pope, and aided by the king of Spain, to appear 
as the defender of die Romish faith, and the asssrtcr 


of the cardinal of Bourbon's right to the crown. In 
order to unite the party, a bond of confederacy was 
formed, distinguished by the name of the' Holy Ltagtu:. 
All ranks of men joined in it with emulation. The 
spirit spread with die irresistible rapidiQ^ which was 
natural to religious passions in that age. The desUnc- 
tion of the Reformation, not only in France, but all ovt:r 
Europe, seemed to lie the object and wish of the whole 
party ; and the duke of Guise, die liead of this mighty 
and 7.calou.s body, acquired authority in tlic kingdom, 


far superior to that which the king himself pi^cssed. 
P Philip II., by the conquest of- Portugal, had 
wwer of greatly increased the naval power of Spain, and 
had at last reduced under his dominion all that 


portion of the continent which ♦lit.s beyond die Pyre- 
nean mountains, and which nature seems to have des- 
tined to form one great monarchy. William prince of 
Orange, who first encouraged the inhabitants of the 
Netherlands to assert dieir libertiisi, and whose wisdom 


and valour framed and protected] die rising commoo- 
wealth,’had fallen by the hands of an assassin. The 
soperior genius of the prince of PaAna had given an 
^ire tom to the fate of a'ar in the Low Countries ; all 


his enterpnses, concerted whh consttiliiMlili^ skill, and 
executed yvith equal bravery, had been abended with 
-success; and the Dutch, reduced to th«- last extremity. 
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were on the point of falling tinder the dominion of their 
ancient master. 

Hct None of those circumstances, to which Elli- 

zabe& had hitherto owed her security, existed 
duel. any longer. She could derive no advantage 
from the jealousy which had subsisted betweep France 
and Spain ; Philip, by means of his confederacy with 
the duke of Guise, had an equal sway in the councils 
of both kingdoms. The Hugonots were unable to con- 
tend with the power of the league ; and little could be 
expected from any diversion which they might create. 
Nor was it probable that the Netherlands could long 
employ the arms, or divide the strength of Spain. In 
this situation of the affairs of Europe, it became nece.s- 
sary for Eliziftieth to form a new plan of conduct ; and 
her wisdom' in forming it was not greater than the vi- 
gour with which she carried it on. The measures mo.st 
suitable to her natural temper, and which she had 
hitherto pursued, were cautious and safe ; those which 
she now adopted were enterprising and hazardous. 
She preferred peace, but was not afraid of war ; and 
was capable, when compelled by ncces.sity, not only 
of defending herself with .spirit, hut of attacking her 
enemies with a boldness which averted danger from her 
own dominions. She immediately furni.shed the IIii- 
gonots with a considerable supply in money. She car- 
ried on a private negotiation with Henry III., who, 
though compelled to join the league, hated the leaders 
of it, and wished for their destruction. She openly 
undertook the protection of the Dutch commonwealth, 
and sent a powerful army to its assistance. She en- 
deavoured to form a general confederacy of the Protes- 
nrx’Un princes, in oppu.sitioa to the' Popish league. 
i<> i»ini>b She determined to proceed with the utmost ri- 
i« B««**”* gour against the queen of Scots, whose suffer- 
ibr rights ailbrded her enemies a specious 

j»retence for invading her dominion.s. She resolved to 
redouble her endeavour.'', in order to effect a cloM*r 
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union with Scotland» and to extend and perpetuate her 
influence over the counsels of that nation. 

She found it no di£Bcult matter to induce most of die 
Scottish courtiers to promote all her designs. Gray, 
Sir John Maitland, who had been advanced to the office 
of secretary, which his brother formerly held. Sir Lewis 
Bellenden the justice clerk, who had succeeded Gray 
as, the king's resident at London, were the persons in 
whom she chiefly confided. In order to direct 
and quicken their motions, she dispatched Sir 
Edward Wotton along with Bellenden into.ScoUand. 
This man was gay, well-bred, and entertaining; he 
excelled in all die exercises for which James had a 
passion, and amused the young king by relating the 
adventures which he had met lyilh, and Uic observa- 
tions he had made, during a long residence in foreign 
countries ; but,. under the veil of these superficial qua- 
lities, he concealed a dangerous and intriguing spirit. 
He soon grew into high favour widi James, andi while 
he vfas seemingly attendve only to pleasure and diver- 
sions, he acquired influence over the public counsels, 
to a degree which was indecent for a stranger to 
possess.* 

Propouiit Nothing, however, could be more acoeptablc! 
* to the nation, than the proposal which he made 

bud. of a .strict alliance between the two kingdoms, 

in defence of the reformed religion. The rapiil and 
alarming progrc.ss of the Popish league seemed to call 
on all Protestant princes t» unite for the preser\aiion of 
their common faith. Janic.s embraced tin.' overture with 
warmth, and a convention of estates empowered 
him to conclude such a treaty, and cngaginl to 
ratify it in parliament.' Tlie alacTity with which James 
concurred in this measure must not be wholly astTibcd 
either to his own zeal, or to Wottou’s address ; it wa^ 
ow'ing in part to Elizabeth's liberality. As a mark of 
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ber motherly afiec^km for the young king, she settled 
on him an anmial' pension of five thousand, pounds ; 
the same ihim which' her father had allotted 1^ before 
she asc^ded tbi’^dvone. .^^kis.;ciiinim8tance, vduch 
she took '-care to mentkm^iteMereda suol which in that 
agv was far from fnu% mconsid<^^^« ve^ accept- 
alde present to the king^ adkoseteeeiini^'iduring a long- 
minority, had been ab&ost totaj% dksipided.* ' 

Under- Butthechiefobjectof Wotton’isintrigoea was 
Anu’i ^ Arran. While a minion so odious to the 
pow* nation continued to govern the, -king, hte assist- 
ance could -be of little advantage to EliiabeA. And’ 
though Arran, ever sincediis interview with Hunsdo% 
had appeared^ extrem^ylip her interest, she coold place 
no grrat. -<^niffdeace«i||iKman whose eonduct was so 
capricious^d irregnn^^^ who, notwithstanding his 
protestatidhs to the rontrary, sttU continued a secret 
correspondence both with Mary and with the duke of 
Guise,. The banished lords were attached to England 
from affection as well as principle, uid were the 6nly 
persons among die Scots whom, in any dangerous exi- 
gency, she could thoroughly trust Before Bellenden 
left London, diey had been summoned thither, under 
Colour of vindicating themselves from his accusations, 
but, in reality, to concert with him the most proper 
measures Sot restoring them to th^ country. Wottou 
pursued diis plan, and endeavour!^ tP it for exe- 

cution ; afid it was greaUy facilitated by as event nei- 
thcr uncommon nor considerable. Sir John Forster, 
and Kcr of Ferniherst the Englisli and Senttish war- 
dens of the middle marches, having met according to 
the custom of tke borders, abotit msdsuinmer, a tmy 
arose, and lord Russel, the eailof^edford's eldest son, 
happened to be killed. This scuffle was purely aeei- 
dental, biU E lisa beth chose to consider it as a design 
formed by Ker, pd the inst%«tion of Atnm, to involve 

< CM. Ui. MS. 
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the two kingdoEU in mtn Shepsistedlhat boA should 
be ddivei^ up to her j^aid, though James eluded that 
demandp^e was obliged to confine- Arran in St. An* 
drew%, and' KetMh Abifi^en.' parang Ids absence 
firom court, '^Fottan’and'W aasoddteB carried on their 
* ^ ^ inti^oea>witho^inteern|ftiQin. vByt^^ 

the bazurited nobles endeavoured to aocoinrab- 
date -their difiedinces -with lord John and lord 
Claud^ the dulce of ChatelheraulVs two sons, whom 
^ i.: Morton's violenbe had driven out of dte king* 

* dom. Their common sufferings, and common 
interest, induced both parties to bury in oblivion the 
ancient dikord which had subilskd between the houses 
of HamUton and Douglas. S^Hizabeth's permission, 
they returned in a body to tyjl^rders of -Scotland. 
Arran, who bad agmn recOs^l ''favour, looted on 
putting the kingdom in^a posttire of defence; but Gray, 
Bellenden, and Maitland, secretly thwarted all his 
measures. Some necessary orders they prevented from 
being issued ; others they rendered ineffectual by the 
manner of execution; and all of them were obeyed 
slowly, and with reluctance.** 

Wotton's fertile brain was, at the same time, big with 
anotlier and more dangerous plot. He had contrived 
to seize the king, and to carry him by force into Eng- 
land. But the design was happily discovered ; and, 
in order to avoid the punishm^ which his treachery 
merited; he departed without twing leave.* 

They K- Meanwhile the banished lords hastened tlic 
execution of their enterprise ; and, as thei r friends 
vassals were now ready to join then), they 
Dm k-Big. entered Scotluid. Wherever they came, tlicy 
were welcomed as the ditliverers of dieir country, and 
the most fervent prayers were addressed to. Heaven 
for the success of their arms. Tb^ advanced, without 
losing a mdment, towards Stirling, at die bead of ten 

' MO • kUlf . i.\> 
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thousand meu. .Hie king, though he had. assembled 
an army 'Supoior in taumber, ^Id not venture to 
meet thefai in die field,, with'troi^.irhose loyalty wa.s 


hearty in the cause ; nor inis either the town' or chatle 
provided for a aiege^Hie gatesyiiewever, of both, were 
^ shut, and. ^e,i!^es efibempdid 0^ Niiiiah’s. 
That same i^t they ^rptis^ the town* or, 
more probably, it was betrayed into thebhaii^; and 
Arran, who had yhderfidcen to*defend itj'waji Ol^j^d 
to save himself by a precipitate flight.-^ . Next monwg 
they invested the casdc, in which there 'treee^hdt pro* 
visions fiw twenty-four hours ; and James wUs neo^i- 
tated immediately to hearken to terms of aocominoda- 
tiOB. T|ey were notapo, elated with success as ^ urge 
cxtravi^gimt demandS^^iior was the king unwilling to 
make evdi^ reasonable cbncession. They obtained a 
pardon inrdic most ample form, of all the offences which 
they had committed ; the principal forts in the kingdom 
were, by way of security, put into their hands ; Craw- 
ford, Montrose, and colonel Stewart, were removed from 
the king's presence ; and a pairliament was called, in 
order to establish tranquillity in the nation.' 

Apsriu- .Though a great ijiajority in this ..parliament 
consisted of Ae* confederate nobles and tlieir 
adherents, they were far frpm discovering a vin- 
dictive spirit. Satisfied with piocuring an act, restor- 
ing tbctU’td dicir anic^ent honours and estates, and rati- 
fying the pardon granted by the king, ffiey seemed will- 
ing to forget aH j^t errors in the administration, and> 
spared James the mortification of seeing hi.s minister.s 
branded with any public note of pxfamy. Arran alone, 
deprived of all bis .honours, strapped of bis borrowed 
spoils, and declared an enemy to ^s country by public 
proclamation, sunk back into obscurity, and uiu-st heiico- 
forth be mentioned by hiS* primitive title of captain 
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James Stewarl.- As he had, bee4,'duriQghia unmerited 
prosper^, the^;ect.t^ the;iiatr^ agiid«|digiiatiou of 
h^c^bym^^^ h^Id^hi*^ pi^, uor 

Ua8td^reay/^ '■ :r. " 

chordi pl«j^f?pere 

ohta^!^ ilio ledre&s c^ their grievai^s l^&is 
reT^ution. The c^oMerate jmhles had a&alonj^ af- 
fected; to be cbiisidared as guardiaijs of tbe privileges 
and discipline of the chur^. fn all their manifef|os 
diejr had declared their resoladOn to restore these, and 
by tlutt popular pretence had gained many friends. It 
was now natural to expect some. fruit of tlicse promises, 
and some^etums of gratitude towards many of the.most 
mnihent preachers who had suffered in th^ cause, and 
who demanded the repeal of the laws pan^ the pre- 
ceding year.. The king* however, was resoiuitc to main- 
tain these laws in full authority ; and as the nobles 
were extiemely solicitous not to disgust him, by in- 
sisting on any disagreeable request, the claims of the 
church in this, as well as in many other instances, were 
sacrificed to the interest of the lai^. The minuters 
gave vent to their indignation in tiie pulpit, and their 
impatience under the disappointment broke out in some 
expressions extremely disrespectful even towards the 
king himself.' 

The.archbishop of Sb Andrew's, too, felt tlio 
effects of their anger, tlic provincial synod ol 
Fife summoned him to appear, and to answer for his 
contempt d the decrees of fyrmer assemblies, in pre* 
suming to exercise the functions of a bishop. Though 
he refused to acknowledge the jnrisdiction of the «mrt, 
and appealed from it to the king, a {|antence (ff exepm- 
mtmication, equally mdecent and i rr e gulaty ms pro- 
nounced ^against him. Adamson, witik m lem inde- 

'* (SpMMT.SSS- 4“’, 
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cency, thundered his archiepiscopal excommunication 
against Melvil, and some other of his opponents. 

Soon after, a general assemUy was held, in 
* which the king, with some difficulty, obtained 
an act, pcrmittingihe name and office of bishop still to 
continue in the church. The power of the order, how- 
ever, was considerably retrenched. The exercise of 
dLscipliiie, and the inspection of the life and doctrine 
of the clergy, were committed JtO presbyteries, in which 
uishops .should be allowed no offier pre-eminence but 
tliat of presiding as perpetual moderators. They them- 
selves were declared to be subject, in the same manner 
as other pastors, to the jurisdiction of the general as- 
sembly. As the discussion of the archbishop's appeal 
might havekindled unusual heats in the assembly, that 
affair was terminated by a compromise. He renounced 
any claim of supremacy over the church, and promised 
to demean himself suitably to the character of a bishop, 
as described by St. Paul. The assembly, without exa- 
mining the foundations of the sentence of excommuni- 
cation, declared that it should be held of no effect, and 
restored him to all the privileges which he enjoyed be- 
fore it was pronounced. Notwithstanding the extraor- 
dinuy tenderness shewn for the honour of the synod, 
and the delicacy and respect with which its jurisdiction 
was treated, several members were so /.ealous as to 
protest against this d^ision.** 

A ki^ The court of Scotland was now filled with 
(Itta persens so warmly attached to Elizabetli, that 
ijjg league between the two kingdoms, vHiich 
had been proposed last year, met with no interruption, 
but from D'E^val, the French envoy. James himself 
first offered to renew the negotiations. Elizabeth did * 
not suffer such a favourable opportunity to slip, and 
instantly dispalcl^ Randolph' to conclude a treat}'. 

kCtM.Ui.S94. SpvlHt.34«. 
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wbidb she -so much desired. The danger to 

-a^iich the Protestant religion was exposed, by 
the late combitmtioDtof the Popish powers for its do- 
str^tion, and the necessity of a striei confederacy among 
those who had embraced the Reformation, in order to 
obstruct their pernicious designs, were mentioned as 
the foundation of the league. The chief articles in ii 
were, that both parties should bind themselves to de- 
fend the evangelical religion ; tliat the league should 
be offensive and defensive against all whb shall endea- 
vour to disturb the exercise of religion in either king- 
dom ; that if one of the two parties be invaded, the 
other, notwithstanding any former alliance, should not, 
directly or indirectly, assist the invader ; that if Eng- 
land be invaded in any part remote from Scotland, 
James should assist the queen with two thousand horse 
and five thousand foot ; that if the enemy landed or ap- 
proached within sixty miles of Scotland, the king sliuuid 
take the field with his whole forces, in tlic same manner 
as he would do in defence of his own kingdom. Eli- 
zabeth, in return, undertook to act in defence of Scot- 
land, if it should be invaded. At the same time she 
assured the king that no step should bo taken, wbicli 
might derogate in any degree fron> bis pretensions to 
the English crown.’ Elizabetli expressed great satis- 
faction with a treaty, which rendered Scotland a usefiil 
ally instead of a dangerous neiglilKuir, and affordeil 
her a degree of security on that side, which all her an- 
cestors had>aimed at, but none of them had been able 
to obtain. * Zeal for religion; together with the bless- 
ings of peace which botli kingdoms hail enjoyed during 
a considerable period, had so far abated the violence 
of national antipathy, tliat the king’s conduct was uni- 
veneSy acceptable to his own people.^ ^ . 

The accpiittad of Archibald Dot^^be, a^it time, ex- 
posed James much and deserved censure. This man 

• S|ta«nr. S$l. * Grad.^ll 
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waa deeply engaged in the conspiracy against the life 
of king hkfsifher. * Both Morton, and Binny one 
of ku servants, who suffered for that crime, had 
aceused him of being present at the murder.' He had 
escaped punishment by flying into England, and James 
had Qftcn required Elizabeth to deliver up a person so 
unworthy of her protection. He now obtained a li- 
cence, from llie king himself, to return into Scotland ; 
and, after undergoing a mock trial, calculated to con- 
ceal, rather than to detect his guilt, he was i .jt only 
taken into favour by the king, but sent back to the court 
of England, with the honourable character of bis am- 
bassador. James was now of such an age, tliat his 
youth and inexperience cannot be pleaded in excuse 
for this indecent transaction. It must be imputed to 
the excessive facility of his temper, which often led him 
to gratify bis courtiers at the expense of his own dig- 
nity and reputation.™ 

UiM uf Not long after, the inconsiderate affection of 
the English Catholics towards Mary, tmd their 
implacable resentment against Elizabeth, gave 
Giuatwih. ride to a conspiracy which proved fatal to the 
one queen, left an indelible stain on the reputation of 
the other, and presented a spectacle to Europe, of 
which there had been hitherto no exanipK, in tlic his- 
tory of mankind. 

Doctor Gifford, Gilbert Gifl'ord, and Hodgson, priests 
cdutJittcd in the seminary at Kheims, lad adopted an 
extravagant and enthusiastic notion, that the bull of 
Pius V. against Elizabeth was dictated immediately by 
the Holy Ghost. This wild opinion they instilled into 
Savage, an officer in the Spanish army, noted for his 
furious zeal and daring courage ; and persuaded him 
that no service cquld be so acceptable to heaven, a.s to 
take away die life of an excommunicated heretic. Sa- 

* 8fe App^l. K«. XLVll, Anoc. Criou Triik, 7 , Ac. 
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vage, eager to obtain the crown of martyrdom, bound 
himself by a solemn vow to kill Elizabeth. 
April *6. ^ pragmatical priest of that seminary, 

had at that time come over to Paris, and solicited Men- 
doza, the Spanish ambassador there, to procure an in- 
vasion of England, while the affairs of the le^e were 
so prosperous, and the kingdom left naked by sending 
so many of the queen’s best troops into the Netherlands. 
Paget and the Englishtjcxiles demonstrated the fruit- 
lessnes< of such an attempt, unless Elizabeth were first 
cut off. or the invaders .secured t)f a powerful concur- 
rence on '.heir landing. If it could be hoped that cither 
of those • vents would haj)pen, effectual aiAwas pro- 
mised ; and in the mean time Ballard was si^^t back to 


renew his intrigues. 

He communicated his designs to Anthony 
.May i.v. a young gentleman in Derbyshire, 

of a large fortune and many an\iable tiualities, who 
having contiacted, during his residence in France, a 
fumiiiarii- with the archbishop of Glasigow, had been 
reconvucndoil by liim to the (lucen of Soots. He con- 
. urn d witli Pa -et, in considering the death of EHza- 
beth us a ne( « .s>arv preliminary to any invasion.^ ” 
lard gave bin. hopes that aii end would so^ 
toll.; day.. a..d imparted to o ’strike 

was now in la '<lon waiting for an too 

the blow. But Babuif^oii thought 
in.n h importance, to rely on a .rentlcmeii 

eution of it, and proposed that five ■ » 

.should be joined with Savage i- J ^ 7 ^ 

„„ of wind, 

He offered to find out pc*’'®"* ^ tbcviPicbt 
service, whose honour, secrecy, and gj. 

safely tmst. He accordingly ** ^^J^J^Chi- 

ward Windsor, Tliom^ Robert 

dioe Tichbo.m.e./Hobcrt Oa^. Jone.s. 

Barnwell, John,. Charuock, Henry Don, John 
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tkeir|dan of operaitfoda was> itt last settled ; amd their 
June. different parts assigtied. .■ Bdbington himself 
w^- appointed to* rescue -the queeta of Scots-; 
apirpten. Salisbury, with some>e>thers, undertook to exr- 
cite several counties to take arms ; the murder of the 
queen, the most dangerous and important service of 
all, fell to TichboUme hnd Savage, with four associates. 
So totally had their bigotted prejudices extinguished 
the princj|ples of honour, and the sentiments of huma- 
nity suitable to iheir rank, thdt, without scruple or com- 
punction, they undertookf-an action which is viewed 
with horror, even when committed by the meanest and 
most profligate of mankind. This attempt, on the con- 
trary, appeared to them no less honourable than it waS 
desperate ; and, in order to perpetuate the memory of 
it, they had a pidipre drawn, containing the portraits 
of the six assassins, with that of Babington in the 
im3S§jr^and a motto intimating that they were jointly 
embai^ed'ip some hazardous design. 

Discover couspirators, as appears by this wanton 

^ by wci- and ii^pT^dent iUstmice of vanity, seem to have 
•ingbaoi. ^discovery hardly possible, and neither 

distrusted the fidelity of their companions, nor doubted 
the sutceSs of theif undertaking. But while they be- 
lieved that their maduB&^ons were carried on with the 
most pro&und and impeiietrable secrecy, every step 
they took Was fully known to W alsinghmn., Polly was 
one of his spies, and -had entded intp the conspiracy, 
Vith no om^' desigp than td\betawy his associates. 
‘Oilbert Gilford tOo, having been'-S®®!^ hj England 
tb qaibken^e motions -of the conSpimtoes, had been 
gained by Walsing^amvahd gavqphim sh^ intelligence 


and Robert 


of Item, Pe®y; whose 



fip,-strfe^hened b^- the more power- 
fill tierof religious zeal. - MainW eotisisdtations were held ; 
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of all llieir projc^. Tll^t vigilapt inioisteE>.ii|an^ 
diately in^iii^d;die diBcoyeries ydii<m. he- hact. ndt^' 
to Etiziabeih ; and, \7ithbut cominynicai^g the 
toi' 'any> otoef of th^ counsellors, they agTj|^^ W':br^ 
to understand the plot moto perfectly, tQ;jt^t< until it 
was ripened' into some form, and brought near the 
point of execution. ' - 

They are' At last, Elizabeth thought it dangerous and 

p n“.h!° ° criminal to expose her own life, and to tempt 
Attgoiti. Providence any farther. Ballard, the . prime 
mover in the whole conspiracy, was arrested* 'His as- 
sociates, disconcerted and struck with ’ astonishment, 
endeavoured to save themselves by flight. But within 
a few days, all of them, except Windsor, v^re seized 
in diflerent places of the -kingdom, and committed to 
the Tower. Though they had undertaken the part, they 
wanted the firm and determined spirit of assassins ; 
and, influenced by fear or by hope, at once confessed all 
that they knew. The indignation of the people, and their 
impatience to revenge st^ch an execrable combination 
Sept, so their -sovereign, hastened their 

trial, and all of them suffered the death of traitors* 
Maryhac* Thus far Elizabeth’s conduct may be pro- 

cuscd of * ^ 

being an nounced both prudent and laudsble, nor can 
sh® be accused of violating any law of hu- ., 
spira«y. manity, or of taking any precautions beyond 
what were necessary for her own safety. But a tragi- 
cal scene followed, with regard to which posterity will 
pass a very different judgment. 

The frantic zeal of a few rash young men accounts 
sufficiently for all the wild and wicked designs which 
they had formed. But this was not the light in which 
Elizabeth and her ministers chose to place the conr 
spiracy. They -wished to persuade the nation, that 
Babing^on and bis associates should >be considered 
merely as instruments employed by the queen of Scots, 

' .r ' . j :: » Camd. S15* State Trials,, vol. i. 110. 
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% . ;86pi3eJ p„i|pa|\y atli^mpts 

5^11^ aw > W P®aop other 
, Th^.prg^uced Ipttera^ ^hich ,t}»^-^crifeed 
t9,Jl]ii(?f,jin, support of ^is.:chi^g)B. „ , 99 they gave. 

&s|r ^n 4 al?yjfli?.)[ 9 Upw^g singular 
a|id myslpripus naetjbod of cqnyeyance. Qifford, on hi«: 
retnni .into,;^glsu).dj hnd b;^n: trusted, hy some of the 
ewlfjs.,y^ilt, letters,. tp;.^ai^ oirdeirfto make a 

tri^ qf his ifidellty and /address,, they, were only blank 
papers n^ade up in that fprip,* . These being safely, de- 
livered (by hinv he .u^as. tdterward, employed without 
farther, seruplq., Walsingham . having found means to 
gain this man, he, by the permission of that minister, 
and, the qouniypce of Paulpt, bribed a tradesman in 
the i^ghbourhopd of Chartley, whither Maiy had been 
conveyed, who, deposited the letters in a hple in the 
wall of the casde, covered with a loose stone. Thence 
they we^’e; taken by the, queen, and in the same manner 
her ansiyers returned. . All these were, carried to Wal- 
singhana,, opened by him, deciphered, sealed again so 
dexterously, that the buud could not be perceived, and 
then I transmitted, to the persqns to . whom they were 
direptedr Ty^o letters to Babington, with, several to 
A^endoza^ Piaget, Bnglefield, and the English fugitives, 
were procured by this aiiiBce. . It was given out, that 
in these letters Mary approved of the conspiracy, and 
eyen.o,f t|ie assassination; that she directed them to 
prpeeed y^ith. thn utmost circumspeetion, and not to 
take ajrms .pntil frreign auxiliaries were, ready to join 
them; thatahe.:reeommended ;Ae,earl of Ajron<l®l> bis 
brothers, andj.tbe ypubg. earl .of Northumberland, as 
proper persons, ponduct ,and: , to, a^d reputation to > 
their enterprise; tbatshe advised .th,em, jf possible,.<to 
excite at the ,aan;e tiine^spmehQonimntiQn' in. Ireland ; 
au^iAboye all,, besought them tp concert whh oare the, 

suggesting to thpin sevesal 
expddi^ents ^r.-itW purpose... 
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Thsindtg: ciiciiaikaiices'^^ 

lilfS^ii, trial’ 6f tk^' conspirktors; aiid j^fe ^oh 

'lindei* the infliiencfe ‘o&flj^h'^WQri^^iiTaich 
c^ubc ,■ f 'the assbciafioti had tiia6di apd '®fd t^d*d®|iigcr 
had'aiti^ented, they’ We belieVed widia^^‘ kerimion 
or in^iry, 'ahd spread "a general' iilann. ' Mary V zeal 
foir her religioh TraS well khdVii ; ahdin’that age/ ex- 
amples of this iriolent- and sanguinaiy spirit id^hich it ' 
inspired tVere numeri>us. All the 'cabals against the ^ 
peace of the kingdom W many years had been carried « 
oh in her nathe ; and it nbW appeaw evidently, said the . 
English, that the safety of the one queen is ihcompati- 
ble with that of die; other. Why then, added they, 
should the tranquillity of Eh^and be sacrificed for the 
sake of a strahW* Why is alife so' dear th the nation, 
exposed tb the repeated asSt^blts of an exasperated 
rival? " The case supposed in the assbciatidn has now 
happened, the shcred person of-bur sovereign has been 
threatened, and why should not an injured people ex- 
ecute that just vengeance which they had vowed? 

T Haiiwit h No sentiments could be more agreeable than 
these to Elizabeth and her minister^. They 
the utmMt themselves had at first propagated them akong . 
agoinsther. the people, and they now served bom as an 
apology and a motive for their proceeding to stich ex- 
tremities against the Scottish queen as they had long 
meditated. The more numerous the injuries were yhich 
Elizabeth had heaped oh Mary, the mote she feared 
and hated that unhappy queen, and came at last to be , 
persuaded that there could be ho other security for her ' 
own life, but the death of her rival. Burleigh and 
Walsingham had promoted so zealously all Elizabeth’s 
measures with regard to Scottish affairs, and had acted 
with so little reserve in opposition to that they 

had" reason fo dread ■ the ihost violcht effect .of her 
resehtmOnt, ' if 'ever she should ihbuht' thfe mrone of 
England. From this additional icoh^idbratibh they en- 
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^eBt 8oif$tal tQ^^&eqaiielves^ jQieir 009^ 

ttsdss’js^feat' aad biuijred .of* the Si^oMish queesi" 1 
H«f^jo--< : >. 'Meahwjule, Mary was gu^ed with unufual’ 
pa*^in!&c. ''vigilance, and great care was takeffto k^p her 
Bcued. ignorant of the discovery 'of the conspiracy^ 
Sir Thomas Gorges was at last sent from court to ac- 
quaint her both of and of the imputation with which 
she was loaded as accessary to that crime, and he sur- 
prised-her with the account just as she had got on horse- 
back to ride out along "with her keepers.' She was 
struck with astonishment, and would have returned to. 
her apartment, but she was not permitted ; and, in her 
absence, her private closet was broke open, her cabinet 
and papers were seized, sealed, and sent up to court. 
Her principal domestics too were arrested, and com- 
mitted to different keepers. Naue and Curie, her two 
secretaries, the one a native of France, the other of 
Scotland, were carried prisoners to London. All the 
money in her custody, amounting to little more than 
two thousand pounds, was secured.® And, after lead- 
ing her about for some days, from one gentleman’s 
house to another, she was conveyed to Fotheringay, a 
strong castle in Northamptonshire.P , 

])ci!bera«es farther evidence could now be expected 
th”inrth'od Mary, and nothing remained but to 

of proceed- decide what should be her fate. With regard 
® to this, Elizabeth,, and those ministers in whom 

she chiefly confided, seem to have taken their resolu- 
tion j but there ■was still great variety of sentiments 
among hef other counsellors. Some thought it suffi- 
cient to dismiss all Mary’s attendants, and to keep her 
under sucih close restraint, as wuld cut off all pos- 
sibility of corresponding with the enemies of the king- 
dfw; and as her constitution, broken by long confine- 
ment, and her spirit, dejected with so many sorrows, 

See Appendix, No. XLVUi. p Gamd. 517 . 
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(^Id not bn^^W^p^ fliieh, ait additional ikad> 
qnaen and. naftbniiwb^ soorn be deliveted diom aH 
dieir fears* Qillitboi]^ it' might be , esuy to, secure 
Many’s o'vrn. person^ it was impossible tct-'diminish the 
reverence which the Roman Catholics had for ^er name, 
or to exl^guish the compassibn with which they viewed 
her sufferings; while such sentiments continued^ insur- 
rections axtd. invasions would never be wanting for her 
relief and the only effect of any new rigour would be 
to render these attempts more frequent and more dan- 
gerous. For this reason the expedient was rejected. 

. A public and legal trial, though tiie most 
to try iier Unexampled, was judged the most unexception- 
pabhcij. method of proceeding ; and it had at the 

same time, a semblance of justice, accompanied with 
an air of dignity. It was in vain to search the ancient 
records for any statute or precedent to justify such an 
uncommon step, as the trial of a foreign prince, who 
had not entered the kingdom in arms, but had fled 
thither for refuge. The proceedings against her were 
founded on the act of last parliament, and by applying 
it in this manner, the intention of those who had framed 
that severe statute became more apparent.'* 

Elizabeth resoled that no circumstance of pomp or. 
solemnily should be wanting, which could render this 
transaction such as became the dignity of the person 
to be tried. She appointed, by a commission under 
the great seal, forty persons, the most illustrious in the 
kingdom by their birth or offices, together with five of 
the judges, to hear and decide this g^eat cause. Many 
difficulties were started by the lawyers about the name 
and titie by which Mary should be arraigned; and, 
while the essentials of justice were so grossly violated, 
the empty forms of it were the objects of their care. 
They at l^gth agreed that she should be styled ** Mary, 
daughter and heir of James V. late king of Scots, 

<1 Camd. 519. Johnst.' Hist. 113. 
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^pieen , of gcc^, i^qfi dowag^ :,of 
Fiqiice,', . , - , . 

;; ! Aftqr, Tcm^f in<Ji^itie& wUcli. s^e had ^tff- 

feri^^Ha^ doubt but ^at her d,es^w- 

tipq 'w;as 4etennine4- S^e expected every momentto 
eQd..htir. days .1^ poison^ or. % soma of those secret 
means usually .^^ployed, against captiyb. princes. LCst 
the, mali)ce .of her enemies, <ut the satpu .time that it de- 
prived, her of life, shquld. endeavour likewise to bliist 
her reputation, she wrote.,tp the duke of Guise, and 
vindicated hersfelf, in the .strongest terms, from the im- 
putation of encouraging or ,of being, accessary to the 
conspiracy fot assassinating Elizabeth.* In the solitude 
of her prison, d^e strange resolution of bringing her to 
a public, trial had not reached her ears, nor did the idea 
of any tiling so unprecedented, and so repugnant to 
regal majesty,, once enter into .her thoughts. 
tik) trial VI th of October, the commissioners 

at Fother- appointed by Elizabeth arrived at Fotheringay. 
>"g''y- Next niorning they delivered a letter from their 
sovereign to Mary, in;. which,, after the bitterest re- 
proaches and accusations, she informed her, that regard 
for the happiness of the nation had at last rendered it 
necessary, to make a public inquiry ^nto her conduct, 
and therefore required her, as she had lived so long 
under thq .protection of the laws of England, to submit 
now to the trial which they ordained to'be taken of her 
M«rr le- crimes. Mary, though surprised at this message, 
fil« to* neither appalled at the. danger; nor unmind- 

p'e^- ful pf her own dignity. She protested, in the 
most solemn manner, that she.ryajs innocent of the crime 
laid to her charge, -■ and had never : counten^ced any 
attempt against the ide the.,queen of England; but 
at the sanm time, refused tp acknowledj^ the jurisdiction 
oOmr.cpmmissioners.,: came into the kingdom,” 

said shj8, an, ipfiepen^nt sovereign^ to impjiore the 
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cfie^n^ ii^t£r subject m^self'lo her uathoif^i 

Nor is my^pirit so broken by its past misfortunes,' of >36 
intimidated jit^ent'dingefs^ asib st^^i fb" 4 ny thing 
unbecoming the 'majesty of a ctowiidd iieftidyor‘ that 
will disgrace the ancestors: from whom ana descended, 
andthe'soU to whom I shall leave my ihronel' . If Fmust 
be tried, princes alone can. be my peers. ' Tl^ queen* 
of England’s subjects, however noble their bifthmay 
be, are of a rank inferior to mine. Ever Since my 
arrival in this kingdom I have been confined as a pri- 
soner. Its laws never afforded' me’ any protection: 
Let them not now be perverted in order to take away 
my life.” - 

The commissioners employed arguments and entrea- 
ties to overcome Mary’s resolution. They even threat- 
ened to proceed according to ,the forms of law, and to 
pass sentence against her on account of her contumacy 
in revising to plead; she persisted^ however, for two 
days, to decline their jurisdiction. An argument, used 
by Hatton, the vice-chamberlain, at last prevailed. He 
told her, that by avoiding a trial, she injured her own 
reputation, and deprived herself of the Only bpportunity 
of setting her innocence in a clear light ; and that no- 
thing would be more agreeable to them, or more accept- 
able to tlie queen their mistress, than to.be convinced, 
by undoubted evidence, that she had been' unju 8 tly''lbad- 
ed with foul aspersions. 

N o wonder pretexts so plausible should impose 
however on the unwary queen, or that she, unassisted 
° ^t that time by any Iriend or counsellor, should 
notbi$ able to detect and elude all the artifices of Eliza- 
beth’s ablest ministers. In a situation equally melan- 
choly, and under circumstances nearly similaf , her ^and- 
son, Charles I. ' refused, with the utmost, hihiness, to 
acknowledge the usurped jurisdiction of thchigh court 
of justice;' and posterity has approved his conduct, as 
suitable to the dignity of a king. If Mary was less con- 
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Stmt in lier resohition, it must be jointed aolety^ her 
anxioos. desire of'vihdicating her owii jicswur. 

Oct u At her appearance before the jodges, who were 

seated in the great hall of the casde, a^re they 
received her with much ceremony, she took care to 
protest, that by condescending to hear and to give an 
answer to the accusations' which should be brought, 
against her, she neither acknowledged the jurisdiction 
of the court, nor admitte^d the validity and justice of those 
acts by which they pretended to try her. 

The chancellor, by a counter-protestation, endeavour- 
ed .to vindicate the authority of the court. 

The acco- Then Elizabeth’s attorney and solicitor opened 

the charge against her, with all the circum- 
***'■• stances of the late conspiracy. Copies of Mary’s 
letters to Mendoza, Babington, Englefield, and Paget, 
were produced. Babington’s confession, those of Bal- 
lard, Savage, and the other conspirators, together with 
thedlecilarations of Nau^ and Curie, her secretaries, were 
read, atid the whole ranged in the most specious order 
which the art of the laJwyers could devise, and height- 
ened by every colour their eloquence could add. 

Mary listened to their harangues attentively, and 
without emotion. But at the mention of the earl of 
Arundel’s name, who was then confined in the Tower, 
she broke outinto this tender and generous exclamation ; 
“ Alas, how much has the noble house of Howard suf- 
fered for my sake !” ‘ 

Wbeniihe queen’s counsel had finished, Mary stood 
up, and with great magnanimity, and ^ual presence of 
mind, began her- defence. She bewailed the uidiappi- 
ness of her ourn situation, thataftera captivi^ of nine- 
teen years, during which she had suffered treatment no 
less cruel th^ unmerited, she was at Isbt loaded with 
an accusation, which tended not only ; to rob her of her 
right of succession, and to deptive her of life-ilself, but 
"to transmit her name with infamy to future ages : that. 



1586.] BOOK VII. W 

without regarding the sacred rights of sovereignty, she 
was now subjesc'ted'to laws framed against private per- 
sons; though an anointed'queen, commanded to appear 
before the tribunal of subjects ; -^nd, like a conmion cri- 
minal, her honour exposed to the petulant tongues of 
lawyers, capable of wresting her words, and of misre- 
presenting her actions : that, even in this dishonourable 
situation, she was denied the privileges usually granted 
to criminals, and obliged to undertake her own defence, 
without the presence of any friend with whom to advise, 
without the aid of counsel, and without the use. of her 
own papers. 

She then proceeded to the particular articles in the 
accusation. She absolutely denied any correspondence 
with Babington or Ballard ; copies only of her pretend- 
ed letters to them were produced ; though nothing less 
than her handwriting or subscription was sufficient to 
convict her of such an odious crime ; no proof could be 
brought that their letters were delivered into her hands, 
or that any answer was returned by her direction ; the 
confessions of wretches condemned and executed for 
such a detestable action, were of little weight ; fear or 
hope might extort from them many things inconsistent 
with truth, nor ought the honour of a queen to be stain- 
ed by such vile testimony. The declaration of her se- 
cretaries was not more conclusive : promises and threats 
might easily overcome the resolution of two strangers ; 
in order to screen themselves, they might throw the 
blame on her; but they could discover nothing to her 
prejudice, without violating, in the first place, the oath 
of fidelity which they had sworn to her ; and thefr per- 
jury, in one instance, rendered them- unworthy of credit 
in another.: the letters to the Spanish ambassador were 
either nothin^more than copies, or contained only what 
\ira8 perfectly innocent : “ I have often,’’ continued. ^e, 
“ made srtch efforts for the recovery of my' liberty, ^as 
are natural to a human creature. Convinced,* by the 
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sad. experience^. SQ^i^ny yeers, that it was .vain to 
eroect it from '%jb justice or geneTOMty of &e queen of 
£!^lw4>.^^)haye. , freqviently solicited, foreign princes, 
and called hpoQ. all nMfriends to employ their whole 
ihtere^ ter my i^ief. ^.have Idcewise ^deavouredto 
procure for the.|E!nglish Catholics some mitigation of 
the rigour wit^ ^hich they are. now treated ; and; if I 
could hope, by my death, to deliver tlmm from oppres- 
sion, I am willing to die ted their sake., i wish, however, 
to imitate the example of ESsther, not of Judith, and 
wouldTf^'er mako intercession for my people, than shed 
the blood of meanest creature, im order to save them. 
I have often cliecked the intemperate .zeal of my adhe- 
rents, whqn eitherjthe Severity of their own persecutions, 
or indignation at the unheard-of injuries which 1 have 
endured, were apt to precipitate them into violent coun- 
sels. I have even warned tnbjqueen of dangers to which 
these harsh proceedings exposed herself. And worn 
out, as- 1 now am, with cares and sufferings, ihe pros- 
pect of a crown is not sb' inviting, that I should rain my 
soul in order to obtain it. I am no stranger to the feel- 
ings of humanity! opr unacquainted with the duti^ of 
religion, and abhdr the detestable crime of assassination, 
as equally repugnani tp both. And, if ever I have given 
consent by my words, or even by nqr^ thoughts, to any 
attempt against the life of the queen of England, far 
from declining the judgment of men, 1 shall not even 
pray for the mercy of God.”* •\ ^ 

Two . different days did Mary appear before the judges, 
and m every part of her behaviour maintained the 
magnanimity of a queen, tempered witii the gentleness 
and inodesty of a woman. . • . * 

Sentence The commissioners, by . Elizabeth’s 'express 
commend, adjourned, vridiout pronouncing any 
Oct 2.5. sentence, to the star-chamber in Westminster. 

When assembled in that places Naud and Curie were 
* 

t Quad, 520, flee. 
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brought intd court, airid confili^ed thtil* former decla- 
ration upon iSath ; and after reviewing all their proceed- 
ings, .the commissioners unanimously declared Mary 
to be aepessary to Babin^n’s conspiracy^ and to 
have imagined divers matters tending to the hurt, d. ath, 
and destruction of Elizabeth, contrary to the .express 
words of the statute made for the security of the queen s 
life.”“ 

^ . It is no easy matter to determine whether the in- 

Irfcgul&Ti' , , , , . , , - • ’• /'i| 

ties in the justice in appointing this trial, or the irregula- 
rity in conducting it, Were greatest and most fla- 
grant. By what right did Elizabeth claitQ authority over 
an independent queen ? Was Maiy bound to comply with 
thelaws of a foreign kingdom? How could the subjects of 
another prince become her judges ? or, if such an insult 
on royalty were allowed, qught not the common forms 
of justice to have been Observed? If the testimony of 
Babin^ton and his associates were so explicit, why did 
not Elizabeth spare them for a few weeks; and by con- 
fronting them with Mary, overwhelm her with the full 
conviction of her crimes? Naue and Curie were both 
alive ; wherefore did not they ^pe'ar at Fotheringay, and 
for what reason were they produced in the Star-chamber, 
where Mary was not present to hear wi» at they deposed? 
Was this suspicious evid^ce enough to condemn a 
queen ? Ought the meanest criminal to have been found 
guilty upon such feeble and inconclusive proofs? 

It was* not, however, on the evidence produced at 
her trial, that the sentence against Mary was founded. 
That ' served Hi^^pretence to justify, but was not the 
cause of the violent steps taken by Elizabeth and her 
ministers towards her destruction ; and wis employed 
to give some appearance of justice to what was the off- 
spring of jealbhsy and fear. The nation^ blinded with 
resentment against Mary, and solicitous to secure the 
life of its own sovereign from every danger, observed 
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no irregularities- in th&proceedinga, wd att^ded to no 
defects in the proof, but grasped at the suspicions and 
probabilitiw, aS if they had been irrefragable demon- 
strations. 

The pariia- The parliament-met a few days aifter sentence 
Sm the” was pronounced, against Mary. In that illus- 
sehtence, trious assembly more temper and discernment 
than are to be found among the people might have 
been expected. Both lords and commons, however, 
were equally under the dominion of popular preju- 
dices and passions, and .the same excess of zeal, or 
of fear, which prevailed in the nation, are apparent in, 
all their proceedings. They entered' with impatience 
upon an inquiry into the conspiracy, and the danger 
which threatened the queen’s life, as well as the peace 
of the kingdom. All the papers which had been pro- 
duced at Fotheringay were laid before them ; and, 
after many violent invectives against the queen of Scots, 
both houses unanimously ratified .the proceeding of the 
commissioners by whom she had been tried, and de- 
clared the sentence against her to be just and well- 
and de-* founded. Not4atisfi£d with this, they pre- 
"j^ution sented a joint.address to the queen, beseeching 
•rfit. Jjer, as she regarded her own safely, the preser- 
vation the Protestant religion, the welfare and wishes 
of her ^ople, to publish the sentence ; and, without 
farther delay, to inflict on a rival, no less irreclaimable 
than dangerous, the^punishment which she had merited 
by so jnany crimes. This request, dictated by fears 
unwo^^^of that great assembly, was enforced by rea- 
sonll'^ill more unworthy. They were drawm not from 
justice, but from conveniency. The most rigorous 
confinement, it was pretended, could not curb Mary’s 
intriguing spirit ; her address was found, by long ex- 
perience, to be an overmatch' for the vigilance and 
jealousy of all her keepers ; -the severest penal laws 
could n^ restrain her adherents, who, while they be- 
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lieved h&c to be sacred, w^ld do^e any danger 
to which tw^sd^ea {done were exposed j several fo- 
reign princes were ready to second thdr e|^pts, aod 
waited only ,.;e proper ' opportunity jEar invading the 

kingdom, and :assertihg the Scottish queen’k'title -to the 

crown. Her life, they cobtended^ was, for these rea- 
sons, incompatible with Elizabeth’s safety! aOd if she 
were spared odt of a false cl^mepcy, the queen’s per- 
son, the religion and liberties of the kingdom, could not 
be one moment secure. Necessity required that she 
should be sacrificed in order to preserve these; and to 
prove Ihis sacrifice to be no less just than necessary, 
several examples in history were produced, and many 
texts of Scripture quoted’; but both the ope and the 
other were misapplied, and distorted from their true 
meaning. 

Elizabeth's Nothing, however, could be more acceptable 
tion.*"**" Elizabeth, than an address in this strain. It 
, iextricated her out of a situation extremely em- 
barrassing ; and, without depriving her of the power 
of sparing, it enabled her to punish her rival with less 
appearance of blame. If shte chose the fbrmer, the 
whole honour would redound to her own clemency. If 
she determined on the latter, whatever was rigorous 
might now seem, to be extorted by the solicitations of 
her people, rather than to flow from her own inclina- 
tion. Her answer, however, was in a style which she 
often used, ambiguous and evasive, under the appear- . 
ance of openness and candour ; full of such professions ' ^ 
of regard for her people, as served to heighten their 
loyalty ; of such complaints of Maiy’s ingratitiid^ as 
were calculated to excite their indignation ; and of such 
insinuations that her own life was in danger, as could 
not fail to keep alive their fears. In the. end, she be- 
sought them to save her the infamy and tlm pain of 
delivering up a queen, her nearest kinswoman, to pji; 
nishment ; and to consider whether it might not still b^ 

. K 9. 
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posSfble to provide for die"' public security, without 
forcing li^r to imbruh her hands in royal blood. 

The true meaning of this.repljj^wa^ easily understood. 
The lords and commons renewed their former request 
v^ith .additional importunity, which was far from being 
either unexpected or offensive. Elizabeth did not re- 
tnm any answer more explicit ; and having obtained 
sucfi a public sanction of her proceedings, there was no 
longer any reason for protracting this scene of dissimu- 
lation ; there was even some danger that her feigned 
difficulties might at last be treated as real ones ; she 
therefore _prorogued the parliament, and reserved in her 
own hands the sole disposal of her rivals fate.* 


France in- 
terposes 
feebly in 
behalf of 
Wry. 


All the princes in Europe observed the pro- 
ceedings against Mary with astonishment and 
horror ; and even Henry III., notwithstanding 
his known aversion to the house of Guise, was 


obliged to interpose on her behalf, and to appear in de- 
fence of the common rights "of royalty. Aubespihe, his 
resident ambassador, and Bellievre, who was sent with 
aii extraordinary commission to the same purpose, in- 
terceded ftr Mary with great appearance of warmth. 
They employed all the arguments which the cause na- 


turally suggested they pleaded from justice, from gene- 
rosity, and.humanity ; they intermingled reproaches and 
threats : ‘ but to all these Elizabeth continued deaf and 


ineixorable ; and having received some intimation of 
Htenry’^, real , unconcern about the fate of the Scottish 
queeni^^nd knowing his antipathy to all the race of 
Guise, Sie trusted that these loud remonstrances would 
be fallowed' by no violent resentment.^ 


Janie, en- P“d no greater regard to the solicita- 

Scottish king, which, as they 
mother’s were urged vvith greater sincerity, merited 
more attention. Though her commissioners 
^ad be^extremely careful to soothe James, by publish- 


^ Camd. 526. DTwes, 375. 
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ing a declaration that their ifentence against Mary^did, 
in no degree, derogaJte from hi^ honour, or invalidate 
any title which he formerly possessed; Ke beheld the 
indignities to. which his mother had been exposed with 
filial concern, and with the sentiments which became a 
king. The pride of the Scottish natibn was ronled by 
the insult offered to the blood of their monarchs, and 
called upon him to employ the most vigorous efforts, in 
order to prevent or to revenge, the qtieen’s death* 

- At first, he could hardly believe that Elizabeth would 
venture upon an action so unprecedented, which tendad^ 
so visibly to render the persons of princes less sacred 
in the eyes of the people, and which degraded the regal 
dignity, of which, at other times, she was so remark- 
ably jealous. But as soon as the extraordinary steps 
which she took discovered her intention, he dispatch- 
ed Sir William Keith to London, who, together with 
Douglas, his ambassador in ordinary, remonstrated, 
in the strongest terms, against the injury done^ to an 
independent queen, in subjecting her to be tried like a 
private person, and by laws to, which she owed no^obe- 
dience ; and besought Elizabeth not to add to this 
injury by suffering a sentence unjust in itself, as well 
as dishonourable to, the king of Scots, to be put^.into 
execution.^ 

Elizabeth returning no answer to these remonstralices* 
of his ambassador, James wrote to her with his own 
hand, complaining in the bitterest terms of her conduct, 
not without threats that both his duty and his.^j4ionour 
would oblige him to renounce her friendship^ and to 
act as became a son when called to revenge his 
wrongs." At the same time he assembled the hdbles, 
who promised to stand by him in so good a cadse. He 
appointed ambassadors to France, Spain, and Denmark, 
in order to implore the aid of these cour^ ; and toqfk 

* See Append. No. XLIX, Murdin, &c. Bircb, 
a Birch, Mem. i. 52. 
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r^ly. Bti^t flanfie^ 

'^^tibaN^faks^d bar <in1nister8,^d at their' entrea^ j&e 
ri^niedA soft And Evasive afisWei', promisiag to listen 
to any overture ftgto the king, that tended to his mother^s 
safety;, and to ii^peiid &e execution of the sentence, 
nntil the 'arrif ^ hfAetv i^bassadors from •Scotland.'’ 
n<c; 6 . Ideilhn'hile, she commanded the sentence 
Against' ‘Mary to be published, and forgot not 
Mai^'pnb- inform the people, that ^is was extorted 
tubed. from her by the repeated entreaty of both houses 

of parliaihiSht.' At the same time, she dispatched, lord 
Buckhiirst and Beale to acquaint Mary with the sen- 
tence, and how importunately the nation demanded the 
execution of it; and though she had not hitherto 3 rielded 
to these solicitations, she advised her to pirepare for an 
event which might become necessary for secuHng die 
Protestant religibn, as well as quieting the minds of the 
people. Mary received the message not only without 
symptoms of fear, but with -expressions of triumph. 

No wonder;^ said she, the Buglish should now 
thirst for the blood of a foreign prince, they have often 
offered violence to their own monarchs. But after so 
many sufferings, death comes to me as a welcome deli- 
I am proud to think that my life is deemed of 


verer» 

importance to the Catholic relig^ion, and as a martyr 
for it I am now willing to die.”' " '> 

After the publication of the sentence, Mary 
was stripped of every remaining mark of royal- 
ly. The canopy of state in her apartment was 
pulle.d'do'Wn ; Paulet entered her chamber, and 
approached her person.^-wilhout any ceremony ; and 
even appeared covered : in her presence. . Shocked 
jcith t^e indignities/ and offended at this gross 

Sputsw. 5.^1 . Cald. IV. 5. ' ' Camd.dSS. Jcbb, 391. 


Sbe is 
ti«ated 
with the 
utmost 
rigour. 
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fainiU^ty^io> hid beemaccustomed, 

Maty oti6e more coropkih^-'to EIb«iabeth; and, 
.' at the . same .time, ae bee l^treqn^t, entreated 
thatehewonld permit^reerrantstb cany h» dead body 
into France, to be laid aiQong her wcestors in hallowed 
ground ; that some of her .domesticis might be present at 
her death, to bear witness of her innocence, and firm 
adherence to the Catholic faith ; that all her servants 
might be suffered to ' leave the kingdom, and to enjoy 
tiiose small legacies which she should bestow on them, 
as testimonies of her affection ; and that, in the mean, 
time, her. almoner, or some other Catholic priest,' might 
be allowed to attend her, and to assist her in preparing 
for an eternal world. She besought her, in the name 
of Jesus, by the soul and memory of Henry VII., their 
common progenitor, by thpir consang^nity, and the 
royal dignity with which they were both invested, to 
gratify her in these particulars, and to indulge her so 
far as to signify her compliance by a letter under her 
ovwi hand. Whether Mary’s letter was ever delivered 
to Elizabeth, is uncertain. No answer was retimed, 
and no regard paid to her requests: She was offered 
a Protestant bishop or dean to attend her. Them she 
rejected, and without any clergyman to direct her de- 
votions, she prepared, in great tranquillity, for the ap- 
proach of death, which she now believed to be at no 
great distance.'* 

James, without losing a moment, sent new 
news h!» ^"ibassadors to London. These were the mas- 
soiicita- ter of Gray, and Sir Robert- Melvil. In order 
herUhaif. to remove Elizabeth’s fears, they offered that 
their master would become bound that no con- 
spiracy should be undertaken against her person, or the 
peace of the kiii'gdom, with Mary’s cemsent; and for 
the faithful performance of this, would: deliver some 
of the most considerable of the Scottish nobles as hos- 


^ Camd. 528. Jcbbi iii 295* 
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tage^t If ^is were, not thought -^fSicient, pro- 
posed that Mary should fosigDr' ^l W' tighfe and pre- 
tensions. 4o hei^.soD, frbm whicm nothing injurious to 
the Protestant religion, or inconsistent with Elizabeth’s, 
safety,, could be feared. The former proposal Eli?ab!e& 
rejected , as insecure,- the latter, as dangerous. The 
ambassadors were then iHStructed»to talk in a higliCT 
tone,; and Melvil,,€xecuted the commission with fidelity 
and with zeal. ;• But Grayj with his usual perfidy, de- 
ceived his master, who trusted, him with a negotiation 
of so much, importance, and betrayed the queen whom 
he was employed to save. He encouraged and ur^d 
Elizabeth to execute the sentence against her rival. He 
often repeated the old proverbial sentence, “The dead 
cannot bite.” And whatever should happen, he under- 
took to pacify the king’s rage, or at least to prevent 
any violent effects of his resentment.' 

Kikabeth's Elizabeth, meanwhile, discovered all the 
diMlmuitt- symptoms of the most violent agitation and 
disquietudeof mind. Shq shunned society, she 
was often found in a melancholy and musing posture, 
and repeating with much emphasis these sentences, 
which she borrowed from some of the devices then in 
vogue; Autfer autferi;. neferiare,feri. Much, no 
doubt, of this apparent uneasiness must be imputed 
to dissimulation ; it was impossible, however, that a 
princess, naturally so cautious as Elizabeth, should 
venture on an action, which might expose her memory 
to infamy, and her life and kingdom to danger-, with- 
out reflecting deeply, and hesitating long. The people 
waited her determination in suspense and anxiety ; and 
lest their fear or their zeal should subside, rumours of 
danger were artfully invented and propagated with the 
utmost industry. Aubespme,,the French ambassador, 
was accused of having suborned an assassin to murder 
the queen. The Spanish fleet was said by some to be 

Spotsw. 352. Murdin, 568. Sec App, No. L. 
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alrettdf^rrivedal fidiAfpirct-haven. . Qlhers alHrmed that 
the^duke c^.Ghiisft^'faad landed wilh a -^png army in 
Suss,ex. Now, it #*9 reported that tbe^ nottbern -coun- 
ties were upi in armaO next' day, ‘‘tb&t die Sc’6ts had 
entered’ Engird with all their foi^es; and a.conspi- 
rapy, it 'was whispeted, was on foot, fop' seizing the 
qdieen and bdteirig the city. The panic grew every day 
more violent ; and the people, astonished and enraged, 
called-for the execPtion of the sentence, against Mary, 
as the Only thing which could restore tranquillity to the 
kingdom'/ 

While these sentiments prevailed among her sub- 
jects, Elizabeth thought she might safely venture to 
strike the blow which she had so long- meditated. 
Wanani She Commanded Davison, one of the secretaries 
of state, to bring to her the fatal warrant ; and 
Feb*i' behaviour on that occasion plainly shewed, 
that it is not to humanity that we must ascribe 
her forbearance hitherto. At the very moment she was 
signing the writ which, g^vc up a woman, a queen, and 
her own nearest relation, into the hands of the execu- 
tioner, she was capable 'of jesting. “ Go,"’ says she to 
Davison, “ and tellWalsingham what I have now done, 
though I am afraid he will die for grief when he hears 
it.” Her chief anxiety was how to secure the advan- 
tages which would arise from Mary’s death, without 
appearing to have given her consent to a deed so 
odious. She often hinted to Paulet and Drury, as well 
as to some other courtiers, that now was the time to 
discover the sincerity of their concern for her safety, 
and that she expected their zeal wopld extricate her out 
of her present perplexity. ' But they were wise enough 
to seem not to understand her meaning. Even after 
the warrant was signed, she commanded a‘ letter to be 
written to Paulet in less ambiguous terms, complaining 
of his remissness in sparing so long the life of her ca- 

t Caiiib. 53S, 534 
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pital ^nemy, and be^iqg him' to remediber at last wbat 
wasr mcumbemt on hdm: as ^ affectionate subject^ as 
'well as 'Wbat he was bound^'to do bjr tbe oath of asso- 
ciation j and to' deliver his sovereign from contmual 
fear ai^ danger, by shortening tibe days of his prisoner. 
Paulet, though: rigorous and. harsh, and often brutal in 
the discharge of ^bat he thought bb duty, as M^’s 
keeper, was nevertheless a man of honour and inte- 
grity. • He rejected the proposal with disdain ; and la- 
menting that he should ever have been deemed capa- 
ble of acting the part of an asSassin, he declared that 
the queen might dispose of his life at her pleasure, but 
that he would never stain his own honour, nor leave 
an everlasting mark of infamy on his posterity, by lend- 
ing his hand to perpetrate so foul a crime. On the 
receipt, of this letter, Elizabeth became extremely pee- 
vish; and calling him a dainty andpreme fellow, who 
would promise much but. perform nothing, she pro- 
posed to employ one Wingfield, who had both courage 
smd inclination to strike the blow.* But Davison re- 
monstrating against this, as a deed dishonourable in 
itself, and of dangerous example, she again declared 
her intention that the sentence pronounced by the 
commissioners should be executed according to law ; 
and as she had already signed the warrant, she begged 
that no farther application might be made to her on 
that head. By this, the privy-counsellors thought them- 
selves sufficiently authorized to proceed ; and prompt- 
ed, as they pretended, by zeal for the queen’s safety, or 
instigated, as is more probable, by the apprehension of 
the danger to whiclj they would theihselves be exposed, 
if the life of the queep of Scots were spared, they as- 
sembled in the council-^chamber; and by a letter under 
all their hands^ empowered the earls of Shrewsbury and 
Kent, togetiier with the high sheriff of the counly, to 
sIp the s^tence put in execution.'’ 

r " 
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Maiy’i ^ Tuesday the 7th of February, Ae . two 
luiTiiurat eaiis aimed at FoAerktgay, aud demanded 
her death, ^ccess to Ae que^ read in her presence Ae 
warnAt for execution, and required., her to prepare to 
die next mOpiing. Mary heard Aem to Ae end with- 
out embtioh, and crossing herself in Ae hme of the 
Fhithet, and of the Son, and of Ae'Holy GhosV<‘ That 
sold,’' said- she, “ is not worAy Ae^ joys of hehven, 
which repines because Ae body must eidure^Ae stroke 
of Ae executioner ; and Aough I did not expect that 
Ae queen- of England would set the first example of 
violating Ae s^icred person of a sovereign prince, I 
willingly submit to Aat which Providence has decreed 
to be my lot;” and laying her hand on a Bible, which 
happened to be near her, she solemnly protested Aat 
she was innocent of Aat conspiracy which Babington 
had carried on against Elizabeth’s life;' She Aen men- 
tioned the requests contained in her letter to Elizabeth, 
but obtained no satisfactory answer. She entreated, 
with particular earnestness, Aat now in her last mo- 
ments her almoner might be suffered to attend her, and 
that she might enjoy* Ae consolation of those pious in- 
stitutions prescribed by her religion. Even this favour, 
which is usually granted to Ae vilest criminal, was ab- 
solutely denied. 

Her attendants, during this conversation, were bathed 
in tears, and though overawed. by the presence of Ae 
two earls, with difficiilty suppressed their anguish ; but 
no sooner did Kent and Shrewsbury withdraw, than 
they ran to their, mistress, and burst out into Ae most 
passionate expressions of tenderness and sorrow. Mary, 
however, not only retained perfect composure of mind 
herself, but endeavoured to moderate Aeir excessive 
grief; and falling on her knees wiA all her domestics 
round her, she Aanked Heaven that her sufferings were 
now so near an end, and prayed Aat she might be^en- 

* Jebb, ii. 301. 
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abled to endure what still remained with decency and 
with fortitude. The greater part of the e^rening she 
employed in settling her worldly affairs. She wrote 
her testament with her own hand. Her money,, her 
jewels, and her clothes, she distributed among her ser- 
vants, according to their rank or merit. She wrote a 
short letter to the king of France, and another to the 
duke of Guise, full of tender but magnanimous senti- 
ments, and recommended her soul to their prayers, and 
her afflicted servants to their protection. At supper 
she ate temperately, as usual, and conversed not, only 
with ease, but with cheerfulness ; she drank to every 
one of her servants, and asked their forgiveness, if ever 
she had failed in any part of her duty towards them. 
At her wonted time she went to bed, and slept calmly 
a few hours. Early in the morning she retired into her 
closet, and employed a considerable time in devotion. 
At eight o’clock the high sheriff and his officers entered 
her chamber, and found her still kneeling at the altar. 
She immediately started up, and, with a majestic mien, 
and a countenance undismayed, and even cheerful, 
advanced towards the place of execution, leaning on 
two of Paulets attendants. She was dressed in a 
mourning habit, but with an elegance and splendour 
which she had long laid aside, except on a few festival 
days. An Ag?ms Dei hung by a pomander chain at 
her neck ; her beads at her girdle; and in her hand she 
carried a crucifix of ivory. At the bottom of the stairs 
tbe two earls, attended by several gentlemen from the 
neighbouring counties, received her; and there Sir An- 
drew Melvil, the master of her household, who had been 
secluded for some weeks from her presence, was per- 
mitted tq take his last farewell. At the sight of a mis- 
tress whom he- tenderly loved, in such a situation, he 
melted into tears ; and as he was bewailing her. condi- 
tion, and complaining of his own hard fate, in being 
appointed to carry the account of such a mournful event 
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into Scotland, replied, “ Weep not, good Mtslvil, 
there is at present great cause for rejoicing. Thou shalt 
this da^ see Mary Stewart clelivered from all her cares, 
and such an end put to her tedious Sufferings, as she 
has long-expected.. Bear witness that I die constant 
in my religioii ,' firm in my fidelity towards Scotland ; 
and unchanged in my affection to France. Commend 
me to my son. Tell him I have done nothing injurious 
•to his kingdom, to his honour, or to his rights ; and 
Ood forgive all those who have thirsted, withoutJcause, 
for my blood.” 

With much difficulty, and after many entreaties, she 
prevailed on the two earls to allow Melvil, together 
with three of her men servants and two of her maids, 
to attend her to the scaffold. It was erected in the 
same hall where she had been tried, raised a little above 
the fioor, and covered, as well as a chair, the cushion, 
and block, with black cloth. Mary mounted the steps 
with alacrity, beheld all this apparatus of death with 
an unaltered countenance, and signing herself with the 
cross, she sat down in the chair. Beale read the war- 
rant for execution with a loud voice, to which she lis- 
tened with a careless air, and like one occupied in other 
thoughts. Then the dean of Peterborough began a 
devout discourse, suitable to her present condition, and 
offered up prayers to Heaven in her behalf ; but she 
declared that she could not in conscience hearken to 
the one, nor join with the other ; and kneeling down, 
repeated a Latin prayer. When the dean had finished 
his devotions, she, with an audible voice, and in the 
English tongue, recommended unto God the afflicted - 
state of the church, and prayed 'for prosperity to her 
son, and for a long life and peaceable reign (to Eliza- 
beth. She declared that she hoped for mercy only 
through the death of Christ, at the foot of whose image 
she now' willingly shed her blood ; and lifting up and 
kissing the crucifix, she thus addressed it : “As thy 
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arms, O were extended on the cross ; so wiA 

the outstretehed arras of thy mercy receife me, and 
forgive^myisins.” . . ' 

She then prepared for the block, by takitigioff. her 
veil and upp^ garments ; and one of the executioners 
rudely endeavouting-to assist, she gently checked him, 
and said with a smile, that she had not been accustomed 
to undress before so many spectators; nor to be served 
by such valets. With calm but undaunted fortitude, 
she laid her neck on the block ; and while one. execu- 
tioner held her hands, the other, at the second stroke, 
cut off her head, which falling out of its attire, disco- 
vered her hair .already grown quite gray with cares and 
sorrows. The executioner held it up still sti’eaming 
with blood, and the dean crying out, “ So perish all 
queen Elizkbeth’s enemies,” the earl of Kent alone an- 
strered “Amen.” The rest of the spectators continued 
silent, and drowned in tears ; being incapable, at that 
moment, of any other sentiments but those of pity or 
admiration.’' 

Sedtiments Such was the tragical death of Mary, queen 
CTiwiring’ of Scots, after a life of forty-four years and two 
**"• months, almost nineteen years of which she 
passed in captivity. The political parties which were 
formed in the kingdom, during her reign, have subsisted 
under various denominations ever since that time. The 
rancour with which they were at first animated, hath 
descended to succeeding ages, and their prejudices, as 
well as their rage, have been perpetuated, and even 
•augmented. , Among historians, who were under the 
dominion of all these passions, and who have either 
ascribed to her every virtuous and amiable quality, or 
. have imputed tq her all the vices of which the human 
heart is susceptible, we search in vain for Mary’s real 

character. She neither merited the exaggerated praises 

> * . ' 
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of the one, nor the undistingnished censure of the 
other. [f 

Hercha- chaTHis of beauty, ^d the utmost 

racter. :elegance of external form, she added those ac- 
complishments which render their impression irresisti- 
ble. Polite, affable, insinuating, sprightly, and capa- 
ble of speaking and of writing with equal ease and# 
dignity. Sudden, however, and violent in all her at- 
tachments ; because her heart was warm and unsuspi- 
cious. Impatient of contradiction; because she had 
been accustomed from her infancy to be treated as a 
queen. No stranger, on some occasions, to dissimula- 
tion ; which, in that perfidious court where «he received 
her education, was reckoned among the necessary arts * 
of government. Not insensible of flattery, or uncon- 
scious of that pleasure with which almost every woman 
beholds the influence of her own beauty. Formed witii 
the qualities which we love, not with the talents that 
we admire ; she was an agreeable wom^n, rather than 
an illustrious queen. The vivacity of her spirit, not 
sufficiently tempered with sound judgment, and the 
warmth of her heart, which was not at all times under 
the restraint of discretion, betrayed her both into errors 
and into crimes. To say that she was always unfortu- 
nate, will not account for that long and almost uninter- 
rupted succession of calamities which befel her; we 
must likewise add, that she was often imprudent. Her 
passion for Damley was rash, youthful, and excessive ; 
and though the sudden transition to the opposite ex- 
treme, was the natural effect of her ill-requited love^ ■ 
and of his ingratitude, insolence, and brutality ; yet* 
neither these, nor Bothwell’s artful address and impor- 
tant services, can justify her attachment to that noble-, 
man. Even the manners of the age, licentious as they 
were, are no apology for this unhappy passion; nor- can 
they induce us to look on that tragical and infamous 
scene which followed upon it with less abhorrence.’ 
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Hutnanity .viill driw a^veilover this part of her character 
3* may, perhaps,^romptsome 

pf her actions to her.sitiiatioii,, oiorp than 
to her dibposMons ; and to lament the unhapp^qess of 
, the /orper, ikthet than accuse the perverseness of the 
l^ter. .Mary’s .sufferings ^exceed, both, in degree and 
44n duration, -^ose tragical distresses which fancy has 
feigned to excite sorrow and Commiseration; and while 
we survey them, we are ’apt altogeAer to forget her 
frailties, we think of her &ults with less indignation, 
and a|iprpve of our tears, ^ as if they were shed for a 
person who had attained much nearer fo pure virtue. 

With regard to the queen’s, person, a circumstance 
not to be omitted in vrriting the history of a female 
reign, all contemporary authors agree in ascribing to 
Mary the utmost beauty of countenance, and elegance 
pf shape, of which the human form is capable. Her 
hair was black, though, according f o the fashion of that 
age, she frequently wore borrowed locks, and of dif- 
ferent colours. Her eyes were a dark gray ; her com- 
plexion was exquisitely fine ; and her hands and arms 
remarkably delicate, both as to shape and colour. Her 
stature was of an height that rose to the majestic. She 
danced, she walked, and rode with equal grace. Her 
taste for music was just, and she both sung and played 
upon the lute with uncommon skill. Towards the end 
of her life, long confinement, and the coldness of the 
houses in which she had been imprisoned, brought on 
a rheumatism, which often deprived her of the use of 
her limbs. '.No man, says Brantome, ever beheld her 
'person without admiration and love, or will read her 
history without sorrow. 

None of her women were suffered'' to come near her 
dead body, Which was carried into.a room adjoining to 
the place of execution, where it lay for some days, 
covered with a coarse cloth torn from a billiard-table. 
The block, the .scafibld; the aprons of the executioners, 
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and every thing stained wiA ter blood, were reduced 
to ashes. Not lqiig after, Elizabikh appom^ her body 
to be buried in the cathedral of Peterborougb with 
roy^ inagnificence. , Btit this vulgar artifice was em- 
ployed in yain; the pageantry of a pompous funeral 
did not efiade the memory of those injuries which laid 
Mary in her grave. James, soon after his accession to 
the English throne, ordered her body to be removed to 
Westminster-abbey, and to be deposited among the 
monarchs of England. 

EiuabcUi Elizabeth affected to receive the accounts of 
Mary’s death with the most violent emotions of 
Mar/s surprise and concern. Sighs, tears, lamenta- 
‘*®*^*'‘ tions, and mourning, were all employed to dis-^ 
play the reality and greatness of her sorrow. Evident 
marks of dissimulation and artifice maybe traced through 
every ^period of Elizabeth’s proceedings against the life 
of the Scottish queen. The commission for bringing 
Mary to a public trial was seemingly extorted from her. 
by the entreaties of her privy-counsellors. She delayed 
publishing the sentence against her till she Was twice 
solicited by both houses of parliament. Nor did she 
sign the warrant for execution without the utmost ap- 
parent reluctance. One scene more of the boldest and 
most solemn deceit remained to be exhibited. She un- 
dertook to make the world believe that Mary had been 
put to death without her knowledge, and against her 
will. Davison, who neither suspected her intention nor 
his own danger, was her instrument in carrying on this 
artifice, and fell a victim to it. 

It was his duty, as secretary of state, *to lay before 
her the warrant for execution, in order to be si^ed ; 
and, by her command, he carried it to ihe greiat seal. 
She pretended, however, that she had ch^ged him not 
to communicate what she had done to any person, nor 
to suffer the warrant to go out of his hands, without . 
her express pehnission; that, in contempt of this order. 
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b^'had itot. only revealed to Several of ber 

Eiiiiiistdrd^ .btit haid, m' concert vrith theiii, assembled her 
|<rivy-bbunsell^S, by.- whom, without ber'Gonsent or 
knowledge, the warrant was issued, and the ealrls of 
SJreWsbury and Itent empowered to put it in execu- 
tion. Though Damon: ^nied all this,' and‘ with cir- 
cumstances which bear &e s^ongest marks of truth 
and credibility ; though it can scarcely be conceived 
&at her privy-coiincil, composed of the persons in 
whom she most confided, of her ministers and favour- 
ites^ would assemble within the walls of h^' palace, and 
venture to transact a matter of so much importance 
without her privity, and contrary to her inclination ; 
yet so far did she carry her dissimulation, that with all 
the signs of displeasure and of rage, she banished most 
■of her counsellors out of her , presence ; and teeated 
Burleigh, in particular, so harshly, and with such marks 
of disgust, that he gave himself up for lost, and in the 
deepest affliction -wrote to the queen, begging leave to 
resign all his places, that he might retire to his own 
estate. Davison she instantly deprived of his office, and 
Man* committed him a close prisoner to the Tower. 

He was soon after brought to a solann trial in 
the star-chamber, condemned to pay a fine of ten thou- 
sand pounds, and to be imprisoned during the queen’s 
pleasure. He languished several years in confinement, 
and never recovered any degree of favour or of power. 
As her ^iialousy and fear , had bereaved the queen of 
Btots -of life, in order to pfdliate this part of her con- 
;|duct, Elizabeth made no scruple of -sacrificing the re- 
putaticm and happiness of one of the most virtuous and 
able m^ in her kingdom.' 

^izabetit. This solemn farce, for it deserves no . better 
haml^ furnished Elizabedi,' however, with an 
^ JwMi - , apology to the king of Scots,- '.; . As the prospect 
modier’s danger had excited the king’s filial cate 

. Cai]id^536« in* 370. See Append, No, 111. Cabbala, 229, Ac. 
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aod of her death filled.him with 

grief aad r«se»tineQt. His aubjecte fdt the di^hphew 
d<»le to him and to the nation. In soothe both, 

EUwdbeth instantly dispatched Robert '^^, tme of lord 
Hunsdon’s sons, with a letter expressing her extreme 
aflMclion on i^count of that miserable accidenti which, 
as she pretended, had happened far conh'ary to her ap- 
pointment or intriition. * James woqjd not :permit her 
me^nger to enter Scotland, and wM some difficulty 
received a memorial virhich he s^ot from Rerwick. It 
contained the tale concerning-Davison, dressed up with 
all the circumstances which tended to exculpate Eliza- 
beth, and to throw the whole blame on bis rashness or 
treachery. Such a defence gave litde satisfaction, and 
was considered as mockery added to insult ; and many 
of the nobles, as well, as the Jung, breathed nothing but 
revenge. Elizabeth was extremejy solicitous to pacify 
them, and she wanted neither able instruments nor 
plausible reasons, in order to acconq)lish this. Eeicea- 
ter wrote to the king, and Walsingham to secretary 
Maidand. They represented the certain destruction to 
which. James would expose himself, if, with the forces 
of Scotland alone, he should venture to attack a king- 
dom so far superior in power ; that the history of past 
ages, as well as his mother’s sad experience, might con- 
vince him, that nothing could be more dangerous, or 
deceitful, than dependence on foreign aid; that .the kiug 
of France would,never wish.to see the British kingdoms 
imited under Qne.mona^!^ nor contribute .to investa 
prince so nearly allied .to the house of GuSie with sucb^* 
formidable power; that Philip might be a more active^ 
ally, hut would certainly prove a. more d^gerdus (me; 
and, under ipretence of assisting him, w^nld awert his 
own right to the Ei^lish crown, whi^h^ already be- 
gan ope^y to claim ; that the same ^at|Xte, on -which 
the sentence .of dl^th against his' mo^er haC been^ 
founded, would justify the excluding him from the sue- 

IT O 
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cession to the crown ; diat the English, naturally averse 
froni' the dominion of strangers, would not faU, if ex- 
asperated by his hostilities, to apply it in that n ^ann er; 
that Elizabeth' was disposed to repair the wrongs which 
the mother liad suffered, by her tenderness and affection 
towards the • son ; and that, by eng^aging in a fhiitless 
war, he would deprive hiinself of a noble inheritance, 
which, by cultivating her friendship, he must infallibly 
obtain. These representations, added to the conscious- 
ness of his own weakness, to the smallness of his reve- 
nues, to the mutinous spirit of some of the nobles, to 
the dubious fidelity of others, and to the influence of 
that faction which was entirely at Elizabeth’s devotion, 
convinced James that a war with England, however 
just, would in the present juncture be altogether impo- 
ylitical. All these considerations induced him to stifle 
his resentment; to appear satisfied with the punishment 
indicted on Davison ; and to preserve all the semblances 
of friendship with the English court.” In this manner 
did the cloud which threatened such a storm pass avy^ay. 
Mary’s death, like that of a common criminal, remained 
unavenged by any prince ; and, whatever infamy Eliza- 
beth might incur, she was exposed to no new danger on 
that account. 

Disgrace Mary’s death, however, proved fatal to the 
master of Gray, and lost him the king’s favour, 
Gr»y. vzhich he had for some time possessed. He was 
become sb odious to the nation, as favourites, who 
acquire power without mOi^, and exercise it without 
discretion, usually are. The treacherous part which 
he had acted during his late embassy wm no secret, 
and filled James, who at length came to the knowledge 
of it, with astonishment. The courtiers observed the 
symptoms of disgust arising in the king’s mind, his ene- 
mies seized the opportunity, and Sir William Stewart, 
in*revenge of the perfidy with which Gray had betrayed 

“Spots*. *6*. C«ld. W. ISi 14. St>7pe,377. 
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^ his brothef captain James, publicly accused him 

* before a conyention of nobles; not oidy of hav- 
ing contributed} by his advice and suggestions, to take 
away the life of jhe queen, but of homing correspond- 
ence with Popish princes, in order to subvert . the reli- 
gion established in the kingdom. ..Gray, unsupported 
by the king, deserted by all, and conscious of his own 
guilt, made a feeble .defence. He was condemned to 
perpetual banishment, a punishment very unequal to 
his crimes. But the king was unwilling to abandon 
one whom he had once favoured so highly, to therigour 
of justice, and lord Hamilton, his near relation, and the 
other nobles who had lately returned from exile, in 
gratitude for the zeal, with which he had served them, 
interceded warmly in his behalf. 

Having thus accomplished the destruction of one b©- 
his enemies, captain James Stewart thought the junc- 
ture favourable for prosecuting his revenge on them all. 
He singled out secretary Maitland, the most eminent 
both for abilities and enmity to. him; and offered to 
prove that he was no less accessary than Gray to the 
queen’s death, and had even formed a design of deli- 
vering up the king himself into the hands of the Eng- 
lish. But time and absence had,., in a great measnte, 
extinguished the king’s affection for a minion who so 
little deserved it. All the courtiers combined agamst 
him as a common enemy ; and, instead of gaining his 
point, he had the mortification to see the officO of chan- 
cellor conferred mpOn Maitland, who, together with 
that dignity, enjoyed all the power and influence o£:a. 
prime minister. 

' . In the assembly of the church, which met thia year, 

the same hatred to the Order of bishops, /and‘ the same 
jealonsyiand fear, of their encroachments;' "appeared. But 
as .the king waa' now of full age, andr*avparliament was 
summoned on that occasion, the clerg^y remained satis- 
fied with appointing some of their number to represent 
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l^r«^3ili«jo’this!taeeiittgdf {tariiaihen^ Jaoies 
ftttempted it'workTrdrthy ofa king. The deadly 
•*'^*“**"- feuds whihh subsist^ between many of Ae 
gtdat Amilil^, nad whieh"ttrate transmitted from one 
generation to aaoAer, weakened Ae strength of the 
kingdom ; contribiiAd, mb A Aan any oAer circum- 
sAnce, ta preserye a fierce and batbat'ous spirit among 
Ae nobles ; and pfoved Ae occasion of many disasters 
to themselves and to their colihtiy. ■ A!fter many pre- 
paratory negotiations) he invited Ae contending parties 
to a royal entertainment in the palace of Holyrood- 
house ; and partly by his authority, partly by his en- 
treati A, obtained Aeir promise to bury Aeir dissensions 
m perpetual oblivion. From thencO he conducted 
Aem, in solemn prOcOssion, through Ae streets of Edin- 
burgh, marching by pairs, each hand in hand wiA his 
enemy. A collation of wine and sweetmeats was pre- 
pared at Ae public cross, and Aere Aey drtmk to each 
oAer wiA all Ae signs of reciprocal fo^iveness and 
of future 'friendship. The pe<^te, who were present 
at a spectacle so unusual, conceived Ae most sanguine 
hopes of seeing coUeord and tranquillity established in 
every part of Ae kingdom, and testified Aeirsatisfaction 
by r^eated acclamations." Unhappily, Ae effects of 
Ais reconcilitillion weS:e not correspondent eiAer to Ae 
pious .endeavours of Ae king, or to Aefond wishes of 
Ae people. 

The first cafe of Ae parliament was Ae security of 
the Protestant religion. All Ae laws paused mits A- 
vour, mnce Ae ReArmaticm, were ratified ; and a new 
.chid severe One Was enacted against seminary priests 
and Jesuits, Whose- restless Adnstiy A making prose- 
fytes, Iwon^t many of Aem mte''Seoti.aiid abont this 
.yhne. Two acts of Ais parlhnnmat desefee. more par- 

« Spobw. 164. CUd,iv. ia 
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notice of the coDse<p}jsiKe8 wj^ 

wjiicli they ■were followed. . 

Geieial Th® P^e respected the l^ds of the church. 

As the public revenues were hot sufficient for 
church- d^raying the king^s ordinaiy charges ; as the . 

administration of the government became more 
coQ^licated and more expensive ; as James natu- 
rmiy proihse, and a stranger to economy ; it was ne- 
cessary, on. all these accounts, to provide some'fund 
proportioned to his exigencies: But no considerable 
sum could be levied on the commons, who did not 
enjoy the benefit of an extensive commerce. The no- 
bles were unaccustomed to, bear the burden of heavy 
taxes. The revenues of the church were the only source 
whence a proper supply could be drawn. Notwith- 
standing all the depredations of the laity since the 
Reformation, and the various devices which they had 
employed to seize the church-lands, some considerable 
portion pf them remained still unalienated, and were 
held either by the bishops who possessed the benefices, 
or were granted to laymen during, pleasure. All these 
lands were, in this parliament, annexed, by one general 
law,” to the crown, and the king was empowered to 
apply the rents of them to his own use. The tithes 
alone were reserved fop the maintenance of the persons 
who served the cure, and the;principal mansion-house, 
with a few acres of land, byway of glebe, allotted for 
their residepce. By this ^eat accession of property, 
it is natural to,4B^jClude that the king must have acquired 
a irast increase ojf power, and thp influence of the nobles 
have .suflered a proportional diminution. . The very 
reverse of this' seems, . ho'Wever, to have been the case. 
Almost all .grants of church-lands, prior to this act, were 
thereby, confirmed ; and , tides, which, wore, formerly 
reekonec} pieopnous, derived thence 1he4<sanction of 
parliamentary authority, James was likewise autho- 

o ParL ll. Jac. VI. f. 29. 



162 ■ ■' '•/ '■ ' £ 1587 . 

rize4, fllioiatioas ; 

, a^4,.s|«^ im the ^ility lOf. liis temper, ev«r. ready to 
■ yi|md .to the soli,§jtatlons ,of his servants, and to gfratify 
their most extra^^lgmit demands, that not only dnmg 
the time limited, but throughout his whole reign^ he 
was continuelly employed in bestowing, and his. par- 
Imment. in. ratifying, .grants of this kind to his nobles ; 
hence little advantage accrued, to ti>e crown from that 
which might have been so valuable an addition to its 
revenues. The bishops, howeyer, were great sufferers 
by the law. But at this juncture neither the king nor 
his ministers were solicitous about the interests of an 
order of.men, odious to the people, and persecuted by 
the clergy. Their enemies promoted the law with the 
utmost zeal. Tim prospect of sharing in their spoils 
induced all parties to consent to it ; and after, a step, so 
fatal to the wealth and power of the dignified clergy, 
it was no difiicult matter to introduce that change in 
the government, of the church which soon after took 
pltme.'* . . . 

. The change .which the other statute produced 

the civil constitution was no less remarkable. . 
parihmeot Under thd feudal, system, every freeholder, or 
immediate vassal of the crown, had a right to 
tatiTct. present in parliament These freeholders 
were originally few in . number, but possessed of great 
anti, extensive property. By, degrees 4hese vast posr 
sessions .were divided %:the proprietors themselves, or 
parcelled out. by tiie prince; or split .by«other accidents. 
The number of ff’eeholders.became greater, and their 
condition more unequal ; besides the ancient baroiiS, 
who. preserved their estates, and their pow^ unim-' 
paired, there arose another order, whose' rights were 
the same, though their Wwth and influmme were, far 
inferior. .. But,, in rude ages, when the art of govern- 
ment was extremely imperfect, .when parliaments were-. 

I . ; p Spo(s«r. S6$. ■ ■ 
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seldom., assembled,; mid deliberate^;->'oa tnatters little 
intecesfting to a maftial people, few o^'the kskr bar<m» ■ 
took tbeir seats, "and the whole paidiamentary juris- . 
diction was '^etdised by the greater, barons, in con- 
junction with the eccleisiastical order. James L, fond 
of .imitating the forms of the English ccm'stitutibn, to’ ■ 
which he had been long accustbmed, and desirpus of 
providing' a counterpoise to the power of the great 
nobles, procured an act in the year 1 427, dispensing 
with (he personal attendance of the lesser barons, and 
empowering those in each county to choose twd com- 
missioners to represent them in parliament. This law, 
like many other regulations of that wise prince, pro- 
duced .little effect. All the king’s vassals continued, 
as formerly, possessed of a right to be present* in par- 
liament; but,' unless in some extraordinary conjunc- 
tures, the greater barons alone attended. But, by 
means of the Reformation, the constitution had' under- 
gone a great change. The aristocratical power of the 
nobles had been much increased, and the influence of the 
ecclesiastical order,' which the crown usually employed 
to check their usurpation, and to balance their au- 
thorily, had diminished in proportion. Many of tlie 
abbeys and priories had been erected into temporal 
peerages ; and the Protestant bishops, an indigent race 
of men, and odious to the nation, were far from pos- 
sessing the weight and credit which their predecessors 
derived from their own exorbitant wealfli and the su- 
perstitious reverence of the people. In this situation, 
the king had recourse to the expedient employed by , 
James I., and obtained a law re-viving the siatutb of 
1'427 ; and from that time the commons of Scotland 
have sent' their representatives to parliament. '-An act, 
which tended so visibly to abridge their auibority, did 
not' pass without opposition from many of the nobles. 
But as the king had a right to Sumilion the lesser barons^ 
to attend in person, others were apprehensive of seeing 
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the house jfiUed a multitude ^of his dependuots, 

and bouaented the more willingly 
them under tl^, restriction of appearing only- by their 
representatives. >• .. 

' issa. , The year 1588 , began llath a umversm e^- 
pectatioa thro.ughdtSt.all Europe, that it was. to 
niih^t^ dUtmguished by .W6nde^al eveutsand revo- 

fflada. lutions. Seveiul astrolog^, accoraing to the 
accounts of contemporary historians, had predicted 
this; and the-situddpn of affiiirs'in the two principal 
kingdoms of Europe .was such, that a sagacious ob- 
server, without any, supernatural intelligence, might 
have hazarded the prediction, and have foreseen the 
approach of some grand crisis. In France, it ^as 
evident, from the astoniidiing progress of the league, 
conducted by a leader whose ambition was restrained 
by no scruples,, and whose" genius had hitherto sur- 
..znounted all difEculties; as well as Jfrom the timid, 
variable, and impolitic counsels of Henry III., tiiat 
either thut monarch must submit to abandon the throne, 
of which he was unworthy, or by some sudden and 
daring blow cutpff his formidable rival. Accordingly, 
in the beginning of the year, the duke of Guise drove 
his master out of his capitid city, and forced him to 
conclude a peace, which left him Only the shadow of 
royalty ; and before 'tibe year expire^'he himself fell a 
^ctim to the resehi^nf und fear of Henry) and to his 
own Security. In Spain^-the' operations w^ such as 
promised something more uncommon. During 
three years IRhilip had employed. aU the power of his 
Eufopeau donsisioDS, < and .hxhausfoA the . treasure of 
the Indies, in;va^ pr^aratioBS>fo^!: Wai, A fleet, the 
, ^eatest thathad eve^ tmpeaiied'in the ocean, was ready 
io sail from Dhibon, aM a land ..-Ud^ny was 

:ajBsembled to .eBd)aik.^.bo{wd'of it. Its destination 
was stifl unkuown, thot^h,|n^y cwcuimtimces made 
it probahle'&at'the.hl 9 W w«^. aimed, in theflrst'pl^. 
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againiit EagklEtd.- l^izabeth had lbbg given secret aid 
to the revolted provinces in ihe Loiv Countriesj and 
now openly afforded them her protection. A numerous 
hodj^pf her troops was in their se^ce ; the earl of 
Lfiic^ter commanded their armies ; she had great sway 
in the civil government the republic and some of 
its most c^siderable towns were in her possession. 

, Her fleets had insulted' the coasts of Spain, intercepted 
' the galleons from the West Indies, and threatened the 
colonies there. Roused by so many injuries, allured 
by views of ambition, and animated by a superstitious 
zeal for propagating the Romish religion, Philip re- 
solved not only to invade, but to conquer England, to 
which his descent from the house of ]^ncaster, and the 
donation of pope Sixtus V.- gave him fn his own opinion 
a double title. 

Conduct of Elizabeth saw the danger approach, and pre- 
jame* ob to cncounter it. The measures for the . 

sion. defence of her kingdom were concerted and car- 

ried on with the wisdom and vigour which distinguished 
her reign. Her chief care was to secure the friendship 
of the king of Scots. She had treated the queen his 
mother with a rigour unknown among princes; she 
had often used himself harshly, and with contempt ; 
and diough he had hitherto prudently suppressed his 
resentment of these injuries, she did -not believe it to 
be altogether et^nguished, and ^hs afraid that, in her 
present situation, it might ^irst out with fatal violence. 
Philip, sensible how much^-an alliance with Scotland 
wot^ facilitate his enterprise. Courted James with the 
'rithJbkt assiduity. He excited him to revenge his mo- 
. ther’s ViTOng ; he flattered him with the hope of' sharing 
his conquests ; and offered Iflfi hi marriage his dttugh- 
ter the Ih^nte Isabella. At the saiite lime 'Scotland 
swarmed -with priests, his emissaries; tVho seduced seme 
of the nobles to Popery, and corrupted others with^ 
bribes' and promises. Hunfly, Errol, Crawford, were 
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.the heads of a faction which openly espoused the in- 
terest of Spain. ■ Lord Maxwell^ arriving ■ from that 
court, be^n .'to. assemble his follo^vers, and to' take 
arms that he might be ready to join the Spaniards. , In 
order to counterbalance all thesej i^lizabe^ made the 
warmest professions of friendship to the king; and 
Ashby, her ambassador, entertained him with magni- 
ficent hopes and promises. He assured him, that his 
right of succession' to the crowa should be publicly 
acknowledged in England ; that he should be created 
a duke in that kingdom ; and he should be admitted 
to some share in the government ; and receive a con- 
siderable pension annually. James, it is probable, was 
too well acquainted with Elizabeth’s arts, to rely en- 
tirely on these promises. But he understood his olvn 
interest in the present juncture, and pursued it with 
much steadiness. He rejected an alliance with Spain, 
as dangerous. He refused to admit into his presence 
an ambassadorifrom the pope.' He seized colonel Sem- 
ple, an agent of the prince of Parma. He drove many 
of the seminary priests out of the kingdom. He marched 
suddenly to Dunafries, dispersed Maxwell's, followers, 
and took him prisoner. In a convention of the nobles, 
he declared his resolution to adhere Inviolably to the 
league with Englsmd ; and without listening to the 
suggestions of revenge, determined 'to act in concert 
with Elizabeth, ag^st the common enemy of the 
Protertant faith. He put the kingdom in a posture of 
defence^ and levied troOj[fe to obstruct the landing of 
the Spaniards. He peered to Send an army to Eliza- 
beth’s assistance,- and told her ambassador that he^ ex- 
pected no other favour from the king of Spain, 'but 
that which Poljrphemua had prpmised^to Ulysses, that 
when he had c^oured all lus companions, he would 
make him hfa l^t morsel.'' ‘ 'V 
The zeal of the people; onlthis^occasiop, was not in- 

4 {>amd. 544. .Tobiist. 1S9. Spotsw. 569. 
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A national feripT to that of the king ; and the extraordi- 
nary danger with which they were threatened, 
of religion, suggested, to them an extraordinaiy expedient for 
their security. A bond was framed for. the maintenance 
of true religion, as well as the defence of the king s 
person and government, in, opposition to . all enemies, 
foreign and domestiq. This contained a confession of 
the Protestant faith, a particular renunciation of the 
errors of Popery, and the most solemn promises, in the 
name, and through the strength of God, of adhering to 
each other in supporting the former, and contending 
against the latter, to the utmost of their power.' The 
king, the nobles, the clergy, and the people, subscribed 
with equal alacrity. Strange or uncommon as such a 
combination may now appear, many circumstances con- 
tributed at that time to recommend it, and to render 
the idea familiar to the Scots. When roused by an ex- 
traordinary event, or alarmed by any public danger, the 
people of Israel were accustomed to bjnd themselves, 
by a solemn covenant, to adhere to that religion which 
the Almighty had established among them; this the 
Scots considered as a sacred precedent, which it be- 
came them to imitate. In that age, no considerable 
enterprise was undertaken in Scotland, without a bond 
of mutual defence, which all concerned reckoned ne- 
cessary for their security. The form of this religious 
confederacy is plainly borrowed from those political 
ones, of which so many instances have occurred ; the 
articles, stipulations, and peculiar modes of expression, 
are exactly the same in both. Almost all the.consi- 
deri^ble Popish princes were then joined in a league for 
extirpating the reformed religion, and nothing could 
be more naturaj, or seemed more efficacious, than to 
enter into a .counter-association, in Qrder to oppose 
the progress, of that formidable conspir^y. To these 
causes did the covenant ^ which is become so famous in 

r Uunlop’f Collect, of Confess, vol. ii. 106. . 
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gKal!^einn%, tbodgh iwll;^ eopsideral^^^ ^teration'K,. 

It was .adopt^,^!}]^. t^' EngUslk'tui 
the. yaar .1043, and. enforced by and 
astieal authority of both jEL^doma. Th<i .polilieal puf’- 
'pos^ tb which it w^ then made sabaervi^t^ and the 
violent and unconstitutional measiwes whicm it was then 
employed to promote, it is tiot oui^ ittovince.tQ.eS|ilain> 
But at the juncturjct in which it drst introduced, we 
may pronounce it to have been a prudent and laudable 
device for the . defence of the religion and liberies of 
the nation ; nor were the terms in which it was con- 
ceived, other than might have been expected from men . 
alarmed with, tile impending danger of Popery,, and 
threatened with an invasion by the most bigotted ind 
most powerful prince in Europe. 

Philip’s eagerness, to conquer England , did not in- 
spire him either with the vigour or dispatch necessary 
to ensure the success of so mighty an enterprise. His 
Beet, which ought to have sailed in April, did not enter 
&e English chai^el till the middle of July. It hovered 
man^ldays on the coast, iroexpectation of being joined . 
by th^prince of Parma, ^ho was blocked up in the 
ports .of Flanders by a .Putch squadron. , Con- 


The ar- 


sna^.de- tinual, disaste.ro pursued the Spaniards during 
.*”! * ' that time ; ^sqoc^siye storms and battles; which 
^e well Isno-wn, conspired with their own ill-conduct 
. to disappoint their enteip^e. And, by the blessing of 
Proyidence, wfa^h wa^ed witb.rem^able care.pver 
ftiin ProtestahtJreligiph and tbe'liberjties;^ Britain* the 
BugUsh valpi^rocattered and,^troydd!^|^ armada*, on 
iwld^ Philip iiad arr^ntlyrhesipited the name of imr^ 
.wincible.-^ A#l*^ bmag English-seas,,. 

aha^ied,.nhipst.Werok|!8|^^ their, course 

1 , ioiind Scc«tiand‘ 8B^ Ireland. Many of 

C|ild.ir.m 
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libem sujSsi^ dhi^Wtedc ^ theiie ‘dangerous and un- 
bu>wu ebtiste. Though Jatues kej^i his subjects under 
arms, to w^eh the motions of the '. Spaniards, and to 
prevent theif.' landing in a hostile manner; he received 
with g^at humanity seven hundred who were forced 
ashore by a tempest, and, it^er supplying them with 
necessaries,^permitted them to return into their own 
■ country. 

' On /the retreat of: the Spaniards, Elizabeth sent an 
ambassador to congratulate with Jam^, and to compli- 
ment him on the firmness and generosity he had disco- 
vered during a conjuncture so dangerous. But none of 
Ashby’s promises were any longer remembered ; that 
minister was even accused of having exceeded his 
powers, by his too liberal offers ; and conscious of his 
ov^ falsehood, or ashamed of being disowned by his 
court, he withdrew secretly out of Scotland.* 

1589. Philip, convinced by fatal experience of his 
Philip’s in- o-vrn rashncss in attempting the conquest of 
ScoUand, England, by a naval armament, equipped at so 
great a distance, and subjected, in all its operations, to 
the delays, and dangers, and uncertainties, Arising from 
seas and wind, resolved to make his attack in another 
form, and to adopt the plan which the princes of Lor- 
rain had long meditated, of invading England through 
Scotland. A body of his troops, he imagined, might 
be easily wafted over from the lij^v Countries to that 
kingdom, and if they cbuld once obtain footing, or 
procure assistance there, the fixintier of England was 
open. and defenceless, mid the northern counties full of 
Roman- Catholics, who would receive them with opei^ 
armsl’' Meanwhile a descent might be threatened on 
the ‘southern coast, which wpuld divide the Ei^lish 
army, distract their counsels, and thrdw^lhe whole king- 
dom iUto terriMe^oonvulmons. In order to prepare the 
way fdr the execution of this design, he remitted a 
« Johiist. 134. Cuttd. 5 * 6 . Mardio, 635. 788. 
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' 'S^olikhd,* " 

'Grs^i^^, ajid Tyrie, Scotti&h Jesi^its, ^ 

mwy-'jbeMbnk of distinction as po^He tb liis intei^. 
popijj^ Zeal for Popety, and the' 'aSrar insinuations of 
Um con-:* tfi^e’^^^feinissaries, ifadticed several noblemen to 
gXu the favour a measure which tended so manifestly to 
the destruction of their .'cqiuhtry. Hu^atly, though 
the king had lately given him in m^iage the daughter 
of his favourite the duke of Lennox, continued warmly 
adlached to the Romish church. Crawford and Errol 
were animated with the zeal- of new converts. They all 
engaged in a correspondence with the prince of Parma, 
and, in their letters to him, offered their service to the 
king of Spain, and undertook, with the aid of six thou- 
sand men, to render him master of Scotland, and to 
bring so many of their vassals into the field, that he 
should be able to enter England with a numerous 
army. Francis Stewart, grandson of James V.,“ whom 
the king had created earl of Bothwell, though in- 
fluenced by no motive of religion, for he still adhered to 
the Protestant faith, was prompted merely by caprice, 
and the restlessness of his nature, to join in this treason- 
able correspondence. 

All these letters were intercepted in England, 
Elizabeth, alarmed at the danger which threat- 
ened her own kingdom, sent them immediately to the 
king, and, reproaching him with his former lenity to- 
wards the Popish party, called upon him to check this 
The king’s formidable conspiracy by a proper severity. But 
Tuhregard Jamcs, foough firmly attached to the Protestant 
to Poperjl' reli^on, though profoundly versed in the theo- 
logibal controversies batween the' reformers and the 
'nhurch of Boiue, though he had employed himself, at 
that early period . of lifo, in ty|tting u^ommentary on the 
Revedatioha, iin which he laboured to prove the pope to 

u 'He was tlie son of John, prior of Coldinghan, one of James's natural children.. 
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a,t that tizde ; & 

a^viB iiiarty'^|yi|»d| they were far aa 

ihcoDsiderabfeii^^^ in Ig^wn JdngdoB^* ‘1^ 
wd the king of Spain were ji^dy to;take part in i^ ^eir 
diiadinadoa^i and tpiaecond every ^ort of their bigotry. 
The b^^siidbn o,f such a body to his snccession jfo the 
crovm of England, a|:ded to ihe aveneness of the Eng-,, 
lish from the govenpnent of strangi^, might create hM 
many difficulties. ; Ip order to avoid these, he thought 
it necessary to. soothe rather than to' irritate the Roman 
.Catholics, and to reconcile them to his succession, by 
the hopes of gentler treatment, and some mitigation of 
theii^^ur of those laws, which were now in force against 
theiip' This attempt to gain one party by promises of 
indulgence and acts of clemency, while he adhered with, 
all the obstinacy of a disputant .to iho doctrines and 
tenets of the other, had given an mr of mystery,, and even 
of contradiction, to this part of the king’s character. 
The Papists, with the credulity of a sect struggling 
to obtain power, believed .his heart to be wholly 
theirs ; and the Protestants, with the j^^usy, h^pa- ' 
rable from those who ...are already, in possesdbn . of 
power, viewed every apt of lenity as a mark of indif- 
ference, or a synrptoih 'of 'apostecyrf,^ In order to please 
both, James often aimed at an ^cessive refinement, 
mingled*' With diasimolatidp, in. which he imagined 
the perfection of gpvemmeiit , aito of king-craft to 
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{^|^ .8ooq had reason to 
aa a$^j^ cfiliBenpy% inconsistent the dig- 
nity ^jr.^vaiii6ifnj^^::'; The first die whieh the conspira- 
tora,ii|Adie.4f their liberty was to assemblp/^eir follc^r 
ers, aod=^<^r pretence of remov^g (^ncellor Maltr 
land, an .abljs^ihinister, but wai-mly devoted tC the Eng- 
lish iiitefest, from the. king’s council and presence, the^r 
attempted to seize JEpnps hin|||^., . This attempt being 
defeated, partly by Maitlan^h^igilance, imd p^ly by 
their own ill con^ct, they were forced to retiireto the 
north, ^here they openly erected the standard of rebel- 
lion. But as the king’s government was not generally 
unpopular, or his mihikers odious, their own vassals 
joined them slowlyj and discovered no zeal in the cause. 
lyThe king, in person, advancing against them with such 
forces as he could suddenly levy, they durst not tfly so 
; much on the fidelity of the troops, which, though Supe- 
rior in number, -followed them with reluctance, as to 
hazard a battle ; but suffering them to disperse, they 
surrendered to the king, and threw themselves on his 
Huntly, Errol, Crawford, and Bothwell, were 
all Wought;to a public trial. ' Repeated acts of treason 
■were easily proved against them. The king, however, 
did .hot perpait any sentence to be pronounced; and 
after . keejpi^ ., them a , fet^-- months in confinemrat, 
he took occasion, .amidst public festivity and re- 
joicings at the approach of his marriage, to set them at 
liberty.*, 

The As Jamesywas the only descenc^t of the an- 

,.icient' monarchs of Scodahd iu. the direct line ; 

jail hopes lof unhiiiagxthejgitewnB nf the. two 
kingdoms would have expi^ifidL him ; as the 
ead of Arr^, the prpsuiuptlye hatee w the throne, was 
lunafifc; liking’s &arni^v^U^'j^ all these apoounts, 
aa etent thelrmdief^ishc^cn'wM^^ 

hr, 0 ^ 190 . / 
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ing it ; and Wd made ovierrares foi<%aipiaipo3e to t^e 
eldest daitghiter of Frederick II. kii^ ^ Den^i^rki ' But 
S|zabeth, jetdouB of every thing that wdiiM^reii^ the 
.^bession of me hot^e of Stewart more uccep^leto the 
English, endeavoured to peiplex 'Jame9,^i'n’''tbe same 
manner she had done Mary ; and employed as ^many 
artifices to defeatorto retard his. marriage.- ,His minis- 
ters, ginned by bribes and promises, seconded her in- 
tention ; and though several different ambassadors were- 
sent from Scotland to Denmark, they produce^ powers 
so limited, or insisted on conditions so extravagant, that 
Frederick could' not believe the king to be in earnest ; 
and suspecting that there was some design to deceive 
or amuse him, gave his daughter in marriage to the duke 
of Bixmswick. Not discouraged by this disappointment, 
which' he imputed entirely to the conduct of his own 
ministers, James made addresses to the princess Anne, 
Frederick’s second daughter. Though Elizabeth en- 
deavoured to divert him from this by recommending 
Catherine, the king of Navarre’s sister, as a mot^^- 
vantageous match ; though she prevailed on the jiHvy- 
Council of Scotland to declare against the alliance with 
Denmark, he persisted in his choice ; and despairing of 
overcoming the obstinacy Of his own ministers in any 
other manner, he secretly encouraged the citizens of 
Edinburgh to take arms. They threatened to tear in 
pieces the chancellor, whom they accused as the person 
whose artificj^ had hitherto disappointed the wishes of >!■ 
the king and the expectations of his people. In conse-' 
quence of this, the earl hlanscbal was sent into Dmi- 
mbrk'at the head of a splendid embassy. He received 
ample powers and iEhtructions^ drawn with the kiitg^s 
own hand. The marnage articles ivere quickly agreed 
upoB,-and they oun^ quee^' set s^ towa^s Scotland. 
James made great preparations fof heryecepjtion, cad 

m2- 
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^ of a tovor^ 

i^liei: ''iriri'ved,, a ^|(^t ' 

6is^g|iit^hi^^aru back her 6^11; to Nor^ 

way^l^la cbndMoh so' sliattered,.'that ih^e was 
hope of'Hs.p^tting'a^m to sfea before ^e spring. Tliu. 
lin^jcpected '^ss^^^ he felt witih the utmost sen- 
sibility. He xnatandy 6ttod Out some ships, andj with- 
out conunuhiikthig his to any of his cbupcil, 

saded in persbn, attended 'th|, chancellor, y^veral 
noblemen, and a train of three hundred persons, in quest 
. pf his bride. He.arrived safely in a small har- 
bour near Upslo, where the queen then resided. 
Kot.M. There the carriage was solemnized; and .as it. 
would have hemi rash to trust those boisterous seas in 
^e winter set^on, James accepted the invitation of the 
court of Denmark, and repairing to Copenhagen, ^passed 
several montki there, amidst continual feasting and 
.amusements, in which both the queen and himself had 
great delight’ 

No event in the king’s life appears to be a wider de- 
v^ii^i^iTom his general character than this sudden sally. 
Hw0o,^harles I. was capable of that excessive admira- 
tion of the odier sex, which arises from g^eat sensibility 
of hiert; hs^hlened by elegaince of taste ; and the ro- 
mantic-air. pf his journey to^^N^ suited such a dispo- 
sition. .But James was norl^i^eptible of any refitted 
gallanh]^ and always expressed toat contempt for the 
^^male character which a pedaqfic eruditi(^, unm:- 


afford £hsi^&:and,his..Dwn mmisters an opp^tunity 
of. tibw^ag ithn l^.nisvs|btrigi^ he fuddehUy took 


quamted wito. poiiteneas^ is apt to. insg^e. Me was 
enp||>enj^, howeverj and rendered impatieht by the 
mfdi|^jPb^csln|. w^h |iad hton lild m^s way. He was 
a^pos to sebure the political advaB y es which h^ex- 
omled fr<MBi married : and feia^ ^t a delav mi&rht 
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the resolution of prevepting them, by a voyage from 
' which he expected to return in a few weeks. The nation 
seemed to applaud his conduct, and to be pleased with 
this appearcmce pf amorous ardour in a young prince. 
Notwithstanding his absence so long beyond the time 
he expected, the Pobles, the clergy, and the people, vied 
with one another in loyalty and obedience; mid no 
period of the king’s rei^ was more remarkable for 
tranquillity, or more free from any eruption of those 
factions which so often disturbed the kingdom. 
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1590. Os' the 1 st of May the king and queen arrived 
md qwen Leith, ajtti Were received by theirsubjects with 

Swtiaid possible expression of joy. The so^em- 

^ ‘ nity of the queen’s coronation was conducted 
with great magnificence;, but so low had the order of 
^ishops fallen in the opinion of the public, that none of 
them were prei^nt on that occasion ; and Mr. Robert 
Bruce, a presbyterian minister of great xeputation, set 
the crown on her head, administered the sacred unction, 
and performed the other customary ceremonies. 

The zeal and success with which many of the clergy 
had contributed towards preserving peace and order in 
the kingdom, during his absence, reconciled James^ in 
a great degree, to their persons, and even to the pres- 
Ao t4 government. In presence of 

an assembly which jnet this year, he made high 
encomiums on the discipline as well as the doctrine of 
the church, promised to adhere inviolably to both, and 
permitted the assembly to frame such acts as gradually 
abolished all the remains of episcopal jurisdiction, and 
paved the way fot a full and legal establishment of the 
presbyterian model, f 

1591 event happened soon aftef^ which afforded 

V the ifbrgy no smaU triun^h. Archbishop Adam- 
son, th^ aheient oppon^^ having Men und^r the 
king’s ^ispleasure, buying 1 ^^^ of the revenues 

■'•Cald.iF.f04. ; 
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of his see in consequence of the. act of annexation, and 
.being oppressed with age, Wi^poVerty, and diseases, 
made tbe mewest snbmisdon to ^the clergy, and deli- 
vered to ;:^e assembly a formal recantation of nil his 
opinions concerning church government, which had 
been matter of offence to the pre^byterkms. - Such a 
confession, from the most learned person of the epis- 
copal order^ was considered as a testimony which the 
force of truth had extorted from an adversary.'’ 

Disorders Meanwhile, the king’s excessive clemency to- 
in the wards ofEenders multiplied criihes of all kinds,. 

kiogdom. ,■ 1 

and encouraged such acts oi violence, as brought 
his govemihent under contempt, and proved fatal to 
many of his subjects; The history of several years, 
about this time, is filled with accounts of the deadly 
quarrels between the great families, and of murders 
and assassinations perpetrated in the ..most audacious 
“manner, and with circumstances, of the utmost barba- 
rity. All the defects in the feudal aristocracy were 
now felt more sensibly, perhaps, than at aiiy other pe- 
riod in the history of Scotland, and universal licence 
and anarchy prevailed to a degree scarce consistent 
with the preservation of society : while the king, too 
gentle to punish, or too feeble to act with vigour, suf- 
fered all these enormities to pass with iiidpubity. 

An attempt But though J^aes coumvcd at real crimes, 
weU’s^' witchcraftj which is commonly an imaginary 
against the one, engTOssed his attention, and those sus- 
pected of it felt the whole weight of his autho- 
rity. Many perspns, neither extremely old nor wretch- 
edly poor, which were usually held to be certoin. indi- 
cations of this crime, but masters pf families, and- ma- 
trons of a decent rank, and in the middlf age d>life, 
ware seized and tortured. Thpjj^h their confessions 
contained the most absurd and incredible cirmmistances, 
the king’s prejudices, those of the,cte^ -and of the 
bgpotsw. 3B5. Sll4. 
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penom^trifti^. 

r^t^iaei^y.'' jSome of:i&i^^p^ta{i|>j Qu£feiiW 9 accusafi 
Bo^lreli of Jiavibg; 0 onto^^ tiiem, In ordel^to koa^^ 
oftke king’# dea^, a^d of haying emplo^^; 
fj^r aet to i#i8e.Jt^.8t(^i9.wbic]|^ had eiida^g^f.^ 
quad’s Hf^iaitp^d detained James sp long in Dyi^'^ 
maA. Upon ^is ;e(vidence dial nobleman was ooi^^ 
mitted to prison. ■ His turbulent and haughty spirij^' 
opiild -nritheT'. submit to the, restraint, ^or brook such 
an iddi^ty. Having ^kted his keepers, he made his 
escape, and impunng the aceusation to the artifices of 
his epemy the chsmcellor, he assembled his followers, 
under pretence of driving him from the king’s councils. 
Being hsvoured by some of the king’s attendants, he 
was admitted,by a secret passagej under cloud of night, 
into the . court of the palaee of. Holyroodrhouse.' He 
^ advanced directly towards the royal apartment, but’ 
hfqipily before he entered, the alarm was taken, and 
^ ^ >the doors shut. While he attempted to burst 
open some of them, and set fire to others, the 
citizens of Edinburgh had time, to run to their arms, 
and hercscapod with .the utnmst difficulty; owing Ids 
safety to the dnrkn^s of ffie night, and the precipi- 
tancy with whoch he .fled.” . 

: /HO'retinldilq^afdS’ the north, and the king 
' ; having .unadyi 8 edly;.given a commission to the 
c^.Hun% to purriie him and his foUowera with 
fire aadowor^h^ imdercQiQmr of executing fhaticom- 
mission, gratified bis. private; |evei^,.,and surrounded 


-the hquse eftimj 
f and riW 


.Feb* 8*' 


it. it to the ground, 
.murder of , a' 
I, end 
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li§^ ' iraitiDbw ^ii^h;c<iktLued, James 

did%lit it ''pi^ea^ to -withdraw from the 6i1y,;aaid fixed 
his roiMeoee ^ some time at GlasgOirl . Htlndy 
,'iifihtrmidEsred himsdf to justice ; and,- ^tmthstanding 
'^mSatrociousness of his.erinfe, and the clamours of the 
peoj()}e, the power of the chancellor, with whom he was 
now closely confederated, and .the king’s regard for the 
meknoiy of the duke of Lennox, who^ daughter he had 
married, 'not only protected him from the sentence which 
such an odious action -taerited, but exempted him e-ven 


from the formality of a public trial;* 
pmby- A step of much importance was taken soon 
S^hgo. after with regard to the government of the 
'^usnahed church. The clergy had lonjg complained of 
>««• the encroachments made upon their privileges 
and jurisdiction by the acts of the parliment 1584, 
and though these laws had now lost much of their 
force, they resolved to petition the parliament, which 
was approaching, to repeal them in form. The junc- 
ture for pushing such a measure was well chosen. Tlie 
Vjng bad lost much of the public favour by his lenitj^ 
towards the Popish .faction, and still more by bis rej 
yniaanPBa in puTSUing the murderers of the earl of Muri 
ray. The chancellor had iiot only a powerful party of 
ftie courtiers combined a^nst him, but was become 
odious #the people, who. imputed to him every fal» 
Step in the king’s conduct. Bothwell still lurked in. 
6m kingdom, ^ being; secr^y supported by . all the 
enemies <rf l^twand’s adminfetfation, was ready ,eveiy 
nmmeBt to renew his audac^ enter||Be8. James, 
foi^l .^tte reasbns, was extrew^y to indulge 

, thdir request, and hot i^^ceisented to 

a kw, i^eby t^ acts of 15^ %ei«a.^indi|d or ex- 

d SpofciW.. HS^| ' 




11 ^ 2 . 

[: in ij^ j^ TillBfembliegi proving 

^ Is, presbyt^^^and^i^ seisibns, witkall 

t ^i^raacbes bi'i^ir di^ipline and .jdoidiclib^ 'Ui; 

most amplei^isii^i^. '4J1 the zeal did authbrity of 
the der^,'^V^iunder the. admihistratioa of reg^pts,. 
from whom they might have expected the most paM^I 
tavoiu’, could not .obtain the sanction of law, in 
firmation of their mode^ of 'ecclesiastical, government. 
No prince was ever less, disposed than James’ to ap- 
prove a system, the republican genius of which inspired 
a passion for liberty extremely repugnant to his exalted 
notions of royal prerogative. Nor could any aversion 
be more inveterate than his, to the austere and uncom- 
plying character of the presbyterian clergy in that age; 
who, nmre eminent for zeal than for policy, often con- 
tradicted his opinions, and censured his conduct, with 
a freedom eipially oiFensive to his dogmatism as a theo- 
logian, and ,to. his pride as a king. His situation, how- 
ever, obliged him frequently to conceal, or to dissem- 
ble, his sentiments ; and, as he often disgusted his sub- 
jects, by indulging the Popish faction more than they 
approved, he endeavoured to atone for this by conces-r 
»ions to the presbyterian clergy, more liberal than he 
kimself would otherwise have chosen to grant.® 

In this parliament, Bothwell and all his* adherents 
vete attainted. But he soon made a new attempt to 
seize the king at Falkland ; and James, betrayeSbysfome 
of his courtiers, and feebly defended by others^ who 
wished well to Bothwell, ash^'e chancellor’s avowed 
enemy,iowed his safety to IhO 'ddelity fuiid Vigilance of 
^r Robert Melvil, and to 'the irresolution of Bd& well’s 
associates/ 

A neww Scarcely was this danger over, when th^^i- 
>piwj h lionwas alarmed withthe discovery pf a new and 


* Cald. iv. 248* 252. Spot^. 388. 


^ Mdv. 408. 
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moreJIijnidable ctMispir^ It«r, ^ 

lord Ne:^M|tde’s btotl^ bi^ng ^ii^d aa||&i]^ 

in -bis custody, and' fmidng th«^ several li^ik^ 
signed by the earls of An^s, Huntlyi and Errols By 
fbia ^traordinary precaution they hoped to escape any 
;^danger of discovery. But Ker's resolution shrinking 
>^i^en torture was threatened, he confessed that he was 
onployed by these noblemen to carry on a negotiation 
wilb the king of Spain ; that the blanks subscribed with 
their names were to be filled up by Crichton and Tyrie; 
that they were instructed to offer the faithful service of 
the three earls to that monarch ; and to solicit him to 
land a body of; his troops; either in Galloway, or at the 
mouth of Clyde, with which they undertook, in the first 
place, to establish the Roman Catholic religion in Scot- 
land, and then to invade*England with the whole forces 
of the kingdom. David Graham of Fintry, and Barclay 
of Ladyland, whom he accused of being privy to the 
conspiracy, were taken into custody, and confirmed all 
the circumstances of his confession.® 

The nation having been kept for some time 
Zeaioftiie in continual terror and agitation by so many 
successive conspiracies, the discovery of this 
new danger completed the panic. Alt ranks of men, 
as if the enemy had already been at their gates, thought 
themselves called upon to stand forth in defence of their 
country. The ministers of Edinburgh, without waiting 
for any virarrant from the king, who happened at that 
time to be absent from the capital, and without having 
received any legal commissibn, assembled a consider- 
able number ctf peers , and baltons, in otder to provide 
an instant security against the impending danger. They 

S I ttie earl of Angus, and committed him, to the 
; they examined -Ker; and- prepared a remon- 
strance to be laid before the king, cqhceming^the state 

g Horner, wi. 19(U 
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tive, 

stead of 
found if ! 
ttieiit, not on 



£159^. 

nec«|% of pF08«|i&atg''.tbe 
[*l)A!6<mung T^i^r. 

' ‘ ' t Oll/l|& p^^gft- 

ide2piit]i''faiB sttlgectS) 
ioning, seemed to prescribe to 
^ ^ oring life violimce of &e fer- 
iopt Ilieir^plan> bat even to debate 


such as hiui gaill^ of so ddions & treasofi. 
summoned , the earis of Handy and Eitol: to surrender 
Jan. 8. to jiistice. Grahamef Fintiy, whom 

' his peers pronounced to be guilty of treason, he 
cmnmmid,ed to be publicly beheaded ; and marching 
into the north at the head’ of an army, the two earls, 
together with Ahgusj' who had escaped out of prison, 
retired to the mountains.. He. placed garrisons in the 
casdto which belonged to diem ; compelled their vas- 
sa^ and the barons, in the adjacent countriesj to sub- 
sjeribe a bond, containing professions of their loyalty 
towards him, and of thmr firm adherence to the Protes- 
tant &ith ; and the better to secure the tranquillity of 
that part of the kingdom, constituted the earls of Athol 
and Mmischal his lieutenants there.** 

'Having finished this expediticm, James re- 
•oii^ him turned to £dinburgli> where- he jEimnd lord Bor- 
the1^*Mi extincif<^ary ambassador from the 

%wr.> cojdrt of Engltfiid, ' -Elizabeth, alarmed at the 
discovery of a conspi^y which she considered ds no 
less fijtyaidable tpl^ own kingdom than to Si^tiand, 

' reproached James mth hi8 ..jmnaer remissness, and 
nrg^.|>im, as he regarded tl^pmervatiott of the Pro- 
tertani; religion,' or ^ digK^'of his bwn crown;, to 
punish, this rc^mabid .',trea^ 'wltit . f^ur if he 
conld'mt appri^|i;^'the ^eriKms,^ at least ^ /eifii^ate- 
ihe;j^^, of stmb/aadacSWia'reb^, ^ ■Shl WeakmiM, 
'hoW€0^‘.tim.fimto of .tiiese:ieqime^ interceding at 

•> Spo^. SOi. Odd. S91^ 
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to listeii ‘l6, amy 

nd«|^i<Hi i^a70ar of oi^ bo often, jmd with 

'faoi ’n^h ontia%e, ibsultedbotli^s.^^rnsiieDt and.hiB' 
^w^ik. With regard tq the Pop|p^o|»pirator8,' he 
'^^^3ared hi$ resolution to prosecute jhtiiB wf& vigour,; 
l^ that he might be the better able to do so, he de- 
manded a small sum pf money from Elizabeth, which 
she, distrustful perhaps of the mismner in which he might 
{^ply it, shewed no inclination to grant. The zeal, 
however, and importunity of his^own subjects, obliged 
him to call a parliament, in order to pass an act of 
att^der against the three earls. But before it met, 
Ker made his escape out of prison; and, on pretence 
that legal evid^ce of their guilt could not be produced, 
nothing was concluded against them. The king him* 
self was universally , suspected of having contrived this 
artifice, on purpose to elude the requests of the queen 
'of England, and to disappoint the -wishes of his own 
people ; and therefore, in order to soothe the clergy, 
who exclaimed loudly against his conduct, he gave way 
to the passing of ah act, which ordained such as obsti- 
nately contei^ed the censures, of the church to be 
declared outlaws.^ . C - 

Bdthweu ■ While’ the terror excited by the Popish con- 
:spiracy possessed the nation, the court had been 
. * - divided by two rival factions, which contended 

for the chief direction^ of affairs. At the head of one 
was the chancellor, i^iyhom the king reposed entire 
confidence. ^lEor that very, reason,, perhaps, he had 
' fallftij ti ^ ly under the queen’erdispleasure^ The duke 
^Xenpox, the earl of Athol, l|ord (^hiltjtee, all the 
.'jlipe of Stewart,, espoused her. *Bnd widened 

SpaUw.' 393. ’ 'JNiU VI. c, 
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of d01^stiet^ta^qu^l- 
aaVi^ bi^ fiitOonte to rblir^.. 
for'b^e tnSii^ i^^p«8 tkef^oeen’s rei^ttneht 
subside.' h^p^d m-need, iu the pj^^t 

juncture, of the aili^^ce Bf an able minister, tehad 
recalled him to/cou^.*|^bi order to preV'ent hirn ^om. 
recovering his power, the Stewarts had recourse, 

jai 84 . ^ an eipedient no less illegal than desperate^ 
Having combined with Bothwellj who 'tras of 
the same name, they brought him back secretly into 
Scotland; and seizing the ga^ of the palace, intro- 
duced him into the royal apartment with a numerous 
train of armed followers. James, though deserted by 
all his courtiers, and incapable of resistance, discovered 
more indignation than fear, and reproaching them for 
their treachery, called on the earl to finish his treasons, 
by piercing his sovereign to the heart. But Bothwell 
fell on his knees, .and implm-ed pardon. The king was 
notin a- condition to refuse his demands. A few days 
after he signed a capitulation with this successful trai- 
tor, to whom he was really a prisoner, whereby he bound 
himself to grant him a remission for all past offences, 
and to procure the ratification of it in parliament ; and 
in the mean time to dismiss the chancellor, the master 
of €Ramis, lord Home, and Sir Greorge Home, from his 
councils and presence. Bothwell, on his part, con- 
sented to remove from court, though he left there as 
many of his associates as he thought sufficient to pre- 
vent the return of the adverse faction. 

He reco- But it was now no -easy matter to keep the 
kii^, under the same i^ of bondage to which 
Sept. 7 . , be had bebn often sul^cf duijng his minority. 
He discovered tso muchim^tience to shake off his fet- 
ters, that those who. had imposed,' 'durst -not continue 
the -restraint; They permitti^ him to call a cohvmition 
'of them^les'at Stirlingf^aud-to i^iur4hither himsdf. 
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;|^^0lihweir^/^einie8^ aB^ all ^1^0 desirous of 
the king’a favour byappewiai^ tp be ao', i^jed 
.die,:au.mmoi|is^., ofiiaed to 

the. l^gV person wd''aui9^|n^ ^^-‘Mgb-treasoi^’and 
defied bun absolved from anyv wllgatioii to observe 
conditions ei^rted by force, whicb violated so e^ 
senlially his royal prerogative. . Ja^i^ however, still 
l^ffered him a pardon, provided he would sue for it as 
..ntf^'acf of mercy, and promise to retire out of the king- 
dom. These coiiditions Bothwell rejected with disdain, 
and, betaking himself once more to arms, attempted to 
surprise the king ; but finding him on his guard, fled to 
the borders.'' ’ , 

Sinpected The king’s ardour against Bothwell, compared 

Tngihe'po- '^ith his slow and evasive proceedings against 
pish lords. Popish lords, occasioned a general disgust 
among his subjects : and was imputed either to an ex- 
cessive attachment to the persons of those conspirators, 
or to a secret partiality towards their opinions; both 
which gave rise to no unreasonable fears. The clergy, 
as the immediate guardians of the Protestant religion, 
thought themselves bound, in such a juncture, to take ex- 
traordinary steps for its preservation. The pro- 
Sept «5. synod of Fife happening to meet at that 

time, a motion was made to excommunicate all con- 
cerned in the late conspiracy, as obstinate and irre- 
claimable Papists; and, though none of the conspira- 
tors, resided within the bounds of the synod, or were 
subject to its jurisdiction, such was the zeal of the mem- 
bers,., that, overlooking this irregularity, they pronoun- 
ced against them the. a^tence of excommunication', .to 
which the act of last ^rliament added new .tewors. 
Itest thht should be imputed to a few men, and ac^unt- 
«d ih© act of a small part of the church, deputies were 
sg|mjnteti' to attend the adjacent synods, and to desire 
th^r> approbation and concurrence; . ' 

t-* Qsid'iv. 326. Spotow.SSS. 
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* ' ' ' . . . ' : 

AneveQtMppei^ a 

; inicieiE^df 4^ people’s siii^^ the kii^^; ^ 
^ ». As he irtil marchiQg tp air ezp^ition:ig8&ig£ 
the ^ P6pish esurUjpomuig.^deDlj 

^ imb» his presencei/^ffered to submit themsdirM to a 
legal trial ; and Jaines, w^out coioiaitting themt to ^- 
tody, Appointed a day for that pmrpose^ They pr^ared 
to appear with a formidable h^aia of their ^euds and 
yassaia* But in the mean rime the cle^yi- together i^ithi 
many peers and barons, assembled at Ed^ergh, re> 
aponstrated agaiiist the king’s extreme indiilgenoe, wirii .. 
great boldness, and. demanded ofhim,.according to the' ' 
regular course of justice, to commit to sure custody per> 
sons, charged with.the high^t acts of riea8Qn,who could 
not be brought to a legal trud, until they were’ absolved 
from the censures of the church; and^to call a conyen* 
tion of estates, to deliberate concerning the method of 
proeei^iug i^inst them. At the same time they offered 
to accompany him inarmsto the place of trial, lest such 
.audacious and powerful criminals should overawe jus- 
tice, and dictate tp the. judges, to .whom they pretended 
tp submit. James, though extremely offended, both 
’ with the irr^gnlarily. of their proceedings, and the pre- 
susapticm of their .demands, found it expedient to put 
off the day of trial, and to call a convention of estates, 
in. order to <iuiet the fears and jealousies- of the people. 
^ l^ng humoured in this point, , their snspicibns be- 
gim. gradually .to abate, and tbe chancellor managed- 
the convention so artiuUy, that he himself, togeth^Unth 
a few -other members, were empowered to pronounce a 
.final sentence upon ^ ,^e conspirators. After 
* ' mudi delilfoiation ttiey otdained, fhat the three ■ 
earls mid iheir. aaj^jaciates'shojdd.be exempted from all 
farther inqnfry or prosecution, Qn account of their cpr-. 
respOndence witii %ai&; tha%||efoira the fipt day of’ 

. Fe^i^my,, tiipy. should mther.sdp^'fo the church, and 
publicly renounce me er^pifs of Popery, or remove out 
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of the kingiloin ; before the let of January, they 
^ould dehlai^ whidi of these alt^atives they would 
embrtu^ejt ;^t they should;^d^ surely, for !their peace- - 
al^e (ietnealiour for the futuj^ ; apd that if they failed to 
sigai^ their choice in due tiinej.,they should. lose the 
benefit of this act of 'aholitim;1ied^ remam exposed to all 
the pains of law.‘ ' "v ■ 

. By this lenily towards the conspirators, James 
’ incurred much reproach, and gained no adyan- 
tage. Devoted to the Popish superstition, submissive 
to all the dictates of their priests, and buoyed up with 
hopes and promises of foreign aid, the three earls re- 
fused to accept of the conditions, and continued their 
treasonable correspondence with the court of. 
Jan. 18. ^ convention of estates pronounced 

them to have forfeited the benefit of the articles which 
were offered; and the king.required them, by proclama- 
tion, to surrender themselves to justice. The presence 
of the English ambassador contributed, perhaps, to the 
vigour of these proceedings. Elizabeth, ever attentive 
to James’s motions, and imputing his reluctance to 
punish the Popish lords to a secret approbation of 
their designs, had sent lord Zouche to represent, once 
more, the danger to which he exposed himself, by 
this false moderation; and to require him to exercise 
that rigour which their crimes, -as well as the. posture 
of affairs, rendered necessary. Though the steps/now 
taken by the king silenced all complaints on that head,. 
yet;^ouclie, forgetful of his character as an ambassa- 
dor, entered into private negotiations with such of the"; 
Scottish nobles as disapj^oved of the king’s measures, ^ 
and held almost ah open correspondence with Bofo-:; 
well, w>ho, accorc^g to the usual artifice of maJ^ODr 
tents, pretended much solicitude for, j^foirming .the dis- 
orders of commonwealth; and cdvet^d his Own am- 
bition with the specious veil of zeal agthhst those coun- 

' Grid. IT. 330. -Spotsw.397. 

N 


VOL. II. 



178 SCOT:|,AHD. “ . [1694. 

who ^restildiied the; hiog from piursuing ihe 
ATOwed ehqmies of ibe Protestant fhith. Zonche en- 
couraged the name ofhis mistress, to take arms 

agftinst his sovereign. . .. 

A new at- Meanwhile, the king and the clergy were 
tempt cf^ filled with.mutual distrust of each other. They 
■ were jealous, perhaps, to excess, that James’s 
affections leaned too much towards the Popish faction ; 
he suspected them, without good reason, of prompting 
Bothwell to rebellion, and even of supplying him with 
money for that purpose. Little instigation, indeed, was 
' wanting to' rouse such a turbulent spirit as Bothwell’s 
to any daring enterprise. He appeared suddenly within 
a mile of Edinburgh, at the head of four hundred horse. 
The pretences, by which he endeavoured to justify this 
insurrection, were extremely popular; zeal for religion, 
enmity to Popery, concern for the king’s honour^'and 
for the liberties of the nation. James was totally un- 
provided for his own defence; he had no infantry, and 
was accompanied only with a few horsemen of lord 
Jlome’s train. In this extremity, he implored the aid 
of the citizens of Edinburgh, and, in order to encou- 
rage them to act with zeal, he promised to proceed 
against the Popish lords with the utmost rigoUr of law. 
Animated by their ministers, the citizens ran cheer- 
fully to their arms, and advanced, with the king at their 
bead, against Bothwell ; but he, notwithstanding his 
succ^s in putting to flight lord Home, who had rashly 
charged him with a far inferior number of cavalry, re- 
tired to Dalkeith without dining to attack the king. 
Bis followers abatdoned him soon after, and discou- 
raged by so litany successive disappointments, could 
never afterward brought to venture into the field. 
He betook himself tot his usual lurking places in the 
north of England ; butEliiabeth^ in itompliance with die 
k^g’s remonstrances j obliged huU’ to quit his retreat." 

■ Spotaw..463. Ct>aCiv.S59. 
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Fittb 1^5 sooner was die king delivered froih'^Otie 
4rom th« &an he was called to attend to anotiie^. 

Srds?** ''The Popish lotils; in consequence of their ne- 
Apriis. .^otiations with Spain, received, in the spring, 
a supply of money from Philip. What bold designs 
this might inspire, it was no easy matter to conjecture. 
From men under the dominion of bigotry, and whom 
indulgence could not reclaim, the most desperate ac- 
tions were to be dreaded. The assembly of the church 
immediately took the alarm ; remonstrated against thetn 
with more bitterness than ever ; and unanimously rati- 
fied the sentence of excommunication pronounced by 
the synod of Fife. James himself, provoked by their 
obstinacy and ingratitude, and afraid that his long for- 
bearance would not only be generally displeasing to 
his own subjects, but give rise to unfavourable suspi- 
cions among the English, exerted himself with tmusual 
jnne 8 ^6 Called a parliament; laid before it 

all. the circumstances and aggravations of the 
conspiracy ; and though there were but few members 
present, and several of these connected with the con- 
spirators, by blood or friendship, he prevailed on them, 
by his influence and importunity, to pronounce the 
most rigorous sentence which the law can inflict. They 
were declared to be guilty of high-treason, and their 
estates and honours forfeited. At the same time, sta- 
tutes, more severe than ever, were enacted against the 
professors of the Popish religion. 

^... 1 , How to put this sentence in execution; was 
GienUvat. g, matter of great difficult. Three powerful 
barons,, cantoned in a part of the country of 'dif|[tult 
access, surrounded with numerous vassals, and Sup- 
ported by aid from a foreign prince, werO liaor^ than 
an overmatch for a Scottish monarch/ No' entreafy 
conld prevail on Elizabeth to advsbce’ j^< itiioney, ne- 
cessary for defraying the expenses of an expedition 
against them. To attack them in persoq^ with his own 

K 2 . < 



180 SCOTLAND. [1594: 

forces $Jpne, inight^haTe. exposed James both to dis- 
g^ace apd to danger. He^'h'ad recourse to the onjy 
’'«^edient which remained -in such a situation, for, aid- 
ing %e impotence of Soverei^ . authority ; he delegated 
bis -authority to the earl of Argyll and lord Forbes, 
the leaders of two clans at enmity wi.th the conspira- 
tors; and. gave them a. commission tp invade their 
lands, and to seize the castles which belonged to them. 
Bothwell, notwithstanding all his high pretensions of 
zeal ,for the Protestant religion, having now entered 
into a close . confederacy with them, the danger be- 
came eveiy day more urging. Argyle, solicited by 
the king, and roused by the clergy, took the field at 
the head of .seven thousand men. Hiintly and Errol 
met him at Glenlivat, with an army far inferior in 
number, but composed chiefly of gentlemen of the low 
countries, mounted on horseback, and who brought 
Oct’s ’*'^**^ them a train of field-pieces. They 

encountered each other with all the fury which 
hereditary, enmity and ancient rivalship add to undis- 
1595 ciplined course. But the Highlanders, dis- 
concerted by foe first discharge of foe cannon, 
to which they were little accustomed, and unable to 
resist foe impression of cavalry, were soon put to 
flight ; and Argyle, a gallant young man of eighteen, 
was carried by his fnends out of the field, weeping 
with indignation at their disgrace, and calling on them 
tQ. stand, .and to yindipate the honour of their name.” 

On.foe first intelligence of this defeat, James, though 
obliged to pawn his jewels in order to raise money,® 
assembled a sfoali .body of troops, and marched to^ 
wards tl^ nci^^^e i was joined by foe Irvines,- Keiths, . 
Lpslys, Forb|^!^|ti|^ other clans at enmity with Huatly 
and EitqI, y^o ./itltving lost several of their principal 
follower, at Gfoidiyay and others refosing to bear arms 
again|t|ne king : in* persbn,^we^e . obliged to retire to- • 

' ^ iv. 408. « Birch, IJIem. i. 186. ■ : 
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the mountains. . James wasted their lands; put gar> 
irisons in soEQStof their oastles ; bun^. others; and left 
the dv^e of Lennox as his lieutenant in that part of 
the kih|;dom, wiifli a body of ]jpen sufficient to restrain' ' 
them from gathering, to any bead there, or from infest- - 
Popuh the low country. Reduced, at last fo ex- 

^oot of treme distress by the rigour of the season, and . 
diking- . the deseition of their followers, they -obtained 
the king’s permission to go beyond seas, and 
gave security that they should neither return without 
his licence, nor engage in any new intri^es against 
the Protestant religion, or the peace of the kingdom.'’ 

By their exile, tranquillity was re-established in' the 
north of Scotland ; and the firmness and vigour which 
James had displayed in his last proceedings against 
them, regained him, in a great degree, the confidence 
of his Protestant subjects. But he sunk in the same 
proportion, and for the same reason, in the esteem of the 
The Ro- Roman Catholics. They had asserted his mo- 
thXsIn- ther’s right to the crown of England with so 
aplnst’ niuch warmth, that they could not, with any 
James. decency, reject his ;• and the indulgence, wilh 
which he affected to treat the professors of the Po^sh 
religion, inspired them with such hopes, that they 
viewed his accession to the throne as no undesirable 
event. But the rigour with which the -king had lafely 
pursued the conspirators, and the severe statutes against 
Popery to which he had given his consent, convinced 
them now that these hopes were visionary ; and the^ 
began to look about in quest of soipe new successor,! 
whose rights they might oppose to his. The Fapbtsl 
who resided in England, turned th^r %es towards the 
earl of Essek, whose generous juind,' tluiugh firmly 
established in the Protestant faith, abhorred the seve- 
rities inflicted in that age on account bf religious opi- 
nions. Those of the same sect, who were in exile, 

* • ...% 

P Spotstr. 404. Cftid. 373, &G. ■ ' . 
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forined a bolder scheme, and one more suitable to their 
situation. They advanced the claim of the infanta of 
Spain ;' and Parsons tha Jesuit . published a book, in 
ivhich; by false quotati(|)!iS‘ from ^fitoiy^, by fabulous 
genealc^es, and absurd arguments, intemingled .with 
bitter invectives against the king 'of-Scotp, he'endea* 
voured to prove the infanta’s title to the English crown 
to be preferable to his. Philip, though involved al- 
ready in a war both with France and England, and 
scarce able to defend the remains of the Burgundian 
provinces against the Dutch commonwealth, e:^rly 
grasped at this airy, project The dread of a Spanish 
pretender to the crown, aud the opposition which the 
Papists began to form against the king’s succession, 
contributed not a little to remove the prejudices of the 
Protestants, and to prepare the way for that event 
Botbweii Bothwell, whose name has been so often 
mentioned as the disturber of the king’s tran- 
quillity, and of the peace, of the kingdom, was 
now. in a wretched condition. Abandoned by the 
queen of England, on account of his confederacy with 
the Popish lords ,* excommunicated by the church for 
the same reason ; and deserted, in his distress, by his 
own followers; he was obliged to fly for safety to 
France, and thence to Spain and Italy, where, after 
renouncing the Protestant faith,- he led many years 
>an obscure and indigent life, remarkable only for a 
Ijow and infamous debauchery. The king, though ex- 
tremely ready to sacrifice the strongest resentment to 
, the slightest acknowledgments, could never be softened 
! by his suhjD^ssiop,' nor be induced to listen to any in- 
tercession id j^^^ehdf.'* ^ 

This yeatr-thd^g lost ^ &ble 

minister, oh whom h^a had long liwolved the whole 
weight of public affairs. As Janies loved him while 
alive, 1 m wrote in honour ^of his memory, a copy of 

« Wmw. Men. t. SpDtsw..41f^. ' 
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verses, which, when compared wi^ the compositi<ms 
of that age, are far from being inelegant.' - 
A <Aange SooD after his death, a considerable change 
minI'sM-* made m the administration. At that time, 
the annual charges of government far exceed- 
ed the king’s revenues. The queen was fond of expen- 
sive amusements. James himself was a stran^r to 
economy. It became necessary, for all these reasons, 
to levy the public revenues with greater order and ri- 
gour, and to husband them with more care. This im- 
portant trust was committed to eight gentlemen of the 
law," who, from their number, were called Oct^vians. 
The powers vested in them were ample, and almost 
unlimited. The king bound himself neither to add to 
their number, nor to supply any vacancy that might 
happen, without their consent : and, knowing the fa- 
cility of his own temperj agreed that no alienation of 
his revenue, no grant of a pension, or order on the 
treasury, should be held valid, unless it were ratified 
by the subscription of five of the commissioners ; all 
their acts and decisions were declared to he of equal 
force with the sentence of judges in civil courts ; and 
in consequence of them, and without any other warremt, 
any person might be arrested, or their goods seized. 
Such extensive jurisdiction, together with th^ absolute 
disposal of the public money, drew the whole execu- 
tive part of government into , their hands. United 
among themselves they gradually undermined the rest 
of the king’s ministers, smd seized on every lucrative 
or honourable office. The ancient servants of the 
crown repined at being obliged tO quit their stations 
to new men. The favourit^i^wd young cour- 
tieis murmured at seeing tt^’Sipg’s liberality 
stinted by their prescriptions. And the olergy ex- 

- ' Spotaw. 411. 

Alexander Seaton president of the cofiAiieifdator of 

Blantjre, lord privy seaU David Carnegyi J^bn Ljodsay* James Elphingstonef ^ 
Thomas Hamilton, John Skene clerk n^ter, and Peter Yonng elemosynar. 



^84 SCOTLAND. [1596 

claimed Agaimt some, of them as known apostates tc 
Popery, and suspwfed oAers of secrefly favouring ft 
They retained their power, however, notwithstanding 
this general;combination a^insi ^em ; and they owed 
it ehtitely to \|he hrder and economy which they in- 
.troduced into the administration' of the finances, by 
which the necessaiy expenses of 'government were 
more easily defrayed- than in my other period of the 
king’s reign,* 

Vioienra of > The Tumour of vast preparations which Phi* 
wSe to be 'carrying on at this time, 

England and Scotland wi& the 
dread of a oew invasion. • James took pr<^er 
measures for 'Ae defence of his kingdom. But'these 
did not satisfy the zeal of the clergy, whos&suspicions 
nf the king’s sincerity began to revive; and as he had 
permitted the wives of the banished peers to levy the 
rents of their estates, and to live in their houses, they 
charged him with rendering the act of forfeiture in- 
effectual, by. supporting the avowed enemies of the 
Mmh * 4 . Protostant faith. The assembly, of the church 
took under consideration the state of the king- 
dom, and having appointed a day of public fasting, 
they solemnly renewed the covenant by which the na- 
tion was bound to adhere to the Protestant faith, and 
to defend it against ^1 aggressors. A committee, con- 
sisting of the most eminent clergymen, and of many 
barons and g^tlemen of distinction, waited on the 
king, and laid before him a plan for the securify of the 
kingdom, and t^e preservation of religion. They urged 
him to t^^opriate the ellates of the banished lords 
as a fund fi::^&e^^ntenance of soldiers ; to take the 
strictest pre^lbi^' ^ preventing retnm of such 
tui^ulent suf^ects into; the couhtry ^ftnd to pursue all 
wW Were Suspected of being their h^erents wiffi the 
utniost .ijgour. :.5r. ■ " 

* Spotsw. 413. 435. 
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The kbg’i ' could be iDore repugnant to Ae 

ting’s .Rhemes,, or more diragreeable to his 
gffdto inclination, than these propositions. Averse, 
*"■ through his vvhole life, to toy course where' he 
expected opposition or danger; and fond of .atthining 
his ends wi& flie character of moderation, , and by the 
arts of policy, he observed with concern the prejudices 
against him which were growing among the Roman 
Catholics, and resolved to make some atonement for 
that part of his conduct which had drawn upon him 
their indignation. Elizabeth was notv well advanced 
in years ; her life had lately been in danger ; if any 
Popish competitor should arise to dispute his right of 
succession, a faction so powerful as that of the banished 
lords might be extremely formidable ; and any division', 
among his own subjects might prove fatal at a juncture 
which would require their united and most vigorous 
efforts. Instead^' therefore, of the additional, severities 
which the assembly proposed, James had thoughts of 
mitigating the punishment which they already suffered^ 
And as they were surrounded, during their residence^ 
in foreign parts, by Philip’s emissaries ; as resentment, 
might dispose them to listen more favourably than ever 
to their suggestions ; as despair might drive them to ; 
still more atrocious actions ; he resolved to recall them, 
under certain conditions, into their native country. 
Encouraged by these sentiments of the king in their 
favour, of which they did not want intelligence, and 
wearied already of the dependent and anxious life of . 
ftTilfta, they 'Ventured to return secretly into. Scotland. 
Soon after, they presented a‘|>etition to the king, begr 
ging his. permission to reside at their ^n houses, and 
offering to give security for their peaiomlSde^and dutiful 
behaviour. James. rcalled a convefttiott di^' estates to 
deliberate oh a matter of such importance^ and by. their 
advice he granted the petition. » 

The members of a committee appointed by the last 
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The ruh assembly, as soon as Aey were informed 

pcoeeed- of this, met at Edinburgh, and with all the pre- 
and cipitancy of fear and of zeal, took such reso- 
lutions as they thought necessary for the safety 
of the* kingdom. They wrote circular letters to all the 
presbyteries in Scotland ; diey warned them of the ap- 
proaching danger ; they exhorted them to stir up their 
people to the defence of their just rights ; they com- 
manded them to publish, in all their pulpits, the act 
excommunicating the Popish lords ; and enjoined them 
to lay all those who were suspected of favouring Popery 
under the sa.me censure by a summary sentence, and 
without observing the usual formalities of- trial. As 
Ae danger seemed too pressing to wait for the stated 
meetings of the judicatories of the church, they made 
choice of the most eminent clergymen in different cor- 
ners of the kingdom,- appointed them to reside con- 
stantly at Edinburgh, and to meet every day with the 
ministers of that city, under the name of the standing 
councU of the church, and vested in this body the su- 
preme authority, by enjoining it, in imitation of the 
ancient Roman form, to take care that the church should 
receive no detriment. 

These proceedings, no less unconstitutional than un- 
precedented, were manifest encroachment? on- the royal 
prerogative, and bold steps towards open rebellion. 
The king’s conduct, however, justified in some deg^e 
such excesses. His lenity towards the Papists, so re- 
pugnant to the principles of that age ; his pardoning 
the conspirators, notwithstanding repeated promises to 
the conbary ; the respect he paid to lady Huntly, who 
tvas attach^ 'to the Romish religion no less than her 
‘husband ; his committing thecare of his daughter, the 
princess Elizabeth, to lady Le^ngston, whowas infected 
nrith .the same superstition the contempt with which 
he talked on -all occasions, both of the character of mi- 
histera, hnd of their function^ were cirCumstumes which 
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might have filled minds, not prone by nature to jealousy, 
with some suspicions ; and might have precipitated 
into rash counsels those who were , far removed from 
intemperate zeal. But, hovrever powerful the motives 
might be whidi influenced the clergy, or however 
laudable the end they had in view, they conducted 
their measures with no address, and even with little 
prudence. James discovered a strong inclination to 
avoid a rupture with the church, and, jealous as he was 
of his prerogative, would willingly have made many 
concessions for the sake of peace. By his command, 
some of the privy-counsellors had an interview with the 
more moderate among the clergy, and inquired whe- 
ther Huntly and his associates might not, upon making 
proper acknowledgments, be again received into the 
bosom of the church, and be exempted from any farther 
punishment on account of their past apostacy and trea- 
sons. They replied, that though the' gate of mercy 
stood always open for those who repented dud returned, 
yet as these noblemen had been guilty of idolatry, a 
crime deserving death both by the law of God and of 
man, the civil magistrate could not legally grant them 
a pardon ,* and even though the church should absolve 
them, it was his duty to inflict punishment upon them. 
This inflexibility in those who were reckoned the most 
compliant of the order, filled the king with indignation, 
which the imprudence and obstinacy of a private cler- 
gyman heightened into rage. ^ 

Seditiotti Mr. David Black, minister of St Andrewr’s, 
tmghtky discoursing in one of his sermons, according to 
Black, oustom, concerning ^ state of the nation, af- 
firmed that the king had permitted the Popish lords to 
return into Scotland, and by that action, had discovered 
the treachery of his bwn heart ; that all kings were the 
devil’s children ^ that Satan had now the guidance of 
the court; that the queen of England' was an' atheist; 
that the judgies were miscreants and bribers ; .the nobi- 
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anii degenerate; tiysj)ri^iooun^llors cor- 
’ ^orMfe ana^ jnen ‘ 6f no ^igioh ; and Miprayei 

,1?-^* the^^oi^S| We must pW for 

ner for. fashion-saie, but we hive " no cause, she will 
■ Not. io' ^«^^o usigdod. 'James commanded him to 
Theoic^ be summoned before theiJriyy-c^^^^ 

f ^;tio,»4x^ressfen8; and the clergy, 

, instead of abandohing him, to the punishment 
which such a petulant and eriminai attack on his su- 
periors deserved, were so ; imprudent as to espouse his 
ca^e, as if it had been the comindn one of the whole 
.order. The controversy conceniing the immunities of 
the pulpit, and the rights of the clergy to testify against 
vices of every kind, which had beeh agitated in 1584 
was now revived. It was pretended that, with regard 
to thwr sacred function, ministers were subject to the 
church alone; that it'belonged only to their ecclesias- 
tical superiors to judge of the truth or falsehood of doc- 
trines delivered in the pulpit; that, if, upon any pre- 
tence whatever, the king usurped this jurisdiction^ the 
church would from that moment, sink under servitude 
to Ae civil magistrate; that, instead of reproving vice 
With that hoaest boldness which had often been of ad- 
vantage to individuals, and salutoy to the kingdom, the 
c ergy Would learn to flatter flie passions of the prince 
and to connive at the Vices of others; that the kmg’s 
eagerness to punish the indiscretion of a Protestant 
mimster^w-hile he was, so r^dy.to pardon the crimes 
of Popish conspirators, called on them to stand upon 
their guard,, and toatnow was the, time to contend for 
meir pnvil^^, and to prevent any encroachment on 
mose rights, , pf which the church had. been in posses- 
sion ^er ^ce the Heformation. . , rnflufenced. by these 
considerations, the council of the church enjoined Black 
■to dwtoe the jurisdiction of tjie j^vy-coimcil. Proud 
of suchan-oppo^nity to ^pfeyhis zeal, he presented 
« paper to that purpose, and with the utmost firmness 
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refused to plead, oj to answer the questions which were 
put to him. Iii brder to add greater weight to these 
proceedings, the council of the church transmitted the 
declinature to all the presbyteries throughout the king- 
dom, and enjoined every minister to subscribe it in tes- 
timony of his/a]pprobation. 

James defended his rights with no less vigour than 
they were attacked. Sensible of the contempt under 
which his authorily must fall, if the clergy should be 
permitted publicly, and .with impunity, to calumniate 
his ministers, and even to censure himself ; and know- 
hy former examples, what unequal reparation for 
such offences he might expect from the judicatories of 
the’ church, he urged on the inquiry into Black’s con- 
duct, and issued a prpclaination, commanding the mem- 
bers of the council of the church to leave Edinburgh, 
and to return to their own parishes. Black, instead of 
submitting, renewed his declinature; and the members 
of the council, in defiance of the proclamation, declared, 
that as they met by the authority of the church, obe- 
dience to it was a duty still more sacred than that which 
they owed to the king himself. The privy-council, not- 
withstanding Black’s refusing to plead, proceeded in 
the trial ; and, after a solemn inquiry, pronounced him 
guilty of the crimes of which he had been accused; 
but referred it to the king to appoint what punishment 
he should suffer. 

Meanwhile, many endeavours were used to bring 
matters to accommodation. Almost every day pro- 
duced some new scheme of reconcilement; but, through 
the king’s fickleness, the obstinacy of the clergy, or the 
intrigues of the courtiers, they all proved Jneffectual. 
Both parties appealed to the people, and by reciprocal 
and exaggerated; accusations endeavoured to render 
each other odious. Insolence, sedition, treason, were 
the crimes with which James charged the clergy; while 
they made the pulpits resound with complaints >of his 
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exdinsi\^ leitky towards Papists, and of less ex- 
cessi^ rigorar.with'ti’hicli lie oppM^ed. the. established 
choTich,./ Ekasper^ed by 'their hold invectives, he, at 
l^l^sentenced Black to retire beyond the river Spey, 
and to ^side^here during his pleasure ; and once more 
commanding the members of the standing council to 
depart from Edinburgh, he required all the ministers 
of the kingdom to subscribe a bond, obliging . them- 
selves to submit, in the same manner as other subjects, 
to the jurisdiction of the civil courts in matters of a 
civil nature. 

A tDimihin This decisive measure excited all the violent 
Edinbonsii. pj^ggjQjjg •^yhich possess disappointed factions ; 
and deeds no less violent immediately, followed. These 
must be imputed in part to the artifices of some Courtiers 
who expected to reap advantage from the calamities of 
their country, or who hoped to lessen the authority of 
die Octaviahs, by engaging them in hostilities with the 
church. On one hand, they informed the king that the 
citizens of Edinburgh were under arms every night, 
and had planted a strong guard round the houses of 
their ministers. James, in order to put a stpp to this 
imaginary insult on his government, issued a procla- 
mation, commanding twenty-four of the principal citi- 
zens to leave the town within six hours. On the other 
hand, they, wrote to the ministers, advising them to 
look to their own safety, as.Huntly had been secretly 
admitted to an interview with die king, and had been 
die author of the severe proclamation ag^ainst the citi- 
zens of Edinburgh.!* They doubted no more of the 
truth of this inteQigence, ^an the king had done of 
that which he received, and fell .as blin^y into the 
aaare. . The letter' came to &eir hands ^«t. as one of 

'■ “thoa^ mttten weie Watinovily aggnmted ^7 petxm wBo Vished botli 
fWlin to neafont, neitbai; qd .thOM npM vu qltogctber.destitotlo 
, ct fouddation. Aa their miniptere were sapposed to ,bfr io dsnge^ some of the more 
/ieeloBs dtifluu lied determined to’ defend mm bj fomi of arms. Bircb, Mend ii. 
^50. ^oiitlj bad bera private^ In ^abiirgli* where be had An interFiew, if not 
.whh At ieM wbbsotte of hii BUeJL Ibid. fSO. 
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their luttilbet going to mount the pulpit. They 
resolved that should acquaint the, people of their 
:danger; and he painted, it with all the strong 
colours which' men naturally employ in describ* 
ing any dreadful and instant calamity, ^hen; the ser- 
mon was over, he desired the nobles and gentlemen to 
assemble in the little Church. The whole multitude, 
terrified at what they had heard, crowded thither; they 
promised and vowed to stand by the clergy ; they drew 
up a petition to the king, craving the redress of those 
grievances, of which the rhnrch complained, and be- 
seeching him to deliver them from all future apprehen- 
sions of danger, by removing such of his counsellors as 
were known to be enemies of the Protestant religion. 
Two peers, two gentlemen, two burgesses, and two 
Peking ministers, were appointed to present it. The 
in danger, happened to be in the great hall of the 
Tolbooth, where the court of session was sitting. The 
manner in which the petition was delivered, as well as 
its' contents, offended him. He gave a haughty reply; 
the petitioners insisted with warmth; and a promis- 
cuous multitude pressing into the room, James retired 
abruptly into another apartment, and commanded the 
gates to be shut behind him. The deputies returned* 
to the multitude, who were still assembled, and^'o whom 
a minister had been reading, in their absence, tk\e story 
of Haman. When they reported that the king had re- 
fused to listen to their petitions, the church was filled 
in a moment with noise, threatenings, execrations, and 
all the outrage and confusion of a popular tumult. 
Some called for their arms, some to bring out the 
wicked Haman; others cried; the sword of the Lord 
and of Gideon';, and rushing out with the mdst furioas 
impetuosity, surrounded the Tolbooth, threatening the 
king hitnself, and demanding some of' Us counsellors, 
whom they named, that they might tear them in' pieces. 
The magishrate^ of the city, partly by authority, partly 
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qt ^fee. pc^i4»ce iSfj.^i4ii^ stiddeidjffas it-had. risen, 
i^^,aU.di9p^r^e^/aa4f^e if^i^idd ito liie palace ; 

oappydftvhayipg fscap^^froro^an. iastirredtion, wldoii, 
tlwpugli,jj^ in^tai^omsv ^ .]MKQric6rt«|dv effecfrio^ 
P^'ular,,^ry,.})^d}6xpo9edJii|rf}i^;lp in^inent dadger, „ 
axtd. w^^cQnsid^redtbyi him ag Ad unpardonable »»,^ n» 
to his Autbpri^.fj ' 

'. sopn, as .he retired, the lea^rsvof the inalecontehts 

assembled, in. or^er to. pr^are .th^ petition. The 
PWlsJ^Went ofthe popish Iprda^fthe^mpval .of those 
yylw?, wpre suspeptfid of favouring, theit per* 
spns or ppiwpn8j,the.i!epeal of all, delate act? of coup* 
apthpr^y pf (the church j-.. together 
;VWit|i.^act ^proving the proceedings of the standing 
cpu^iji.were th® chief pf iheir demands.' But die 
hipg’s ipdignatipn was still so high, that the deput^, 
chpsen.,foythis puippse, durst not venture that night to 
present, requests which, could not fad pf, kinging his 
■H. i«Bw, ,rage ^ew. Before ne^t morning, James, with 
his, attendants, withdrew to Linlithgow j 
^wiu. thp ^saipn, and other pourts of justice, ware 
^^the required to leave a city where it waano longer 
‘ ' -^i^r thejr^stdeiy, or their 

Sepm; ,and the ,hoyeinen,w4.barpns Were 
cotn^ap^ad.tp.re^p, tp. their.pwq hoipes,. and not to. 
re^^hi9f.wjA.9gt,|the»,kiiig’sj^^ vigour 

with whi(%i|pg|i^flg; a^, stijick|#,4ainp upon- the 
spin^ > irhe^^^iqA^ sensible how. 

m,uc^‘^|jv,ifoa|^jau%, hy .Wpb^rnm, and. the. 

,^ff (justipe,rr€|«nted alfpady^^ 
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tain the cont^t.'. They end^avoufed to {U'event the 
nobles disper^g; they ii^i^d the people by 
violet invectives aj^inst &e king; they laboured to 
procure subscriptions to an association for their mutual 
defence; and conscious whet lustre uid power the 
junction of some of the greater- nobles would add to 
their cause, the mimsters of Edinburgh wrote to lord 
Hamilton, that the people, moved by the word of God, 
and provoked by the injuries offered to the church, 
had taken arms ; that many of the nobles had deter- 
mined to protect the Protestant religion, which owed 
its establishment to the piety and valour of their an- 
cestors; that they wanted only a leader to unite them, 
and to inspire them .with vigour;- that his zeal for the 
good cause, no less than his noble birth, entitled him 
to that honour : they conjured him, therefore, not to 
disappoint their hopes and wishes, nor to refuse the 
1597. suffering church that aid which she so much 
needed. Lord Hamilton, instead of comply- 
ing with their desire, carried the letter directly to the 
king, whom this new insult irritated to such a degree, 
that he commanded the magistrates of Edinburgh in- 
stantly to seize their ministers, as manifest incendiaries, 
and encouragers of rebellion. The magistrates, in 
order to regain the king’s favour, Were preparing to 
obey; and the ministers, who saw no other hope of 
safety, fled towards England.^ 

The king ' This unsuccessful insurrection, instead of 
h.«btothe overturning, established the king’s authority, 
^^'hurch. Those concerned in it were confounded ^ind 
dispersed. The rest of James’s subjects, in 
order to avoid suspicion, or to gain his favour, con- 
tended who should be most forward to exectite his 
Ven^ance. A convention of estates being- called, 
pronounced the late; insurrection to be high-treason ; 
ordained every minister to subscribe a deelaration of 

rSpot«w.451. Cald. T. m.' 
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liis submulision to the king's jurisdiction, in all matters 
civil and mminal empowered magistrates to comnut, 
inst^tly, to prison, minister, who, in his sermons, 
should utter miy indecent reflections on the king’s con- 
doct ; prohibited any ecclesiastical judicatory to meet 
without the king’s licence ; commanded that no person 
should be elected a magistrate of Edinburgh, for the 
future, without the. king’s approbation ; and that, in 
the mean time, the present magistrates should either 
discover and inflict condign punishment on the authors 
of the late tumult, or the city itself should be subjected, 
to all the penalties of that treasonable action.” 

Abiidgu Armed with the authority of these decrees, 
resolved to crush entirely the mutinous 
the spirit of his subjects. As the clergy had, hi- 
therto, derived their chief credit and strength 
from the favour and zeal of the citizens of Edin- 
burgh, his first care was to humble them. Though the 
magistrates submitted to him in the most abject terms ; 
though they vindicated themselves, and their fellow- 
citizens, from the most distant intention of violating his 
royal person or authority ; though, after the strictest 
scratiny, no circumstances that could fix on them the 
suspicionof premeditated rebellion bad been discovered ; 
though many of the npbles, and such of the clergy as 
still retained any degree of favour, interceded in their 
behalf; neither acknowledgments nor intercessions 
#eb ts least avail.* The king continued 

inexorable ; the city was declared to have for- 
feited its privileges as a corporation, and to be liable to 
all the penalties of treason. The capital of the king- 
dom, deprived of magistrates, deserted by its ministers, 
abandoned by the courts of justice, and .proscribed 
by the king, remained in desolation and despair. The 
courtiers even threatened to rase!the city to the foun- 
dation, and to .erect a pillar where it stood, as an ever- 
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lasting monumaftt of the king’s vengeance, and of the 
guilt of its inhabitants. At last, in compliance with 
Elizabeth, who interposed in their £ivonr, and moved 
Mucboi continual solicitations of the nobles, 

‘ ' James absolved the citizens from the penalties 
of law, but at the same time he stiipped them of 
their most important privileges ; they were neither al- 
lowed to elect their own magistrates nor their own 
ministers ; many new burdens were imposed on them ; 
and a considerable sum of money was eicacted by way 
of peace-offering.^ 

Uewtego- James was, meanwhile, equally assiduous, 
wUhre successful, in circumscribing the 

gaid to the jurisdiction of the church. Experience had 
' ’ discovered, that to attempt this by acts of par- 

liament, and sentences of privy-council, was both in- 
effectual and odious. He had recourse now to an ex- 
pedient more artful, and better calculated for obtaining 
his end. The ecclesiastical judicatories were composed 
of many members ; the majority of the clergy were ex- 
tremely indigent, and unprovided of legal stipends;* the 
ministers in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, notwith- 
standing the parity established by the presbyterian go- 
vernment, had assumed a leading in the church, which 
hlled their brethren with envy; every numenrous body 
of men is susceptible of sudden and strong impressions, 
and liable to be influenced, corrupted, or overawed. 
Induced by these considerations, James thought it pos- 
sible to gain ihe clergy, whom he had in vain attempt- 
ed to subdue. Proper agents were set to work all o^r 
the kingdom ; promises, flattery, and threats were'em^ 
ployed; the usurpations of the brethren near the capi- 
tal were aggravated ; the jealousy of their power, , which 
was growing in the distant provinces, was augmented ; 
and two difiereat general assemblies were held, in both 
which, notwithstanding the zeal and boldhess where- 

Spotsw. 434, 444. 
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defending {^he^rwM^es 
of jt^e .c^urcbj a .iQ!y 09 ^ declafijd in f^yQnr:of th^e 
which, were ajgreeablef to the king, hl^oy 
prac^Ci^; which ht^d qontinu^d ^ince the Information, 
condemned ; many points of discipline, which had 
hiiherto been reckone4 sacred and unpontroverted, were 
given up ; the licence with, whhdi ministers discoursed 
of political manrs *was , restrained;; the freedom with 
which they inveighed against particular persons was 
censured ,* sentences of summa^ excommunication were 
declared unlawful ; the. convolung a general assembly, 
without the king’s permission, was prohibited ; and the 
right of nominating ministers to the principal towns, 
" was vested in the crown. Thus, the clergy tiiemselves 
suriieudered privileges, which it would have been dan- 
gerous to invade, - and voluntarily submitted to a yoke 
more intolerable than any James would have ventured 
to impose by force ; while such as continued to oppose 
his measures, instead of their former popular topic of 
the king’s violent encroachments on a jurisdiction which 
did not belong to him, were obliged to turn their out- 
cries against the corruptions of their own order 
Fopitii By the authori^ of these general assemblies, 
the Popish earls were allowed to make a public 
recantation of their errors ; were absolved from the sen^ 
fence of excommunication ; and received into the bosom 
of the church . But, not many years after, they relapsed 
into, their former errors, were again reconciled to the 
church of B,om^ a^d by their apostacy justified, in some 
degree, the feel's and scruples of the clergy with regard 
tO;^ir absolution. 

.The ministers of Edinburgh owed to the intercession 
of these assemblies the liberty of returning to their 
charges in the city. But this liberty was clogged in 
sueh a manner as gpreatly abridged their jMwer. The 
city was div^ed.intp distinct parishes; tbe number of 
'Spot»w.e»S; , 



I«d 7 .] frbokvill, ]f97 

Riiriiit^ ; pmons *ob fh« I^ng 

cdald rely fixed in the flew |>flridie| ; and th^e 
eircumstaiifca, sdded to the authofity of the late deer^ 
of the phtiix^, contributed to confiito that ^^MM^te d(>^ 
minion in ecclesiastical affairs, which 'possessed 
during the remainder of his reign. ' 

The king was so intent on new n^odelling the church, 
that the other transactions of this period scarce deserve 
to be remembered. The. Odtavians, envied by the other 
courtiers, and splitting into factions among themselvei, 
resigned their commission; and the administration of 
the revenue, returning into its former channel, both the 
king and the nation weie deprived of the benefit of their 
regfular and frugal economy. 

^ Towards* the end of the year, a parliament 
was held in order to restore Huntly and his os* 
sociates to their estates and honours, by repealing the. 
act of forfeiture passed against them. The authority of 
this supreme court was likewise employed to introduce 
a farther inndVation into the church ; but, conformable 
to the system which the king had now adopted, the 
motion for this purpose took its rise from the clergy 
i^ccicaiu- themselves. As the act of general annexation, 
rti’reTto establishing the presbyterian govern, 

amt in 'ment, had reduced the few bishops, who still 
Swit* . survived, to poverty and contempt ; asthose who 
possessed the abbeys and priories were mere laymen, and 
many of them temporal peers, few or none of the eccle- 
siastical order remained to vote in parliament, and bV 
means of that, the influence of the crown was consider- 
ably diminished there, and a proper balance to the 
power and number of the nobles was wanting.' But 
the prejudices which the nation had conceived against 
l:he name and character of bishops were so vmlCnt, that 
James was obliged, with the utmost cam, to avoid the 
appearance of a design to revive that oi^r. He pre- 
viulcd, thei^ore,on the coiiunission appointed by the last 
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geneM’aii^'bfy ^o 4i>mplciilB' to the parlitfiaietit;1iat 
the chtireh was the oidy body' in the kingdom destitute 
of ^ e^presentklives in that supreme court, where it so 
neaHy concerned every oider to bav'e some who were 
bound' to defend its rights ; and to crave that a compe- 
tent number of the clergy should be admitted, accord- 
ing to ancient custom, to a seat there. ' In compliance 
with this request, an act was passed, by which those 
ministers' on whom the kfbg should confer the vacant 
bishoprics and abbeys, were entitled to a vote in parlia- 
ment ; and that the clergy might conceive no jealousy 
of any encroachment upon their privileges, it was. remit- 
ted to the general assembly, to determine what spiritual 
jurisdiction or authority in the government of the church 
these persons should possess.'* 

The king, however, found it no easy matter to obtain 
the concurrence of the ecclesiastical judicatories, in 
which the act of parliament met with a fierce opposition. 
Though the clergy perceived how much lustre this new 
privilege would reflect upon their order';- though they 
were not insensible of the great accession of personal 
power and dignity which many of them would acquire, 
by being admitted into the supreme council of the nation, 
their abhorrence of episcopacy was extreme ; and to 
that they sacrificed every consideration of interest or 
ambition. All the king’s professions of regard for the 
present constitution of the church did not convince 
them of his sincerity ; all the devices that copld be in- 
vented for restraining and circumscribing the jurisdic- 
tion of such as were to be raised to this new honour, 
did not diminish their jealousy and fear. Their own 
experience had taught them, with what insinuating pro- 
gress the hierarchy advances, mid though admitted at 
first with moderate authority, and under specious pre- 
tences, how rapidly it extends its dominion^ “ Varnish 
o'rer this scheme,” said one of the leading clergymen, 

^ Spottw. 460. Pwl. 16th Jic. Vl. c. SS6. 
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widi.'^Jiat.otdouiis you pIjedBe ; the.intnidcar. 
the utnuMt art;;.UBdtf '^ tbis disgiM^ 1 deethehorns 
•of his mitre,” . The dame sentimrats prevailed aiDon|^. 
many qf his brethren,, and induced them to reject powqr 
and honours with as much zeal as ever thode of their 
order courted them. Many, however, were alliured by, 
the hopes of preferment; Ae king, himself and his 
ministers employed the same arts which tliey had tried 
so successfully last year : and, after long debates, and 
much opposition, the general assembly declared that it 
was lawful for ministers to accept of a seat in parlia* 
^ .. ment; that it would be highly beneficial to the 
church, to have .its representatives in that su- 
preme court ; and that fifty-one persons, a number near- 
ly equal to that of the ecclesiastics who were anciently 
called to parliament, should be chosen from among the 
clergy for that purpose. The manner of their election, 
together with the powers to be vested in them, were 
left undecided for the present, and furnished matter of 
future deliberation.* 

.,,33. As the prospect of succeeding to the crown 
jHincs en- of England drew nearer, .Tames multiplied pre- 

cluavfiurs . ” . . . * 

wiili sue- cautious in order to render it certain. As he 
rplttyln" was allied to many of.the princes of Germany 
hugiaiid. jjy, jjjg inarriage, he sent ambassadors extra- 
ordinary to their several courts, in order to explain the 
justness of his title to the English throne, and to desire 
their assistance, if any competitor should arise to dis- 
pute, his undoubted rights. These princes readily ac- 
knowledged the equity of his claim ; but the aid which 
they could afford him was distant and. feeble. At the 
same time, Edward Bruce, abbot of Kinloss, his am- 
bassador at the English court, solicited Elizabeth, with 
the utmost warmtli, to recognise his title by some pub- 
lic deed, aiyl to deliver her own subjects from the cala- 
mities which are occasioned by an uncertain or dis- 

* bpuUw. 4bO Oiiid. T. 27$. 
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puted «acqe68ioD;> ,Buit-age;iittd. Arengthfiiwd ^stlie- 
pa 3 sioiis Tirhicb Ijia^ i^ticed Elizabeth to keep 

this great question .'obscure: and undecided; andi. e. 
general .and evasive answer ..wf^ all that -James cotdd 
^taiUi iA-9 no impression could be made on, the queen, 
the ambassador was commanded to sound the disposi- 
tion of her,8ubjects, and to try what progress he could 
make in gaining them. Bruce possessed all the talents 
of secrecyi judgment, and address, requisite for con- 
ducting a negotiation no less delicate than important. 
A minister of this character was entitled to the confi-. 
dence of the English. Manjpn>f the highest rank un-. 
bpsomed themselves to him without reserve, and gave 
him repeated assurances of their resolution to assert his 
master’s right, in opposition to every pretender As 
several pamphlets were dispersed, at this time, in Eng- 
laqd, containing objections to his title, James employed 
some learned men in his kingdom to answer these ca- 
villers, and to explain the advantage's which would 
result to both kingdoms by the union of the crowns. 
These .books were eagerly read, and contributed not a 
little to reconcile ^e English to that event. A book 
published this year by the king himself, produced an 
effect still more favourable. It was entitled Basilican 
Daron^ and contained precepts concerning the art of 
government, addressed to prince Henry his son. Not- 
withstanding the great alterations «nd refinements in 
national taste since that time, we must allow this to be 
no, contemptible performance, and not to be inferior to 
the works of most contemporary .writers, either in purity 
of style or justness of composition. Even the vain pa- 
rade of erudition with which it abounds, and which now 
disgusts its, raised the admiration of that age; and as' 
it, was filled with, those. general rules which speculative 
authors deliver fbr rendering a nation happy, and of 
which James could discourse with gre^ plausibility, 

f Johost. 
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jttitafMble of ptrttuigtiicin in practice, tiHi 
Eo^iah edneei^ a higb opinion of his abilities, and 
expected iui increase of national honour and prospe* 
rit^, under a plinde so profoundly skilled in politics, 
and who gave fuch a specimen both of his wisdom and 
of his love to his people.* 

The queen of England’s sentiments concerning James 
were very different from those of her subjects. His 
excessive indulgence towards the Popish lords; the 
facility with which he pardoned their repeated treasons ; 
liis restoring Beaton, the Popish archbishop of Glasgow, 
who had fled out of Scotland at die time of the Refor- 
mation, to the possession of the temporalities of that 
benefice; the appointing him his ambassador at the 
court of France ; the applause he bestowed, in the Ba- 
silicon Doron, on those who adhered to the queen his 
mother ; Elizabeth considered as so many indications 
of a mind alienated from the Protestant religion; and 
suspected that he would soon revolt from the profession 
Acciisci '^kese suspicions seemed to be fully 

iiim of cor- confirmed by a discovery which came from the 
wiX iTc"* master of Gray, who resided at that time in 
‘ Italy, and who, rather than suffer his intriguing 
spirit to be idle, demeaned himself so far as to act hs a 
spy for the English court. He conveyed to Elizalieth 
the copy of a letter written by James to pope Clement 
VIII., in which the king, after many expressions of re- 
gard for that pontiff, and of gratitude for his favours, 
declared kis firm resolution to treat the Roman Catho-' 
lies with indulgence ; and, in<order to render the intcr- 
cmirsc between the courts of Rome and Scotland more 
frequent and familiar, he solicited the pope to promote 
Drummondf bishop of Vaison, a Scotsman, to the dig- 
nity of a cardinal." Elizabeth, who had received by 
another chapneP some imperfect intelUgeOce of this 
correspondence, was filled with just surprise, and im- 
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mediately dispatdied mto Scotland^ to inquire 
more fully into, the truth of the matter, and to rep^ach 
James for an action ^unbecotning, a Protestant prince. 
He was astonished at the accusation, and with a copfi-; 
dence which, nothing but tl^ consciousness of inno- 
cence could inspire, affirmed the whole to be a mere 
calumny, and Ihe letter itself to be forged by his ene- 
mies, on purpose to bring his sincerity in religion to be 
suspected. Elphingston, the secretary of state, denied 
the matter with equal solemnity. It came, however, to 
be known by a very singular accident, which happened 
some years after, that the information which Elizabeth 
had received was well-founded, though at the same 
time the king’s declarations of his own innocence were 
perfectly consistent with truth. Cardinal Bellarmine, 
in a reply which he published to a controversial trea- 
tise, of which the king was the author, accused him of 
having abandoned tlie favourable sentiments which he 
had once entertained of . the Roman Catholic religion, 
and, as a proof of this, quoted his letter to Clement VIII, 
It was impossible, any longer, to believe this to be a 
fiction ; and it was a matter too delicate to be passed 
over without strict inquiry. James immediately ex- 
amined Elphingston, and his confession unravelled the 
whole mystery. He acknowledged that he had shuffled 
in tliis letter among other papers which he had laid 
before the king to be signed, %rho suspecting no such 
deceit, subscribed it together with the rest, and without 
knowing what it contained ; that he bad no other motive, 
however, to this action, but zeal for his majesty’s ser- 
vice ; and, by flattcring.the Roman Catholics witii hopes 
of indulgence under the king’s government, he ima- 
gined that he was paving the way,^r his more easy 
accession to the English tlirone. The privy-council of 
England entertained very different sentiments of the 
secretary's conduct. In their opinion, not only the 
king's reputation had been exposed to reproach, but his 
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life to dai^ir, ^ AU rash ini{K>store ; they even im- 
puted the gmipowder treasoto to the rage and disap- 
pointment of the P&pists, upon finding that tlie hopes 
which this letter inspired were frustrated. The se- 
cretary was setit a prisoner into Scotland, to tried 
for high-treason. His peers found him guilty ; but, 
by tbe queen’s intercession, he obtained a pardon.^ 
According to the account of other historians, .lames 
himself was no stranger to this correspondence with tlic 
pope ; and if we believe them, Elphingston, being inti- 
midated by the threats of the English council, and de- 
ceived by the artifices of the earl of Dunbar, concealed 
some circumstances in his narrative of this transaction, 
and falsified others ; and at the expense of his own 
fame, and with the danger of his life, endeavoured to 
draw a veil over this part of his master’s conduct.' 

James at wlicther wc impute the writing of this 

peat paim letter to the .secretary’s officious zeal, or to the 
Roman Kings Command, it is certain, that, about this 
* ““*■ time, James was at the utmost pains to gain 
tlie friendship of the Roman Catholic prince.s, as a 
necessary precaution towards facilitating his accession 
to the English throne. Lord Home, who was himself 
a Papist, was intrusted with a secret commission to the 
pope the archbishop of Glasgow was an active in- 
strument with those of his own religion." The pojic 
expressed such favourable sentiments Ijoth of tlie king, 
and of his rights to the crown of England* that .lames 
thought himself bound, some ycar.« after, to acknow- 
ledge the obligation in a public manner." Sir Janies 
Lindsay made great progress in gaining the English 
Papists to acknowledge his majesty's title. Of all tlie.se 
intrigfues Elizabeth received ob.scure hints from dif- 
ferent quarters. The more imperfectly she knew, the 

* Suic Trials, voL i. 42?#. SfiuUtv. 4 , 16 . .**07., JoliuaU 448. 
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, were fihuiy *de(^d(^ ttis year By ilie 

tiecburcfa. assem^y, ;whjcB met at lijfonfrose. That p^^ 
was chosen as'most cotiTenient jbr the ministers of the; 
north, among whom the king’s influence chiefly lay. 
^Although great numbers resorted iron) the northern 
provinces, and the king employed his whole interest, 
and the authority of his own presence, to gain a ma- 
jority, the following regulations were with di^culty 
agteed on. That the general assembly shall recom- 
mend six persons to every vacant benefice which gave 
a title to a seat in parliament, out of whom the king 
shall itominate one ; that the person ip elected, after 
obtaining his seat in parliament, shall neither propose 
nor consent to any thing there, that may affect the in- 
terest of tlie church, without special instructions to that 
purpose ;• that he shall be answerable for bis conduct 


to every general assembly, and” submit to its censure, 
without appeal, upon pain of infamy and excommuni- 
cation ; that he sliall discharge the duties of a pastor 
in a particular congregation ; that he shall not usurp 
any ecclesiastical jurisdiction superior to that of his 
other brethren; that if the church inflict on him the 
censure.of deprivation, he shall thereby forfeit his seat 
in parliament ; that he shall annually resign his com- 
mission to, the general assembly, which maybe restored 
to him, or not, as the a.^embly, with the king’s appro- 
bation, shall judge most expedient, for the good of the 
church.' Nothing could be more irepu^ant to the idea 
of episcopal government than these regulations. It. 
was not in consequence' of rights dmved frpm their 
office, but of powers conferred by a commission, tliat 

P $|K>t»w. 453. 457. C«ld. voL v. 368. 
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dcclesiasdoal persons ^ece to be admitted to a seat 
m parlidment; mejr ]mre the ie|>rei^tatiTe8,. not me 
superior^ bfme. clergy. DeWtute of sp^rit^{d autlio* 
tity, eveW their civil jurisdiction tmpomry. James, 
nbarever, flattered hhi^f that fliey vrpuld so^ be able 
to shake off these fetters, and gradually acquire all the 
privileges which belonged to the episcopal o^er: The 
clergy dreaded the same thing ; and of course he con- 
tended for the nomination of these commissioners, and 
they opposed it, not so much on account of the po^e^ 
then vested in them, u of those to which it was believed 
they would soon attain.'' 

Cowrie’s During this summer the kingdom enjoyed an 
coDspiraey. unusual tranquillity. The clergy, after many 
struggles, were brought under great subjection ; the 
Popish earls were restored to their estates and honours, 
by the authority of parliament, and with the consent of 
the church; the^est of the nobles were at peace among 
themselves, and obedient to the royal authority ; when, 
in the midst of this security, the king’s life was expoited 
to the utmost danger, by a conspiracy altogether unex- 
pected, and almost inexplicable. The authors of it 
were John Ruthven, earl of Gowric, and his brother 
Alexander, the sons of that earl who was beheaded in 
the year 1584. Nature had adorned both these young 
men, especially the elder brother, with many accom- 
plishments, to which education’ had added its most 
elegant improvements. More learned than is 'usual 
among persons of their rank ; more religious than is 
common at their age of life ; generous, brave, popu- 
lar; their countrymen, far from thinking them capable 
of any atrocious crime, conceived the most sanguine 
'hopes of their early virtues. Notwithstanding all these 
noble qualities, some imknown motive engaged them in 
a conspiracy, which, if we' adhere to the account confi- 
mbnly received, must be transmitted to posterity as one 

H Spotsw. 4M. 
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of the most wicked,, ae^ well as one of the wo^ con- 
ceited, of which history makes any mmiticKEu ' 

Oh the 5th of Aug;ust, as the king, who resided dur- 
ing the hunting season in his palace of Falkland^ .was 
going out to his sport early in the morning, he was 
accosted by Mr. Alexander Ruthven, who, with an air 
of great importance, .told the king, that the evening 
before he had met ah unknown man, of a suspicious 
aspect, walking alone in a by-path near his brother’s 
house at Perth ; and on searching him had found, un- 
der his cloak, a pot filled with a great quantity of foreign 
gold ; that he had immediately seized both him and his 
treasure, and without communicating the matter to any 
person, had kept him confined and bound , in a solitary 
house ; and that he thought it his duty to impart such 
a singular event first of dl to his majesty. James im- 
mediately suspected this unknown person to be a semi- 
nary priest, supplied with foreign coin, in order to ex- 
cite new commotions in the kingdom ; and resolved to 
empower the magistrates of Perth to call the person 
before them, and inquire into all the circumstances of 
the story. Ruthven violently opposed this resolution, 
and with many arguments urged the king to ride di- 
rectly to Perth, and to examine the matter in person. 
Meanwhile the chase began ; and James, notwithstand- 
ing his passion for that amusement, could not help' 
ruminating upon the strangeness of the tale, and on 
Ruthven’s importunity. At last he called him, and 
promised when the sport was over to set out for Perth. 
The chase, however, continued long; and Rutliven, who 
all the while kept close by the king, was still urging 
him to make haste. At the death of the buck he would 
not allow James to stay till a fresh horse was brought* 
him; and observing the duke of Lennox and die earl of 
Mar preparing to accompany the king, he entreated 
him to countermand them. This James refused ; and 
though Ruthven's impatience and anxiety, as well as 
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the apparent perturbation in his whole behaviour, raised 
some suspicions in his mind, yet his own curiosity, 
and Ruthven’s solicitations, prevailed on him to set out 
for Perth. When within a mile of the town, Ruthven 
rode forward to inform his brother of die king's arrival, 
though he had already dispatched two messengers for 
that purpose. At a little distance from the town, the 
earl, attended by several of the citizens, met the king, 
who had only twenty persons in liis train. No prepa- 
rations were made for the king's entertainment; the 
earl appeared pensive and embarrassed, and was at no 
pains to atone, by his courtesy or hospitality, t'or the 
bad fare with which he treated liis guests. When the 
king's repast was over, his attendants wore- led to dine 
in another room, and he being left almost alone, Huth- 
ven whispered him, that now was the time to go to the 
chamber where the unknown person was ke]>t. James 
commanded him to bring Sir Thoma.s Krskine along 
with them ; but instead of that, Ruthven ordered him 
not to follow; and conducting the king up a stairca.se, 
and then through several apartments, the door.s of 
whicli he locked behind him, led him at hist into a 
.sm:ill study, in which there .stood a man clad in armour, 
with a sword and tlagger by his side. The king, who 
expected to have found one disarmed and bound, stsirted 
at the sight, and inquired if this was tlte person ; hut 
Ruthven snatching the dagger from the girdle of the 
man in armour, and holding it to the king's breast, 
“ Remember,” said he, “ how unjustly my father suf- 
fered by your command; you are now my prisoner; 
submit to my disposal without resistance or outcry; or 
this dagger shall in.stantly avenge hi.s blood.” James 
expostulated with Ruthven, entreated, and flattered him. 
The man whom he found in the study stood, all the 
while, trembling and di.smayed, without courage cither 
to aid the king, or to second his aggressor. Ruthven 
protested, that if tlie king raised no outcry, his life 
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hastily, and tola ju 3 t ^de away 

towards Falkland. . All; theni into the 

streets ; and the earl, in .die ^^ost hu^, called for their 
horses. , But by. this time his broAer had retum$;d to 
the king, and swearii^ that,jiow.there was no renaedy, 
he must die, ddered to bind his hands. . fjnarmed as 
James was, he scorned to snbniit to that indi^ity^; . and 
closing, with the assassin, a fierce struggle ensued. The 
man in armour stood,, as formerly, amazed and motion- 
less,; and tl^.king, dragging Ruthven towards a win- 
dow, which during , his absence he had pe^uaded the 
person with whpm.he was left, open, cried with a wild 
and affrighted voice, “ Treaspn ! Ti^espn ! Help ! I am 
murdered ! ” His 'attendanb heard,, and knew the voice, 
and saw at the ndndow a hand which grasped the king's 
rifetk with .violence. They flew wi^ precipitatipn to his 
assistance. Lennox ahd^M^, with the greater number, 
ran up, the principal ^ircafe^, where they found all the 
doors sh^tr they batted wifli the utoost/yry, 

endeip^nngijlQ burst them open. !But Sir John Ram- 
say, a back-stair which., led to ^Je apart- 
jdi^.,i^ kinjg4^ tha d^pr ppen ; and 
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iflie fltde' 

|t|i<m 1^,' i^<^iit6i^.flf$ dsHl' 'Kdt^iihirf^dl|^%e 
of Huiif^bdfs, Sir Jo^R^&y 

, through tt^ hi^iK, he iell dow.n dead 'M^thbiit^ut- 
tenhg h word ;. hi^ tdlloweis heving received several 
wounds, immedietel;^ fled. ' Three of the king’s defend 
ers were likewise hurt in the conflict. A dreadful noiiM 


continued still at the opposite door, where many per- 
TOns laboured jn vain to force a passage; and the king 
being assured that they ware Lennox, Mar, and his ' 
other friends, it Was opened on die inside. They ran 
to the king, whom they unexpectedly fotdid safe, with 
transp^niti^^f congratulation; and he, falling on his 
knees, with all his attendants around him, oflered so- 
^emis thanks to' God for such a wonderful delivattlnce. 
‘The danger, however, was not yet over. The inhabi- 
tants of the town, whose jirovost Gowrie was, and by 
whom he was extren^y beloved, hearing the fata %f 
the two brodiers, ran tb ihbir kr^, and surrounded the 
house, threatening rev)|Bi^,^hrith many indolent and 
' opprobrious speedes against the king.' Jai^ endea- 
voured to paici^ the eniv^;ed multitod|^'|^ spi^king to 
them from the ’^ndovv ; he admi itted' tl^r magistrates 
into the house; related 'to dil^all the ctreiinistances 
of the fact; wd dieii^iy subsiding by degrea, Aey 
dispersed. On aeuc^^g the earl's peseta for ^pera 
that might dis<^va hi3 desi^ ^d i^cbmpll^ nio- 
dUbg was fbund^ but*a small 'parchm^t ba'^,^*^^of 
magical idtaracibBrs and words Of endialidfiieht an^f 
we may;ihel:^e the account of flid%opig>tnj|f!^ published 
.by tile nng, ^ while di^ weie'alm|iit !|^ the wound 
of whidi'he died bled t^; but as a6m&' as' they, were 
VOL. ir. a 
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takeo atrajr, the bloo^u^ed 9ut m gre&l. abundaace.” 
Atler all- dangeroiiS edve&ttitresof bosf day^ ^ 

kingTeturned in the earning to Falkland, 'hiiTthg ji^nu> 
mitted the de^ bodies of the ’two brothers tO th<i^s-> 
to^l^ihe magistral^ Of Perth. ' > 

Notadths^dhig ' the minute detail which 
comptat?* the king gave of all the circumstances of this 
^ijr'ejc- conspiracy a^inst his life, the motives which 
plained, induced the two brothers to attempt an action 
so detestable, the end they had in view, and the ac- 
complices on whose aid they depended, were altoge- 
ther unknown. The words of Ruthven to the king 
gave some grounds to think that the desire of revenging 
their father’s death had instigated them to this attempt. 
But, whatever injuries their father had suffered, it is 
scarcely probable that they could impute them to the 
king, whose jreuth, as well as his subjection at that time 
to the violence of a faction, exempted him from being 
the object of resentment, on account of actions which 
were not done by his command. James had even en- 
deavoured to repair the wrongs which the father had 
suffered, by benefits to his children; and Gowrie him- 
.self, sensible of his favour, had acknowledged it with 
the warmest expressions of gratitude. Three of the 
earl’s attendants, being coiivicted of assisting him in 
this assaiih ou .the king's servants, were executed at 
Perth ; bi;^ ths^ could give no light into the motives 
which hud pri^pted their master to an action so re- 
pugnant to these ackho^ledgments. Diligent search 
was made for the person concealed in the study, and 
from him great discoveries were expected. . But 'An- 
drew Henderson, the earl’s steward, who, upon a pro- 
mise of pvdon, confessed himself to be the man, ]W8s 
as much a stfunger to his master’s design as the nest; 
and though plac^ in the study by Gk>wrie%' command, 
he did not ..even know for what mid diat station had 
bera assigned him. The whole transaction remained 
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as iinpeQetnd% dftrk aa ever; ^ die two bcotheta, it 
was conclQd^,..liad concerted %eir schoin witimt' 
eitl^ confidaii^or accomplice^ with unexampled se- 
. crm^as well as wicthdness. 
sprot’i An accident no less strange dian the other 
circumetances of the story, mid which Inj^n- 
'*• ed nine years after, discovered that this opi- 
nion, however plausible, was ill-founded; and that the 
two brothers had not carried on their machinations all 
alone. One Sprot, a notary, having whispered among 
several persons that he knew some secrets relating to 
Gowrie’s conspiracy, the privy-council thought the 
matter worthy of their attention, and ordered him to 
be seized. His confession was partly voluntary, and 
partly forced from him by torture. According to his 
account, Logan of Restalrig, a gentleman of an opulent 
fortune, but of dissolute morals, was privy to all Gow- 
rie’s intentions, and an accomplice in his crimes. Mr. 
Ruthven, he said, had frequent interviews With Logan 
in order to concert the plan of their operation^; the 
earl had corresponded with him to the same purpose; 
and one Hour, Logan’s confidant, was trusted with the 
secret, and carried the letters between them. Both 
Logan and Bouj were now dead. But Sprot affirmed 
that he had read letters written both by Gowrie and 
Logan on that occasion; and in confirmation of bis tes- 
timony, several of Logan's letters, which a curiosity 
fatal to himself had prompted Sprot to steal from among 
Bour's papers, were produced.' These were compared, 

' Login's letters were five in iNMjhber* One to Boiir««nulher to Oowriet and three oi 
them without any direction ; nor ebtild titirot ditoom the name of the poffon to whom 
they were writftui. Logan gives him (he appellation of right honpuntbte, • ]| apptan 
from this, however, and from oilier w'ordi in tlie letter, Cnmi. 95. tligtliiem we^ 
acTcral persons privy to the conspiracy, lliedata of the first letter IBtli, 

Mr. l^Q&vcn bad communicated the ll••tlcr to Logan onlj five days bdbfm Ibid. 

It appSmrs fitmi the origmal agai&vt fatiit. tbai Boitr. 

thpo^ he bad leliam'addfetied to him with rej^ to aooos^raey t^oallv dansi-r- 
oua nod importagl^^aa io lUitcrite that ba eawd M ind. ■* Jacobus Boar» me- 
raroa promigignattti* GeoigH open iu legeii^ o n a i l wi Lj t fli^p tia ad aom tnia- 
aiat «el portbwntibfia^tebuhtf*’* T>if it altegcibar Hranfe} and nothing but (be 
capridooa cbenctof of Xogmi can acoouni far Nd4liooatii|t nicb ^ coofi^nt. 

p2 
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by tho LoglpiV haud- 

writiii^ anii.^e t^^lbljan^j^as i^amfe^^, ' Peisons 
of unqbi^ted Qredit, j^dge of Ibe 

iaa^rj,,exajitiiied^41ij^,,a^ awoif to .^^r aatbeoti- 
cily.. ^ |)eapi it^f. not ^e^pt Logan .frpm.prosor 
cation, ^ bis bones^ were, dug, i^p and tried, for, Higb-'trca- 
son, md, by a sentence, cqpaily odious and. illogal/ 
his lands yrere forfeitedt,and his posterj|^;doclaxed in- 
famous; Sprot was condeiqned to, be h^ged for. mis- 
prision of treason.. He adb^ed to bis co^ossionto-the 
last, jmd having pipn^ised on the scaffcdd, to give the 
spectetprs a. sign ia confirmation of the tmtb of what 
be, had deposed, fie. thrice clapped his,, hands afier be 
was wrpwn,oif the ladder by the executioner.* 


' * 'Ronn* p€W 0 nl; gnQty of' Umb crinid of- high-tnaaon might tried 

^en after dea^« This practice was^ adopted by the Scota without any liniitatioiig 
ParU 1540g‘C« 69.’ 'But Uie nnliiiiHed exerciae of this power was soon conceived to 
be danmous; and the crown lya^ laid under proper restrictions, by an act A. 
1.54*, which has nerer been printed. Tlie words of it are* *• And because the said 
j*®*'^*- «f •rticles) tbink the said act (Tia, in 1640),loo general, snui 
prejudicial to Uic barons in the realru, therefore statutes^ and ordains that the said act 
ahall place, in time oom)ng, but against (he hein of then that notoriously 

commit or ahall commit lesc majesty against the king’s person, against the realm for 
averting the same, and against them that shall iiappen to betray the king’s army 
^Icnarly, wd bcin^iotoriously knawn fo their Uroe : and the heirs of these persons 
to^ be caned and jCt^d within fltre years offer foe decease of the said persons com- 
mitters of the said enm^s and foe raid time beiim by-past, foe said heirs never to 
be pursued for the same.” The sentence against Logan violated this sUtute in two 
particalara; He waa tMt noturtonaly known during his life to be an accomplice in 
foe crime for which he was tried j^and his heir was called in question more then five 
yean offer hii death. It is remUAsble dmt this sUtute ^^s not to have been at- 
fended to fo tjkyprlimnt whi^ ferfeit^^ Logan. Another ihignlar circjoinstance 
desertes nauife. ' As it is a maxim of justice’ foot no person can be tried in absence : 
aM a#; laiejafe afe mays tenacious of tkeir lorms, sod often absurd in foeir. de- 
Fjees for presmiwg fo^» they contrived that, in ain process againsim dead person. 
!***,^9**n^ *fK.***^* ^ Pfefeufed at foe bar. 4!xanipks of tins oecuir*ed«fentr 
i? Corrichie, the dead body of eail 

ptaSmfcW. brfim ofJir/S«tt,{i w,i ^ 

iwuncri •!*!"■> Xo. ‘he mum ^remon ih. bodiu of Oowri. ud hi, btoSmt 

. ... ... 


•» pwmrrtifc l«4mdw llurt IbdylSIgH W |^d«c4ln,MrlUmmK;5S- 
■ WM Mte. ««« dog vp. BbS'i. 


were | 
ini 

^ arthbitbop Spotswetod im pieaent at foe ttecBUbn of Sbrot. 

*!?!.“?* yHi^wemi to b»t»glo«i »ij«db W|Udl»iWri«. ffaW 

nw in bd k ifMMjfcebb mtlffor uot lAoaU mdUion 

5! !'^***^ ‘‘MBborgi^ 

•••••» ft# irtltkwdkl be ihew'^'Wter/ndr'ebuld HjihwIie'ieeeWWt ' 
ftMO wTrie^wbe mm idMiitUh. kdMiri bAW^LiiMmieeftd fhe 
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But ihOngli it be thus unexpectedly discovered that 
Gowrie did not act witbout assbcibtra, litths!additional 
light is tfaro^, by this discovery, .‘on the motives and 
intentions of bis conduct. It appeam alqio^ incredible 
that two young inen of such-distinguished viitiie should 
revolt all at Once from their dnQr,'and atteiinptafii^mc 
so atrocious as the murder of their sovereign. It 
appears still inore improbable, that tiiey shonTd have 
concerted their undertaking with so little foresight 
and prudence. If they intended diat the diMd should 
have remained concealed, they could not have chosen 
a more improper scene for executing it, than their own 
house. If they intended that Henderson should naVe 
struck the blow, they could not have pitched on a man 
more destitute of the courage that must direct the hand 
of an assassin ; nor could they expect that he, unsolU 
cited, and unacquainted with their purpose, would ven- 
ture on such a desperate action. If Ruthven meant to 
stab the king with his own hand, why did he withdraw 
the dagger,’ after it was pointed at his breast? How 
could he leave the king ofter such a plain declaration 
of his intention ? Was it not preposterous to commit 
him to the keeping of such a timid associate as Hen- 
derson ? For what purpose did he waste time in bind- 
ing the hands of aiv unarmed man, whom he anight ea- 
sily have dispatched with his sword ? Had Providence 
permitted them to imbrue their hands in the blood of 
their sovereign, what advantage, could liave accrued to 

lUtnenl Bt thr tnil. The earl of XlaDber,ef whom he eiwAjFi ipeeki wlUi Ute hlftMl 
respect, was the peraon w|U> difecl^ the process agpinsiilogaiv JBd4jh«.|»affwiplQej 
dedaration against the truth of 8pK»t*s ewidenoe, notwi^Mtandhtg el^thpee 
stances, is siirprising. Sk Tbent^ Hginiltoos the hmi*! advocaie at tlwW 
afterward eaH of Haddliitftoa, ^preseou the proof produced at Logm*^ tdal aa «o- 
Ireaely ooDftdcing i and to an origtoel JettBc of bb to the lKiBgs,<llkaill|lf af June, 
IdW (in BW. Facuk. JoHd.), after meniioahig the maaMr hi whkh^ Ihi Idal had 
been cooducifed, he ihoa goea oo: , 

«« When the probadpo of the auipnons traa relsmd^lo the UnN of articles' rotes, 
they found unifii^y, all In one voice, the said n^mmam to he to clearly proved, 
that they eoefend who should be ah|e «oct eaalaaaly to eipreis the sa- 

lisfaelSoo ofhliiw^potonly by the nest pliby vrorda# hetby taara of joy ; dirmr 
of the rank otm^aamg, that* that wheieef Ihqr doahiad at theh .entry into tb** 
hotfte was now panlfeat, that they behoved to e rt eeei Ihf ei Inllofa who shoMkl 
any longer refaae to de^e their anoied recohttiea of the truth of tbal tieasoo.*' 
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them hf his (CIm& F :Aiid whsd kilaims oriw^sions 
could ih^hhre oppo^ to die rights of hiii children?* 
Ineviteble and instant iengeahceytogeth^ with perpe- 
tual infamy, Were the only consequences they could ex- 
pect to||pllow such a mine. 

On the other hand, it is impossible to believe that 
the king had formed any des^ against the life of the 
two brothers. They had not incurred his indignation 
by any crime ; and were in no degree the objects of his 
jealousy or hatred v” nor was he of a spirit so sangui- 
nary, or so noted for rash and desperate valour, as to 
have attempted to murder them in their own house, where 
they were surrounded with many domestics, he only with 
a slender and unarmed train ; where they conld call to 
their assistance the inhabitants of a city, at the devotion 
of their family, while he was at a distance from all aid ; 
and least of all would he have chosen for his asso- 
ciates in such an enterprise, the earl of Mar and the 

* It has been asserted « that, in consequence of the king's death, Uic earl of 
Oowrie might hate pretended to the crown of England, as the son nf Dorothea 
Stewart, daughter of lord Metfaren, bjr Margaret of England, who. after her divorce 
from the earl of took that nobleman for her third husband. Burnet, Hist, 

of Isis own Times, ^ut this asiertiop is ill-founded. It appears, from undoubted 
evidence, tliat lord Methven had onl^ one child by queen Margaret, which died in 
its infancy, and Dorothea lady Rutiiven was not the daughter of queeo Marearet, 
bat of Janet Stewart, lord Methven'a second wife, a daughter of John earl of Athol. 
Crawf. Teor. 589. And though Gowrie had really been deseeded from the blood 
roynl of England, the king at that time had a son and a dinghter ; and besides 
ili^, lady Arabella Stewart, daughter of Charles ead of Lennhx, had > preferable 
title to Ihe crown of England. 

> &ti Henry Neville, in a letter to Sir Ralph Winwood, imputes the deatii of tlie 
iwo brethers to a-oause nut isentiooed by any of our historians. **,Out of Sootland 
we beef tbatihere.is no good agreement, but rather an open diffidence^ betwixt the 
king and bis, wifo, and many are of opinion tlmt tlie discovery of some -offeeiioa 
between her and the earl or Cowrie's brother (who was killed wHh^bi^ was the 
trnest eguse add Inotive of that tmgedy." Winw. Mem. vol. i. 87d. Whether -the 
following pasei^ in IHcholsoo's Tetter be any imndinifticm of that aespicioiiy is 
. snbmUted to^ redder. In his letter. Sept. 38; juinf, he meigumB fhe retuia of 
.Cowrie's two^fcmger brothers into S^tend, end adds, **^The connag in of these 
two, |ind tbeaaeeD of Scots dealing with them, and Mdfasg'awey end furnishing 
Mrs. Beatrix Ithefar sUter] wHh such informnlion u wTlionias Efskine has given, 
bads bred great nupieion hi the king of Scots that they come not in but upon some 
dangerous plot.*' In another letter, January 1, 1603, ** The day of writing my 
last, Mrs. Beatrix fonthven was brought by the Indy Paisley, and Mrs. of Angus, 
as one of their geadewomea, into the court in the evening, and stowed in ar^diauiber 
prepared for her by the queen's direction, whereibe qoeen bad mgeh time and oon- 
formice with her. . Of this the king got norice, mad ahewed his dislike thereof to Uir 
queen, geuHy rwovmg her for it, and examniiu quietly of the queen’s terrants of 
, die saijm, and or other omHen thereunto belengtofo wifo such Bisaciaon and se- 
errry Os requires sueh a natter,'* 
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duke of Lennox, the former connected in close friend- 
ship with the house of Gowrie, and die latter married 
to one of the earl's sisters. 

Acpnjw- Whichsoever of these opposite systems wc 
embrace ; whether we impute the intention of 
|j>e >«'»• murder to Gowrie, or to the king ; insuperable 
conspin- difficulties arise, and we are involved in dark- 
*“"• • ness, mystery, and contradictions. Perhaps the 
source of the whole conspiracy ought to be searched 
for deeper, and by deriving it from a more remote 
cause, we may discover it to be less criminal. 

To keep the king of Scots in continual dependence, 
was one great objcct.of Elizabeth’s policy. In order 
to this, she sometimes soothed him, and sometimes 
bribed his ministers and favourites ; and when she 
failed of attaining her end by these means, she encou- 
raged the clergy to render any administration which 
she distrusted impopulac, by decrying it, or stirred up 
some faction of the nobles to oppose and to overturn it. 
In that fierce age, men little acquainted with .the arts 
of undermining a ministry by intrigue, h|d recourse to 
the ruder practice of rendering themselves masters of 
the king’s person, that they might thereby obtain the 
direction of his counsek. Those nobles who seized the 
king at the Raid of RtUhven, were instigated and sup- 
])ortcd by Elizabeth. Bothwell, in ull his wild attempts, 
enjoyed her protection, and when they miscarried, he 
was secure of a retreat in her dominions. Tlic con- 
nexions which James had been forming of late with 
the Roman Catholic princes, his secret negotiations in 
England with her subjects, and the maxims hy wbitffi 
he governed his own kingdom, all contributed tp'excite 
her jealousy. She dreaded some gi^ rwohition in 
Scotland to be approaching, and it was Jier interest to 
prevent it. > The earl of Gowrie was one of tlie most 
powerful of the Scottish 'nobles, and d^mided from 
ancestors warmly attached to the English interest Ht- 
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tih« tame: 

0f hui f)Oiint|:|’^'ld'%e i 
M^^atedce dHaa^ betpesafi the twotlingdoms. 
'DaHng ltH« ^'esideode )at:i^>naidie'ha4.cantrac^ anin- 
l£naata#4eiiidiUip iratfeSirrHeoiy Narille) the queen’s 
cmbamdbr ther^ raiid' tras ^dreociini^ by him to 
his court BS a peraon of whom jgi^t use might be made/ 
Elizabeth received him idrWpassed' through England 
with distinguished marks of rtepect^and &voutv From 
all these circumstahces a suspicion may arise, that the 
plan of thexonspiracy against the king was formed, at 
that time>in concmt with her. Such a^irSuspicion pi;0- 
vailed in: that age, and from the letters of Nicholson, 
Elizabe&’s agmit in ScGdand, it appears nottobe.des* 
titute of foundation. An English ship was observed 
hovering for some time in the mouth of the frith of 
Forth. The earl’s two younger brothers fled into Eng- 
land : after the ill success of the conspiracy, and were 
protected by Elizabeth. .James himself, though he 
prudently concealed it,' took great . umbrage at her 
behaviour. None, however, of Elizabeth’s intrigues in 
Scothmd tended to hurtdhe king’s person^ but only to 
circumscribe his authority^ and to thwart his schemes. 
His life- was the surest safeguard of her^^n, and re- 
dtraihed the Popish pretenders to her crtl^B, and their 
abettors, frbm desperate attempts^'to wbic^^hmr impa- 
tience and^'bigotry might, otherwise, have urged 
on. To ha;ve encomaged Gowrie to murder his sove- 
reign, « would, on her p{B!t,:haTe been aii ‘abt^t the ut^ 
most imprudence. : Nor does tIuB;seetB to have'been 
the intention of tb|e two btothers.: Mri*Rutki^, first 
of dl, endeavoured to decoy the king to Pdrtb,' without 
any atteudante.-. ‘'When these proved, more numerous 
dian was eapectedj' the eifrl. employed' a stratagemdh 
order to separ^ ' diem from 'the ddng, by pretending 
that he had -rodevUway towaitb'F^lsnd, and by call- 


iii8epidwbfy:Ooiinected “with the 
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ing hastify for tkeir liotSQS,’ timtthey might follow Jiim. 
By their shnttiiig James up, -meanwhile, in a distut 
comer of the housej and by attempting to bind his 
hands, dieir designs seem to hare been rather to seize 
than to assassinate him. Thdngh Oowrie bad not col- 
lected his. followers in such numbers .as to iia'^ been 
able to detain him long , a prisoner, in that part of the 
kingdom, by open force, he might soon havebeen.con- 
yeyed aboard die English ship, which waited, perhaps, 
to receive him ; and he might have been landed at Fast- 
casde, a house of Logan’s, in which, according to many 
obscure hints in his letters, some rendezvous of the con- 
spirators was to be hdd. Amidst the surprise and 
terror into which the king must have been thrown by 
the violence offered to him, it was extremely natural 
for him to conclude that his life was sought. It was 
the interest of all his followers to confirm him in this 
belief, and to magnify his danger, in order to add to 
the importance and merit of their own services. Thus 
his fear, and their vanity, aided by the credulity and 
wonder which the contemplation of any great and tra- 
gical event, when not fully understood, is apt to inspire, 
augmented the whole transaction. On the other hand, 
the extravag^ance and improbability of tlie circumstances 
which were added, detracted from the credit of those 
which really happened ; and even furnished pretences 
for calling in question the truth of the whole conspiracy. 
Mwy dit- The. account of what had happened at Perth 

reached Edinburgh next morning. The privy- 
E”*!*?*^ council commanded the ministers of that city 
zinf. instantly to assemble their people; and, after 
relating to them the circumstances of ;the conspiracy 
formed against the king’s life, to return public thanks to 
God for the protection which he had so visibly afforded 
him* Butas the first accounts transmitted to Edinburgh, 
written in a huriy, and while the eircusostances of the 
conspiracy were but imperfectly known, and the pas- 
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«ions which it esoited stroDgi^iidt,were ii^istinct, ex- 
aggerated, and contradictory, &e minister’s laid hold of 
this ; and though they offered tp give public thanks 
to God for the king’s, safety, they refused, to ento: 
into any detail- of particulars, or to utter from the 
chair of truth what appeared to be still dubious and 
uncertain. 

A few days after, the king returned to Edinburgh ; 
and, though Galloway, the minister of his own chapel, 
made a harangue to the people at thmpdblic cross, in 
which he recited all the circumstances of the conspiracy ; 
though James himself in their hearin^i:' confirmed his 
account; though he commanded a narrative of the 
whole transaction to be published ; the ministers of that 
city, as well as many of their brethren, still continued 
incredulous and unconvinced. Their high esteem of 
Gowrie, their jealousy of every part of the king’s con- 
duct, added to some false and many improbable circum- 
stances m the narrative, not only led them to suspect the 
whole, but gave, their suspicions an air of credibilily. 
But at length, the king, partly by arguments, partly by 
threats, prevailed on all of them, except Mr. Robert 
Bruce, to own that'they were convinced of the truth of 
the coni^iracy. He could be brought no farther than 
to declare, that he reverenced the king’s iucount of the 
trans action, but could hot sa that he himself was per- 
suaded of the truth of it. The wruplcs or obstinacy 
of a single man would have been little regarded ; but 
as the same spirit of incredulity began to spread among 
the people, die example of one in so high reputation 
for integrity and abilities, was exfrepiely dangerous. 
The king was at the utmost pains to convince and to 
gain Bruce, but fihdii^ it impossible to remove his 
doubts, he deprived him of bis benefice, and. after re- 
peated delays, and many attempts towards a reconcile- 
ment, banished him 't^ kin^mi^' 

^ Sptfltte. &c. CttM* T. 38!^, &c. 
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Proceed- The proceedings of parliament were not re* 
Ksn't**"" tarded by «iy acruples of this sort. The dead 
•8^ «he bodies of die two brothers were produced there, 
ion. according to law ; an indictment for higli-trca- 
son was prefored against them; witnesses were ex- 
amined;* and, by a unanimous sentence, their estatM and 
lionours were forfeited ; the punishment due to traitors 
was inflicted on their dead Imdies ; and, as if the pu- 
nishment hitherto in use did not express sufficient de- 
testation of their crimes, the parliament enacted that 
the surname of Ruthven should be abolished ; and, in 
order to present the memory of the king's miraculous 
escape, and to declare the sense which the nation bad 
of the divine goodness, to all future ages, appointed the 
5th of August to be observed annually, as a day of pub- 
lic thanksgiving.* 


* A few weeks after the death of the two brotliers, tfir king published a d«ietmrsc 
rf their vile mid nnnntural eontpirocy against hb life. In the year 1713# George 
earl of Crowartie published an •* Historical Account of the Conspiracy by the Earl 
of Cowrie and Robert I^igan of Ucstalrig. against King Jamies Tie seems not 
to have seen the account which the kingliiniself had given of that matter* and bor> 
rows the wliole historical part from Spotswood and other autliors ; but he has es* 
tniGted fron the public records the depositions of tbe witne.%ies produced by the 
king’s council* in order to make good the charge against the two brotliers* and Logan 
their associate. From these two treatwes our knowledge of all the material circum- 
stances of ibc conspiracy is derived. The evidence which they contain* one. would 
expect to be authentic and decisive. An account of a fact still recent* published by 
royal authority, and tbe original depoiitioiis of imrsoDs examined in presence of the 
highest court iii the iia0on, ought to convey a degree of evidence seldom attained in 
historical relations* ahid to exclude all feinoliung doubt and uncrrUUity. But aa 
every thing with regard to this transaction is dark and probleiniitical, Uie king’s ac- 
count and the depositions of the witnesses not only vary, hut contradict each other 
in so many cireujiistHnces* that much ipom is atill left for hesitation and liislurical 
scepticism. Tbe testimony of Hendemm is the fullcjd nnd most important, hut in 
several particaliucs the kiog’s account and his are contradktnry. 1. According to the 
king’s accuant* while Mr. Ruthven was bolding the dagger at his bfcAst, the fel- 
low in die study ttood Making and trembling. ’ Due. 17. But Heudcrwin says* 
that be biiBieif wrested ino dagger out of Mr. Ruthvrn’a haiuls. Disc. f.'rum. 

50. Hendenoo likewise boasted to his wife* that be had that day twice saved the 
lung from being staldied. Disc. 54. Croni. 53. LL I'he king asserts that llcndei • 
son opened die window during Mr. Rothveo’s absence. Disc. 23. IJendersoo de- 
poses that be was only attempting Co open it when Mr. Ruthven returned, and that 
during the struggle between the king and him, be opened it. Disc. 53, 54. Croro. 

51, 63. IIL u we may believe the kbig* the fbllow in the study stood, during (he 
atrug^, behiud tbe king’s back,. inactive and trciubling all the time. Dhtc.37. But 
Heno o fsoB affinns, that he snuicbed away the garter with which Mr. Uiidm n at- 
tempted to bind the king; that be palled back Mr. Rulhven's band, while he was 
endeoeakring to stop die king’s mouth* and that be opened tbe window. I list. 54. 
Crom. 62. IV. By tbe king’s aeoountk Mr. Rotbviii left blm in tbe study, sad 
went away in order to meet with his brotber* and the cart came up the stairs for the 
^sinr purpose. Disc. 23» Henderson deposed* tltai when Mr. Rnthvea left die 



220 SCOTLAND. [1601. 

iM. 'IVugh 6owrie% «oiapbiacy oceasi^ed a 
GODipinej sudden and a great ahno. it Wasibllowed by no 

aSd. conaequencaa of impoitffisce ; and having been 

concerted by the two brotheM, either without any 

associates, or With such as were unknown, die danger 
was over as soon as discovered. But not long after, a 
coMpiracy broke out in England against Elizabeth, 
whi^, though die first danger was instandy dispelled, 
produMd t^caJ effects, that rendered the close of that 
queen’s reign dismal and unhappy. As James was 
deeply mterested in that event, it merits our particular 
iiotice. ;; 


^'Iwlidicvea that he did not pustrom the SoAr ** m is’ 

Aujiut, and neat arjMiDSybefo^tii*J^ ‘ui^1 *’'* P^^y-w^ncU in 
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WM only to deter hhn Croin makine an^oUp *• wT/ i ’!**“ « 

»*d« dif.“ *. In bU Snt deZltdX of d. ^ 

lo the chamber where he had^ft the kins are •• rJiC* *>c returned 

^d in.®;:‘^:.t^.rd".V'?;?„"^i "Sg°iL^T 

•Ign than to da&n Mm » . " "* ^ be bad no oth*, fc. 

nmitnf the iohabiimti was raiiedBflfert thj ktaJltSf t^ 

Crero- ♦». An act of privyHaNincU nmmioninc the nl^U^tei of 
Ua Ibat not u rtill extant. And let Andfoir Bo* SS^S^Thfiiu?^!? 
depo«t,that bdhimleVnlied ^ 

John iJonerief. wbo *1!^” "**"•» 

^mandad Mm net SISiBy’SSfaW^dt.tSafcS^^ 

2Mtai:rndsar.,^%Ss^ 

te'Ssft'swss.iiaKaSS^ 

gteat alieaiiaa. . ibei^ bwtbei* hat been mnndned with 
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The court of Bugland was at ibis time divided be- 
tween two poweniiii factions, which contended for the 
supreme direction affairs. The leader of the one 
was Robert l>'£rreox earl of Essex ; Sir Robert Cecil, 
the son of lord-treasurer Burleigh, was at die head of 
the other. Th^ former was the most acctm^ished'uid 
the most popular of all the English nobles ; brave, ge- 
nerous, affable; though impetuous, yet willing to listen 
to the counsels of those whom, he loved ; au avowed, 
but not an implacable enemy ; a friend no less con- 
stant than warm ; incapable of disguising his own sen- 
timents, or of nusreprcsenting those of others ; better 
fitted for a camp than for a court ; of a genius that 
qualified him for the first place in the administration, 
with a spirit which scorned the second as below his 
merit. He was soon distinguished by the queen, who, 
with a profusion uncommon to her, conferred on him, 
even in his earliest youth, the highest honoura, Nor 
did this diminish the esteem and affection of bis coun- 
trymen ,' but, by a rare felicity, he was at once the fa- 
vourite of liis sovereign, and the darling of the people. 
Cecil, on the other hand, educated in a court, and 
trained under a father deeply skilled in all its arts, 
was crafty, insinuating, industrious ; and though pos- 
sessed of talmits which fitted him for the highest of- 
fices, he did not rely upon his merit alone for attaining 
them, but availed himself of every advantage, which 
his own address, of the mistake of others, afforded 
him. Two sueh taien were formed to be rivals and 
enemies. Essex despised the arts of Cecil as low and 
base. To Cecif, ihe efii’s inajgpanimity appeared to 
be presumption i^d foUyi All the military men, ex- 
eept Raleigh, fiivonred Essex* • HiiloBt of the courtiers 
adhered to Cecil, whose mannen more.neady resem- 
bled their own. 

As Elisabeth advanced in years, the ^ggle between 
these factions' be^tne more violent. Essex, in order 
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Hit cor*' ^ stirag^n himself, had early courted the 
•mpood* friendship of the king of Scohi,.for whose ^ht 
of succession he was & zealous advocate, and 
*** held a close correspondence both with him and 
with his principal ministers. Cecil, devoted , to the 
queen alone, rose daily to new honours, by the assi- 
duity of his services, and the patience with which he 
expected the reward of them; while the earl's high 
spirit and impetuosity sometimes exposed him to checks 
from a mistress, whoj. though partial in her affection to- 
wards him, could notieasily bear contradiction, and who 
conferred favours often unwillingly, and always slowly. 
His own solicitations, however, seconded maliciously 
by his enemies, who wished to remove him at a dis- 
tance from court, advanced him to the command of the 
army employed in Ireland against Tyronne, smd to the 
office of lord-lieutenant of that kingdom, with a com- 
mission almost unlimited. His success in that expedi- 
tion did not equal either his own promises, or the ex- 
pectations of Elizabeth. The queen, peevish from her 
disappointment, and exasperated against Essex by the 
artifices of his enemies, wrote him a harsh letter, full 
of accusations and reproaches. These his impatient 
spirit could not bear, and in the first transports of his 
resentment, he proposed to carry over a part of his 
army into England, and, by driving his enemies from 
the queen's presence, to reinstate himself in favour and 
in power. Buit, upon more mature thoughts, he aban- 
doned this rash design, and setting »il with a few of- 
ficers devoted to his person, landed in England, and 
posted directly to court Elizabeth received him with- 
out any symptom eith^ of affection or of displeasure. 
By proper compliances and acknowledgments, he might 
have n^;auied . his former ascendant, over the queen. 
But he thought binuelf too deeply injured to submit 
to these. Elizabeth, on ffie 6the;;^hand, determined to 
subdue his (haughty temper; and,ffM)ugh her severity 
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drew from him the most bumble letters, she confined 
him to the lordrkeeper's house, and appointed com^ 
missioners to try him^ both for his conduct during bis 
government of Ireland, and for leaving that kingdom 
widiout her permission. By their sentence, he was 
suspended from all his offices, except that of master of 
the horse, and continued a prisoner during the queen s 
pleasure. Satisfied witli having mortified his pride 
thus far, Elizabeth did not suder the sentence to be re- 
corded, and soon after allowed him to retire to his own 
house. During these trwsactions, which occupied se- 
veral months, ^sex fluctuated between the allegiance 
he owed to his sovereign^ and the desire of revenge ; 
and sometimes leaned to the one, and sometimes to 
the other. In one of the intervals, when the latter 
prevailed, he sent a messenger into Scotland, to en- 
courage the king to assert his own right to the succes- 
sion by the force of arms, and to promise that, besides 
the assistance of the earl and all his friends in Eng*> 
land, lord Moun^oy, now lord-lieutenant of Ireland, 
would join him with five thousand men, from that king- 
Tames's Jamcs did not choose to hazard the 

cautious losing of a kingdom, of which he was just about 
coiiduci. obtain possession, by a premature attempt to 
seize it. M ountjoy, too, declined the enterprise, and 
Essex adopted moie dutiful schemes ; all thoughts of 
ambUion appearing to be totally cfi'aced out of his 
mind. 

The wild moderation, which was merely tlie ef- 

•ttempts feet of disgust and disappointment, was not of 
of hue*, long con&iaitoce ; and the queen, having not 
only refused to renew a lucrative grant, which she had 
formerly bestowed, but even to admit him into her pre- 
sence, that new injury drove a temper, naturally impa- 
tient, and now much fretted, to absolute despair* His 
friends, instead of soothing his rage, or ^restraining his 
impetuosity, added to both by thefr imprudent and in- 
terested zeal. After many anxious consnltatious. lie 
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deteroimed to to .redress^ las vio- 

lence. Bqt'i>eii^;#>nscioiia>liO#\lmpopulair.sa^ 
enteipirise would be, if it «pp&)i^; to ptooeed J&om 
motives of private ‘^revenge ialou^: be endeavoured to 
giveifthe semblancoof public, utdil^i by minjj^lg tbe 
king of Scotland’s interest with his own. .H^lTOte to 
James, that the faction which now. pref^mi^ted in.the 
English court had resolved to support r thO . pretensions 
of the infanta of Spain to the crown ; that the places 
of the greatest importance in the kingdom^ were put 
into the hands (d’.his avow^ Utemies ; and that unless 
he sent ambassador8;^witl^lld|4lel^ to insist on the 
immediate declaration c^ hl^jllght of succession, tiieir 
measures were so well counted that all his hopes 
would be desperate. ' James, who knew how disagree- 
able such a proposal would be to the queen of Eng- 
land, was not willing rashly to expose himself to. her 
displeasure. Essex, nevertheless, blinded by r^nt- 
ment, and inpatient for revenge, abandoned hihlsclf 
to these passions, and acted like a man guided by 
frenzy or despair. With two or three hundred fol- 
lowers incompletely armed, he attempted to assault a 
throne the b^t Established- in" Europe. Sallying at 
their head out of his ovim house, he <^led on the citi- 
zens of London, if they eithet>i^ued his Ike, or wished 
to preserve the kingdom iiom the dominion of the 
Spwiards, to take arms, and to follow his standard. 
He advanced towards >tiie palace with an intention to 
drive Cecil and his &ctibn onH of tite quel’s presence, 
and to .obtain a declaration of the SCoftisK king's right 
of succession.** But, though ahnqst adored! by the 
citizfns,'not a inan would , join him iir tiiis wild enter- 
prise. Dispuited by their IndiffereSiCe, deserted by 
some of his .own atiendants, and almost surrounded 
by the troops whidh marched agaii^ hnn under dif«' 
ferent leadet^into the cfty, he' letnmted to jiis own 
house; and without any. bold' effort, suitable to his 

^ Birch f Mem. ii. 477, 
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Iweaent^^fecBaditfetiifetf W IbwOiier >«tWrtati<» 

for'<kraragi^\^liimm ‘ ‘ 

Ad fl^ii pu^iatn^^«slurd‘ of be 

^^ppoiiOi^ ^?Mer; {U^ of Kiti- 

laea«'|||^pan:<Wli^iukd>e8sadbn‘to*Ab Eag- 

land/^^ fonaer W tlieie^iW'lbe whose 

n^eims Ebse^b^ oerrM 'oa ;fa» oon^{k)iid 6 bce with 
tho kii^. . He^.Wes a^pasdoitiilitf' adihireF of tbo eail’s 
character, ahH disposed to^htteiiipt 0 ?eiy< ^Hig^-tkirt 
could contrthate>' ^ his safe^v Bruce, hnited in ’a 
cldse frkbdship wiA.'lllw, was ready to second him 
with equal aeah. ci|iiir-a^ 'dbls^|>orp08e of the embassy 
less fidatdly to Bssext ^an tb^ choice of his ambaiim> 
dors; diey Were commanded* w solicit, in the warmest 
manner,' for die earl's vKfe, and if diey found that the 
king, by avowing his friends, ’ could either promote 
their designs, or contribute to their safety, they were 
empowered to lay aside all disguise, and to promise 
that he would put himself at tlieir head, and diaim 

Hij death arms.* But 

” ' before die. ambassador^ could reach London, 

Essex had suffered the puoidkment whiqh' he naerited 
by his treason. .. Perhaps the foar of' Aair inter^sing, 
in order to' obtain bis pardon, hastened his death. 
Elizabeth col^ued, for; some time, .irresolate con- 
cenuDg his foteC iuid could not bring herself to con* 
sign into the hai^s of the executioner, a man who had 
once possessed h®*’ favour so entirely, without a pain* 
fol straggle between hW resdhtment against his late 
misconduct, ^and her railcient aflfectiDn' towards him. 
The disWess to wbhdi dbe was ^w reduced, tended 
nalurallyito 8^0 the former, while it revived ^.lat- 
ter with ndw tenderness $ anA«the iMereasaion of one 
fofidifol fisend, who had intereattflidi Ihe tpieui aaight 
perhaps haare saved his life, moA W'i^i«Nawtd>him a 
rsmissioi^wbich,; of heiad|f,'She wsaS'^aiwained to grant 
‘ ’'..’V eMwitfsa BMr> Mm usin' *- 

VOL. I 1 -. O 
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But this generous aooleman: had at that time no such 
friend.. Elizabeth, Solicited Jnoesiiuilly bjt'her minis- 
tera, slid odended with the haitfhtiness l^sez, who, 
as she imag^ned> scorned to sue for pardon, at last 
conuhanded the sentence to be put in execution*. No 
sooner was the blow stmck, : than she repented of her 
own rashness, and bewailed his death with the deepest 
sorrow. James always considered him as one who had 
fallen a martyr to his service, and, after his accession 
to the English throne, restored his son to his honours, 
as well as all his associates in the conspiracy, and dis- 
tinguished them with his favour.^ 

James Scottish Bmbassadors, finding that they 

continues had arrived too late to execute the chief busi- 
trignn in ness committed to their charge, not only con- 
*"**“**• cealed that part of their instructions with the 
utmost care; but congratulated the queen-, in their 
master’s name, on her happy escape from such an au- 
daciotis conspiracy. Elizabeth, though no stranger to 
the king’s correspondence with Essex, or to that noble- 
man's intention^ of asserting James’s right to the crown, 
was not willing that these should be known to the 
people, and, for that reason, received the congratula- 
tions of the Scottish ambassadors with all possible 
marks of credit and good- wifi ; and in order to soothe 
James, and to preserve the appearances of union be- 
tween the two courts, increased the subsidy which she 
paid him annually. The ambassadem resided for some 
time in England, and were'employed with g^at suc- 
cess, in renewing and extending the intrigues, which 
Bruce had formerly entered into with the Snglish no- 
bles. As Elizabeth advanced in' years, the English 
turned their., eyes more and more towards Scotland, 
and were eager to prevent each other in courting the 
favour of their future monarch. Assurances of attach-. 
ment, {mfessions of regard, and promises of support, 

* OuaA. Spo^. 4(ii. 
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were offisred |o ^fcary comer of the ka^- 

dom. Cedi ^himself, p^ceindg what hopes Essea lt^ 
founded on the frieii&hip o#^e Sd>ttish king^ and 
what advantages he might have derived from it^ thought 
it prudmt to stand no longer at a distance from a prince, 
who dSght so soon become his master^ But being sen- 
sible at the same time how dangerous such an inter- 
course might prove, under a mistress naturally jealous, 
and whose jealousy gfrew stronger with old age; though 
he entered into a correspondence with him, he carried 
it on with all the secroegr and caution necessary in his 
situation, and peculiar to his character.** James having 
gained the man whose opposition and influence he had 
hitherto chiefly dreaded, waited, in perfect security, 
till that event should happen which would open his 
way to die throne of England.*' It was with some dif- 
ficulty that he restrained within proper bounds his ad- 
herents in that kingdom, who, labouring to distinguish 
themselves by that oflictous zeal, with which a prince, 
who has a near prospect of mounting the throne, is 
always served, urged him to allow a motion to be made 
in parliament for declaring hk right of succession to 
the crown. James prudently discouraged that design j 
but it was with no small satisfaction that he observed 
the ascendant he was acquiring in a court, the dictates 
of which he had been so long obliged to obey ; and 
which had either prescribed or thwarted every step he 
had taken during the whole course of his reign.^ 

1 S 03 . Notwithstanding the violent struggles of the 
political factions which divided the court, and 
the frequent revolutions, which had happened 


* See ApjiMdix. UU. 

• Dr. Biich, in W» life of- prinee Heniy, p. *Sf, h.t gWen iom acaOMit of tbo 
amerioiu mode in «likh’ 1 bi» oorretpondenee wn» enmed on, n*# hwr Ita leHcr* 
wore ooawyod ftwn London to Dnbifa, «>d from teae u SoMlond. Aotnldi- 
olaodinc tia ooSeitaide which Cecil apcUedl; dioaoom Otf Mo ICNon-MmM bo 
dcotra^ a ooan m the king bod and ihea, o coniidoaUe qaaber rf Aea lao 
been pwteroed, nnd poMiobod bj Sir Unrid D ^ynpte in tt^foor I7d«. They 
were Wrillea by lad Henry Howard, ondre dw lHpee«M Of la • olyle »f- 

feeiedly ob«n4. The whole eorraponden^naaor^^latmelieo. 

' Spotow. f £7. 071. BMb, MaOb tt. 514. 
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there, since the king first took the reins of government 
into his own. hands^ Scbtland had enjoyed unusual 
tranquillity, being undisturbed by any foreign epemy, 
and free from 'any intestine commotion of long conti- 
nuance. During this period, James endeavpaired to civi- 
lize the Highlands and the Islea, a part of his dominions 
' too much neglected by former monarchs, though the 
reformation of it was an ol^ct highly wortiiy of their 
' care. The long peace with England had afforded an 
opportunity of subduing the licentious spirit of the 
borderers, and of restraining their depredations, often 
no less ruinous to their countrymen than to their ene- 
mies. The inhabitants' of the low country began, gra- 
dually, to forget the use of arms, and to become atten- 
tive to the arts of peace. But the Highlanders, retain- 
ing their natural fierceness, averse from labour, and 
inured to rapine, infested their more industrious neigh- 
bours by their continual incursions. James, being so- 
licitous not only to repress their inroads, but to render 
them useful subjects,* had at different times enacted 
many wise li^s extremely conducive to these ends. 
All landlords, or chiefs of clans, were enjoined to permit 
no persons to reside in their estates who could not find 
Sufficient surety for their good behaviour ; they were 
^'fequired to make a list of all suspicious persons under 
their jiirisdictjon, to bind themselves tp deliver them 
to justice, and to indemnify those who should suffer by 
their robberies ; and, in order to ascertain the faithful 
performance of these articles, the chiefs themselves 
were obl|ged to gfive hostages to theT'king, or to put 
pledges in his hands. Three towns, whichjnight serve 
. as a retreat for the industrious, and a^ursery for arts 
and cpnotmerce^.were appointed to be built in different 
parts of the Highlands f one in j^tire, another in 
Lochaber, and a third in the isle of Lewis; and, in 
order to draw inhabitants thiffier, all the privileges of 

f Dor. 139. 
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royal boroughs were to be conferred upon them. Find- 
ing it, however, to be no easy matter to inspire the natives 
of those cbuntnes with tlie love of industry, a resolution 
was taken to plant among them colonies of people froiii 
the more industrious counties. The first experiment 
was made on the isle of Lewis ; and as it wns advan- 
tageously situated for the fishing trade, a source from 
which Scotland ought naturally to derive great wealth, 
the colony transported thither was drawn out of Fife, 
the inhabitants of which were well skilled in that branch 
of commerce. But before they had remHiued there long 
enough to manifest the good effects of this institution, 
the islanders, enraged at seeing their country occupied 
by those intruders, took arms, and surprising them in 
the night-time, murdered some of them, and compelled 
the rest to abandon the settlement. The king's atten- 
tion being soon after turned to other object:, we hear 
no more of this .salutary project. Tliougb Jamc.s did 
not pursue the design with that steady application and 
perseverance, without which it is impossible to change, 
the manners of a whole people, he had^the glory, how- 
ever, not only of having first conceived the thought, but 
of having first pointed out the proper method of intro- 
ducing the civil arts of life into that part of the island.^ 
Kii*»- After having long enjoyed a good state of 

health, the effect of a sound constitution, aucl 
lieatii. the reward of uncommon regularity and tem- 
perance, Elizabeth began this winter to feel her vigour 
decrease, and to be s^ible of the infirmities of old 
age. Having removed on a very stormy day from 
1603. Westminster to Richmond, whither she was im- 
J«n. si. patient to retire, her complaints increased. She 
had no formed fever ; her pulse was goo 4 ; but she ate 
little and could ^t sleep. Her disbUn^r awmed to 
proceed froin A 4 ®ep melanchdy, wliic|| qipeiued both 
in her^cq^tettonce and behaviour. delighted in. 

» k Pul. 1337. U94. <5W. 8pol««.3SS. 
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solitude, she sat constantly in the desk ; aad was often 
drowned in team. 

No sooner was the'qderai’s indispo^^ knos^, than 
persons all ranks, and of all different 'kecis and par- 
ties, redonbled dieir' applications &'the kipf of Scots, 
and Vied widi each other io'. professions of attach- 
ment to his person, and in pt^wises of subnaission to 
his govermnent. Even some cff Elizabefli’s own ser- 
vants, weary of the length of her reign, fond of novelty, 
impatient to get rid of the burden of gratitude for past 
benefits, and expecting to share in the liberality of a 
new prince, began to desert her : and crowds of people 
hurried towards Scotland, eager to pre-occupy the fa- 
vour of thV successor, or afraid of being too late in pay- 
ing homage to him. 

Meanwhile, the queen’s disease increased, and her 
melancholy appeared to be settled and incurable^ Va- 
rious coajectures wbre formed concerning the causes of 
a disorder, from which she seemed to be exempted by 
the natural cheerfulness of her temper. Some imputed 
it to her being forced, contrary to her inclination, to 
pardon the earl of Tyronoe, whose rebellion had for 
many years created her much trouble. Others ima- 
gined that it arose from observing the ingratitude of 
her courtiers, and the levity of her people, who beheld 
her healUi declining with most indecent indifference, 
and looked forward to the accession of the Scottish 
king, with an impatience which they could not conceal. 
The most common . opinion, at that time, and perhaps 
the most probable, was, that it flowed from grief for the 
earl of Essex. She retained an extraoniinary regwd 
finr the memory of that unfortunate nobleman ; and 
dkough she often complained of his obstinacy, seldom 
mentioned his name without tesrs.' An accident hiq>- 
pened soon after her retiring to Richmond, which ht- 
vived her affection with new tenderness, and iabittered 

* Birch, Men. ii. 505. 
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her sorrows. The countess of Nottingham, being on her 
death-bed, desired to see the queen, in order to rev^ 
something to hur> without discovering which, she could 
not die in peai^ When the queen came into her cham-, 
ber, she told her, thut while Eiwex lay under sentence of 
death, he was desirous of imploring pardon in the m|imer 
which the queen herself jbad prescribed, by returning a 
ring, which during the height of his favour .she had 
given him, widi a promise that if, in any future distress, 
he sent that back to her as a token, it should entitle him 
to her protection ; that lady Scropc was the person he 
intended to employ in order to present it ; Uiat, by a 
mistake, it was put into her hands instead of lady 
Scropc’s ; and, that she having coinmuuiciitcd the mut- 
ter to her husband, one of Essex's must implacable ene- 
mies, he had forbid her eitlicr to carry the ring to tlie 
queen, or to return it to the earl. The countess having 
thus disclosed her secret, begged the queen’s furgivc- 
ncss : but Elizabeth, who now saw butli the malice of 
the carl's enemies, and how unjustly she bad suspected 
him of inflexible obstinacy, replied, “ God may forgive 
you, but 1 never can and left the room in great emo- 
tion.'* From that moment, her spirit sunk aitirely ; she 
could scarce taste food ; she refused all the medicines 
prescribed by her physicians ; declaring that she wished 
to die, and would live no longer. No entreaty could 

k 11113 aiircdote concerning Eluabctfa wkr fir*! imblikhed b}f Oihorne, Mciu« oi 
Kill. p. *Z3 ’f is coofimiod by the tetUmon^jf of l>c Maurier. Mem. iGO, ind bj tbi 
traditioiml evideiicc of Ud^ EUzabofh Spcliniii, pu bibbed bjr I>r. nircb, Negoc. 
106. Camden mentioDt U 10 qoeeo • grief for Kumx’i death a» one of ibe caovea ol 
her melancholj. Soiae original napen remain, wbicif prove that thif wot coreinool^ 
beiiered at the time. Birch, Mem. ti. 506* Kaacx, liowever, bad been beheaded 
two yemn before her death, and there Memi to have been oq othtf reaMn, but lhal 
which we hate assined, wbv her aorrowt tbottld rcrive widi »e, macb violence at »f 
gicat a dbusce ofBeie. As the death of the coontcka of Kotlinj^am happened 
about a furtuiglit before the qucen*a death, the colncidcaoc. of fnete events, u>- 

E ither with the otherevidenoc meittiooedf adds so macb pnaVebilitj to the atoi^ re- 
led by Osbomey as wiU entitle it to $fkce iu hiiloi^* The onijf objection to Uir 
account tvelmve given of Eliabeib’a atfachonmf to £••«, arliea from her great age. 
At the ^ of 68^ the amoruua patsiont are commonlv abondantJy cool, and the vjo- 
Innoe of all the paMNnis, except one, ia much abated. 3tit the Ibsoa of iIihi otijec- 
hImi h emin$y amoved by an autboc who has UhiUnM many pamagex in iiit 
JEHiditU Ifiatory, and adorned more. Catidogpit of Royal and Robic Author^ 
ArTtplehjaa. 
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pi«v^ on her to ^ I# on ensigns, dur- 

ingW(clay8 and nights, p^sii^»^s^€t»t» Riding her 
finger ji^bnost contiiit^si^ in h^ monSl^TOth, her eyes 
^open, 4A, ^ on 1^; grojrad. Ti^nfy thing to 
which 8^ 8665^ gire any a^tjon, acts 

of i^otion pi^onned in hef^4?4“®“*^^y 

bi|h4 of Canteirhi^ j and m thtee fhe joped with 
great appterance 4 fervour, tit as well • 
by anguish of mind, as. by Id% absthi^cie, she expired, 
vdthottt a struggle, on Thursday, the day of Mardi, 

in the seventiefii year of her age, and in .the forty-fifth , 
of her reign.^ , 

Hw Foreigners often accuse the English of indif- 
f!»ence and disrespect towards their princes ; 
but without reason. No people are more grateful than ' 
they to those ^onarebs who merit their gratitude. The 
names of Edward III. and Henry Y. are mentioned by 
the Eo^b of this, age with the same warmth u they 
were by those who shared in the blessings and splen- 
dour of their reigns. The memory of Elizabeth is still 
idored in England. The historians of that kingdom, 
after celebrating her love of her people ; her sagacity 
in discerning their true interest* her steadiness in pur- 
suing it; her wisdom in the choice of her ministers.; 
the glory Ihe acquired by arms; the tranquillity she 
secured to her subjects ; and the increase of fame, of 
riches, and of .commerce, which were the fruits of all 
these; jusdy rank her among the most illustrious 
princes. Even the defects in h^ chara(^,they observe, 
were not of a kind pernicious to her peo^e; Her ex- 
cessive frugality was not accompanied widi the' love of 
hoarding ; ' t&d, though it prevented,:some greatfmder- 
takings, and rendered the success of others incomplete, 
it introduced economy into her administration, and ex-* :^ 
empted the nation from many burdi^ whicl^ a monwreh, 
more profuse or more enterprising, must have inqNMied^^ 

> Ctnd. Bach, ll««. U. SOS. .Pucli, Sifaie.90& Slijpc, fa.SrS. 
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slowirt^s it^rellifViDg servants sometimes i^- 
cogged useCw ^bt it prorated the undeserving 

from acqtiirii^lpBIwer and weidth','’to irlicli they had 
no tide. He^cbei^ JealoD^>of tho^ pcinees who 
pretended t^pispuh^er right to tlt^ dl^ern,' ^ her to 
take such pr«^ntioni> aa^tended no lesl^to the 
safety, th^. to her own ;^d to court the afff|^n8 of 
her peopl^ aB.tite firmest support of her thron^S Such is 
the picture wUiclii the English draw of this great (peelEk , 
Whoever undertakes to write the history of ScotIand^ 
finds himself obliged, frequently, to view her in a very 
different, uud in a less amiable 1 ight. ' Her authority in , 
tliat kingdom, during the greater part of her reign, wsis 
little inferior to that which she possessed iiVhcr own. 
But this authority, acquired at first by a service of great 
importance to the nation, she exercised in a manner 
extremely pernicious to its happiness. »y her industry 
in fomenting the rage of the two contending factions ; 
by supplying the one with partial aid ; by feeding the 
other with false hopes ; by balancing their power so. . 
artfully, that each of them was able to distress, and 
neither of them to subdue the other ; she rendered Scot- 
land long the seat of discord, confusionj and bloodhhed ; 
and her craft and intrigues, eU’ectiug what the. val^iur of her. 
ancestors could not nccoinplisli, reduced that kingdom 
tp a state of dependence on England. The maxims of 
policy, often little consonant to those of moraUty, may, 
perhaps, justify ,thfe conduct But- no apology can be 
offered for her behaviour to queen Mary ; a seem: of 
dissimulation'vHthout necessity ; and ofseverity beyond 
example. In almost all her other actions, Eliz^th is the 
object of bur highest, admiration ; in this we must allow . 
Hdtat she not only laid 'asi4e the magnwimity which be- 
cn^e a queenl'^t the feel'mgs natural to a woman. 
jani^W Though Elizabeth would never permit toe 
Question concerning the riglft of succ^ibn to 
. tile (-rowD to be determined in padiaiibeut ; nor 
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^lare her own sentimentseoncerning a point which she 
wished to remain w impenetrable mystery ; she had, 
however, formed no design of excluding the Scottish 
king from, ap inheritance to which his title was un- 
doubted. A short time before her deaths she broke the 
silence which she had so long preserved on that sub- 
ject, and told Cecil and the lord admiral, “ That her 
throne was the tlirone of kings ; that she Would have 
no mean person to ascend it, and that her cousin the 
king of Scots should be her successor.” This she con- 
firmed on her death-bed. As soon as she breathed her 
last, the lords of the privy-council proclaimed James 
king of England. All the intrigues carried on by fo- 
reigners in favour of the infanta, all the cabals formed 
within die kingdom to support the titles of lady Ara- 
' bella and die earl of Hartford, disappeared in a moment'; 
the nobles and people, forgetting their ancient hostili- 
ties with Scotland, and their aversion for the dominion 
of strangers, testified dieir satisfaction with louder ac- 
clamations than were usual at the accession of their 
native princes. Amidst diis tumult of joy, a motion 
made by a few patriots, who proposed to prescribJ* some 
conditions to the successor, and to exact from him the 
redress of some grievances, before they called him to 
the dirone, was scarcely heard ; and Cecil, by stifling 
it, added to his stock of merit with his new master. Sir 
Charles Percy, brother of the earl of Northumberland, 
and Thomas ^merset, the earl of Worcester’s son, were 
dispatched to Scodand, with a letter to the king, signed 
by all the peers and privy-counsellors then in London ; 
informing him of die queen’s death, of his accession to 
the throne, of their care to recognise his tide, and of 
the universal iqiplause with which the public proclama- 
tion of it had been attended. They miide the utmost 
baste to 'deliver this welcome message ;'but were pre- 
vented by the zeal of Sir Robert Carey, lord Hutuidon’s 
youngest son, who, setting out a few hours after Elizu- 
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both s i^^ived at Ediabitf^h <m Saturday nigbt, 

just as the king bad grme to bed. He was iinmcdi* 
ately adiDittedj|iAD the royal i^artment, and kneeling 
by the king's Im, acquainted bim with >death of 
Elizabeth, tainted lam king of England, Scotland, 
France, and Itebnd ; wd as a token ^ fhe tiiutli oflhe 
intelligence which he brought, presented him a ring, 
which his sistmr, kdy Scrape, had taken from the queen’s 
finger after her death. James heard him with a decent 
composure. But as Carey was oifly a private messen-* 
ger, the informatiuii which he brought was not made 
public, and the king kept his apartment till the arrival 
of Percy and Somerset, Then his titles were solemnly 
proclaimed ; and his own subjects expressed no less 
joy, than the English, at this increase of his dignity. 
As his presence was absolutely necessary in England, 
where the people were extremely impatient to see their 
new sovereign, he prepared to set out for that kingdom 
without delay. He appointed his queen to follow him 
within a few weeks. He committed the government of 
Scotland to his privy-council. He intrusted the cure 
of his children to different noblemen. On tlie Sunday 
before his departure, he repaired to the cliun'li of St. 
Giles, and after hearing a sermon, in which the pr«!Uclior 
displayed the greatness of the divine goodness in rais- 
ing him to the throne of such a pow'erhil kingdom with- 
out opposition or bloodshed, and exhorted him to ex- 
press his ggatiUide, by promoting, to the utmost, the 
happiness and prosperity of his subjects ; the king rose 
up, and addressing himself to the people, made many 
professions of unalterable afiection towards them; pro- 
mised to visit Scotiwd frequently ; assured them that 
his Scottish subjects, notwithstanding his absence, 
dbould feel that he was their native prince, no less 
than when he resided among tliem ; and might still trust 
that his ears should be always open to their petitions, 
whiefi hearould answer with the alacrity and love xjf a 
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parent, 'fiis words were in^rrupted by |he tears 
^H^jbe whole aadience ; .who, thobgh they exulted at 
the king’s piro^wity, were mdted into sorrow by, these 
tender* decl^'etioiis}^ r* 

xatoRM- ' On the<.5th of JLpril he began l^s jofirney, 
(te ^n« nunj^us train ; and 

'next^ida^f he entered Berwick. Wherever he 
come, immerse multitudes were assembled to welcome 
hw; and thtprinclpal persons in the differetit counties 
tip:oujg;h whjdH he 'passed, displayed ^tlleir wealth 
and magnificenOe in entertainments prepared for him 
at their houses. Elizabeth had reigned so long in. 
England, tiiat most of her subjects remembered no other 
court but h'ers, and their notions of the manners and 
.decorums suita|>le to a prince were formed upon what 
i they had observed there. It was natural to apply this 
standard to the behaviour and actions of their new 
monarch, and to compare him, at first sight, with the 
queen, on whose throne he was to be placed. James, 
whose manners, were extremely difierent from hers, 
suffered by the comparison. He had not tliat flo.wing . 
affability, by which Elizabeth captivated, the hearts of 
her ptwplc ; aift, though easy among a few whom he 
lovea,^his indolence could not bear the fatigue of ren- 
dering himself agreeable to a mixed multitude. He 
was no less a stranger to that dignity with which Eliza- 
beth teihpered her familiarity. And, instead of that 
well-judged frugality with which ^e conferred titles 
of honour)' he bestowed them with an undistinguishing 
profusion, that rradered them no longer maiks of dis-- 
.itinction, o^r rewa^s of merit But these wm-^the re- 
.fltKtkms w'^'e few alone f the multitudel^m^ued^ 
their ^lotoiitiOns; and, amidst th|!i|(^ Jem^ entered 
liOndoil on- the fth of May, amd tcjiy {^m^le pos- 
,ees^n of the throi^^^ JSngli^.' ^ 

Thus wei^ 'iinitod two kingdoms, divided 
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from the earnest accoaitt^i of time, but dcstineil, by 
their sitnatbhi to form one great monarchy. By this 
junction of its whole native force, Grmt Britain hadi 
risen to an eminence and authority In Eifropi^ which 
England and Scotland, while separate, could never 
have attained; • , 

The Scots had so long 'Iconsideraa their 
the revolu- raonarchs as next heirs to tlie English throne, 
l!!?.',;'.".!!!- that they had full leisure to reflect pa,all the 
consequences of their being. a4viUicea«to that 
acenrioo of dignity. But, da/zled with Uie glory of giving 
jaiiH-i VI. ^ sovereign to their powerful enemy, relying 
on tlie partiality of their native prince, and in fidl ex- 
pectation of sharing liberally in the wealth and honours 
which he would now be able to bestow, they atUuided 
little to the most obvious comscquencus of that great 
event, and rejoiced at his accession to tlic throne of 
England, as if it had been no less beneiicial to the 
kingdom, than honourable to the king. They soon had 
reason, however, to adopt very different seutinients; and 
from that period we may date a total alteration in the 
political constitution of Scotland. 

. The feudal aristocracy, which had been subverted 
in most nations of Europe by the policy of their princes, 
or had been undermined by the progress of coinnierce, 
still subsisted witli full force in Scotland. Many causes 
bad contributed gradually to augment the power of tlie 
Scottish nobles ; and even the Reformation, which, ui 
every other cohntiy where it prevailed, added to the 
authority, of the monarch, had. increased their weafrh 
and. infipence. A king possessed of a sniall reveope, 
' with a ^rogative extremely limited, and iiiisupported 
by a stewing army, could not exercise pipefr authority 
nver such jiiptent subjects. He was pb^^ed to govern 
by expeliillla ; and the la^s dpftvpd their force not 
from bispppnrir to execute tbem^but from tiie voluntary 
submissi^ of the nobles. But though this produced 
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a spectea extremeJy |?^Ie atid irregnlar; 

though Sc^a^, anjjef % lame, all the out- 

wart ensi^s dF a inon^cliy, was really subject to an 
aristocracy, the not altogether unhappy; 

and, even in Ihis T?jld form W a constitution, ftece were 
‘ princ^es which tended to tiieir secpii^ and advantage. 

: The king, cheeky jmd overawed by the nobles, titirst 
• venture up%no act of arbitrary power. The nobles, 
jealous bC A^ing^yrhose claims and pretensions were 
n^ny, 'jthough-Jii| power was small, wa^’^afraid of 
irntating th^ir dependants by unreasonable exactions, 
and tempered tiie rigour of aristocratical tynmny, with 
a mildness and equality to |rhich it is naturally a 
stranger: da l^ng as the mili^y genius of the feudal 
government remained in vigour, the vassals both of the 
\5r0wn iwd of t^ barons were generally not only free 
from oppression, but were courted by their superiors, 
whqae power and idlportance were founded on thair 
attachment and Jove. 

But, by his accession to the throne of England, 
James .p^uired' such an immense accession of wealth, 
of poWw, ^d of splendour, that the nobles, astonished 

it vain to, struggle for pri- 
vileg^lwhich they were now unable to defend. Nor 
was it from fear alone that they submitted to the yoke; 
James, partial to hia countrymen, and willing that they 
should partake in his good fortune, loaded them with 
richdf and honours; and the hopejf hn favour con- 
curred with the dread of his pow^ in taming their 
fierce mlid independent spirits. The 'mil of tin prince 
bfecame the supreiike law in j^cotland; and fi^uobles 
strove, with '^tiation, whqi should most ^^^icitiy 
obey co^aods which they |tad foitaijiy hera accus- 
tCMued to'bont^n# Satisfiednritii haadog ira^p<»tpd the 
nobles to the ciOwn^^ k^Jcft posses- 

«|K!iMt ovel thew own vassals. 

Th^tensive rights,.y08fed in. a feudal chirf, became 
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in their bands dreadful instrunietjkto of oppremou, and 
the military ideas, on which thdfejnghfs were founded, 
being gradually tost or disregudra, iidifGini| remtuiicd 
to correct or to mitigate ^e^gepi^ith which they 
were exercised. The nobllt^ exhaui^ng dieirdbrtunes 
by the expense of frequent attendance upon the Eaglish 
court, and by attempts to fanitatc manners and 
luxury of their more wealthy neighbours,' ipultiplied 
exactions upon the people, who durst hain^y *^^r coin->- 
plaints which they knew would ueyef .reach ^e (i|tr 
of their sov^ign, nor move him to grant them any 
dress. From the union of the crowns to the revolution 
in 1688, Scotland wail'|daced) in a political, situation, 
of all others the most sli^lar and the most unhappy; 
subjected at once to the absolute will of a monarch, 
and to the oppressive jurisdiction of dfi aristocracy, it 
suffered all the miseries peculiar to both these forms of 
government. Its kings were despotic; its nbblos wore 
slaves and tyrants ; and the people groaned hnder the 
rigorous domination of botli. 

During this period, the nobles, it is true, made oiu* 
effort to shake off the yoke, and to regain their ancient 
independence. After .the death of Ja^es, the Scottish 
nation was no longer viewed by our iiionarclp with 
any partial affection. Charles 1., educated among tho 
English, discovered no peculiar attachmoi>t to the king- 
dom of which he. was a native. Th<; nobles, |»erce.iv- 
ing the sceptr^to,^^ now in hands less frii'ndly, and 
swayed by a prince with whom they had • little con- 
nexion, over whose counsels they bad little inflnence, 

no longqF submitted witli the same ii^licit obedieucrii' 
1 Provotio^Jby some encroachments of the iuhtg on 
order, nnd applidtoouve of others, the reumio^ of tii^r 
ancient ^pi^t to appear. They complained and 
remonstnil^^ The people «t the same time, 

violently dmg^usted at the ii^MVidimss in religion, tiie 
nobles secretly lightened this dUgimt; and their aM- 
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|t in both kingdoms; a^ after many 

weirfcdo 


ildtions, trhifch are weff^'kdbwn, the 
5, #K!pr first began thai^^ar, were ii^olved 
'ruin with lh§^ throne. At the restoration, 
linedifull posse^on of the royal pre- 
Stland ; add the nobles, whose estates 
oi^eir spirit broken, by the calamities to 
which wey bad .hi^ exposed, were less able and less 
,wi|Jing TOu eyeri"d[) re|(st the power of the crown. 
During and that, of James VII. the dictates 

tmonatj^^ere received in Scotland with the most 
The poverty to which many of the 
^'f^hced, rendered tliem meaner slaves and 
et^bitltyrants than ever." The people, always 
'iTere now odious, and loaded. with every 
on account of their attachment to religious 
and political prmdples, extremely repugnant to those 
add^dby their princes. 

Ttw revolption introduced oth^ raycims into the 
^veiiamentofScodaod. To incr^^e ^ author!^ of 
the pijftbe, Or to seciire thepri^ei 




rfi) the sple object of our 

'of W M Coale were hardly 
^d, or .unknown. Attehl 
wai^Whe paid^ the wdfare pi 
claim^ tight fikfii 


Wof -#»r re] 



[bles^had 
TTie 

L,srere^^- 
inddor- ’ 
By the 
,?^d the 
they 


ially aequired pew- weighFand .coirsiderattcm in 



^OR irni,: 24i 

pailiaaicDt As th«gr dune to ei^y more end 

greater powe^ ‘^ir minds bt^an to open, and to fprm 
more extensive plaiu of conupaerc^ of industry, and of 
police. But die aristocrs^cal’ spirit, wbicb still pre- 
dominated, toge&'er with ndny other acmdent^ retarded 
the ifhprovement and happiness of the nation. 

, Ancilher 'great event completed whiit the' Revolution 
had begun. The political pdwer of the po^es, already 
broken by the union of the two crowns, was 'almost 
annihilated by the ‘union of the two kingdoms. Instead 
of making a part, as formerly, of thn supreme assembly 
of the nation, instead of bearing the most considerable 
sway there, the peers of Scodand arc admitted into the 
British parliament by their representatives only, and 
form but an inconsiderable part of one of those bodies 
in which the legislative authority is vested. They them- 
selves are excluded absolutely from the house of com- 
mdns, and even their eldest sons are not permitted to 
represent their countT3rmen in that august assembly. 
Nor have their feudal privileges remained, to copipen- 
sate for this extinction of their political authcfi^. As 
commerce advanced in its progress, and government 
attained nearer to perfection, these well insensibly cir- 
cumscribed, and at last, by laws no less salutary to the 
public than fatal to the nobles, they have been almt^t 
totally abolished. As the nobles were deprn cd of power, 
the people acquired liberty. Exempted from burdens, 
to which they werpformerly subject, screened from op- 
pression to which they had been long exposed, and 
adopted ipto a constitution, whose genius and laws 
" Were more liberal than their own, they have extended 
dieit cat^dtotoe, refined their manners, made i^ptofke- 
ments in' the elegances of life, and cultivated arts 
and sdences. 

This sotvey of the political- stpRe of Bcotlaad, in 
which events and their causes have beeh mentioned 
rather than developed, enables us In point out three 
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eras, from each of which we may date some grestt altera- 
tion in. one or other of the three different members of 
which ihe supreme legislative assembly in our constitu- 
tion is composed. At their accession to the throne of 
England, the kings of Scotland, once the most limited, 
became, in -an instant, the most absolute princes in 
Europe, and exercised a despotic 'authority, which their 
parliaments were unable to control, or their nobles to 
resist. At the union of the two kingdoms, the feudal 
aristocracy, whicl^ had subsisted -sb many ages, and 
with power., so exorbitant, was overturned, and the 
Scottish nobles, having surrendered rights and pre- 
eminences peculiar to their order, reduced themselves 
to a condition, which is no longer the terror and envy 
of other subjects. Since the union, the commons, an- 
ciently neglected by their kings, and seldom courted 
by the nobles, have emerged into dignity ; andj being 
admitted to a participation of all the privileges which 
the English had purchased at the expense of so much 
bloo^^ must now be deemed a body not less consider- 
able in the one kingdom, than they have long been in 
4be other. « 

• The church felt the effects of the absolute power 
which the king acquired by his accession ; and its re- 
volutions,' too, are worthy of notice. James, during 
the latter years of his administration in Scotland, had 
revived the name and office of bishops. But they pos- 
sessed no ecclesiastical jurisdiction or pre-eminence ; 
their revenues were inconsiderable, and they -were 
scarcely distinguished by any thing but by their seat 
in parliament, and- by being the object of the clei^gy’s 
jealousy, and the people’s hatreds The kingy delighted 
with the splendour and authority which the English 
bishops enjoyed, end eager to raect a union in the 
■ecclesiastical policy, which be had, in vain^ attempted 
in the citil'govemmmit of the two kingdoms, resolved 
to bring both chhrches' to an exact conformity with 
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eack odiw. Three. Scotsmen were consecrated bishc^ 
- at London. From them their brethren were com* 
manded to r^eive orders. Ceremonies unkno\m in 
Scotland were imposed ; and though the clergy, less 
obsequious &an the nobles, boldly opposed these imio* 
vatiohs, James, long practised and well-skilled in the 
arts of managing them, obtoined at length their com- 
pliance. But Charles I., a superstitious pmce, unac- 
quainted with the genius of the Scots, imprudent and 
precipitant in all the measures he pursued in that king- 
dom, pressing too eagerly the recephon of the English 
liturgy, and indiscreetly attempting a resumption of 
church lands, kindled the flames of civil war ; and the 
people being left at liberty to . indulge tlicir own wishes, 
the episcopal church was overturned, and the presby- 
terian government and discipline were re-established 
with new vigour. Together with monarchy, episcopacy 
was restored in Scotland. A form of government, so 
odious to the people, required force to uphold it ; and 
though not only the whole rigour of authority, but all 
the barbarity of persecution, were employed in its 
support, the aversion of the nation was insurmountable, 
and it subsisted with difficulty. At th<r Revolution, the 
inclinations of the people were thought worthy the at- 
tention of the legislature, the pre&byterian government 
was again established, and, being ratified by the union, 
is still maintained in the kingdom. 

Nor did the influence of the accession extend to the 
civil and ecclesiastical constitutions alone ; the g<mius 
of the nation, its taste and spirit, things of a nature 
still more delicate, were sensibly affected by that event. 
When l&ming revived in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries, all modem languages were in a state ex- 
tremely Imharous, devoid of elegance, of vigour, and 
even of penhpicuity. No author thought of writing in 
language so ' ill adapted to -express and, embellish his 
sentiments, or of erecting a work for. immortality with 

a 2 
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such rude and penshable materials^ As the spirit, which 
prevailed at that time, did not owe its rise to any oiri^ 
ginal effort of the human mind, but was ejccited chiefly 
by admiration of the ancients, which beg^n then to be 
studied with attention in every part of Europe, their 
compositions were deemed not only the standards of 
taste and of sentiment, but of style ; and even the lan- 
guages in which they wrote were thought to be pecur 
liar, and almost consecrated to learning and the muses. 
Not only the mani^r of the ancients was imitated, but 
their language was adopted ; and extravagant as the 
attempt msy appear to write in a dead tongue, in which 
men were not accustomed to think, and which they 
could not speak, or even pronounce, the success of it 
was astonishing. As they formed their style upon the 
purest models; as they were uninfected with those 
barbarisms, which the inaccuracy of familiar conversa- 
tion, the affectation of courts, intercourse with strangers, 
and a thousand other causes, introduce into living lan- 
guages ; many moderns have attained to a degree of 
elegance in their Latin compositions, which the Romans 
themselves scarce possessed beyond the limits of the 
Augustan age. While this was almost the only species 
of composition, and all authors, by using one common 
language, could be brought tp a nearer comparison, the 
Scottish writers were not inferior to those of any other 
nation. The happy genius of Buchanan, equally formed 
to exc^ in prose and in verse, more various, more ori- 
ginal, and more elegant,* than that of almost any other 
modem who writes in Latin, reflects, with regard to 
this particular; the greatest lustre on his country. 

But the labour attending the study of a dead tongue, 
was iriuome; the unequd return for their industry 
which authors met with, who could be read and ad- 
mirnd only within the narrow cimle of the learned, was 
mortifying t and men, instead of wasting hl^f thfeir lives 
in learning the language of the Romans, began to re- 
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fine V and to polish dieir own. The modern tongnes 
were found to be susceptible of beauties and graces, 
which, if /rot .equal to those of the ancient ones, were 
at least more attainable. The Italians having first set 
the example, Latin was no longer used in works of 
taste] it was confined to books of science.; and the 
politer nations have banished it even from thede. The 
ScotSj we may presume, would have had no cause to 
regret this change in the public taste, and would still 
have been able to maintain some quality with other 
nations, in their pursuit of literary honour. The English 
and Scottish languages, derived from the same sources, 
were, at die end of the sixteenth century, in a state 
nearly similar, differing from one another somewhat in 
orthography, though not only the words, but the idioms, 
were much the same^ The letters of several Scottish 
statesmen of that age are nut inferior in elegance, or in 
purity, to those of the English ministers with whom 
they corresponded. Jamos himself was master of a 
style far from contemptible ; and by his example and 
encouragement, the Scottish language might have kept 
pace with the English in refinement. Scotland might 
have had a series of authors in its oWn, as well as in 
the Latin language, to boa.st of ; and the improvements 
in taste, in tlie arts, and in the sciences, which spread 
over the other polished nations of Europe, would not 
have been unknown there. 

But, at the very time when other nations were be* 
ginning to drop the use of Latin in works of taste, and 
to make trial of the strength and compass of their own 
languages, Scotland ceased to be a kingdom. The 
'^transports of joy, which the accession at first ooca- 
sioned, were soon over ; and the Scots, being at once 
deprived of all the objects that refine fir animate a 
people ; of the presence of their prince, of the con* 
course pf nobles, of the splendour and elegance of a 
court, a universal dejection, of spirit seems to have 
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seized the nation. The court being withdrawn, no do- 
mestic standard of propriety and correctness of speech 
remained ; the few compositions that Scotland pro- 
duped were tried by tiie English standard, and ev^ 
Word or phrase that varied in the least from that, was 
condemned as barbarous whereas, if the two nations 
had continued distinct, each might have retained idioms 
and forms of speech peculiar to itself and these, ren- 
dered fashionable by the example' of a court, and sup- 
ported by the authority of writers of reputation, might 
have been viewed in the same light with the varieties 
occasioned by the different dialects in the Greek 
tongue; they even tnight have been considered as 
beauties ; and, in many cases, might have been used 
promiscuously by the authors of both nations. But, by 
the accession, the English naturally became the sole 
judges and lawgivers in language, and rejected as 
solecisms every form of speech to which their ear was 
not accustomed. Nor did the Scots, while the inter- 
course between the two nations was inconsiderable," 
and ancient prejudices were still so violent as to pre- 
vent imitation, possess the means of ^fining their own 
tongue according to the puri^ of the English standard. 
On the contrary, new corruptions flowed into it from 
every different source. The clergy of Scotland, in that 
age, were more eminent for piety than for learning; 
and though there did not arise many authors among 
them, yet being in possession of the privilege of dis- 
coursing publicly to the people, and. their sermons be- 
ing too long, and perhaps too frequent, such has^pro- 

B A reroukable proof of Uie little intercooiM between the English and Scot^ 
before the union of the erownt* ^ to be found in two ourious pnpers, one pabUshcd 
bv HajneSf.the other by Strype. Iq the year 1.W7, Eliaabe^ commanded the 
bubop of Londpn to take a survey of all the strangers irithin the cities of London 
and w^tminsteTf -<By this report, which is minnte, it appears that the whole 
number of Scots at that time was fifty-eight. Haynes, 4jUf» A surrey of the same 
XtPd vraa made by SirThomas Bow, lord-mayor, A. D. 1568. The number of Scots 
had thenincreasea to eighty-eight. Stiype,ir. Supplement, No. L On thnacoession 
of James, a consldefalilo^mbtf of Scots, especially of dm higher rank; reaortad to 
England i l^ut it waa not' lUi the nnui^tliet^the intciccarie bef ween the two Idogdoms 
beceidi greet 
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ductions coid4 not be elegant, and many aloyenly and 
incorrect modea^of expression may be traced back to 
that original. The pleadings of lawyers were equally 
loose and iimccurate, and that profession having fur- 
nished more authors, and the matters of which they 
treat mingling daily in common discourse and business, 
many of those vicious forms of speech, which are de- 
nominated Scotticism, have been introduced by them 
into the language. Nor did either the language or 
public -taste receive any improvement in parliament, 
where a more liberal and more correct eloquence might 
have been expected. All business was transacted there 
by the lords of articles, and tliey were so servilely de- 
voted to the court, that few debates arose, and, prior 
to the Revolution, none were conducted with the spirit 
and vigour natural to a popular assembly. 

Thus, during the whole seventeenth century, tlie Eng- 
lish were gradually refining their language and their 
taste ; in Scotland the former was much debased, and 
the latter almost entirely lost. In the beginning of that 
period, both nations were emerging out of barbarity ; 
but the distance between them, which was then incon- 
siderable, became, before the end of it, immense. Even 
after science had once dawned upon them, the Scots 
seemed to be sinking back into ignorance and obscu- 
rity ; and active and intelligent as they naturally arc, 
they continued, while other nations were eager in the 
pursuit of fame and knowledge, in a state of languor. 
This, however, must be iipputed to the unhappiness of 
their political situation, not to any defect of genius; 
for no sooner was the one removed in any degree, than 
the other began to display itself. The act abolishing 
the power of the lords of articles, and other salutary 
laws passed at the Revolution, haying introduced free- 
dom of debate into the Scottish parliament, eloquence, 
with all ^ arts that accompany or perfect it, became 
immediate objects of attention; and the example of'' 
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Fletcher of Salton alone is sufficient to shew that the 
Scots were still capable of generous sentiments, and, 
notwithstanding some peculiar idioms, Were able, to 
express themselves with energy and with elegance. 

At length the union having incorporated the two 
nations, and rendered them one people, the distinctions 
which had subsisted for many ages gradually weat 
away; peculiarities disappear; the same manners pre- 
vail in both parts of the island ; the same authors are 
read and admired; the same entertainments are fre- 
quented by the elegant and polite; and the same 
standard of taste and of purity in language, is esta- 
blished. The Scoots, after being placed, during a whole 
century, in a situSition no less fatal to the liberty than 
to the taste and genius of the nation, were at once put 
in possession of privileges more valuable than those 
which their ancestors had formerly enjoyed ; and every 
obstruction that had retarded their pursuit, or prevented 
their acquisition, of literary fame, was totally removed. 
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CRITICAL DISSERTATION 

C:ONCK«!nKO 

THE MURDEE OF KING IIENlftr, 

AKD 

THE GENUINENESS OF THE QUEEN'S tKPTBRS 
TO BOTHWKLL. 


It is not my intention to engafifc in all the controversies 
to which. the murder of king Henry, or the letters from 
queen Mary to Bothwell, have given rise ; far less to 
appear as an. adversary to any particular author, who 
hath treated of them. To repeat and to expose all the 
ill-founded assertions, witli regard to tliese points, which 
have flowed from inattention, from prejudice, from par- 
tiality, from malevolence, and from dishonesty, would 
be no lesd irksome to myself, than unacceptable to most 
of my readers. All I propose is, to assist others in 
forming some judgment concerning the facts in dispute, 
by stating the proofs produced on each side, witli as 
much brevity as the case will admit, and with the same 
attention and impartiality which I have endcavourerl to 
exercise in examining other controverted points in tlic 
Scottish history. 

In order to account for the king’s murder, two dif- 
ferent systems have been formed. The one .supposes 
Bothwell to have contrived and executed, this crime. 
The other imputes it to the earls of Murray, Morton, 
and their party. 

The decision of many controverted facts in history, 
is a rather of curiosity than of use. Tliey stand 

detachea ; and whatever we determine with regard to 
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Aeoi; tiie fabric of the story, remains untouched. , vBut 
the under disjpute in this' place is a fundamental 
and ^essential one, and according to the opinion which 
an bintorian adopts with regard to>.it, he must vary and 
^iqpbse the whole of his subsequent narration.. An 
histcfical system may be tried in two different Ways, 
whether it be consistent with probability, and whether 
it be supported by proper evidence. 

Thoso who charge the king’s murder upon Bothwell, 
argue in the following manner ; and, though their rea- 
sonings have been mentioned already in different parts 
of the narrative, it is necessary to repeat them here. 
(Mary’s love for Darnley, say they^ was a sudden and 
youthful passion. The beauty of his person, set off by 
some external frivolous accomplishments, was his chief 
merit, and gained her affections. His capricious temper 
soon raised r in the queen a disgust, which broke, out on 
different occasions.* His engaging in the conspiracy 
against Rizio, converted, this disgust into an antipathy, 
which she was at no pains to conceal. This breach was, 
perhaps, in its own nature irreparable ; the. king cer- 
tainly wanted that art and condescension which alone 
could have repaired it. It widened every day, and a 
deep and settled hatred effaced all remains of affection. 
Bothwell observed this, and was prompted by ambition, 
and perhaps by love, to found uppn it a scheme, which 
proved fatal both to the queen and to himself. He had 
served Mary at different times widi fidelity and success. 
He insinuated himself into her favour,, by address, and 
by flattery. By degrees he gained her heart. , In order 
to gratify his love, or at least his ambition, it was ne- 
cessary to get rid of the king. M^iy had rejected the 
proposal which, it is saidy had been made tp her for ob- 
taining a divorce. . The king was equally hated by the 
.partisans of the house of Hamilton, a considerable party 
in the kingdom by Murray, one. of the, most powerful 
and popular persons in his coui ^ ; by Mortbfi imd his 
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associates, whom he had deceived, and whom Bothwell 
had bound to his interest by a recent favour. Among 
the people Damley was fallen under extreme contempt. 
Bothwell might expect, for all these reasons, tltat the 
murder of the king would pass widiout any inquiry, and 
might trust to Mary’s love, and to his own address and 
good fortune, for the accomplishment of the rest of his 
wishes. What Bothwell expected really came to pass. 
Maty, if not privy herself to the design, connived at an 
action which rid her of a man whom she had such good 
reason to detest. A few months after the murder of her 
husband, she married the person who was both suspected 
and accused of having perpetrated that odious crime. 

Those who charge the guilt upon Murray and his 
party, reason in this manner: Murray, they say, was a 
man of boundless ambition. Notwithstanding the ille- 
gitimacy of his birth, he had early formed a dc.sign of 
usurping the crown. On the queen's return into Scot- 
land, he insinuated him-sclf into her favour, and en- 
grossed the whole power into his own hands, lie set 
himself against every proposal of marriage which was 
made to her, lest his own chance of succeeding to the 
crown should be destroyed. He liated Darnley, and 
was no less hated by him. In order to be revenged 
on him, he entered into a sudden friendship with Both- 
well, his ancient and mortal enemy. He encouraged 
him to assassinate Henry, by giving him hopes of marry- 
ing the queen. All this was done with a design to 
throw upon the qneen herself the imputation of being 
accessary to the murder, and, under that pretext, to de- 
stroy Bothwell, to depose and imprison her, and to seitse 
the sceptre which he had wrested out of her hands. 

The former of these systems has an air of probability, 
is ponsistent with itself, and solves appearances. In the 
la;^, some assertions are false, some links are wanting 
in Ae chain, and effects appear, of which no sufficient 
cauiM is produced. Murray, on the queen’s return into 



0 N 

Scoililaad,ti6iryed_ her'wi^.^atfidllily, ti^d by ppu* 
dent d^oinifttotioii rendered ber so popnlaf) and so 
powerfulj as enabled her with ease to quash a -formid- 
able insurrection raised 1^ the par^ of which he was 
tbedeader in the year 1565. What motive could in- 
duce Murray to murder a prince without capacity, with- 
out followers, without influence over the nobles, whom 
the queen, by her neglect, had reduced to the lowest state 
of contempt, and who, after a long disgrace, had regained 
(according to the most favourable supposition) the pre- 
carious possession of her favour only a few days ^fore 
his deatM It is diflScult to conceive what Murray had 
to fear from the king’s life. It is still a more difiicult 
matter to guess what he could gain by his deaths If 
we suppose that the queen had no previous attachment 
to Bothwell, nothing can appear more chimerical than 
a scheme to persuade her to marry a man, whose wife 
was still alive, and who was not only suspected, but 
accused, of murdering her former husband. But that 
such a scheme should really succeed is still jnore ex- 
traordinary. — If Murray' had instigated Pothwell to 
commit the crime, or had himself been accessary to the 
commission of it, what hopes were there that Bothwell 
would silently bear from a fellow-criminal all the pro- 
secutions which he suffered, without ever retorting upon 
him the accusation, or revealing the whole scene of ini- 
quity? An ancient and deadly feud bad subsisted be- 
tween Murray and Bothwell ; the queen with difiiculty 
had brought ^em to some terms of agreement. But, is 
it probable, that Murray would choose an^enemy, to 
whom he had been so lately reconciled, for his confi- 
dant in the commission of such an atrocious crime ? Or, 
on the other hand, would it eV€r enter into the imagina- 
tion of a wise- man, first to taise his rival to supreme 
■power, in hopes that afterward he might render him 
odious, by accusing him of crimes which he had not 
comtoitted^ and, in consequence of this rutjust charge, 
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should be enabled to deprive him of that powet? ' The 
most adventurous politician never hazarded sudi a dan- 
gerous experiment. The most credulous folly ,pever 
trusted such an uncertain chance. 

How strong soever these general rcasti^^gs may ap- 
pear to be, it is not upon them alone that we'must deci^, 
but according to the particular evidence tlrnt is pro- 
duced. This we now proceed to examine. 

That Bothwell was guilty of dm king's murder, ap- 
pears, 1 . From the concurring testimony of all the con- 
temporary historians. -2. From the confession of those 
persons who suffered for assisting at the commission of 
the crime, and who entered into a minute detail of all 
its circumstances. Anders, ii. 105. 3. From the ac- 

knowledgment of Mary’s own commissioners, who allow 
Bothwell to have been one Of those who were guilty of 
this crime. Good. ii. 213. 4. From the express testi- 
mony of Lesly bishop of Ross, to the same cfl'cct with 
the former. Def. of Q. Mary’s Hon. And. i. 76. Id. iii. 
p. 31. 5. Morton, at his deatli, declared that Bothwell 
had solicited him, at different times, to concur in the 
conspiracy formed against the life of the king ; and that 
he was informed by Archibald Douglas, one of the con- 
spirators, that Bothwell was present at the murder. 
Crawf. Mem. App. 4. The letter from Douglas to the 
queen, which I have published in the Appendix, Vol. 
II. No. XLVIL, confirms Morton's testimony. (J. Lord 
Herrics promises, in his own name, and in the name of 
the nobles who adhered to the queen, that they would 
concur in punishing Bothwell as the murderer of tlic 
-king. Append. Vol II. No. XXIV, 

The most direct charge ever brought against Mur- 
ray is in these words of bishop Lesly : “ Is it unknown,” 
addressing himself to the earl of Murray, “ what the 
lord Herrin said to your face openly, even at your 
Qwn table, a few days after the murder was committed? 
Did he not cluurge you with the foreknowledge of tJie 
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same tiaurder ? Did he not, TiuUd circutione mas flatly 
nnti plainly burden you, tha,t riding in Fife, and com- 
ing ^th one of your most assured and trusty servants 
the nme daj ^wliereon you departed from Edinburgh, 
saiid.to hhi|, ;{ahong other talk, iThis night, ere morn- 
ing^,; lord Dj^ley shall lose his life?” Defench bf Q. 
Mary, Anders. iL 75. . Bnt the assertion of a man so 
heated with faction as Lesly, unless it were supported 
by proper evidence, is of little weight. The servant to 
whom Mtirray is said to have spoken these words, is 
not named nor the manner in which this secret con- 
versation was brought to light mentioned. Lord Her- 
ries was one of the most zealous advocates for Mary, 
and it is remarkable that, in all his negotiations at the 
court of England, he never once repeated this accusa- 
tion of Murray. In ansWering the challenge given 
him by lord Lindsay, Herries had a fair opportunity 
of mentioning Murray’s knowledge of the murder ; but 
though he openly accuses of that crime somo^of those 
who adhered to Murray^ he industriously; avoids any 
insinuation against Murray himself. Keith, Pref. xii. 
Mary herself, in conversation with Sir Francis KnoUes, 
accused Morton and Maitland of being privy tor the 
murder, but does not. mention Murray. And. iv. .55, 
When ^e bishop of Ross and lord Herries appeared 
before the'English council, January 11, 1569, they d&; 
dared themselves ready, in obedience to the queen’s 
cmnmand, to accuse Murray and his associates of being 
accessary to the murder, but “ they being also required^ 
wh^^^O^ .tbey, or any of tiiem, as of themselves,.would 
acdiiH the said earl in special, or any of his adherents^ 
or. thought them guilty thereof,” they answered; “ that 
they tobk God to witness that none of them did even 
know anything of the' conspiracy of that murder, on 
were in counsel -and foreknowledge thereof; neither 
who were devuovs, int^tors, and executors; of tiie 
same, till it was '{lublu^ discovered long therea%I 
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by some of the assassins, who suffered death on that 
account.” Good. ii. 308. These words are taken out 
of a regista kept by Ross and Henries themselves, and 
seem to be a. direct confutation of the bishop’s assertion. 

The earls ofHuntly and Aigyle, in their^Protestntum 
touching the murder of the King of Scots, after men- 
tioning the conference at Craigmillar concerning a di- 
vorce, add, “ So after these premises, the murder of 
the king following, we -judge, in our consciences, and 
hold for certain and truth, that the earl of Murray and 
secretary Letliingtbn were authors, inventors, counsel- 
lors, and causers of the same murder, in what manner, 
or by whatsoever persons the same was executed." 
Anders, iv. 188. But, 1. This is nothing more than 
the private opinion or personal affirmation of these two 
noblemen. 2. The conclusion which they make has 
no connexion with the premises on which they found 
it. Because Murray proposed to obtain for the queen 
a divorce from her husband with her own consent, it 
does not, follow that therefore he committed the mur- 
der without her knowledge. 3. Huntly and Argylc 
were at that time die leaders of that party opposite to 
Murray, and animated with all the rage of faction. 
4. Both of them were Murray’s personal enemies. 
Hundy, on account of the treatment which his family 
and clan had received from that nobleman. Argylo 
was desirous of being divorced from his wife, with 
whom he lived on no good terms, Knox, 328, and by 
whom he had no children. Crawf. Peer. 1 9. She was 
Murray’s sister, and by his interest Argylc’s design- was 
obstructed. Keith, 551. ' These circumstances would 
go hr towards invalidating a positive testimony ; they 
more counterbalance an indeterminate suspicion. 
6. It is altogether uncertain whether Hundy and Ar- 
gyle ever subscribed this protestation. A copy of .such 
a predestation as thie queen thought would ^ of ad- 
vantage to her cause, was transmitted to them by her. 
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^4fir8.Jt4 b. Tie pr^tatipn l?iib- 

lisbed , by Anderson, is- ^CT-fronji an unsubscribed 
copy, widi blanks for the date fnd pla^ of subscrib- 
■ ing* On the back uf.this copy^, there is pasli^, in- 
duied> a^paper, which Cecil haSpnarked, ‘‘Answer of 
the Earl of Murray to a wfUing the Earls of Ifiintly 
and Argyle.” Anders. 194, 195. But it can hardly 
be deemed a reply to the above-mentioned protesta- 
tion.. Murray’s answer bears date at London, Jan. 19, 
15i^. The queen’s letter, in which she enclosed the 
copy of the protestation, bears date at Bowton, Jan. 5, 
1568. Now it is scarce to be supposed that the copy 
could be sent into Scotland, be subscribed by the two 
earls, and be seen and answered by Murray within so 
short a time. Murray’s r^ly seems intended only to 
prevent the impression which the vague and uncertain 
accusations of his enemies might make in his absence. 
.Cecil had got the original of the queen’s letter into his 
custody. Anders, iv. 185. This naturally leads us to 
conjecture that Ibe letter itself, together with the en- 
closed protestation, were intercepted before they came 
to the hands of Huntly and Argyle. Nor is this mere 
conjecture alone. The 'letter to Huntly, in which the 
protestation was enclosed, is to be found, Cott. Lib. 
Cal. C, 1. fol. 280, and is an original subscribed by 
Mary, th^^h . not written by her own- hand, because 
she seldom chose to write in the English language. 

protestation 4s in the same volume, fol. 282, ^d 
is iamaifestly written by the same person who wrote the 
queen^ fetter. This seems to render it highly proba- 
W. tiist Iboth were intercepted. So that much has been 
folded on a paper not subscribed b]r the two earls, 
and probably never seen by them. B^idei^ tiiis me- 
jdidd which tile queen '%ok of sending a copy to the 
two earls, of what was proper for them to dedare with 
regard to a CQ^|erdiee in ^eir oWh p^en^, ap- 
pws somewhat sospidoos. likorould have been mote 



^J^NG MUApER. «c. 

inMittte^>r^«4i;'«»‘ 
Mve u w||^ tiW^mosi dca£t 'Iccoua^ 

«hi<^' tbey’dljfiildlt^Ute^ ofijmftt had puled at the 
U Oraifl|^^ 9:; Bat- even if all 4ja 
reasonid^ should be w aside, and ^ .a|it||esliei^ bf 
the Jmedefien should be admitted lit iti^l^est exiipt, 
•- H may still be a question, what degree of a^it ^onld 
lx given to the assertion of the two earls, who wete not 
<mly present in the first parliament held by Muhn^ as 
regent in December, 1667, in which the one cafriedwie 
sceptic and the other die sword of state, Spots)ir> Mt, 
but were both members of th^ committee of lords of 
articles, and in that capacity assisted in framing all the 
acts by which the queen was deprived of the crown, 
andther son feated on the It^rone'; and in particular 
concurred in the act by wm^ it- was declared, that 
whatever had befallen the queen “ was in her awin de- 
&ult, in sa fiur as, be divers hir previe letters written 
halelie with hir awin hand, and tend by hir to James 
soraetyme earle of^Bothwell, 'clieif executour of the 
said horribill murthour, as weill befoir the Conunittlng 
thairof as thairaftir ; and be hir ungodlie and disho- 
nourabill proceeding to ane pretendit niarriage with 
him, suddainlie and unprovisiUie thairaftir, it is maist 
certane that sche was p'revie, airt and pai|b of tlic 
actual devise and deid of the fbimamit murtl^r of 
kinghw bnidifiil had|)and, and thairfoir justlie deseryis 
quh^ninever bos bmt done to hir in ony tynie b^' 
gaino, or tlmt sol be usit towards hir, for th)f^|^ 
canse.” Anders, ii 321. 

• .Tim queen’s conudaiaskmen at dm coq/bvnomvaHI^ 
tinidMonsed Murray and his assoewles of jhavtnMu^ 
deeedlhplcliig. Good. u. , BoC thni^harg^ to' 
;,bn (wipjii^fffril as a iecrimiBatf<:^exleitw^fc% itj^ai^Ctt' 
asdOi|||WKAaE§d against ibb (M»ea^ HUi4 ‘boitaam qo- 
thing V i ji J||ii ^ loose and genM alirij||^^^is^^. 
nut desaeiwrtig to such ipurttcular oifcunMiaii^s^ ei« 

VOI» 11. ‘s' 
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dier ascer^a Jheiir tru^, or dki^Qver ' their; ) 

The faille accusation is ir^gieiate^ Sy t^e nobles aJsem- 
ble^t Duihberton, Sept 156#. ? 'Grd6d*4u359^„ And 
the ^ame bbserration inade cpnceming||t 

the queen’s ^vo<»tes ha^ endeavoured Ito Re- 
count for Mui+ay’s murdering of the king by suppiSsiBg 
tiiat it waa..done. on purpose that- he might have the 
pretence of distuibing the queen’s administration, and 
thereby rendering ineffectual her general revocation of 
cro^n lands,' which would have deprived him and his 
associates of the be^t part of their estates. ■ Lesly, Def. 
of Mary’s Hon. p. 73. .Anders, iv. part ii. 130. But 
whoever considers the limited powers of a Scottish 
monarch, will see that, such a revocation could not be 
very forini4able to the nobles. Every king of Scotland 
began fiis ireign with such a revocation ; and as often 
as .it was renewed, the power of the nobles rendered it 
ineffectual. The best vindication of Murray and his 
party from this accusation, is that which they presented 
to the queen of England*, and which hath never hitherto 
been published. 

P,pe, Answers to the Objections and Alledgance of the 
o®“- Queen, alledging the Earl. of Murray, Lord 
. Regent, the Earl of Morton, Marr, Glencaim, Hume, 
Ruthw^ ^c. to have been moved to armour, for that 
they ^morred and might nof abide her Revocation of 
the Alienation made of her Property. 

: is answered, that is, alledged, but [i. e. without] 

all .a b earance, and it appears God has bereft the al- 
..ledgi^ of all wit and good remembrance^ ff>r thir 
regions following ; - . ' 

^ 'l^rimis, as to my lord regent, he never had occa- 
sion to grdd|j;e thereat, in respect the queep made him 
pri^.to ^ same, and^ok resolution with hun- for the 
exeqidioi^hereof, letting his lordshi^pow she would' 
assuranly m^e samii^ except «U thi^|i: phe had given 
to him, am ratefy tKem in the next parliament as* she 



RORY'S MURl^BR. &r. 

cause i^i$hed nyf lord to jea^ ^ 
iHihind liiih master^ldlin Wood, to^ttend upon the same, 
to whoip slie decli^d, that ids well in Aat as in all 
pthe^lpir grants it^ahould be provided, yea, of free wUI " 
did gromise and oiTe^efd^e ever he demanded, s^ h 
came to pass without any let or. impediment ; for all 
was ratified by her command, and haud-write,,.at the 
parliament, but [i. e. without] any difficulty. 

Item, as to my lord of Morton, he could not grudge 
thereat quha never had of her property worth twenty 
dollars that ever I knew of. 

Item, the same may I say of my lord Glcncairn. 

Item, the same 1 may say of my lord Huiuc. 

Item, the same I may say of my lord Ruthveii. 

Item, the same I may say of my lord Lindsay. 

Only my. lord of Marr, had ane little thing of the pro- 
perty quilk alsua was gladly and liberally confirmed to 
him, in the said parliament preceding a year ; was never 
ane had any cause of miseontent of that revocation, far 
less to have put thiBr lives and heritage to so open and 
manifest ane danger as they did for sic aiie frivole cause. 

Gyf ever any did make evill counteuance, and .sliow 
any miscontentment of the said revocation, it was iny 
lord of Argyll in special, quha«pak largely in the time 
of parliament thairanents to the queen hcrs ptf , and did 
complain of the manifest corruption of anewt of par- 
liament past upon her majesty’s return, and sa did Ihtt 
any revocation at that time ; but the^armour for revenge ‘ 
of the king* s deid was not till twa months after, a^uHat 
time there was no occasion given thereof, nor.tm^a, 
’man had mind thereof. 

’ Hay ing |jhus examined the evidence which lial*ijwti 
prodii^ a^inst die earls oi%[urray ahd Bothiyell : 
we sMl nextj MiK eed to im)uir^hetVr the queen her- 
self was to die murd^ of tier 

1^0 so^br was the;yio1ent <wadi of D'amley knoivn, 

' s2 
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fi. her 

ar^Bh^ of das^w, 
^i!ht die 8eht4oe^’o|w»gQcn/^ tHu li%ad', 
leds u&f&¥0«anil;i^ |^,ber. 'Kettb, Pref ix. 
heriibUes loudljp aicii||4|ii^r <^hi crisoe, fii&I'gieat, 
|i%rt of the nation, by so^^rting them, seem^^ have, 
allowed the i^usation to be ^ell founded. ^ ' 

mme ciiopM%.however, are of such a nature, that ^7 
hardly addHit of 'a positive or direct proof Deeds of 
darkness cad. seldom ' he brought perfectly to light- 
Where peracms are accuimd not of being jmncipals, hat 
only of being acdsiariM-m the commission of.a,piih&; 
not of hf^vfing pm^^rated it themselves, but only of giy- 
ing consiht to the commission of it by others ; &ie proof 
h^mes%ill more difficult : and unless when some ac- 
ooil^lice betrays the secrel^ a proof by circumstances, 
or presumptive evidence, is all that can be attained. 
Even in judicial trials, such evidence is sometimes 
held to be sufficient for eondeinoing criminals. The 
degree of qon^cti^ which such evidence carries along 
fitii it, -is '<]lten -not inferior to that which arises from* 
pwtive testiaaony'; and a epncurring series of oircum- 
:jdiahiies s^ffies the undentamling nofiess tba^ the ex- 
|»em deofmtifi^ of witnesses/ « 

Evidenee' oi btdh these kiBds^.has been produced 
againat hfeiy. We shaB ffist emmder thtut irhich is 
fotu^iijdii|^ chcumstances aldtie. 



to it- ’ With re 4 ^ 


king’s deatit'j! vunaa, frwc- ouuseifiwui^ ■» u.- "nr tut RS-;^ 

gt^to> theT(^emto^ objtorto ^^Ken’s 

v^iit^\ii4it]SThsn&»yyim soon i^ctnwtod into urdver- 
fiott tohitobb leikyieldiiti dad ffiKt^his o»m illitooduet 

of 'ey^jEtod/toato'in^^ did 

mot^nll^,^^dlJ^t Bitiiioankfid t^Jjndden change 
of her dn^Osition’ toii^ards him/ The' nto and |>rogre8s 


KING MUjOBil, 

of f^/d«nestic rip^ini^ 1 hure^^Sced «|tb gfe^ cam 
in die hutaaiy/ ^d A^;||roofe. cf it which mi^ be 

by other ao&ors, I hete 
addec^pHMe oOn.||iiied ^ App. Mo. XVt end IRtil 
lie Cr^ the Ftractf^ambes^Or, who tirM an eye- 
tHltalbB of what he describes^ not only c^reaeirfB W 
av^idn toDamley tobe extreme, but declares theit.dieTe 
couW^be no hopes of a reconcilement betweenlthenu 
ote. 1 *. The queen is in the hwds of physicians^ and 
' 1 do assure you is not at all well ; and d<f1>e- 
liere the principal part of her disease to consist in ^^p 
grief and sorrow; nor does it seem possible. to roiidcc 
her forget the same. * Still sihe repeats these wolds, 

I could with to be dead. You know very well that the 
injuiy she has received is exceeding great, and her ma* 
jesty mil never forget it.— To speak my mind freely to 
you, I do not expect, upon several accounts, any good 
understmiding between them [i. e. the king and queen], 
^ ^ unless God effectually put to his hand.— His 
bad deportment is incurable ; nor can there ever 
be any good expected from him, for several reasons, 
which I might tell you .was 1 present with you. I dan- 
not pretend to foretel how all may turn, but I will say, 
that matters cannot subsist long as they are, without 
being accompanied with sundry bad comtequences." 
Keith, Piref. vii. Had Henry died a natui^ death at 
this junettwB, it must have been considered as a very 
fortunate event to die queen, and as a seasonable- de- 
liverance from a husband who had become al^qjKther 
odious to her. Now as Henry was murderMjKTcw < 
weetts afterward, and as noUiing had happened tox!^ 
deribe queenVava^ion to him km violenl, the o^jutipn 
of dkiae who consider Mary as tlm author oi asT «^t 
' whf^ Was manifestly so agreialde to httr, WiJU .appe%r 
perhaps to sffi^ of our readers tobp neKyip j^^umtural 
Jitedver If we add ^ wl^lail^en ob- 

ry, that in ps^^portkm'wlbe increase 



8^ m|my t^hr|yi^^i<^ .m%ht )^ 
its frellas to the%ing’s death ;..t^f ^x? 
ceptihg them, tio ^8<^;.aji3 sb^ptoty in the Idng^tn, 
jtoiild derive the least b^jefii that everit. v Both- 
well, accordipgiy, Murdered the.'kii%, and it’ was, ui 
tliaf a^, fhpi^htno unwanpahte^ impu^tibn on M|j,ry¥ 
character, to suppose' that she had consenli^ to the db^d. 

The steps' which thc'^ueen took af^'r her hu^i&^tS' 
death add strength to that supposition. I T Melvil, who'^' 


was in Edinburgh at the time of the king’s death,,f^sli't8 
that “ ev^^ body suspected the earl.of Bothwell; and 
those Iwho durst speak freely to others, said plainly that, 
it was h^?’ p. 165. 2. Mary having issued a procla- 
mation, on idle 12th of f ebruary, .oflering a reward to 
any perSon who should discover those who bad mur- ^‘ 


dered her husband. And. i. 36 ; a paper .in conse- 
quence of this was adixed to the gates of the Tolbooth, 
k'ebruary 16, in which Bothwell was named as the chief 
person ||bilty of that crime, and the queen herself wSs 
accused of having given herconsent to it. And. ii. 156. 
8. Soon a|^r, February 20, the earl of Lennox, the 
king’s father, wrote to Mary, conjuring her, by every 
motive, to prosecute the murderers wiA the utmost ri- 
gour.. He plainl^eclared' bis own suspicions of Both- 
well, a||d jminteaout a . method of proceeding against 
him, tfrid of discoverihg the authors of thait crime, no 
less obvious than equitable. He advised her to seize, 
and ^ irommit tb stire custody, Bqthwidl himself, and 
such as were already named as bis accomplices; to t' sQ 
.n** ^a^^mbly.of the noldes;'.to, issue a proclamation, 
hi*4t^WcJ|lothwellV accusers to appear if, on that, 
encoui^^ent, no person^ppear^'hi^Puse them^jto 
hoU thed) aii innocent, i^d to Without 



^WSfiiy i| j toi ^tt^ imivtaiost wd^t to pteirsutidk 
her la prosoirate ^ muiiSeraai with l^^i^fo&teat Kve> 
ritf.y" I cad coMude natfaing (li^ h^).by quhat zour 
writes to me zour^, diat sea it £as fdesit God 
to eot&etve zow to make ar rigoroois veogeance tlmreof, 
diat lather than it be hot actudly taine, it appears to me 
, better in this world that ze had lost life anti all. I ask 
ydbr majcstie pardon, that I writ sa far,, for I can heir 
■iim nothing to zour prejudise, but 1 »ut» constrainedly 
writ the samin, that edl may come to zour knowledge ; 
for the better remede may be put therto. Heir it is 
needfull that ze forth show now rather than- ever of 
before, the greite vertue, magnanimitie, and Constance 
that God has g^iitit zow, be quhais grace, I hope ze 
sail overcome this most heavy euvic and d^plcsir of 
the committing thcrof, and conserve that reputation in 
" all godliness, ze have conquist of lang, quhich can ap- 
such pear na wayis mair dearie, than that zou do su-i 
Khou justice that the haill world may declare zour in- 
nocence, and give testimony for ever of thair treason 
Kithmi that has committed (but fear of God or man) so 
cruel and ungodlie a murthcr, quhairof there is sa 
mur/i meikle ill spoken, that 1 am constrainit to ask 
zow mercy, that neither can 1 or will 1 make the re- 
(w hearsal thereof, which is mor odious. But alas * 
madame, all over Europe this day, tlierc is na purjx>w ' 
in head sa frequent as of zour majestic, and of the pre- 
sent state of zour realm, qubtik is in the most pert in- 
^irterpretit sinisterly.” Keith, Pref. ix. 5. Elizabeth, as 
appeals from Append. Vol, II. No. XIX., urged, the 
same thing in strong terms. 6. The circumstanm of 
the cose itself, no less than these solicitations and re- 
monstrances, ^qidled for the utmost vigour %<her pro 
ceedings. ; H^u^tand bad been murdmred cruel 
manner,' afanost in her own prelMce. Her subjects 


were 

wdl» OnepC tqsDCtbj 



bave .induced her to alj 
or want of zeal. 

But in^trod of thii, Ma^ cd^nWed to dinner, 
all her ac^ns^ the utmost partiality tow^d's Bothi^e^. - 
Ontiie liSth of February;, fire days bftei’ the mufdet|^ 
she bestowed on him the rerelrSioB of t^ (mpieioriQr^' 
of the towD of Leith, which, in the ytSer 1566 , she bad 
mbrtga^d to die citizens of Bdinburght This grant 
was of touch imporbtoce, . ds it gate 1 dm not ouly the 
command of the principal port in the l^gdoin^ but a 
great nscendaiit oi^r die citizens of Edinburgh^ who< 
wished itnich tp keep possession" of 2 . Bothwell 

' 5 ** 

^ Copy,fnmthB ori^M in ihi CM»-hokdi iftkt CUi^ if an jiMig-t 

nation to ths hvenion of thi aipirJcriti/ of Ltkh by Qyttn Mary, to the Earl of 
^kwHL. \ 

9Iiirii, t)ei ^tia itegim SpittoifilDrdttfiitHlf hamiaUnaM^ad qoM pra- 
seiites litcrsi^enreDertnt, salataiii* Sciatis» qnod noi ,ad memoriain reduc^ntes mul- 
ei iid^ storviduiDt Bohiantom qniAidani ndhihaicliariMiniib mairf 
in i^m i^tri ^ tempore in nostra minoritate lubun ctt imiiensura^ 


. luam idtra bod nosthidi rrgnum, 

^ MitfftlifMieiB ndltri IkwoiU et muptedtath wpmlMiene farvp, maiqliietoniDu et 
^tltaia|Mteorani infra idem, per noilnim connsotn pmsanguineura et ditniliatium 
condtem BothdHi,d(mibtti^-Hdtis. OM^Iitdiit et Idddisdile^ MNigniim ad^ 
lldndl^ regni 'nostri, commi^onem et oneradoneni ad banc effectum ^HubenteiD, 
:|>cr qiiils ipse iiwin Corpui et vitam in magbo periMrto pdivft; ac cCiaitf* in perfor- 
laaUowet exientiqne nostri dicti lervitii, warn beieditaiem, anpif^tuioBaffl viMoU 
mlltim mercanmi bigasigistri regql, allenavit ac inait £i not co^antes quod, 
czdd|tte|riD0ipaU»^di^d6«wit, dteto^ nostraiD eondann mmMmgtdneum er 
consUiailuv' cum quodam accidente et gratitudine jtecompeittare et gratificue . in- 
cunbithqu# n^cotnmoddiild.cciltoQd«ie Botdyiini%iiide ipM ai^ habjIhtniatAas 
affutu^.tajtoMt^m ene potent, et ad buuiiiiadi performandom in. omqibos cauaia 
seu emiwa: Xn' fddoiii|MMHa^Oneib bubrtnb prinoiHOhiUrfte abla 


cem|leiiSA|lle» dt^de auoi bnredes ajhaf^quasounuiM 

dd Jileq» ro f y l r ^ oaii HMm# fuu ^STakS^ St^ 

.eodeif aWteme pmpodtnm, baliroa, consoka, et commnoitatem bujM noaui bal^' 
de £«mdfgb, |»kr^paia' ae auia lucteuonbnas nObla* Mtriaqqe bei^ibiia^ 
eiiCQeaaMl1bnd»eibaaigBatk*|ttOfiedeiDpdooesd^ ai^periestaiia totiuaviUndeLeitbe 
A[c.]m|4nin^ pnB|W9ilPn;dcd aub eemak^^ 

'Mtpaa&iHSlta attlhMi actemn ma^^inuadi^ etedailndan 

in imodMaliccdeda de Ediabur^ 

m, tUbU kdli^bmdoiaifii 



IC1J!<G a«iSirilTi; MtTRUKR,\4kc. jtOA 

being of the 

tMtte ^ Edlp^bii^lh, ^ ^ *•** on 

tail toXvnen^ m,gilnaiQ^^ of it, of- 

feret^ eon^tt thejrtcningfp^ilBi^ to h^lclalodyi Mar 
coDMigait^ j atC ^e iiistastij ii|ppeint(^ Bothwell go* 
ytr^ of ^ casdei And.^ i. Pi^ ^j-Keith, 379, 
3; The inquify h]to theiinrder, prevMHis to 
'Boi^^y trial, seems to hate been conducted itith the 
;^qhino8t remissilessk Buchanan exclaims loudly against 
rais.. . And. ii. 24»; Nor was it 'without reason thatlie 
did ap, as is evident from a circuimitance in the aroda* 
Thomas Nelson, one of the king’s servants, who’ 
was in the house when his master was murdered, and 
weirdug up alive out of the rubbish. Being examined 
on the Monday after the king’s death, This deponar 
achew that Bonkle had the key of the sellarc, and the 
queenis servandis the keyis of her shalmir. Qtihilk the 
laird of Tillibardin bearing, said, Hald dmir, here is 
%ie ground. Efter quhilk words spokin, tliai left of, 
‘and procedit na farther in the inquisition." And. iv. p. 
2. 167. Had there been any intention to search into 
the bottom of the matter, a circumstance of so much 
importance merited the most careful inquiry. Not* 
withstanding Lennox’s repeated solicitations, notwilh* 
standing die reasonableness of his demands, and the 
necessi^ of complying with them, in order to encourage 
any accuser to appear against Bothwell, she not only 
reftised to ebtotoit him to custody, e\en to remove 
him from'her presence and councils. And. i. 4(2. 48 ; 
but by the grants which we have mentioned, and by 
''other circumstahees, discovered an increase of attach* 
ment to him. S. eould not avoid bringing l||fth* 
.well;& a publie trial ; but she permitted him to sit as 

' i•f9nl,a*dc(nuJll• • >d«ae »bw»tt«« wwidice.). I* 

HIVM frateoilbv IMmi* fkitlani nviVhtm Apfifllu AKttfwt* JlplHl 

dcmio^iliMto UmM avUMiao 9rsA|$r< 

litao ic^ve^Mit iiM TtoSow qum^ 

7ht fiitaf Mil tfulUr. 
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a’oietbber in thatine6t|]%.bf privy-wno^ which 
directed; his Irialf lad iht^ tnal itself waii'^rried 

on with such un|(ece^aiy pre^itanti]^'^ ai^^^i^ ’so 
many, other suspicious circamstsf^, as^o j^^er his 
acquittal rather an argument of. his guilt tl^ a proof 
his innocencd. Thesis circumstaaoes have^l been 
mentioned at lengthen. Book. IV.. and therefore are not 
repeated in this place., •'^‘6. Two d^s after the trial, 
Mary gave a public proof of her regard for Bq&well^ 
by appointing him to carry the sceptre before at the 
meeting of parliament. Keith, 378. 7. 1[n that par- 
liament, she granted him a ratification of the great 
possessions and honours which she had cbnfern^ upon 
him, in which was contained an ample enumeration of 
, all the services he had performed. And. i. 1 17. 8. 

Though Melvil, who foresaw that her attachment to 
Bothwell would at length induce her to marry him, 
warned her of the infamy and danger which would at- 
tend that action, she not only disregarded this salutary ad- 
monition, but discovered what had passed between them* 
to Bothwell, which exposed Melvil to his resentment. 
Melv. Ip6. 9. Bothwell seized Mary as she returned 
from Sapling, April 24. If he had done this without 
heif' knowledge and consent, such an insulli'could not 
haue;failed to have filled her with the most violent in- 
dig^tion. But accordiittg to. the account of an old MS. 

The friendly love was so highly contracted between 
tfais.g^eat prince^ and her enormous subject, that there 
was no end thereof (for it was constantly|^esteen^ 
by all men, ^at either of them loved other camaliy), 
so thi^^e suffered; patiendy*^ be led where the lover 
list, and all the way neither made obataole, immdiment, 
claeiour^ or r^llstance, as in such accidents "^Qfie to be,* 
or that^she might have done ly her- princely audidrity, ’ 
being accompanied with the noble earl of Huntly and 
;€€e<r^t^y Maitland of Lediington.’* - Keidti Mel* 
'^ib who^l^ present, confirms this account, aiidtells us 
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the «^cer^ % whom h^^wa« setxed, inforaed him 
^hati.nsi^iBg'.. War done ivitimut d|(p* quetm'a coasent. 
Mie^ l5d. On the 12th of May, a few days be- 
fore her Mary declared that she was then at 

full ld>er^ attd that though ISothwell had 'Offended her 
person, *she was so much satisfied witli 
his duti^ behaviour since that time, and so indebted 
to hiin for past seryicesj that she not only forgave tliat 
o&ncej^ but resolved to promote him to higher honours. 
And, i. 87. 11. Even after the confederate nobles hud 
driven Bothwejl from tlie queen’s presence, and though 
she saw that he was considered as the murderer of her 
formei^lhusbaiid by so great a part of her subjects, her 
affection did not in the least abate, and she continued 
to express the most unalterable attachment to him, “ 1 
can perceive (says Sir N.Throkmortoii') that tlm rigour 
with which the queen is kept proceedeth by order from 
these men, because that the queen will not by any means 
be induced to lend her authority to prosecute the mur- 
derer; nor will not consent by any persuasion to aban- 
don the lord Bothwell for her husband, but avoweth 
constantly that she will live and die with him ; and 
saith, that if it were put to her choice to relinc|||sh her 
crown and Mngdom, or the lord Botliwcll, she would 
leave her. kingdom and dignity to go a simple damsel 
with biin, and that she will nev^ consent that he sliail 
fare worse, or have more harm than herself.” Append. 
VoUJL Nflf. XXII. In all their uegotiations with 
Throkmorton, the confederates mention (lii« unalterable 
attachment of the qu^n to Bothwell as a sufficient rea- 
*8on for rejecting his proffosals of on accommof^ion 
with theij; i^overeign. Keith, 419. 449. . This assertion 
they rendwed in the confesences at ¥r>ilc. Anders, iv. 
part iL p. 66. Mum^, in his interview with Mary in 
Lochdevio, cha^dher with persisting in her iiwrdiuatc 
a^ention to Boswell. Keith, 446. All these, however, 
may belconaidered merely as accusations* bivugbt by 
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thje oonfedl^fbsi u> to.v^dic^ theic rigour to- 
Wlurds the queeo. Bu^Th^^octdb, who, iiti» 
Eesidence in Ediigburgh, and by his 
the .queen’s partise^, its well as with her had 

mahy opportunities oif discovmng whether or not Mary 
h^d ^kpressed herself in iiiaeh terms^imd who^as dis^ 
p^ed to view her .acticQs.in the, most hivonraHie light, 
appears, by the passi^ which 1 ha# quoted from his 
letter of the 14th of J^y^ tobe persuaded that the com 
federates had not misrepresented her sgntipieiill. He 
had soon anopportunify of being confihned^ith greater 
certainty in this opimotit Although the O^ederates 
had retiiSed him stccess to the captive queen, dj^found 
means of holding a secret correspondence wi& her, and 
endeavoured to persuade her to give her consent to have 
her marriage with Bothwell dissolved by a sentence of 
divorce, as the most .probable m&uas of regaining her 
liberty. “ She hath sent me word that she will in no wise 
consent unto that* but rather die.” Appendi Vol. IL 
No. XXIL There is evidence the ccibtinuance of 
Mary’s attachment still- more explicit. Lord ^Herries* 
in*the parliament held the 16th of DeceiUb^, 1667, 
achnoqiledged the queen’s inordinate affectioh to that 
wicked nian, and that she could not ba induced by 
persuasion to leave hitn ; end tiiat in sequestering her 
witiiin Lonhlevii^ the confederates had.4pne the duty 
of noblemen. Append. Vol. II. > No. XXIV. In the 
year 1671*; a* cemference was held by some di^uties 
from a cohv^tiro of clergy, with the dukeysf Chatel- 
herault, i^mtaiy Maitland, Sir JuneS Bdlfiijto>* and 
Kirkaldy i !®ad an account :<^!it smtten by Mk Craig* 
one Of.^the mipi^ters of Edinburgh, is; extant iti Cah 
derurood’s Mw. Hist. ii. .244., In preseliil^ of -all - 
these persons,, most of whom w«re in Edinbuigh when 
.#e queen was, ti^en at Carbenry,^aitlmid* whp W 4 |S 
nq^r an avowed pSrtisah of Maiy, d«slami*! titas oh the 
sahte night she brought to Editahn^h* he himself 
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if^fh^^Vould abandon Bothvdl, she 
abibial^avcraiB t>bed%au!e aa ever «ba had since 

she But wi^e would she eon- 

fiant dil^Yf^ihi^l. According Sir J^es Mel vil, 
the.c{tt^ |bund means of writiDg a lette/ to Bpthwell 
on tM epning oithatday, when she was oondocMfl as 
a (niaonilr to j^inborgh, in which she declared her of- 
fection to him in the most tender expressions, and her 
resolution never to almndon him. This letter, he says, 
was initercepted by the confederates, and determined 
them to confine Mary in the castle of Lochlevin. But 
as neitber^Buchanan nor Knox, both abundantly dis- 
posed || avail themselves of every fact and report tltat 
could be employed in order to represent Mary's con- 
duct as improper and criminal, mention this letter; and 
as the confederates themselves in their negotiation with 
Throkmorton, as well as in their accusations of the 
queen before the English commissioners at York and 
Westminster, maintain the same silence witli regard to 
it, 1 am satisfied that Melvil, who wrote his memoirs 
for die information of his son in his old age, and long 
after the events which he records happened, has been 
mistaken with regard to this particular. From itwjr 
enumeration of circumstances, we may .without violence, 
draw the following conclusion : Had Mary really baon 
accessary to the mnrder of her husband ; bad Botbu^H 
perpetrated the crime with her consent, or at her com- 
mand; andfhad she intended, to s^e the evidence 
against hi^ and to prevent ihe discovery of his guilt, 
she cowld scarcely have taken any other steps ^an 
those which she toed, 1^ eould her oemduej^mW 
been more repogt^t to all the priidemi^ 

and dSi&cy. 

The positive evidence produced against Maif may 
be classed under two hewls. ;; 

^^Y. Tbetdcpositions^smaie penKtos 'who^mre m- 
pjoyed la'eom&itting die murder, .{i^iculartyi^Nicho- 
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'wfao> 'Itt th&t age, .is called 

Frptdk ^terig. ^fibi3^pejfs<jhi.v^iio w^i ^ 
v«^it^-^d>iaauch trusted by him,'' was -twice examined, 
an^ the- original of one 'bf his depositions, and a copy 
of the other, are still extant. It is pretended that both 
these are notorious forgeries. But they are remarkable 
for a simplicity and w&vete which it is. almost impossU 
ble to imitate; they abound with a number of minute 
facts and particularities, which the most dexterous 
forger could not have easily assembled and connected 
together with any appearance of probability; and they 
are filled with circumstances which can scarcely be 
supposed to have entered the imagination of t^y man 
but one of Paris’s rank and character. But, at the 
same' time, it must be acknowledged, that his deposi- 
tions contain some improbable circumstances. He 
seems to have been a foolish talkative fellow ^ the fear 
of death, ibe . violence of torture, and the desire of 
pleasing those in whose power he was, tempted him, 
perhaps, to feign some circumstances, and to exaggerate 
others. To say that some circumstances in an affidavit 
m'e improbable or false, is very different from saying 
that the whole is forged. I suspect the former to be 
the case here; but I see no appearance of the latter. 
Be that as it will, some of the most material facts in 
Paris’s affidavits rest upon his Single teStituo^; and 
for th’at feSkoh, 1 have not in the history, nbr'^shall 1 
in this place, ‘lay any stress upon them. 

2. The. ibtters'slld to be 'written by Mary to Both- 
well. : 'iT'liese h&e been frequently pufitishedl' The 
acc|«iitb;f^wlilcn tiie qiteeh’s enemies got them into 
their possession^ is related' in Book V. When the 
auth^pcity of any ancient pajMf is dubious orcimtested, 
ptay be ascertained ei&er by external or internal 
^'^idence. ^fo;|h these Imye b^n produced in the pre- 
'?I^S5^caser'‘'' 

Bxtcinal ^rbofe of :&e genuinehe^ of Mary’s leb 
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ters. 1. Morray, and die nobles wbo adhered to him, 
affirm i^on. their honour, (hat the letters were 
writtiNi with the^ queen’s own hsmd. with w^^lch they 
were well acquainted. Good. ii. 64. 92. 2. The let- 
ters were publicly produced in the parliament of Scot- 
land, December, 1667 ; and were so far considered as 
genuine,' that they are mentioned in the act ajs^inst 
Mary, as one chief argument of her guilt. Good. ii. 
66, 67. 3. They were shewn privately to the duke 

of Norfolk, the carl of Sussex, and Sir Ralph Sadler, 
Elizabeth's corami-ssioners at York. In the account 
which they gave of this matter U> their mistress, they 
seem to consider the letters as genuine, and cxprc.ss no 
suspicion of any forgery; they particularly ol>sorvc. 
“ that the matter contained in Uiem is such, that i( 
could 'hardly be invented and devised by any otlu-r than 
herself; for that they discourse of some things, whicli 
were unknown to any other than to herself and Both- 
well; and as it is hard to counterfeit so many, so tlu; 
matter of them, and the manner how tliese men came 
by them is such, a.s it seeinoth that God, in whose .sight 
murder and blood.shed of the innocent is abominable, 
would not permit the .same to be hid or concealed.' 
Good. ii. 142. They seem to have made, such an im- 
pres.sion on the duke of Norfolk, that in a subscciucnt 
letter to Pembroke, Leicester, and Cecil, he ha-s tlicse 
words : “ If the matter shall be thought a.s dcte.stablt 
and manifest to you, as for ought we cun perceive it 
scemeth here to us.” Good. ii. 154. Nor did Norfolk 
declar* these to be his sentiments'only in public official 
letters, he expressed himself in the same manner to his 
most confidential friends. In a secret conference with 
the, bishop of Ross at Y’ork, the duke informed him 
that he had seen the letters, &c. which the regent ha<l 
to produce againsLthe queen, whereby .thme would be 
such matter proved against her, as woiiM dishonour 
her for ever. State Trials, edition of Hargrave, i. 91 
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JVIurdin, 63. The hiafa^ of Ross, if he had httown the 
lett«« to he a notorious t^gery, must have been na- 

turalljr led, in consequence of this, id^olaraljon, to un- 
deeeivl the du^, and to expose the imposture. But, 
instead of this, "the duke, and he, ahd Lethiqgton, after 
eoMulting together, ag^ed, that the -bishop should 
^ite to Magr, then at Bolton, tuid instruct her to make 
such a proposal to RUzaheth, as might prevent the 
public production of the letters and other evidence. 
State Trials, i.^ 94. Murdiu, .46. Indeed, the whole 
of this Secret conference seems to imply, that Lething- 
ton, Ross, and Norfolk, were, conscious of some defect 
in Mary^s cause, and therefore exerted all dieir in- 
genuity in order to avoid a public accusation. Mur- 
din, 62, 63. To Banister, whom the duke seems- to 
have trusted more entirely than any other of his ser- 
vants, he expressed himself in-similar terms wiilpi respect 
to the ^een of Scots. State Trials, i 99. The words 
of Banister’s evidence are remarkabe : I confess that 
I, waiting of my lord and master, when the earl of 
Bn^sex and Mr. Chancellor of the duchy that now is, 
wer^ in commission at York, did hear his grace say, 
that upon examination of the matter of the murder, it 
did appear that the queen of Scots was guilty and privy 
to, the Hiwder of lord Darnley, whereby I verily thought 
that his grace would never join in marriage with her.” 
Murdin, ,'1S4 j.,^ Elizabeth, in her instructions to the 
of, S^rh^bpiy and Beale, in 1683, asserts, that 
the and earl of Artmdel did dedate tb h^- 
Pl^f> by the view of her..ldters,-llid fall 
ottttn^ient agi^t the queen of Sootk;^ however, they 
^re ail^.di:awn,tq;oover hh? &ulla an^ pr^numnceher 
4W>os^... , Advoc. Ubrity, A. ui. 38,. p. 314, 
fi^.<^t,' |UhvO ' 4. A,dr|iiar: jnipression w^ 
^ide ;p^er.contyn)pon^^ of Maty by ^ pror 
?*^?**P? ^ Wte,.;Ie,Q®^ ^hh^;.|dBplies a fiiU; beli^ of 
th^ being gmmine. 0OO, in hiacoRespondence with 
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Sir HeRiy Norris, tbe E^Ibh irabassador in France, 
relates riiis transai^oh in terms iRrhicb leave no room 
to doubt with imqpebt'lo his own private ojpinion. In 
his lettw, Ifeoelnl^ 14di, 1668, the vwy day on wlucb 
the lettersi &c. laid before the meeting of privy- 

counsellors and peers, he informs him, « That the re- 
gent was driven, from his defence, to disdose k ftfti 
fardel of the naughty matter, tending to convince the 
queen as adviser of the mortfaer, and the earl oiBoth- 
well as her executour; and now the queen’s party, so 
great, refuse to make any answer, and press that their 
mistress may come in person to answer the matter her- 
self bdfere the queen's majesty, which is thought not 
fit to be granted until the great blot of the marriage 
with her husband’s murtherer, and the evident charges, 
by letters of b« own, to be deviser of the murther, be 
somewhat razed out or recovered ; for that as the mat- 
ters are exhibited against her, it is lar unseemly for 
any prince, or for chaste ears, to be annoyed with the 
filthy noise thereof; and yet, as being a commiMioncr, 
1 must and will forbear to pronounce any thin|f herain 
certainly, though as a private person I cannot but with 
horrour and trembling think thereof.” Cabala, 166. 
6. From the correspondence of Bowes, the Engltsb re- 
sident in Scotland, with Walsic^ham, in the year 1682, 
published towards the close of this dissertation, it is 
manifest that both in England and Scotland, both by 
Elizabeth and Jamei, both by thb duke of L^omdand 
earl of Gowrie, the leden were ded^ed to be genuind. 
The ed^erness on one side to obtain, and on & other 
to possession df the dtrimt letters^ impies 
Aiat Was the belief of bo&^^^e 

ia^rinfidirniid whodmd aldUties to diledRt- 

ment, with in; ^ opinkm of mahy ^ 
outwi^ti(Boriei^supposifiiiM,aiid^ilmj^^8, 
at the tKatanoe of two centuries^; -^Tbe liRtM wdre 

VOJL. II. T ■ . 
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subjected > to a soleina sdid judici^- ex^ination with 
respect tej^ir authmticil^i^ as that could be as- 
ee rtaii s A i^ of; character and fashion of 

wri^ngV ibr^hi^ the cdpfertoi^. York and, West- 
minstiff were finished, piiaB^t||, as t have related^ as- 
Ciemblhd her p^vy-c»U9Mi«h^ to them 

j^eral^;^e ;p^t eto^fihfudhj^ai^.in.her kingdom, 
laid bei^ the:!h. alh.^ipt^i^ii^agaiiuit the Scot* 
tish otdi^^ that letters 

and j^hibited by the reg^^'M - the queen 

Scots! .^thira an^, writing, should also’be sho^^, and 
ct^ferifKSlji. Oiconquarisott^ th^of mf^>»t their sight, 
widt dw letters of the said que^i^: b^ng ei^tojit^ and 
^. written her own j^d, ,and s^ .to the 
Jto^esl^; wh#cl>j' 'iaiay be ^sekrehed^and ex- 
^W^jlt ^^^cejs .betwixt t^^ .Good. ii. 
*^i^aswi^pWCd accordia^y, S.t>^am^^ip*court, 
Mi^tidridi The mdi^nals of 

lefti^-Suj^crsed’ toAbe writt^ W queen of 

hasidy'.^ere dien a^o pcei^lly produced 
tt^pcnis^': h^g read, Were d«)^ conferred and 

for %e manner of writhag^, and :^^ioncf 
^^,eund^ other, lettos long, since here- 
y^lteo, and sent by the.said^ queen df Scots to 
iC^,S|IBe^. In c^lation wbereof no difference 

7. Mary haring written 
Wik ^tolj^gato^ietter*’ for ettoduct to the countess 

«s ongbt to hm a pliee km. wbeto 
'iS Bft Wffl ^MUMw.tf(hetomgandato«p«lto 

^ tmitour^i to tow, aod alabe to tuuelto tnisted of 
*«4 Bit to Ht jtoired fey Ifenooiiity/uMfl 1 tmnt 

til kyndoetorlhat.tow him Bto-4HN|la ai it waw tondciupfiit oie touw- * 
fto . toe, ag 9 pea «feida|» tc»«%Hto afl jfc 




poilait^ 




t*<6 bfcto fey 
a mif tolr* U ttoved 


pctoofeaiT 
boved iftit 


^WSjW;i$i>;SuW4iai«r«i>klBai>d maboia; andoraowhaadmaidh. 
oi^ togltaa fitodo Itoaet my^deanla%i wwt )ii sdicfrin hett i h any imkyiidiieti to 
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of l^nox, July 1576, she ttransniitted it to her 
husband .then in and he refused to dtc 

countess the fbHofin^ answer : ^ Se«i|;g ^u |^ve re> 
mhl^ toin^ to d^Wer the queen % mothers 
letten seat to what can 1 say bit that I do not 
martett to bir writibi' best dm gtn for hirablf, to 
seane to puiige her pf that; ^uhairef many bailee me 
are eeriainly persuadit of the oontiary, and I not only 
assiirit by my awin knawled^ but by hw handwrit, 
the confessions of men gone to die death, uther in> 
fallibil experience. It wall be lang tyme that is bable 
to put a mattir so notorious in tdiUTian, to mak blaek 
quhyte, or innbcen^ to appear quhair the contrary is 
sa weill knawin. ■ The raaist in^iffiBrentii I toust, doubtiH 
not of the equitie of zoure ibid my cause, and of the 
just occasioun of our mislyking. Her ticht dewtie to 
zow and me, being the parteis interest, were hir trew 
confessioun ahd u^eyned repentance of ^at lamentable 
fact, odious for hir to be reportit, and soitowfull for us 
to think af.‘ God is jus^ and will \iot in the end be 
abused; but as he has manifested hjC trewth, so will he 
puneise the iniquity." Zemno.r’s Orig. Regm, of iM- 
tert. In their poblfo papers, the queen’s enemies limy 
be 8us|>abted cd advancing what, would be mojpk:SUb- 
servient to their cause, not wbat was agreeable to hrudi, 
or what'fibwed from their o^ inward conviction.' But 
in a prhrato letter to his own wifon Ltenqx had no oc> 
casiop to dissemble; aud it is Rlain, he not dnfy 
thought toe queen guUtyjbuiheliii^d t^ wtoebSto^p 
ofh^fotterstol^towen. JB- In (qqM>ntu)nto^||^|li^ 
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bemg' forged. ’AecbTd.fiig^$i'^;,i^QtiM.qf con- 


federsdes thems^li^,' i^' c^lcrt^^lcii^g die letters 
was seized Iky ^'etaa on the 

first time' .tbat t^^'were ‘ju^clidly' sfiiied ■ as evidence 
against the queejn was in a ineetihg .of th'e' regent’s 
privy-cpuncil, .iyecember4thj and' they after irard -served 
as the foubd^aiddn of the actk made t^^hst hbr in the 
parlialheitif'lield'bn the 15th oi ih'e s^e.Tnisfhth.*' Jf 
the lette^'^liad heen'getimnei it is. contended, 'tiiat' the 
obtainihg^^sllim of most have‘ afforded snch. 
matt^ of ^jamii) to the-donfederate^,; that thj^ vveuld 
inEftwtly l^ve ''proclaimed it’ to' '^ewliblew^ and 

in 'their'^^egbtiaiiciti^ ^ith/ fUe^'EtigU%^,^d’4French 
mihisteisj,' or W:ith'iiach of theii^'retlotr-at^jeej^^'^ c^ 
demned ^^eif proodeifiE^,- the^/ wqttt^' E^ve Isi^bbed* 
at Jonce, 'eVe^.^^afe fbr thq^neenj'by t^lbitihg. 
&is convi^ihg^TOpf ofller 

ing sufficfieMsdtenffon' 'U |ttid to the delie^. and 
peHl^ffs slhintidh bf thd^nfedh^ies id that^iicture. 
The^iiad i^lediat^s ap^i^ sdy^ign,- j^d seized 

her ^i^erry^hi^^^ hmr a 

prit^dr’, at jtipchlevin. ", ’ A^'cqpsfdtdiab^ how- 

a^'^fi^b#^^bjects, iie|il^'1^.h6^'^'^''<he 
rn'.|hn^^(^n^aecOhi&n]^' 
aghast soofn percel^,. 

they cdhld ndt^^pd brefil. ^*'to' vanqnisV vn^out 
aid either frpm Eidnae^r^ l^ i;^ .. In .Jjhe'^Kiher: 

-,-v..^.. K^'-;^B.dialt(i59f.<|u^ 

^ the 

t;’;d!evdtddly 

^^jdiieir viem W W ’jj^dl^dtioh of 
r^nqen^nt^lhrthy^ and'to .ffie 

KiMh 
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IX. and 

his wbo se^tQj^of mto Gotland of 

purpo^ to dissili^ Mary firoin ill*6ttld match ; 
Append. wher^ ^e.'i^adj^her puWicly 

with the ih^putau^ of bmng access^ to murder 
of her luudMpi^ w^ld ^ in|icptable 

cri^ by ^ei^urt of France, as must cut ot| every hope 
of tountenance or aid from that quarter. From England, 
with which the principal confederates Itad been long 
and intimately connected, they had many reasons to 
expect more effectual support; but to their asto,nisli> 
ment, Elizabeth ccmdemned their proceedings with 
asperity, warmly espoused the cause of the captive 
queen, and. was extremely solicitous to obtain her 
release wd restoration. * Nor was this only one of 
the artifices which Elizabeth often employed in her 
transaedojss widi S>^dand. Though her most saga- 
cious mitt($teis .eonsidered it as the wisest policy to 
support dto* confiyerate lords rather than the queen 
of Scc^, ^izabeth disraga^^ theij[ coun^.* Her 
high notidns of royal authority, and of Ae. submission 
due by subjects, nsduced h^, on this occasion, to exert 
herself in b^alf of Mary, not only with sincerity but 
with zefd ; she negotiated, uhe solicited, she tbuesU- 
ened. Finding the ponfdden^ inflexible, cn- 
deayou^ ^ . procure Mary’s release by meims of 
that pai^jn Scodfstd w^b continued fa,itb^l to her, 
and ifiis^ctud 'fhtohtoQrtom ’to .cpiri^^ nritli the 
leadii^ of tVand. to mai^ ove^re* to, that effect 
45L Appemd. Npl XXUIV/She eyetf^re^f so 
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f«r|a« to . direct i^ Ainbass^oF to conc^t 

measured. the Frc^^'IdBg^tr i|i|^[by their joint 
eSb^ m^ht p^rBnailii of coh^l the Scots to ac- 
knowledge the queen Hec he their sove- 

re^ lady and '<f^eeh, a^d ';r^^hncie thdr q^dience 
to her ion.” i^th, 4Cf3,'3i;i|:»^ Froqi .all %ese cir- 
cOTBstancea^Ihe' confed^ies .hiul etery reason. to<.ap- 
.prehend that Maiy woii^' sdtm Obtain liberty, and by 
some, accomtpqd^on be restoied to the .wlple, or at 
least toe considerable poition of her authority as sove- 
reign. Injthaf’e^nt they foresaw,* that if th^ should 
ventofe to. accuse her'publicly of aerime ^.atrocious 
as die murder of her husband; they must oot only be 
excluded for ever, Srom power and favour, but from any 
hope .of personal; safe^.; . On: this account they long 
cfjnyhittd i^iemselves to; 'that which was originally de- 
fdaoed to be the rmion of their taking arms; this, aveng- 
ing the king’s death, thq dissolving the marriage with 
Bothwdh the indicting on him condif^ pimishment, 
or bamibing him for ever fiom the queen’s ^iresence. 
It a^ieaii dr<un the letters of Ihrokmorton,- published 
by bishop Keith, and in my Appendix, that bis sagacity 
early discovered foat Ibis would be the tenor of tbeir 
con^ct . in his letter from Edinborgh; dated July 
14fo,' he observ^ibat they do not forget tbeir own 
peril ^njoined^with the danger of Ibe prmce, but, as 
for- 'as 1 perceiv(e,.tliey intend not to fonch tl^ queen 
eifoeri iii;';iairefy>.iOT iB honOur; for .they spedk rtf hm 
wifoilsi^^ andi^^ affirm,.as I dolemn, 

thalh..1]fo bfoidijtii^.-af(wesaid .tpcco^ [it . e. the 
s^^tiim foom^lpialbjW^ to 

..^to ber.v^sfoto;-’*;'. * Appmd; Ifo. - 

a-decfoxw- 

tiob,mai^ h^{^ii;by*tiefoingtoa, in name aaldm pre- 
sence of li:is.4Miqictates,.< *^diBt they never mfomt barm 
Itoffoer to fov^meea’s pemoB nbrifoilMr hrinotir ibat 
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it of «]| prittces, stMogeM^ and, namjalyt of the 
queen of Boglend, betog df grieiroua and in- 

famoua titles, as to be not^ .cel^k, tniton, a^tioua, 
in^i^ aRd.cttiel, all wfaicb they stiffisr and bear iqHm 
their bat^, because diey will not justify themselTes, 
nor proceed in any thing tliat may touch thw' sove- 
reign’s honour. But in case they be widmthese defa- 
mations continually oppressed, or .with the force, aid, 
and practices of other princes, and nSHhelyof the queen 
of England, put in danger, or to an extremity, they shall 
be compelled to deal otherwise with the. queen than 
they intend, or than they dcsiie; for. added he, you 
may be sure we will not lose our lives, have our lands 
forfeited, and be reputed rebels through the world, 
seeing we have the means to justify ourselves.'* Keith, 
448. From this view of the slippery ground on which 
they stood at that time, their conduct in not pnxlueing 
the letters for several months, appears not only to have 
been prudent, but essential to their own safety. 

. But, at a subsequent period, when tlic co^ederates 
found it necessdry to have the form government, 
which tliey had established, confirmed by authority of 
parliament, a different moderof proceeding became re- 
quisite. All that bad hitherto bem done with respect 
to the queen’s dismission, the seating the young king 
upon the throne, and the appointramit of the regeit, was 
in realify nothing ifian than the deed of private men. 
It required die exhibition of some legal evidence to pro- 
cure a constitutional act giving the sanction of its. ap- 
probation to such violenfmeasuresy and to obtefn e 
perfect law ^ security far aM dieinibat either by dbod, 
- counsel, <xc subscr^ition, had entered into dtaijcnawte 
siiuie the begimung;’^ llayiire, This, .piewawto 
wf^diitwegent and Ws sieei^ dou|^^y|er long deli- 
bmatlp^-to agree to produce all Ibe evMimiceof which 
they trj^pe possessed ; and upon p^adndtion parlia- 
ment .passed the acts which weiie required, wteb a 



0 is' -o^n;. 



■cl 

dueed.tlifr 
thdr cc^^i.: > 


as in- 


cl^i^ in 
was 



bf^Hsi^il- 
most 


£;^uig against &ebi, 
tons. In December, 
of tbe members of it had i^lamwledg^^die king ae their 
lawful sovereign;’ and had subn^tedt^the iegenfs go- 
vernment.'. Hundyi Argyle, Heinies,.the'most-powerful 
noblomettr’of tlml;^arly,;W(»'e'pr@^t; ill die gplilment, 
and cc^eu^d ™ actof - JBdmburghy Dunbar, 

Dumbil^fr,. .and all the chief sttong^iblds in the! king- 
dom ^etie;im#ia thethands'Of the reg^t j the arms of 
France had full occupation ip,, ite ciVU war with, the 
Hugonioln^t The.i^tdour of Elizabeth^sealimbbii'alf of 
the paph^e queen seein&y^ l^ye abated; A stefi thdf 
would hay^ been follov^d>with ruin to the cqhfederates 
in June,]^Waa attended with little danger in' Dfeember. 
From,, i^ii> long .deduction it appears, that nO ^Oof of 
the l^t^^beingforg^oanbe diawn'&Om the circum-' 
staples .qftheir.nof having beeh produced immediate^' 
aft^-tim 2Qtb of June ; but though no ^pblic accusation 
waahrou^ inshmtly. against the queeip in consequence., 
of seizing die casket^ hints were given by the.cbnfe- 
deiates, .dint, they possessed evidence eufficiept; to 'con<- 
vict.j^en.nThiais.plainfy implied.^^ih a. letter ofThrok- 
moxt^,,Jply Sly. Keith, Fref-^p; xH, and moiii) clearly 
in thciptmii^e t^h I ^ve qdotbd from his lett^ of 
Apgu^j^,.,, in^ys blotter .of jidy ^y ^e piqieiscba* 
tai^ ija.^ Cfislmt ace sdil mi^ Fltuii^ pointed out. 
“ 7^ ^fccpifede^ dm^ have as 

appai^fiisoof^ll^^ as ^ell by die^ 


t^imipi^.bC:}M^iOW^^ 
coyerei^t^" ^ -.aiA-ii-*. :is. 

. m ■" 



l'i';^at.wl 

inteptioQ, the m^^esS^bf. dmilbirgertWesiablM^ the 
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point in naew, his s^icitiide to cat off sll doubts and 
cavib, and to avwd sppeanmce of uncertainty, sel- 
dom fail promptHig him ^ use expressions the nnmt 
explidt ^d iud« to Ids puT^se. The passives foisted 
into ancient authois by hoetics in diffmnt ages ; the 
legmtdaiy inirades .ol the Romish saints ; . the suppemi- 
titious deeds ^in ihdir-osm iasonr produced by monas- 
teries ; the ialse diiuters of hiomage mention^ Vol. 1. 
p. 3, are so many prpo£i pf this assertion. ’ No-maxim 
seems tube more certain dian this, diat a forger is often 
apt to prove too touch, but seldom falls into the error of 
proving too little. The point which tlie qneenjs ene- 
mies had to establish was, “that as the carl of Bothwelf 
was chief executor of the horrible abd unworthy murder 
peroetrated, See. so was she of the foreknowledge, coun- 
dh devise, persuader, and commander of the said mur- 
der to be done.” Good. ii. 307. But of this there are 
only imperi^ hints, obscure intimations, and dark ex- 
pressions in the letters, which, however convincing evi- 
dence they might furnish if found in^ real letters, bear 
no resemblance to that glare and superfluity of evidence 
which, forgeries commonly ’contain. All the advocates 
for Mvy 8 innocence in her own age, contend that there 
is nothing in the letters which can serve as a proof of 
her gndt. Lesly, Blackwood, Turner, flee, abound with 
pass^^ to this purpose ; nor are the sentiments of those 
in the present Cerent. “ Yet still it might have 
been expec^d (says oro of her ablest defenders), that 
sonm one or other of the pointa or articles of llie acc^ 
satioit should be made out clearly by the prodf ^ut 
nothing of that is to be seen in thC presmit case, thdw 
is n^iag in the letten that could plaudy 
wiifitot^have h^^n^the fbtokitwwl^^^ or 

'de^,-%^'.tou^, fhr IeM'to‘'%||j|^^^'adhd or 
coimaij^^lt : andas little:is 
or jnittifyip^ ttoy tourders ” Ho# ill 

advised Mary> adversarmnlb CCnt^ so mnclt 
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iIm conclusion &ey^h;^i|jiyifew#>^^ they been ^ 
biro as to have recoai|4'*t6r^jg|^,'||i it not; patural tl 
think tha.t they would ha?iFe:^]^Hduc4d’ soine^diing'moiv 
explicit and decisive ? : It is almost impossible to ini 
veirt a long n«fration‘of fictitipuB e^tfta, coimisting of 
various minute particiil^; an^ <0 connect these in such 
a manner with facts, that no mark of i^ud shall 
appear. F or this reaso^ skilful forgers avoid any long 
detail of circumstances, especially pffoteign ^d super- 
fluous ones, well knowing that the mpre these are mul- 
tiplied, the more arc the chances of detection increased. 
Now Ma^’s letters, e^ecially the first, are filled with 
a inultiplicity of circumstances, extremely natural in a 
real correspondence, but altogeAer foreign to the pur- 
pose of die queen’s enemies, and which it would have 
been «treme folly to have inserted, if they had been 
altogether -imaginaiy, and without foundation. 3. The 
truth and realib^ bf several circumstances in the letters, 
and these, too, of no very public nature, are confirmed 
by undoubted collateral evidence. Lett. i. .Good. ii. 
Pv 1.' The rpieen is said to have met one of l^nnox’s 
gentlemen, and to have had some jCOttversaetion widi 
him. Thomas C^wford, who was the person, appeared 
before Hizabeth’s commissioners, and confirmed, upon 
oatih, foe ttsilh of this circmnstance. He likewise de- 
cided, foat tfori^ thequeen’s stay at Glai^w, foe king 
r^CatcdctO 'himj, eyesy nighty whatever had passed 

fotough foe day, between .her him ; and 

that foe.|ifieentttgMren,of foese ctfovprsatidns'in the first ' 
letter, is nearly l^ Same: wifo what foe kiag qmnmniH- 
Gated to him. Good;, fo 2^. ^footfo^ing to fop anmf 
letter thpre ^t«^^ foe king and 

^ueen (foncqr^^;Myiitoj, and Wffoan. Good. 

M. fo 10, 11. Whtft this ]n%hit:l^, was ^together un- 
knttwe, until a letter of Mary’s, preserved in foe Scot^ 
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t^^^lege at Parts, and publish^. Keith, Pref. vii. 
discotered it to be an affair of fo much importance as 
inented all ike attention she paid to it at that time. It 
appears by a •letter from the French ambassador, that 
Mary was subject to a violent pain in her side. Keith, 
ibid. This circumstance is mentioned, Lett. i. 30, in 
a manner so natural as can scarcely belong to any but 
a genuine production. 4. If we shall still think it pro- 
bable to suppose that so many real circumstances were 
artfully introduced into the fetters by the forgers, in 
order to give an air of authenticity to their production ; 
it will hardly be possible to' hold the same opinion con- 
cerning the following particular. Before the ^jueen 
began her first letter to Bothwell, she, as usual among 
those who write long letters containing a variety of sub- 
jects, made notes or memorandums of the particulars she 
wishe<] to remember; but as she sat up writing during 
a great part of the night, and after her attendants were 
asleep, hw paper failed her, wd she continued her let- 
ter upon the same sheet on which she had formerly made 
her memorandum. This she herself takes notice of, an<i 
makes an apology for it : It is late ; I desire nevi^r to 
cease firom writing unto you, yet now, after the kissing 
of your hands, 1 will end my letter. Excuse my evil 
writing, and rei^ it twice oyer. Excuse that thing that 
is Shriblit, for I had na paper zesterday, quhen 1 wraitc 
that oif the memorial.” Good. ii. 28. lliesc memoran- 
dums still appear in the middle of the letter ; and what 
we have said seems naturally to account fer the manner 
how they might find tiieir way into a real letter. It is 
scared to be 8uppoi^> however, diat any forger would 
ikiak of placing memorandums in tiie middle of a tetter, 
wheii^'at first.8ight,1theynmkeso absurd so unna- 
turaijfui iqpipeacance. But if any ahall ititt earry their 
refiniument to such a lengA, as to m^pt^ that ^ for- 
gers wens sbnrtfnl as to^row in dds ctreumstance, in 
order to p^eterve tha ^peprance of genuineness, they 
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mnat lit least vrbo ein> 

ployi^ design 

and imaiung o£ fl^aif#li^not<;|^d ii^npr^ums ; 
bnt'We dnd them liS 'ta im^ne 

that they ivPre the .con- 

cei^g which the/queen^^aid gl^h^i^M: 
turns. Goiad.ii.: t52. 2 ^ 

-for the queen ber^lf wrij^ W^ 


be ; 

mat^c^actoess«on> 


ceming the differ^ jioittts ifi ^ meoppEm^lims; that 
there i(ras no hi^ .oFgi o^^enp^it ot it^iTjactions 


to the befiter ci^l^mih^'thete. \7hei%ehiocandnms are 
indeed the co^t^^^xA the letter,i 5, inpl^niDg 
her conversatiott'^ith kin^/' abbpt 
Myntp, HiegaiV j&fe iwQirs, morne jjUpr^tb^PT* 
rowJil tidjH fljieik;’^’,biitf np;Pn ihat pp^t^ f^.t^en 
eddsyi ff idus tojthe/rest bfj^Uiie ^iegait^.lie e^<^Lt 

it:j but; Iti^as 4he. mornp' O- e. jt^f nmimiQg] idler 

coming pf ^he did it)? .,^Good.i ii.' 9.^ ; This, addition, 
which could not have be^'made tUl alter die conversa- 
tion happe^ed,1%e^s.eiihen^.bave been, inserted by 
the queen into the body of the letter, pr, perhaps,, she 
ha#ig .w^^ten Ucpn ,di&''pmrgm, it waa ttlkeh theince 
intO' the.l^. j If we suppose the letter to -be a^epl one, 
imd-.wntt^.at 4ifBsrent .times^ .as.ifc'^ainly jbeais, this 
. cire um sta i M^e appears tp.be yery. natural ': butnoi reason 
• con^.hayeindqcedia for^r tp hiiim'Vi^tin^ tip<^ such 
an miihl^nism*drpr, wbieh Iheiei^.np An 

^|jiQt|perfectly. simitei* . tO; dds,;ii^e-,tp -dij^ine 


■ei^tfdtLh^ ■jimpcence,i-; 



0{mi^|t^ghimidipiu.#htt|i^ made, 

;£imt|iti a ^f^/fteply toibeinV Ac(r.avl^dir,^whb has in- 
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qoii^ iuto Hie affi^ ^fHiatperiod with great ioduatiy, 
and who has inoch knowledge. of them, has 

published (as he^lbiBs) a^emoostration of Hie forgery 
of Miwy’s ieMen$^, ; .iPus Hetdonstration he fboiids upon 
eyideiioe both iimmtd and extemal. WiHi regard to 
the former, .;he jhbeiSryes Hiat the French copy of. the 
queen’s let^ Is plmnly a translation Buchanan’s 
Latin copy ;'.jrhich Latin copy is only a translaHon of 
the Scottish copy ; and, by consequence^ the assertion 
of the Queen’s , ei^^ies, that she wrote them or^iaally 
in French, balto^^er groundless, and the whole letters 
are gross forgeries. He accounts for this strange sue* 
cession of translations) by opposing that when the for* 
gery was projected, nb person could be found ttipable 
of writing originally in the French language letters 
which would pass for the queen’s ; for that reason they 
were first composed in Scottish ; but unluckily the French 
interpreter, as he conjectures, did not understand that 
language; and therefore Buchanan translated them 
info Latin, and from this Latin Hiey were rendered into 
French. Good. i. 79, 80. 

It Is hardly necessary to observe; that nd> proof what- 
ever is produced 'of any of these sdppositioos. The 
manner of Hie Scots in that age, - when ahniMt every 
man of rank spent a part of his youth in France, and 
the intercourse between the two nations was great, ren- 
ders ittdtogetb^improbaUe'Hiat so many complicated 
operations should be necessary in order to procure a 
few letters to he Written ih the French language. .. 

But wiHu^tinSistiDg iarHier on Hus, we may observe, 
Httii aU Hiw.iraHu«fs prediisM may be grmitei^ andj^ 
hishondusiiNi wiU fidlow, utHeskkw Ukewiiepnfove 
jHiat H^ FrenchjsIt^ Wvro ‘nQw Jfonie ard a true 

Jf Hufoe vrma ptodn^ hy|ilt^ and his 
puty m parBanfon^^ at 

WektBomfoi^ 'But t^ liii;^haa^^W ; and if 

we attend to the histaiy of^<let|^ such an attempt, 
it is obvious, must have been unspccessful. The letters 



286 DlSS^aXATFON ON 

were first j)ttl|iHBh«d Bficiianan’s De^tidn, 

llie fizSt^edition ef ili(i8'tr8Sii^^.aa[<'^'''^^tiii, ,i^ irfaich 
language three of fiie*queen> leitert #i^e siil^tied to 
it? this Latin edkicteti^ 1571; Soon 

after, a* Scottish transi^^ of it ^^pubh^ed, fanfi at 
the end of it were pnnte^llikjM^^^jb :Seoa?% 
letters which h)Ml sqipdii^ iii; latia^ :itod five 

other letters in Scottish, trhieh jtreri^a^^^ in the Latin 
edition;' 'Next 'topea^d A'^Ftoneh-lhtojila^itiifi' ihe'De- 
tectioi^' and of#v^ of fho le.^rt j’ ; fifis h^ii|^;have 
been pri^d at Edinburgll %' Thoisiil Walt^, 4572. 
The name of t^lace, aa^Il m fte printer, ie^lowed 
l^'all paiities 'to be a tna^fast impOstare.' Oh^^toithor, 
olwerving 4e Jay ^ %e BtonthVfeOi^^ tlm 
printing^ is' said to^ve beeh;J^ished, has-^ila^'d that 
this edition was printed' at London '; but no stress can 
te laid upon a date found in a book, where every othOr 
circumstance with regard to the printing is allbwed to be 
false. BlackwTOd, who (next to Lesly) was the best 
itemed 'Of all iMuy’s"^Vocates in that age, affirms, 
that die/Fr^ch edition nf . the l)etection was published 
m F%0i t^ «Il;^chanah3 a depuis adjousto a cette 
deO^nmMpn uh petit libelle du pretendu mafiage du 
D^'de Norfolk, et de la fa^on de siwi proces, et la tout 
ehyoye aux freres a la Roselle, lOsquids voyama qull 
pot^ott i^nri* k la cause, I’-ont Iraduit Fj^^ois, «t 
ic<^>fi^ imprimfe. A Edinburg, so^^st' h dire k 
Ro^i^ par Tbomto Widtemi -ito^ 4 

plOMr;' ^ Tteauthor 

^ we ltmoeeace ^, M4ine goek aad . th* 

^nch translator of the detaksteon.: “ ^ic^ w 
mi^meht cosuposfi (etiiiune;4^^^^ pm iQe^Ms 
BjhMan Eacosspys; et di^ tw^ en‘ 
Franqoise:^ un Nugono^ 

4e plus 

conferring ttottoa^f of tnS autbora, 

whose residue in j^nmce^^oided diem sufficient 
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means of infoimation, nuist outweigh a slight conjee* 
ture. The j^rench transliftor does not pretend to publish 
the original FreneU letters as writtm by die queen her- 
self ; he expKSsI^, decla«w that he translated them 
from the l is tin . Good. i. 103. Had our author at- 
tended to dll diese circumstances, he might have saved 
himself the hJlxrar of M^ntany criticisms to prove that 
the present French xxipy of the letters is a translation 
from the Latin., The French editorihimself acknowledges 
it, and, so far as Lknow, im person eSer denied it 

We may obsem that Ine French translator was so 
igncsrairtas to afiirm that Mi^ had written these letters, 
partly in French, partly in Scottish. Good. i. 103. Had 
this Jransli^on b^n published at London by Cecil, or 
ha4 it been made by hi^ direction, so gross an error 
would not have been admitted into it. This error, how- 
ever, was owing to an odd circumstance. In the Scot- 
tish tranriation of the Detection, two or three sentences 
of the original French were prefixed to each letter, which 
breaking off with an &c. the Scottish hnnslation of the 
whole letter followed. Thb method of printing trans- 
lations was not uncommon in that age. The French 
editor <dM«^ing this, foolishly concluded timt the letters 
had been written partly in French, partly in Scottish. 

If we .carefully ermsider ikoae few French sentences 
of each letter, whidi still remain, and apply to them 
that jipecies W criticism, by which our autiior has ex- 
ammbd the whole, adear proof will arise, that there was 
a French copy not translated from the Latin, but Wthicb 
was itself ^ original from which both the Latiixand 
Scottish haw been transfoted. Iliis mbnte critiGisaa 
must necessarily be ditegteifsble to mai^ readers bvt 
luckily a fiew sentences only ife to.be esaitefedt wiricb 
wdl reitdjteit mttreteely 

Jo. tike the Fiencb amMnai#|NwiBed to it 

ends will. wwds, fgktil mm. Ifeis pl^ this 
cxpKwioto SWM ce ^ pad uh carpi mu emy, is by no 
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meanl^a traiuleti(Hi as^m atque 

iWwMe 

bte^^aAce in t^tin nor 

S^iottish ^ve fetiuiatedt^^^/;^ not a 

tonslation^of teh frans- 

iation, qt!^ die 

French more fof ' 

until as vire11/u'4»i^^;' Je j^opos 

is not jus% c^ 

quoqUim i ^ §k*6^ ns^ in’^/e iibiy is one 

_„..i:-_^ii ‘.t-.- t£L. .. k’^r^babie 

!^er^: 


peculiar ^ that linguag^'^ 
accounibf, hofllehaTiour l^tl 


qu'il ^^'^auStMn is n^fa trawlaiion'bf ut '^iti judi- 
carent id non en^usu:^ The French sqita&bh .pre' 
fiaed,,to:i^..2/^d^iihn;y»*«n^ It weVii^t that 
both the jLatin laid' 'Soottbh l)rimBlatidt>ft- have omitted 
altc^ethfff’ these( wotds, U ^ndtf^ Je ne’pidtnjpj^endre. 
The Frenbh swt^ce jprefixdd t>) lett; 3. eads ivAhpre-. 
senter. J'ape v^Uplmiard lu huut is ^inly np trans- 
lation of d^itM! i^k the sense d^ the French 

is bet^r .i^ress^ by 

is very 

d^^]t %ip W 

Wpewel m 

g^®? , of %in, hPi^eVer,;^ pcyn^urt^ch. 

it: “ .rrr. -ish editipp of, die 1 
«ah«^ m Fiwph, as 

is not po^ie tolmlieve that 

whjcIw^SL, 


icpncern- 



whole 



pc^^icomd 

.^tiaiiisb^ 


jire^ froiii 
Ji pf ' an equal 
. Now 

Id eirst thiidt'oi a thiibjg so absurd and im- 
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practicable, as to require one to translate a certain given 
number of lines in prose, into an equal number of verses 
where both measure and rhyme were to be observed. 
Tlie Scottish, on die contrar}', appears maiufcstly to be 
a translation of the French ; the phrases, the idioms, 
and many of the words are French, and not Scottish. 
Besides, the Scottish translator has, in several instances, 
mistaken the sense of the French, and in many more 
expresses the sense imperfeedy. .Had the sonnet been 
forged, this could not have happened. The directors 
of the fraud would have understood their own work. 

I shall satisfy myself with one example, in which 
there is a proof of both my assertions. Stanza viii. 
ver. 9. 

Pour luy j’attendz toute bonne fortune, 

Pour luy je veux garder sante et vie. 

Pour luy tout vertu de suivre j ay envie. 

For him I attend all good fortune. 

For him I will conserve helthc and life, 

For him I desire to ensue courage. 

Attend in the first Hue is not a Scottish, but a French 
phrase; the two other lines do not express the sense of 
the French, and the last is absolute nonsense. 

The eighth letter was never translated into French, 
It contains much refined mysticism about devices, a folly 
of that age, of which Mary was very fond, as appears 
from several other circumstances, particularly from a 
letter concerning impresas by Drunjmond of Hawthorn- 
den. If Mary’s adversaries forged her letters, fliey 
were certainly employed very idly when they produced 
this. 

From these observations it seems to be evident mat 
there was a French copy of Mary’s letters, which the , 
Ijifin and Scottish were only translatkwisi’ Noting 
now remains of this copy but those fkw ttblpnces vfhich 
are prefixed; to the Scottish trandstioib* The ^|isnch 

VOL. II. tJ 



290 DISSERTATION ON 

editor laid hold of these sentences, and tacked his own 
translation to them, which, so far as it is his work, is a 
servile and a very wretched translation of Buchanan’s 
Latin; whereas, in those . introductory, sentences, we 
have discovered strong n^rks of their being originals, 
and certain proofs that they are not ^translated from 
the Latin. 

It is apparent, too, from comparing the Latin and 
Scottish translations with these sentences, that the 
Scottish translator has more perfectly attained the sense 
and spirit of the French than the Latin. And as it ap- 
pears, that the letters were very early translated into 
Scottish, Good. ii. 76. it is probable diat Buchanan 
made .his translation, not from the French but from the 
Scottish copy. Were it necessary, several critical 
proofs of this might be produced. One that has been 
already mentioned seems decisive. Diittius illic morata 
sum bears not the least resemblance to fay valU plus 
lard la haul ; but if, instead of I walkit [i. e. watched] 
latter thairup, we suppose that Buchanan read I waitit, 
Ac. this mistake, into which he might so easily have 
fall^, accounts for the error in his translation. 

These criticisms, however minute, appear to be well- 
founded. But whatever opinion may be formed con- 
cerning them, the other arguments, with regard to the 
internal evidence, remain in full force. 

The external proofs of the forgery of the queen’s let- 
ters, which our author has produced, appear at first 
sight to . be .specious, but are not more solid, than that 
which we have already examined. T^e proo& may 
be classed under two heads. . . 1. The erroneous and 
contradictory accounts which are said to be given of 
the letters upon the first judicial production of them. 
In die secret coun^ held December 4, 1567>lhey are 
deseribed “ as h^, privie letters vnritten smd subscrint 
with iher afrin hand.’- Haynes, 454. Good. ii. 64. In 
the act^of patliunent, passed on^die ISA of die same 
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OKmth, they are described as “ her pririe letters written 
halelie with her awin hand.” (3ood. ib. 07. Tltis di> 
versity of descrip'tion has been considered as a strong 
presumption of fbigery. The manner in which Mr. 
Hume accounts for this is natural and plausible, vol. v. 
p. 498. And several ingenious remarks, tending to 
confinn his observations, are made in a pamphlet lately 
published, entitled, Miscetlanerms Jtem&rks on the En- 
quiry into the Evidence against Alary Queen of Scots. 
To what they have observed it may ^ added, tliat the 
original act of secret council does not now exist; we 
have only a copy of it found among Cecil's papers, and 
the transcriber has been manifestly so ignorant, or so 
careless, that an argument founded entirely upon the 
supposition of his accuracy is of little force. Several 
errors into which he has fallen, we ore enabled to point 
out, by comparing his copy of the act of secret council, 
with the act of parliament passed in consequence of it. 
The former contains a petition to parliament; in the 
latter the real petition is resumed verbatim, and con* 
verted into a law. In the copy, the queen’s marriage 
with Dothwell is called “ a priveit marriage,” which it 
certainly was not ; for it was celebntted, after proclama- 
tion of banns, in St. Giles’s church three several days, 
and with public solemnity ; hut in Uie act it is denomi- 
nated ane pretendit marriage,” which is the proper 
description of it, according to the ideas of the party. 
In the copy, the queen is said to be so thrall and 
l^tdy aftectionat to the privat appetite of that tyrant*' 
which is nonsense, but in the act it is ** blindly aSli^ee* 
tionat” In the copy it is said, “ all nobill and virtuenis 
men abhorring their trame and company.” In the aeV 
“ their Qrrannie and companie,” ^ich Is evidendy the 
true reading, as the other has eifeer no meaning, or is 
a mere taht^ogyv "2, The other proof of die forgery 
of dw lettefa, is fonnded upon ^ ia^wiidnliQr ctf re- 
conciling die account, given the when, and the 

v2 ‘ 
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places from which, the letters are supposed to have been 
written, with what is certainly known concerning the 
queen’s motions. According to the paper published, 
Anders, ii. 269, which has been called Murray’s Diary, 
and which is formed upon the authority of Acs letters, 
Mary set out from Edinburgh to Glasgow, January 21, 
1567 ; she arrived there on the 23rd; left that place on 
the 27th ; she, together with the king, rep.ched Linlith- 
gow on the 2Sth, stayed in that town only one night, 
and returned to Edinburgh before the end of the month. 
But, according to Mr. Goodall, the queen did not leave 
Edinburgh until Friday, Janusury 24th; as she stayed a 
night at Callendar, she could not reach Glasgow sooner 
than the evening of Saturday the 25th, and she returned 
to Linlithgow on Tuesday the 28th. By consequence, 
the first letter, which supposes the queen to have been 
at least four days in Glasgow, as well as the second 
letter, which bears date at Glasgow, Saturday morning, 
whereas she did not arrive there until the evening, must 
be forgeries. That the queen did not set out from 
Edinburgh sooner than the 24lb of January, is evident 
(as he contends) from the public records, which con- 
tain a Precept of a corfirmation of a life-rent by James 
Boyd to Margaret Chalmers, granted by the queen, on 
the 24th of January, at Edinburgh ; and likewise a let- 
ter of the queen’s^ dated at Edinburgh on the same day, 
appointing James Inglis, taylor to the prince, her son. 
That the king and queen had returned to Linlithgow 
on the 28tb, appears from a deed, in which they ap- 
point Andrew Ferrier, keeper of their palace diere, 
dated at Linlithgow, January 28. Good. i. 118. 

This has been represented to be not only a convinc- 
ing, but a legal proof of the forgery of the letters said 
to be written by Mary ; but how far it falls short of 
this, will appear from the following considerations : 

; 1. It is evident from a declaration or confe&ion 
made by the bishop of Ross, that before the confe- 
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rences at York, which were opened in the beriming of 
October, 166B, Mary had, by an artifice of Maitland'd, 
got into her hands a copy of those letters which her 
subjects accused her of having written to Bothwcll. 
Brown's Trial of the Duke of Norfolk, 31. 36. It is 
liiglily probable that the bishop of Ross had seen die 
letters before he wrote the defence of queen Mary’s 
honour in 1370. They were published to all die 
world, together with Buchanan's Detection, A.D. 1571 . 
Now, if they had contained an error .so gros-s, and, at 
that time, so obvious to discovery, as the supposing 
the queen to have pa-ssed several days at tJlasgow, 
while she was really at Edinburgh ; had they con- 
tained a letter dated at Glasgow, Saturday morning, 
though she did not arrive there till the evening ; is it 
possiblc>that shc*herself, who knew her own motions, 
or the able and zealous advocates who ap|>carcd for 
her in that age, should not have published and ex- 
posed this contradiction, and, by so doing, have blmstcd 
at once the credit of such an imposture ? In disquisi- 
tions which are naturally abstruse and intricate, tlic in- 
genuity of the latest author may di.scovcr many things 
which have escaped the attention, or baffled the saga- 
city, of those who have formerly considered the same 
subject But when a matter of fact lay so obvious to 
view, this circumstance of its being unobserved by the 
queen herself, or by any of her adherents, is almost a 
demonstration that there is some mistake or fallacy in 
our author’s arguments. So far are any, cither of our 
historians, or of Mary’s defenders, from calling in 
question the common account concerning the time of 
the queen’s setting out to Glasgow, and her returning 
from it, that there is not the least appeunnee of any 
difTerraCt among them with regard to this point. But 
farther, 

2. Those papers in the public records, oh whiih our 
author rests the proof of bis assertion concerning the 



294 DISSERTATION ON 

queen s motions, are not tte originals subscribed by the 
queen, but copies only, or translations of copies of 
those originals. It is not necessary, nor would it be 
very easy, to render this intelligible to persons unac- 
quainted with the forms of law in Scotland ; biit every 
Scotsman conversant in business will understand me 
when I say, that the precept of confirmation of the life- 
rent to Boyd is only a Latin copy or note of a precept, 
which was sealed with Ae privy-seal, on a warrant 
from the signet-office, proceeding on a signature which 
bore date at Edinburgh, the 24th of January ; and that 
the deed in favour of James Inglis is the copy of a let- 
ter, sealed with the privy-seal, proceeding on a signa- 
ture which bore* date at Edinburgh, January 24. From 
all this we may argue with some degree of reason, that 
a ^proof founded on papers which are so many removes 
distant from the originals, cannot but be very lame 
and uncertain. 

. 3. At that time all public papers were issued in the 
name both of the king and queen ; by law, the king’s 
subscription was no less requisite to any paper than the 
queens; and therefore, unless the original signatures 
be produced, in order to ascertain the particular day 
when each of them signed, or to prove that it was 
signed only by one of them, the legal proof aris- 
ing from these papers would be, that both the kinc 
Slid queen signed them at Edinburgh on the 24th of 
Januaity. 

4. The dates of the warrants or precepts issued by 
the sovereign in that age, seem to have been in a grei 
measwre aibifrary, and afoed at 'lhe pleasure of the 
writer ; and of consequence, these dates were seldom 
aw^te, are often false, and can never be relied upon. 
This abu% Imcamc so frequent, and vras found to be 
so penucious, that ah act of parliament, A.!)., 1592 

dedared the fixing a felse date to a signature to be 
‘ nierh-treason. . 
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5. There stiU remain, in the public nN:ord8, a great 
number of papers, which prove the necessity of this 
law, as well as the fallacy of our author's arguments. 
And though it be no easy matter, at the distance of 
two centuries, to prove any particular date to be 
false, yet surprising instances of this kind sh^ be pro- 
duced. Nothing is more certain from history, than 
that the king, was at Glasgow, 24th January, 1567, 
and yet the record of signatures from 1A65 to 1582, 
fol. IGth, contains the copy of a ugnature to Arclii- 
bald Edmonstou, said to have been subscribed by our 
sovereigns, i. e. the king and queen, at Edinburgh, 
January 24, 1567; so that if wc were to rely impli- 
citly ujK>n the dates in the records of that age, or to 
hold our author’s argument to be good, it would prove 
that not only the queen, but the king too wa#«t Edin- 
burgh on the 24th of January. 

It appears from an original letter of the bishop of 
Ross, that on the 25th of October, 1566, Mary lay at 
the point of deatlj ; Kcitli, App. 134 ; and yet a det?J 
is to be found in the public records, which bears that 
it was signed by tlie queen that day. Privy seal, lib. 
35. fol. 89. OuchterUmtf* 

Buthwell seized the queen, as she returned firom 
Stirling, April 24, 1507, and (according to her own 
account) conducted her to Dunbar with all diligence;. 
And. i. 95. But our author, relying on the dates of 
some papers which he found in the records, supposes 
that Bothwell allowed her to stop at Edinburgh, and 
to transact business there. Nothing can be more impro- 
bable than this supposition. Wc may therefore iwdi the 
date of the deed to Wright, Privy seal, lib. 36. fol. 43, 
and which is mentioned by our author, vol. i. 124, 

«N.B. In«owea(U>«aifier«iiHio«oflfaiintnn«Sin,watlirrimMiicrafl>i« 
nme mhh Ummc wktcli go before follow wot wopii oft od ; bot tUi. bas 

rtace been dUcoveredf oo o witbAe of IbcjMtriiiii ei[oploye«l to MOincb 

tlio toeords. umI Ulbrirfore otoJiled i» tbii rdltloii. The rrototong, Huwom. in 
ihr Dmcruikio, RUiida lUH S*i force. wgwiOtttitodliig ihW oonrAhl 
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among the instances of the fhlse dates of papers which 
were issued in the ordinary course of business in that 
age. Our author has mistaken the date of the other 
paper to Forbes, ibid.,* it is signed- April 14th, not 
April 24th. 

If there be any point agreed upon in Mairy’s history, 
it is that she remained at Dunbar from the time that 
Bothwell carried her diither, till she returned to Edin- 
burgh along with him in the beginning of May. Our 
author himself allows that she resided twelve days 
there, vol. i. 367. Now, though there are deeds in the 
records which bear diat they were signed by the queen 
at Dunbar during that time, yet there are others which 
bear that they were signed at Edinburgh ; e. g. there is 
one at Edinburgh, April 27th, Privy seal, lib. 36. fol. 
97. HilirK are others said to be signed at Dunbar on 
that day. Lib. 31 . Chart. No. 524. 526. Ib. lib. 32. 
No.* 154. 157. There are some signed at Dunbar, April 
28th. Odxers at Edinburgh, April 30th, lib, 32. Chart. 
No. 492. Others at Dunbar, May 1st. Id. ibid. No. 
158. These different charters suppose the queen to 
have made so many unknown, improbable, and incon- 
sistent journeys, that they afford the clearest demon- 
stration that the dates in these records ‘ought not to be 
depended on. 

This becomes more evident from the date of the 
charter said to be signed April 27tb, which happened 
that year to be a Sunday, which was not, at that time, 
a day of business in Scodand, as appears from the books 
ois^erunt, then kept by the lords of session. 

From, this short review of our author’s proof of the 
. foiirgery of the letters to Bothwell, it is evident, that his 
arguments are far from' amounting to demonstration.* 

• The uQcertaintT of toy condiujaD fonned merely on Uie date of poblk papers 
in dint age. especially with respect to the king, is coii6rmed and illustrateo by a 
. discpTeiT which'was made lately. Mr, DaTidson (to whom 1 was indebtod for inucli 
Information when 1 composed this; piasertation thirty-three years ago) )us. in the 
^^oune of his vcaeaiclich into the antiquities of his country, found an urigiml paper 
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Another argument against the genuincncs.>i of these 
letters is founded on. the style and composition, which 
are sai'd to be altogether unworthy of the queen, and 
unlike her real productions. It is plain, both from the 
great accuracy of composition in most of Mary letters, 
and even firom her solicitude to write them in a fair 
hand, tliat she valued herself on those accomplishments, 
and was desirous of being esteemed an elegant writer. 
But when she wrote at any time in a hurry, then many 
marks of inaccuracy appear. A remarkable iiLstancc 
of this may be found in a paper publislicd, Good. ii. 
301. Mary’s letters to Bothwcll were written in tlie 
utmost hurry ; and yet under all the disadvantages of a 
translation, they are not destitute either of spirit or 
tmergy. The manner in which she exprcsse.s her love 
to Botliwell has been pronounced indecent and even 
shocking. But Mary’s temper led her to wann ex- 
pressions of her regard ; those refinements of delicacy, 
which now appear in ail the commerce between the 
sexes, were, in that age, but little known, even among 
persons of tlic highest rank. Among the earl of Hard-' 
wicke's papers, there is a scries of letters from Mary 
to the duke of Norfolk, copied from the Uarlcian li- 
brary, p. 37. b. 9. fol. 8B, in which Mary declares her 
love to that nobleman in langtjage which would now 
be reckoned extremely indelicate : Hurd. State Papers, 
i. 189, &c. 

Some of Mary’s letters to Bothwell were written be- 

wbicti niuita(vpcmrcuri(Mjf to Scottish ooitqoaric*. BiiclisnsQ •iicrts, ifuit on w* 
count of Ibcking*! fre(|o«m •bsetier. occMionrd hjr h>« and love of field- 

sports, a carhftUt or aump nst Tii srlat. was nusde, with whiedt his naoM* w Js aAxrd 
16 public deeds, as if he tiad been prewnt. HUt. lib. xv»i. p« 34^. edit, Huddifn. 
Knox relates the tame thing, Ifisi. p. Ilow nmdi ilits mtf have dirfsiesl Um* 

king of the conaeaucnce which he derived ffou having his tiaiue conjoined with that 
of the queen in alt public deeds, as the aAxiiig of hU name was therrhv |jot cntlreljr 
in the power of the person who had the cuab^jr of ihe la manilm. Tins 

keeping of it, as both Buchanan and Knox affirm, was to Rjxio. A laic 

deleodef of queen Mary calls in question what they relate, and Metns to eonsid^ it 
as one of fheif aipmionv* Cooaall, vol, i. tS8 The trndi of their aiaertfot*, 
Itowever, u now fully estahluhed, by Ihe original deetl whicb 1 have ^nscfiUuneJ. 
This 1 have aeen and eaamincd with atieaiian. It ianow lodged by Mr, Jlavid*o» 
tn the aignet*oAee. To H the tubsevipUda of tbc ktugV iiasMi bav evideiilly bern 
made by a ceeAeiCv whh prhrtff'f ink. 
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fore the murder^of her husband ; some of them after 
that event, and before her m^iage to Bothwell. Those 
which are prior to the death of her husband abound 
with the fondest expressions ol^her love’ to Bothwell, 
and excite somediing mpio than a suspicion that, their 
&miliarity had been extremely criminal. We find in 
them too, some dark expreauons, which her enemies 
employed to prorej^l^ she was no stranger to the 
schemes which were formed against her husbaiid’s life. 
Of this kind are the following passages : “ Alace I I 
never dissavit ony body ; but 1 remit me altogidder to 
zour will. Send me advertisement quhat I sail do, 
and quhatsaever thing come thereof, I sail obey zow. 
Advise to with zourself, gif ze can find out ony mair 
secret inventioun by medicine, for he suld tak medi- 
cine and the bath at Craigmillar.” Good. ii. 22. “ See 
not hir quhais fenzeit teiris suld not be sa meikle 
praisit and estemit, as the trew and faithfull travellis 
quhilk I sustene for to merit hir place. For obtaining 
of the quhilk, againis my natural, 1 betrayis thanie that 
■may iinpesche me. God forgive me,” &c. Ibid. 27. “ I 
have walkit later 'thairup, than I wald have done, gif 
it had not been to draw something out of him, quhilk 
this berer will schaw zow, quhilk is the fairest commo- 
dity that can be ofierit to excuse zour affairs.” Ibid. 32. 
From the letters posterior to the death of her husband, 
it is evident diat the scheme ot Bothwell’s seizing 
Mary by fiarce, and carrying her along with him, was 
contrived in concert with herself, and with her ap- 
probation.' 

' ThAt letters of so imicb importence as those of Muj to Bothwell should have 
been entiidj lost, appews to many altogether onaccoontable. After being pro- 
dooed in Begland before EUiabeth’a commissioners, they were delivered back by 
them to the earl of Murray. Good. ii. 335. He seems to have krat them in lus 
possession durlof life. After his death, they fell into the bands of Lennox his sue- 
cessor, who reitored them to the eari of Morton. Good. ii. 91. Thoo^ it be not 
necessarily connected wHh any of tbe questions which gave occasion to this Di9.vcr- 
tatkm^it may perhaps satisfy the curiojnty of some of my readen to inform them, 
.that, after a very dAigent search, which has lately ^n made, no cwy of Mary’s 
letim to Bothwell can be found in any of the pnblic libraries in Great Briuin. 
The only, certain intelligence concertfing them, uitoe the time of their being deli- 
vered to Morton, ivaa cominuntoted by the accuiate Dr. Birch. 
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With respect to the sonnets, Sir David Dalrjmple 
has proved clearly, Uiat diey must have been written 

Extrsct of Ibe letten of Robert Bowet » ciq. ombotwidor IhM qoocn Hbobtib to 
the king of Scotland, writt«t to Sir Fnaeb WafatiigbMn* MCMvydf Mile, from the 
origtiMt register book of Mr, Bowet's letters, from JMh of Aoml* t56S, tn tSiK 
September, lAbS. in the posseisitm of Cbrbtopber Hooter, M D. of Dorhoni. 

158«, Bih Nomibef, from EdiobofyK. 

Albeit I have been bori.^ \ band. That the codfer wberrki veto the orlgioats of 
kiters between the SeottMb qoeeo ainl the earl of Bothwcll, bod been Mioaietl lo 
simdf/ bands, and thereby wa.’t at preseot wanting, and unknown where it itMrd.eei 
I havr teamed certalalj bj the prior of Ptu icara|tlt*i t oeo a s , that boMt tbt eomr 
and ako U>^ wiitingf are oume. and now icmam trllh the carl of Gowric, oho, 1 
|tero ' ve, will be 'otreated to make dellTery to her acoordhtf to her 

iHRiesty'* desuT. 

ni’s timi past I ^ve expended in searching witere the ccidVr and wrUhifi ware, 
wherci.' Miikoot the lu!p i t tbe prior, 1 should have found great dlfieolty ; now 1 
•*iil esv’ v OoHrie, and of i y success you shall be ahortly advertised. 

Ifth of November, 15Hf, from ISdinborgh. 

Because 1 had both learned, tliat the casket and b tiers mcntioneil in my lasC» 
l»cfore these were ctvme the po -sesatun of tbe earl of (S^rwrle. and also fuand that 
no me, u miglit prevad to win the saiue out of 1»'< bands williout his own conarni and 
privity i in which behalf I Kid i iiiptayed fit instruments, that neverthelet* profiting 
nothing ; tbcrvfoiv I attempted to essay hitnseif. letting him know that tJie said 
casket and Jotters should have been l»rought to her majesty by the oficr and good 
means of pood friends, promising to hive delivcted them to her tnaiesty befon* they 
came inro his hands and custody, and knowing that he did bear the (ike alfKtion, 
and wan ready to plcnsun* her majesty in ail things, and chiefiy in this that had 
been thus far tendered to her majesty, and which Uicrehy shcmld bo wdt accq*ied 
and with princely thanks gral‘>it\ b<* requited to hU comfort and contentment; I 
moved him that tliry might be a present to be sent to her mn^nrty from him* and that 
I might c.'«u«c the same to be conveyed to her majesty, adding heretmto such words 
and arntt'Mcnt!' as might IkiUi stir op a ht'fw of IKwralily, and also best rffeet tlir 

f UirpoM.’. At ) first be was loth (u agree that they were in his jwssvsskm ; but 1 
el him plaiiiiy know that 1 was ccrfaiiily infurmrtl that they were delivrrrd to him 
by Slaardcfs jardiii ; whereupon he presscvl to know who did so infi»rrn me, inqotr» 
ing whether the 'uiiv of the carl of Mewton had rimic it, or no, I did not otherwise 
in r(*Tiii« deny or answer tbercunio, hut that he might think that he bad fuld 
me as tin prior is ready to avouch, and well pleased that I shad give him Iw be the 
author thereof, after > had said [though] all fl»esc letters were in his kerping 
(whidt hi- Auuld neither grant nor deny), yt*t iic might not deliver them to otty 
person without tlie consents and |rrivitie.s, as well o? the king, that had inN*fr»t 
tlicrcin, as dsoof (lie rest of the noblcnieti enterprisers of the action againtt theking's 
uiother. and that would have tiicni kept as an cvtdmte lo warrant and make 
tliat action. And albeit 1 replied, that their action in that part touching the avsig- 
nation of the erown to the king by bis oioilier, liad received such cslaldishment, 
confirroaiion, and strength, by acts of porllainrnts and oiin.’f pubTic Mthority umI 
inttfureeaU, at neither should tlmt cote be saffered to come in debate or queotioa, 
nor sodi scrolls and lepers ought to be shewed for (he slreogd>enifig thereof, so m 
these might well be left and be reodered lo the hands of her majesty . lo whom the/ 
were destined before Uwy fell to his keeping ; yui hr would not he rrmovefl or 
satisfied ; condudifig, after raueh leasoning, ihkt the earl of Morton, nm any other 
that hod the charge and keeping thereof* durst at any time moke dclivevy i ood be* 
cause it was Uie first time that Ikad looeed him ihemtin. and that h« would |Mly 
both onswei her majesty's good cipcctelioa in him. and also perform hia duty due. 
to bis soveieign and astoctam ia the aetjoo olbrrwid ; thmefrnn ha would seek oat 
the Slid casket and letters* at his return to hU house, whieli he thoogbt should be 
within a short liose; and upon finding of the mubc, and better odvior and oonsk 
deration had of the cause* be would give farther iUrwer. Thk reselitlkn I Uve 
received oa to the thing ; and for the present f couid not better, lenviog him togrre 
her majesty such testhnonj of hb good wilt towards bet, by h» frauk deafinfj 
herein, as she jnay Have cause to confirm her Ifighncas's good opinion ewmeivrd 
already uf hioi* and be thereby draws to greater goodnem townrds him. I shall suit 
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after ihe murder of the king and prior to Mary’s mar- 

riage nritlt Bothwell. But ^ hardly any part of my 

y ' , .4 ' ^ 

labour him both by myself and also by all otbdt ineBQ9 : bat 1 greatly distrust the 
desired success berein. ,, 

94th of November, l5B9j from Bdinburgh. 

For the locor^ of die letters in the coffu,.,e6me to tlje hands of the earl of 
Gowrle* I have lately moved him earnestly therein, letting him know the purpose 
of the Scottish queen, both by giving out that the letters are couuterfeited by our 
rebels, and also seeking thereon to have them delivered to her or defaced, and that 
the meqns which she shall inake^ this behalf shall be so great and elFecUml, as these 
wTitinp cannot be safely ke^M^t realm without dangerous offeuce of him that 
hath the custody thereof neipiilr he that is once known to have them be tof- 
fered to hold tliem in his haul^^ Herewith I have at larra opened the perils likely 
to fall to that action, and the parties therein, and particolarlv to himself that is now 
openly knoi^ to have the possession of these writings, and I have lettin him see 
what surety it 4>all bring loathe said cause and all the parties therein, and to hlro- 
relf, that these writings may be with secrecy and good order committed to the keep- 
ing of her majesty, that will have them reaoy whensoever any nse shall be for them, 
and by her highness's countenance defend them and the parties from such wrongful 
objections as &all be laid against them, offering at iengtn to him, that if he be not 
fuUy satisfied therein, or doubt that the rest of the associates shall not like of the 
delivery of them' to her majesty in this good manner, and for the interest rehearsed, 
that 1 shall readily, upon meeting and conference with them, prpeure their assent 
in this part (a matter more easy to offer than to perform) ; and lastly, moving him 
that (for the secrecy and benefit of the cause, and that her majesty's good opinion 
towards himself may be firmly settled and confirmed by his acceptable forwardness 
therein) he would, without needless scruple, frankly commit these writings to her 
majesty's good custody for the good uses receivid. After long debate be resolved, 
anq said, that he would unfeignedly shew and do to her majesty all the pleasure that 
he might without ofifence to the king his sovereign, and prejudice to the associates in 
the action, and therefore he would first make search and view the said letters, and 
herein take advice what he night do, and how far he might satisfy and content her 
majesW ; promising thereon to ^ve more resolute answer ; and he concluded flatly 
that after he had found and seen die writings, that be might not make delivery of 
them without the privity of the king. Albeit I stood along with him against his 
resolution in this point, to acquaint the king with this matter before the letters syere 
in the hands of her majesty, letting him see that bis doings there sfaduld admit 
great danger to the cause ; yet I could not remove him from it. It may be that 
he meaneth to pot over Ihe matter from himself to the king, upon sight whereof I 
shall travel effectually to obtain die king's consent, that the letters may be committed 
to her majesty's keeping, thinking it more easy to prevail herein with the king, in die 
present love and affection that he bearctb to her highness, than to wiu any thing the 
bands of the associates in the notion, whereof some principal of them now come and' 
remain at the devotion of the king's mother; in this I shall still call on Gowrie, to 
search out the coffer, according to his promise ; and as 1 shall find him minded to 
do therein, so shall I do my besiand whole endeavour to effect die success to her 
majesty's best contentment. 

2d December, 158£, from Edinburgh. 

B^use 1 saw good oppoftJfenity offered to renew the matter to the earl of Gowrie 
for recoveiy of tho letters in the coffer in his hands, therefore 1 put him in mind 
thereof ; whereupda he told me that the duke of Lennox bad sought earnestly to 
have had those letters, and that tl^ king did know where they were, so as they could 
not be delivered to her majesty without the king's privily and consent, and he pre- 
tended to be still willing to pleasnre lier ffis^esty in the same, ^ far as.jie may with 
his duty to the king and to the rest of the associatefin tbataction; but 1 mauj dis- 
trust to effect this to her majesty's pleasure, wherein, neveitbelcss, I shall do my 
utmost endeavours. 

Whether James VL, who put the e^ of Oowiie to death, A.D. 1584, and seized 
pll his effects, took 'tare to destroy bis mother’s letters, for whose honour be was at 
that time ektremely aealous ; whether tliey have perished by some unknown Red- 
dest; or whether &ey may not sdll rempm unobserved among the archives of some 
of our great families, it U impossible to determine. 
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narrative is founded upon wfaat is contained in the 
sonnets, and as in this Dissertation 1 have been con- 
strained to dwell longer upon minute and verbal criti- 
cisms, than may be interesting or agreeable to many of 
my readers, I shall rest satisfied with referring, for in- 
formation concerning every particular relative to the son- 
nets, to JtanarA’s on the History of Scotland, Chap. XI. 

Having tlius stated tlie proof (m botli sides: having 
examined at so great a length theotficrent systems witJi 
regard to the facts in controversy; it may be expected 
that I should now pronounce sentence. In my opinion, 
there arc only two conclusions, which can be drawn 
t'rom the facts which have been enumerated. 

One, that Bothwcll, prompted by hi.s nndtition or 
love, encouraged by the queen’s known aversion to her 
husUhiid, and presuming on her attachntent to liini-seif, 
struck the blow without having concerted with her the 
manner or circumstances of perpetrating that crime. 
That Mary, instead of testifying much indignation at 
the deed, or discovering any resentment against Hoth- 
well, who was accused of having committed it, conti- 
nued to load him with marks of her regard, conducted 
Ids trial in such a manner as rendered it impossible to 
discover hi.s guilt, and soon after, in oppo.sition U) all 
tire maxims of decency or of prudence, voluntarily 
agreed to a marriage witli him, which every considera- 
tion should have induced her to detest. Ry this ver- 
dict, Mary is not pronounced guilty of having contrived 
the murder of her husband, or even of having previoti.sly 
given her consent to his death ; butslie is not acfpiittcd 
of having discovered her approbation of the deed, by 
her behaviour towards him who was the author of it 

The other conclusion is that which Murray and his 
adherents laboured to establish, “ That James, some- 
tymme earl of Bothwilc, was the chiefe executor of the 
horribill and nnworthy murder, perpetrate in the peraon 
of umquhile king Henry of gude memory, fader to our 
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soveraine lord, and the queenis lauchfull husband; sa 
was she of the foreknoidedge, counsaH, devise, per-^ 
swadar, and command-of the said murder to be done.” 
Good. ii. 207. 

Which of these conclusions is most agreeable to Ae 
evidence that has been produced, I leave my readers 
to determine. 



appendix. 


No. I. (Vol. I. p. 17-2.) 

A Mfmnal of certain jnnnts meet for ftitonng the rtalm «j/ 
Sfotlamt to tie antient utale. 

'jth *** ^ noted, lh»i the l>est worldly felicity 

i,v59, Vaa- that Scotland can have, t« either to continue in & ;icrpctuat 
lun. Lik with the kiiif^lom of Eng;land, or to be. made one 

foi. 17 . inonMcliy with England, as they both make but one 
Fruni a ialano, divided from the real of the world. 

^ '• sought, that is, to l>e in perpetual pence 

Cwil‘» with England, Uieii must it necessarily be provided, that 
liaitii, Scotlartd be not so subject to the appointments of Prance 
as is presently, which, being an ancient enemy to England, st^kclh 
always to make Scotland an instrument, to exercise, thereby, their 
malice upon England, and to make a footstool thereof to look over 
England wi they may. 

Therefore, when Scotland shall come into the hands of t mere 
Scoiiish man in blood, then may there be hop<? of such actprd ; 
but as long as it is at the rumnmndmciit of the Frcncli, there it no 
hope to have accord long between these two realms. 

Therefore, seeing it is at the French king’s commnndmwi by 
reason of his wife, it is to be considere d for the wealc of Scotland, 
tliat until she have children, and during her absence out of the 
realm, the next heirs to the crown, being the hounj of the HimiU 
ions, should have regard hereto, and to see that neither the crown 
be imposed nor wasted; and, on the other side, the nobility and 
commonalty ought to force that the laws and the old customs of 
the realm be not altered, neither that the country l>e not iro|i«fe- 
fished by taxes, emprest, or new imposts, aft^t Ifie manner of France; 
for provision wherein, both by the law of God and man, iha French 
king and his wife may be moved to reform their misgovefttince of 

the land. « 

And for this purpose it were good that the nobility and commons 
joined with the next heir to Uie crown, to seek due refomiatioQ of 
such great abuses as tend to the min of tbeir counliy, which mtist 
be done before the French grow too iltong and inaoleDt. 

First, that it may he provided by the consent of the thfee fstates 
of the land, that the land may be free from idolatry like as England 
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is ; for justification whereof, if any free genertil council may be 
had where the pope of Rpnie have not the seat of judgment, the^ 
may offer to shew their cause to be the most agreeable to Christ^ 
religion. 

Next, to provide that Scotland might be governed, in all rulee 
and offices, by the ancient blood of the realm, without either cap- 
tains, lieutenants, or soldiers, as all other princes govern their coun- 
tries, and especially that the forts might be in the hands of mere 
Scottish men. 

Thirdly, that they might never be occasioned to enter into the 
wars against England, except England should give the first cause 
to Scotland. 

Fourthly, that no nobleman of Scotland should receive pension 
of France, except it were whilst he did serve in France, for other- 
wise thereby the French would shortly corrupt many to betray their 
own country. 

Fifthly, that no office, abbey, living, or commodity, be given to 
any but mere Scottish men, by the assent of the three estates of the 
realm. 

Sixthly, that there be a council in Scotland appointed in the 
queen’s absence, to govern the whole realm, and in those , cases 
not to be directed by the French. 

Seventhly, that it be by the said three estates appointed how the 
queen’s revenue of the realm shall be expended, how much the 
queen shall have for her portion and estate during her absence, 
how much shall be limited to the governance and defence of the 
realm, how much yearly appointed to be kept in treasure. 

In these, and such like points, if the French king and the queen 
be found unwilling, and will withstand these provisions for the 
weale of the land, then hath the three estates of the realm authority, 
forthwith to intimate to the said king and queen their humble re- 
quests ; and if the same be not effectually granted, then humbly 
they may commit the governance thereof to the next heir of the 
crown, binding the same also to* observe the laws and ancient rights 
of the realm. 

Finally, if the queen shall be unwilling to this, as it is likely she 
will, in respect of the greedy and tyrannous affection of France, 
then itds apparent that Almighty is pleased to transfer from 
her the rule of the kingdom for the weale of it, and this time must 
be need wVik great eVceumspeedon to avoid \beudecepls and trompe- 
nea ol the French. 

And then may the realm of Scotland consider, bebg once made 
free, what means may be devised by God's goodness, to accord the 
two realms, to endure for time to come at the pleasure of Almighty 
God, in whose hands the hearts of all princes 
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^%n.(Val.L>179.) 

A Cdtfr of Maitland if Latkinglim''^* directed : — 

. To my loTiiiigifiieiiMl James. Be this deliveted at London. 

«oili ^ I tr^iiiiuUND Sy the last letter I received ttom yoir, 
"JJT* that discottSiangp with cour coaDt^men upoii the matter'of 
Colt. lib. Scotland, and comoditeys may ensew Ui that realm here- 
^ presently assist zour forces, ze find 

oriaM in *^ltonbre of the contrary adv^^^ooting that wih salt not 
bb own at length be found trusty frendS. n'or mean to contynew Jii 
*'***^' > constant ametye, albeit we promise, but only for avoydiog 
the present danger make zow to serve our turue. and after being 
delivered, becum enemies as of before. For profe qnharcbf. they 
alledge thin^ that have past betwixt ws heretofore, and a few pre* 
sumptiones tending to the saro end, all grounded upon mistrust ; 
quhilks, at the first sicht, have some shewe of apparence, gif men 
wey not the circumstances of the matter ; but gif they will confer 
the tyme past with the present, consider the nature of this caus, 
and estate of our contrey, 1 doubt not but jugement sal be able to 
banish mistrust. And .first, I wad wish ze should examyne the 
causes off thgold inmitye betwixt Die realms of England and Scot- 
land, afnd qtfhat moved our^ancestours to enter into lig^e with the 
Frenche; quhilka by bur storeys and registres of antiquiteys ^pear 
to l>e these. The, princes of England, some tyme, alledgin^ a^^ccr- 
tain kynde of soveraintye over tlus realm ; some tyiiic upon hye 
courage, or incited by incursions off our bordourares, and semblable 
occasions, mobytimes enterprise the conquest of ws.and saik^ furtli 
preist it by force off armes, that we wer diy veu to great extramiteys, 
by IcMs of pur princes, our noblemen, and a good part of, our coun- 
t^^that experience ^tughtwathat our pwne strength was'searse 
sufiS^qt to whhstand of England. The Frenche zour 

aubcient enemyes, ebn^dering W^l how nature had sa placed ws in 
a ilmid with zow, dit^ na nation Was able sa to annoy e England as we 
being enemyes, soeht to joine ws to theiq in Ugue, tending by t^t 
meane to detourml zour anbyes Trom the invasiim of France, and 
occupy zow in die del^b on zour coubtity at hsiine, tor\ 

that tmettd Ifkjitowe some chargees iqiiM ws, and i^qr cpindBSing,; 
off theyr puq^, chi^sed a Qribe to 

frescie mebiory bff ify«fris lately rsbeavml at sa 

dapaly pieiited on oar harfcs, tbat al| oar 

bow bs ^ ifevei^ad. and ame tlm ptni^ 

prince agsdMiiimr enteiprises tl^^ 

This wet thb hoping off our At 

quhitk time, Ouf ettfaici^ mbits mentpon, iHuit saiiiic off the wymt 

VOL. If. X ' ' 
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foresaw the perrffi small shbuld redound to ws thereof at 
lenth : tn had affecilon sa blinded jugement, that the ^vise of the 
maist owercaihe the best. The idaist part of all ^uerells betwixt 
ws since fb^t tyme, at least quhen the provocation came on our syde, 
hes.ever fallen out by theyr procurement rather than any one caus 
off ourselfes : and quhensaever we brack the peace, it come partly 
theyr infysementSr partly to eschew the conquest intended by 
that jealm* *Bat now hes Ood’s providence sa altered the case, zea 
changed it^to the plat contrary* that now hes the Frenche taken 
zour place^ and we, off very jugement, becum desyrous to have zow 
theyr rowme. Our eyes are opened, we espy how uncareful they 
have been of our weile at all tymes, how they made ws ever to serve 
theyr tume,drew us in maist dangerous weys for theyr commodite, 
and nevertheless wad not styck* oft tymes, against the natour of 
the ligue, to contrak peace, leaving ws in weyr. We see that their 
support, off late zeres, wes not grantlt for any affection they bare 
to ws, for pytie they had off our estate, for recompense off the lyke 
friendship schawin to them in tyme off theyr afflictiones, but for 
ambition, and insaciable cupidite to reygne, and to mak Scotland 
ane accessory to the crown of France. This was na friendly office, 
but mercenary, craving hyre farre exceedinjg the proportion of theyr 
deserving ; a hale realm for the defence of a part. We see theym 
manifestly attempt the thing we suspected off zow ; we feared ze ment 
the conquest off Scotland, and they are planely fallen to that work ; 
we hated zow for doubt we had ze ment evill towards ws, and sail we 
love theym, qubilks bearing the name off frends, go about to bring 
ws in maist vile servitude ? Gif by zour frendly support at this 
tyme, ze sail declare that not only^ute ze not the ruyne off our 
country, but will preserve the libertie thereof from conquest by 
Btrangears, sail no^ the occasion off all inimirie with zow, and ligue 
with tbeym^ takhn away ? The causes being removed, how sail 
the effectes remane ? The fear of conquest made ws to hate zow 
and /love theym, the cais changed^ qi^n we see theym planely 
attempt conquest, and zow sdtaw ws li^dahip, sail we not hate 
them^ and favour zow 7 Gif we have schawne sa great Constance, 
ooqtinuiag sa mony zeares in amity widi theym, off quhome we had 
sa small commodite, quhat sail move ms Ho bveake with zow, that 
offall riationes may , do ws greatest 'plesour? 

But se will .say, this mater may be rpconcyled, and then frends 
as off before. ' 1 llunk weill pSaoe is ^ eiift *0f all weyr, but off 
this ze may be assured, we will nev^sa for tnistihat recmiciliation, 
tlmt we will be content to forge the ametye of fingland, nor do any 
thing may bring ws ht Susplciim with zowi Qiff we wold' at any 
tyme to please them, break with zow, .should we not, besydes the 
loose ofiltttimation and discrediting , of aqrj^fos, perpetually ex.* 
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A, 

pone our coufmoti to % mmt oianifest andj|>ecum a 

pray to theft tyranay? ' Qiihaia aid could we mj^lore, being destt« 
tute of tour frendahip, giff tbe'y off aew wald attempt th^ form^ 
enterpriae? Qubat nation my^t help irs giff they wald» or wald 
giff they might? and ft ia^yke eneuch, they will not atich hereafter 
to tak th'eyr time off wa, quhen displesDur and grudge h^s taken 
dcpe nite on baith aydes, aeeing ambition haa sa itnpyrit ower theyr 
reason, that before we had ever done any &ng mygbt offend theym, 
but by the contrary pleased theym by right and wrang, they did not 
fitick to attempte the subrersion of our hale state. 1 wald le should 
not esteeme ws sa barayne of jugement, that we cannot foresc our 
awne perril ; or sa foolische^ that we will not study by all gode means 
to entcrtayne that thing may be our safetye : quhilk consistes all In 
the relaying of zour frendships. 1 pray zow consider in lyke casc^ 
when, in the days .of zour princes off maist noble memory, king 
Heniy the VIII. and king Edward the VI. meanes wer opened off 
amytye betwixt baith realms ; was not at all tymcs the difference 
of religion the onley stay they wer not embraced ? Did not the 
craft of our clergy and power of theyr adherents subvert the de- 
vises of the better sort*? But now has God off his mercy removed 
that block furth of the way ; now is not theyr practise lyke to tak 
place any mare, when’ we ar comme to a conformity off doctrine, 
and profea the same religion with zow, quhilk 1 take to be the 
straytest knot off amitye can be devised. Giff it may be alledgeci 
that some off our countrymen, at ony tyme violated theyr promis, 
giff ze liff to way the circumstances, ze sail fynd the promis is rather 
brought on by necessitc, after a great owerthraw off our men, then 
comme off fre will, and tending ever to our great incommodite and 
decay off our hull state, at leist sa taken. But ih this case, sail the 
preservation off our li^itie be ioseperably joii^d with the keping 
off promesse^and the violation*^ off oar fayth cast we in maist miser- 
able servitude. Sa that giff neythcr the feare off God, reverjfcfice off 
man, religion, othe, promise, nor Worldly honestye wes sufficient to 
bynd ws, yet sail the zeale off our native oountrey, the maintenance 
off our owne state^ the safety of our wyffes and cbiidrene from sla- 
very^ compell ws tb proraisse.' I am assured, it is trewly and 
sincerely meat on our part to continew in perpetual ametye with 
zow, it^sall be uttered by our proceedings* Giff se be as d^irous 
of it as we ar, assurances may be devysed, quharby all partyes will 
be out of doubte. There be gode meanes to ^ fit instruinenU 
for t^ purpos, tyme. serves weill, the inhabitants of baith realms 
wish it. Gpd hea wrought in the people's baites qn bayChj|Mliea 
a certaine still agreement upon it, never dfid, any mony 

things qoncurre at ones to knyt it up, the disposltibii off, few, 
ipuhais i^gits are in hands, may mak up the hale. I hope be 
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0&|ulta4l« 

^ j*“t 

rap^t for ^our awne weilfc in France, and 

. of itian.in 0^aDy,(q|iihe^|^jr am lately advaftised), ar 

1 ^ ^^gj^er oi^^oed^ for. ut^ ze. ar' tiiei mark tliey shote at ; they 
> aeke ourrealme, but % ana,^tr^ to diould di- 
rectly icl^aw bostilite ito tow, they Icoair waldmak redy for theyme, 

^erefor th^ do, by indirect metoee, to blind zow, the thing they 
dare not ai ,^t planely attcmpte. , They seme to invade us to th* 
end, that having assembled theyr hale forces sa nere zotir bordours, 
they may unlock it to attack zow.: It is ane o^" their aid fetches, 
making a schew to one place^ to lyght on ana, other. Remember 
how covertly zour places aboui Boulougne were assaizeit, and car- 
ryed awayt ze bemg in pgace as now. How the enterprise of Calais 
was fynely -dissembled, I think ze hare not sa sone forgotten. 

^ Batmre ,of tiie<third, prevent theyr' policy by prudence. Giff' ze se 
hot the lyke disposition presently in theym^ ze se nathing. It is a 
grosse ignorance to misknaw, what all nations planely speks off. 
Tak heed ze say not hereidter, » Had I wUt;” me uncomely sen- 
tence to prooede off a w^se mm’s mouth. That is onwares chanced 
on to zow,^ululk zow icomnionly wissed, that this countrey mieht 
be divorsed from the Frensche, and is sa comme to pass as was 
maist expe^ent for zow. For giff by your intysement we had 
the inattM m hand,'ze myght have suspec^d we would have been 
ontrusty fre^, and na.langer continue,d stedfaste, then perril had 
.appear^, ^t ,now, , quhon off our self, we hqve conceyved the 
ha^, pwoked by private injuries, and that^heyr evil dealing 
^th ws hhs ^served.pur inimitye, let' no man doubte bpt they sail 
iynd ws ennemyes in emest, that sa ungently bes demeyned our 
<»iintKy,^d at quhais hands we look for nathing but all extre- 
imtye, ,, giff ever they may get the upper hand. Let nbt this occa- 
moo* sa bappoly pff(^, escape zow: giff ze‘dos* neglecting the 
^Bt opportunite, and hoping to have, wier, g^ luk, comme 
slewing up^ zw,. It is , to he feared.zoW^nCzay* w«« so great, 

^ ^ ze aidl not be able to 

put him^jJpTO 5 und ^’Zpui; Bmaxj^ *ftcr the m will ac- 


^ 'T TH w eaemys^ promeases We 

losses may be re- 

,^^i.fJulMlkg.f^^ let o*^,lyjfe;:,^„g be owemin 

that % saU not 

mvadg^wsir ip aeqr.qwir.l^n^^ ^,ia,thgn;>t to leygne. 
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nor uid ^ s«tbfiad whm tbeyt^m g^ldk, but will stilt 
follow 00,-libTn^ tn’fk^ fiinis bnjM'conoewrttdtlie u||^ of A. 
great is craqat^. tpOto ffilnk ye sal ber^e end t ' bther Sny of 
snoiall jageiqOI^"tlmtX¥ dbtB not fonsee a]reaij^''diit^the(jtbm 
force sap tneii be b^it artist so#? ' 

It sal not be antUs,' now to' consider ift*^qtibai ease ^‘fVensc^n 
be presenPy: Tlieyr estate is not always'abcalilioitKameas Wve*# 
man tbinketh. And trewly |t not tllqyr great redibda fbr^weyt 
made theym to tak this mater on hand, af this tyme, bnt rat^ a 
vayne trust in their awne policy, thinking tO have ibund ha' resistlllt' 
ance, thcyr opinion hes deceaved them, and that makes them bow 
amased. The estates off the empire (as I hearc) has suted res^u* 
tion off th’ imperial towns Mqtz, Tonll, and Verdnn, qnhitk nuiy 
grow to some bespes ; and all diing is not a calme within their 
awne countrey, the les 6t they be presently for wep, the mare opor- 
tune esteme ye the tyme for sow. Giff the lyke occasion wer of- 
fered to the Frensche against zow, wey, how gladly would they 
embrace it. Are ze not eschamed of yottr sleuth, to spare dieym 
that hes already compassed your destruction, giff they wer able? 
Consider with your self quhilk is to be choysed? To weyr against 
them ontwith zour realbe or within ? Giff quhill ze sleape, we sal 
be overthrowne, then sail they not fayle to fyte zow in zonr owne 
countrey, and use ws as a fote-stole to orerloke zow. But Some will 
. say, perhaps, they meane it not. It is foly to think they wald not 
giff they wer able, qnhen before hand they stick not to giff zour 
armes, and usurpe'tbe style of zour crown. Then qnbat difference 
there is to catnp whhin zowr awne bounds or without, it is manifest. ’ 
Giff twa armyes should camp in your countrey, but a monetb ; albeit 
ye receaved na other harme, zft should zowr iMse be greatar, nor 
all the charge ze will nede to bestow on our rapport will draw to, 
besydes the dishonoot. 

Let not men; that eyther lack gode advise, or ar not for perticn* 
lar lespects weiU afiected to the cans, ihove sow to" subtract zonr 
helping Hwd, by alleging thin^ not apparent, for that they be pos- 
8fl)lc. It is not, 1 grknf, nnpdssible that we may receave ebndi- 
tiones of peace ; but I see little Itkdyhode that our ennemy^ will 
offer ws sik as will remove all mbtrast, and giff we wald 
cepted othersp'the mater had bene laag or now componndeSJ' let 
sow not be moved for that they tertne ws rebellesp and eiir 

jo8i|qneren ivitb the name of conspira^ 'against bdr ^vM^e. Tit 
is hir hyenes tygbt we idanetayns. It is the libaifty of birfeilme 
we t^y to pmm^eSvith^^ lyv^. '^Wear^not 

(God knawetb^bo^nie'to this pdynt for nfattlonef, as mehlhipa- 
bient of rewD', ^ to sebake of hf government^' but 
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ar dmwQtf to it by to the tyranny of ttrangeoros, 
aaaking to defrai^ wo off lawfiil government. Giff we ahoald 
aiiffer etrangeaTes to plant thenaael£Rfta peaceably hr all tfao strenthes 
of onr realme, fortify the sey-portet/ add maist iinportant places^ 

ane entre to a plain conquest, now in the minorite of our so- 
Yerane^ beyng furth of the realtne, should we not be thought on- 
careful of the common weill, betrayers of our native countrey, and 
evill subjects to her inajeste ? Qphat other opinion could sche 
have off ws ? Might she hot justly hereafter call ws to accompt, 
as negligent ministerea ? Giff strangeares should be thus suffered 
to broke, the chefe offices, beare the hail readl^ alter and pervert 
our lawea and.liberty at theyr plesour ; myght not the people esteem 
our noblemen unworthy the place of counsalours ? We mean na 
wyse to Bubtrak our ob^ience from, our soverane, to defraud hir 
hyenes of her dew reverence, rents and revenues off hir crown. We 
seke nathing but that Scotland may remane, as of before, a fre 
realme, rewlit by hir hyenes and hir rainisteres borne men of the 
sam ; and that the succession of the crown may remane with the 
lawfhl blode. 

1 wald not ze sould not sa lytlill esteme the friendship of Scot- 
land, that ze, judged it not worthy to be embraced. It sail be na 
small commodite for zow to be delivered off the anoyance of so neir 
a nyghtbour, quhais inimitye may more trouble zow, then off any 
other nation albeit twyss as puissant, not lyeng dry roarche with 
zow. Besydes that ze sail not nede to fearc the invasion of any 
prince lackyng the commodite to invade zow by land, on our hand. 
Consider quhat superfluous charges ze bestowe on the fortification 
and keping of Barwick : quhilk ze may reduce to a mean sowme, 
having, ws tofrendes. The realme of Ireland being of natour a 
gode and fertill countrey, by reason of the continewalld unqiiietnes 
and lak if policy, ze knaw tS be rather a burthen unto zow than 
great advantage ; and giff it were peaceable may be very commo- 
dious. V For pacification quhayroff, it is not unknowuc to zow quhat 
service we a^ id>ill to do. Refuse not theyr commoditeys, besides 
mony ma quhen they are offred. Quhilks albeit 1 study not to 
amplify and dilate, yet is na other countrey able to offer zow the 
lyke, and are the rather to be embraced, for that zour auncestors, 

* by aH mean», maist emnestly suted our amity, and yet it was not 
theyr hap to* come by it. llie mater bes al^aist carryed me be- 
yond the boundes off a lettre, quharfor I will leave to trouble zow 
after I have^geven you this note. I wald wiss that ze, aud they 
that ar leardod, sould rede the twa former orations of Demosthenes, 
'oall^^^thiaOee, and considere quhat eounsall that wyse oratour 
ga^ to fte Athenians, bis countrymen, id a lyke case ; quhilk hes 
so gi!(eat affinite with this cause of ours, that every word thereoff 
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myght te applyed to our .piirpos. There way le learne of him 
quhat advise is to be folloired^ when jronr hyghbour’s hous is on 
tyre. Thus I bid sow hartoly fateweill. Prom Santwlndiows. 
the 20th of January, 1^59. 


No. III. (Vol. I. p. 186.) 

Part of a letter from Tio. Rmdoipk to 5ir WUliam CecU, from the 
camp before Leith, i9th of April, 1 560* 

^na"ln } '^**’*' ***" dt»chnrge myself of my pro- 

ihc Paper to the earl of Huntly, who so desyreth to be recoitt^ 
Office. mended to you, as one, who, with all his heart, favoui^th 
this cause, to the uttermost of his power. Half the words that 
come of his mouth were able to persuade an unexperienced man to 
speak farther in his behalf, than I dare be bold to write. I leave 
it to your honour to judge of him, as of a man not unknown to 
you, and will myself always measure my thoughts, os he shall de- 
serve to be spoken of. With much difficulty, and great persua- 
sion, he hath subscribed with the rest of the lords to join with 
them in this action ; whatsomever he can invent to the furtherance 
of this cause, he hath promised td do with solemn protestation and 
many words ; he trusteth to adjoin many to this cause ; and saith 
surely that no man shall lie where he taketh part. Ho hath this 
day subscribed a bond between England and this nation ; he saith, 
that there was never thing that liked him better. 

No. IV. (Vol. I. p. 197.) 

Uandolpk to Cecil, IQ/A Augmt, 1560 . Frotn Edinburgh. 

Tn^tiie ^ '^hat time 1 wrote last to your 

Paper Of. hoDouT, I have heard of nothing worth Uie reporting. At 
ficc. this present it may please you to know, that the most pari 
of the nobles are here arrived, as your honour shall receive their 
names in writing. The earl of Huntly excuseth himself by an in- 
firmity in his leg. His lieutenant for this time is the lord of Lid- 
ington, chosen speaker of the parliament, or harangue^maker, as 
these men term it. The first day of their sitting in parliament will 
be on Thursday next. Hitherto as many as have been present of 
the lords have communed and devised of certain heads then to be 
propounded, as, who shall be sent into F^ce, who into England. 
It is much easier to find them than the other. It seemeth almost 
to be resolved upon that for England the master of hUfamelU and 
laird of Lidington. For Frantre, Pittarpw and the jume-derk. 
Also they have cokisulted whotn they think meeleat to name for the 
XXIV. of the which the Xll. counsellors must be chosea. They 
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’til ifiibrFivttioeiV 

«tid«boito9ii;iiiictbef 
cswprt imH^tWtpW^ineni^ 

wjiriEuglftiBl, naaStiati Jiy wtiiM'w of 
WSm* r to liav»TthriiiJiclto?9ftoi <«t«faie«t Ween 
•tl5^,^d toett king and qo^ toiig^; ; The*e thingsjjset bate 
been M m conmopiqattol)* confitttatioii of the cm- 

Eugtond I. hBte no doubtj fop that. I beai many men 
very wdl iilm the s^^as thoi^Uf^hoJ, the eairlof SntheHand. 
the h. Glamie, who di^ y^rday with tlM L/ James,. The lord ■ 
James pquested me thij present day to bring the contract unto 
im. I intend, ^ 80 , this day. to speak nnto the t. Gray; in our L. 
ray s name, for that he promised in my hearing to subscribe, and 
then ptMently would have done if the contrect could have been 

1 «;j rtT * A “"®;®**“'a“ce against all incpnvenients, I would, 
bes^es tha^ that I trust it shall be ratified in parliament, that every 
nobleman in Sco^d had put his hind aid . set hi's seal, which 
may always remain as a notable monument, tho’ the act of parlia- 
ment Iw hereafter disannulled. If it might, therefore, stand with 
your advice, tliat the lords might be written unto, now that thev 
«e here present, to that effect, or that I might receive from your 
hon'. some earnest charge to travel herein. I doufit iol but it would 
•erve to g^ purpose. , ^ If it might be . also known with what sub- 
stantisl and eflfectio^ ^rds or charge yon desire to have it con- 

•» «ade. The ^1 mar- 
be pseth mo delays than 
menjud^ he wt^ ; His.aon ttld, me yesterday, that he would 

Dmmlanrick t I know not to 

I Mam^foil^ ^ eamester with the 

L. M^hiJI^foAi, jmthi^ty’s mke,when of late it was in consulta- 
tmn^l^ what meanSj<jt might be wrought, tl*t the amity between 
these.two realpis might be perpetual; and. among diveiee men's 

»o other, but by making them 

should past h^ power and pll the cra%.|maves of his / 1 

Wjo Jpor h. hjs own.wordt), ,to Wak so eodlv'a 
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/ ^ ^ ' 

It wai taiwared anta g^tly; «id Jidtea ia pott* 

It was refored imK/ ^ kiids af the wt&dtBi #|i3m they ave dtosea; 
tto ies<dve ^/Sdfafar c&kcermUfg' 

tke Jill f^riifiijsi [\f nsiiriii ^ ffii 1linniiii£. i \ the' 

9th/'l undeMood^ diht the kirda iateial^'ta'Mitlhe p&!dietaenli< 
whidi caused jne scMeaewbat to stay my letter|4o tee what I could 
hear or lehra worth i^e reporting unto yotir hba^ The lords, at 
tea of the clock, astemhied thdnselves at the palate, where the 
duke lieth s from whtece they departed towards the Tolbooth, aS 
they wete in dignity. £ach one being set in his' seat, in stich order 
as your h. shall receive them in this scroll. The crowd, the mace* 
the sword, were laid in the queen's seat. Silence being com- 
mand^, the L. of lidington began his oration. He excused hid 
iitsufficiency to occupy that place. He made a brief discourse of 
things past, and of what necessity men were forced unto for tho 
defence of their country, what remedy and support it plestsed God 
to send them in the time of their necessity, how much they were 
bound heartily to acknowledge it, and to require it. He took 
away the persuasion that was in many men's mind that lay back, 
that misdeemed other things to be meant than was attempted. Ho 
advised all estates to lay all particulars apart, and to bend them- 
selves wholly to the true service of Ood and of their country. He 
willed them to remember in what state it had been of long time 
for lack of government, and exercise of justice. . In the end, he 
exhorted them to mutual amity and hearty friendship, and to live 
with one another as members all of one b^y.— He prayed Ood 
long to maintain this peace and amity with all princes, especially 
betwixt the realfill of England and Scotland, in^he fear of God, 
and so ended; The clerk of register immediately stood up, and 
asked them to ^hat matter they would proceed: it was thought 
necessary, that the ^cles of the ^ace should be confirmed with 
the common consent, for that it was thought necessary to send them 
away with speed into France, and to receive the ratification of them 
as soon as might be. The articles being read, were immediate^j 
agreed unto: a day was appo'mted to have certain of the nobles 
subscribe onto them; atid to put to their seals, io be sbnt away by 
a herald, who shall kite bring the ratification agafe with him. The 
barons, of whom 1 have above trritten, required >n enswer to their 
request: somewhat was sdd uUto the contrary'. The l)|kronse1i 
le^ for theni Custom aud authori^. It was in the end resolved, 
dial ^ere should be dkosen Six to johl' whh t!ie Iteds otlhe arti- 
cles, and thte' if they, after gbod advisement, s^l(i|j^d it right 
rad necessary for the commona'Calth, it iho^ jte ilmSed te this 
pteUament'fitf ^ perpetual lawit The lo^ 
hereupon, iif ibe tfimsiiig of ihe lords of Hoi aWtcles. illie order is, 
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that tha loipls spiriUtal chase the temporal, ^nd the temporal the 
spiritual, au'd the biirgesses their ovm. There were chosen as in 
thi# ptbef! paper f have written. This being done, the lords, de- 
patted and accompanied the duke, all as far as the bow (which is' 
the gate going out of the high stte^), and many down into the 
palace where be lioth. The town all in annour, the trumpets 
sounding, and other music such as . they have. Thus much 1 re- 
port unto your honour of that I did both hear and see. Other so- 
lemnities have not been used, saving in times long past the lords 
have had parliament robes, which are now with them whoUy out 
of use. 

The names, of as many earls and lords spiritual and temporal as 
are assembled at this parliament. 

The duke of Ghatelberault. 


Earls. 

Lords. 

Lords spiritual. 

Arran. 

Erskine. 

St. Andrews. 

Argyll. 

Ruthven. 

Dunkeld. 

Athole. 

Lindsay. ’ 

Athens. 

Crawford. 

Somerville. . 

The bishop of the Isles. 

Cassits. 

Cathcart. 

Abbots and priors, 

Marshall. 

Morton. 

Glencairo. 

Sutherland > 

Caithness. 

Rothes. 

Monteith. ' 

Hume. ,know not how many. 

Livinstoii. 

Inpermertli. 

B^d; . 

^Ikmis. 

Gray. 

Ochiltre. 

Gordon. 

The lords of the articles. 

Spiritual. 

Temporal. 

Barons elected to be of 

i 

■* 

the articles. 

Athens/ 

The duke. 

MazweU. 

Isles. 

Argyll. 

TtUibardine. 

Lord flames. 

'MarshalL 

Cunninghamhead. 

Arbroath. 

Athole. 

Locheovar. 

Newbottle. 

Morton. 

Pittarow. 

Lindoris. 

Glencairn. 

Lundy. 

Cowpar. 

Rntfaven. 

Ten provosts of the chief 

E^inross. 

Erskine. 

towns> which also are 

Rilwinnlng. 

Boydw 

of the articles. 

So that; with the 

Lindsay. 


Bubprior of St. Andrews, the whole is 36, 
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It were too long for me to rehearse particularly the ,|Litpo8itioD» 
and chiefly the affections of these meii» that are at this time chosen 
lord of the articles. May it satisfy your hon'. for this time to know 
that, by the common opinion of men, there was not a substantialler 
or more sufficient number of all sorts of men chosen in Scotland 
these many years, nor of whom men had greater hope of good to 
ensue. This present morning, viz. the 10th, ihe L. of Lidington 
made me privy unto your letter; he intendeth, as much as may be^ 
to follow your advice. Some hard points there are. He himself 
is determined not to go into France. He allegeth many reasons^ 
but speeketh least of that, that moveth him most, which is the ex* 
ample of the last, that went on a more grateful message than he 
shall carry, and stood on other terms with their prince than he 
doth, and yet your honour kuoweth what the whole world judgcth. 

Petition of the Lesser Barons to the Parliament^ held Aug, 1560. 

Inclosed My lords, unto your lordships, humbly means, and 
shows, we the barons and freeholders of this realm, your 
letter to brethren in Christ, That whereas the causes of true reli* 
gion, and common well of this realm, are, in this present 
J5&. * parliament, to be treated, ordered, and established, to the 
glory of God, and maintenance of the commonwealth ; and wc 
being the greatest number in proportion, where the said causes 
concern, and has been, and yet are ready to bear the greatest part 
of the charge thereuntil, as well in peace as in war, both with our 
bodies and with our goods; and seeing there is no place where we 
may do better service now than in g^ieral councils and parliament, 
in giving our best advice and reason, vote and councell for the 
furtherance thereof, for the maintenance of virtue and punishment 
of vice, as use and custom had been of old by ancient acts of par- 
liament observed in this realm ; aud whereby we understand that 
wc ought to be heard to reason and vote in all causes concerning 
the commonwealth, as well in councils as in parliament ; otherwise 
we think that whatsomever ordinances and statutes be made con* 
cerning us and our estate, we not being required and suffered to 
reason and vote at the making thereof, that the same should not 
oblige us to stand thereto. Therefore it will please your lordships 
to t^e consideration thereof, and of the charge bom, and to be 
born by us, since we are willing to serve truly to the common well 
of this realm, after our estate, that ye will, in this present parlia* 
ment, and aU counsells, where the common well of the realm is to 
be treated, take our advice, couDsell and vote, so that wUhont the 
same, your lordships would su&r nothing to be passed and con* 
eluded in parliament di counctls aforesaid ; and that all acts of par- 









T*^»T5 ' J»ei<e«pi^m^cbia[to approved. 

.«f'I*^effll‘yid^flfefll*6n. ■:4bd tout 

lAnlalmW . .. « 


^^&/ tke sieritt qTtiit pM^^tAiJbihmi^’a^ 

, tUa^; Lett ttypedl, 19 

batfpast by?Miita«Jii:coMeit &» ^rtii^kyligt;m sucK solemn mH; 
jr the lirtt day fh« they' llfeie: Finft,‘ tW the 
^ons according W On old aof of partteneiH, made in the time of 

James I., m the year of God 1427, shall Wvd free roi'cd in Jriia- 
ment, this act passed without apy contradfotidp. 

No, V. (Vol. L p. 206.) 

rA<^ Bandolph, the EngUtk ’Reddeut, to He Right 
Worship Stf milum Cidl, Kni. principeX Secfetmy to the 
(iuecns'Majtsty, 


9 Aiig. / have received your honour’s letters of the first of 
166J. Colt this month, written at Qsyes m Essex ; and also a letter 
to. 3*..' " 2“*® lord James, from' his kinsman St. Corns out of 
1 ■ j . ! ™ *l»»s they agree both that the queen of Scot- 

land IS nothing changed of her purpose in home coming. I assure 
, your honour that will be a stout adventure for a sick crazed woman 
that may be doubted as well what may happen unto her upon the 
seas, as also how heartily she may be received when she cometh to 
land of a great number, who are utterly persuaded that shein- 
tendeth their utter ruin, come udien she will; the preparance is 
very small whensoever that she arrive, scarcely any man can be 
persuaded that she hath any such thought in her bead. I have 
shewn your honour’s letter unto the lord James, lord Morton; lord 
Aldington; they wish, as your honour doth, that she might be 
Btayed,yet for aspace, and if it wfere not for their obedience sake, 
some pf them care not tho’ they never saw her face. They 
travel whpt diey can to prevent the wicked devices of those mis- 
chievous pdrpoM of her ministers, but I fear that that will always 
be found that hqjus Seculi, they do what they can to stand with 
the religion, and to maintain amii^ with their neighbours; they have 
^so need to look unto themself, for their^ hazard is ^t, uid 
thaS.ihey sde there U liq remedy libr safety for tfaemselves, but to 
repose themselves upoikthe ^ui^n’e majesty, our Soverei^’s fe^ur 
and support. Friei^ ahroad th^^ye none, nOr many fhyrhom' . 

‘flttdrtly to ti^^hat 

,Wy be^Spred at of the n^Wy, ani what they inifiy 
ib plities' Thia the 

que^ of ^ttand alpye ail dOiW ; this she 'seaketh 

by Ml to preVeilti andfhath caused St. Come, ip her name. 
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earaestif io wrM to dni^ him thM ii4> iQcM||^ M/mptad 
before her cooaipg home; fbitiihial U.ia said» they too already 
arrived here o^$ of pnglai^d for whet a^bleeoe v^- 

ever the nhbteinen da make, that they msa grieved with their goeen*# 
refusal, that comqthj^ from their heartf • ^ They ioteod to expos- 
tdhte with me her^oo. I have my envjrer ready eoougb lb 
them* If ehe thrust Englishmen all put of this oorndtry,. 1 doubt 
not but there will be some of her owo that will bear us, some 
kindness. Of me she shall be quilt, so soon as it pleaseth the 
qnedi*B majesty, my mistress, no longer to use my service in 
this place. By such talk, as 1 have of late, had with^ the lord 
James and lord of Lidiqgton, I perceive that they are of mind 
that immediately of the next convention, I shall repair towards 
you with their determinations, and resolutions, in all purposes, 
wherein your honour's advice is earnestly required, and shortly 
looked for. ||Whatsoinever I desire myself, 1 know my will 
ought to be subject unto the queen my sovereign's pleasure, but 
to content myself, would God 1 were so happy as to serve her ma- 
jesty in as meap a state as ever poor gentleman did, to be quit of 
this place ; not that 1 do in my heart wax weary of her majesty's 
service, but because my time and years require some place of more 
repose and quietness than I find in this country. I doubt also my 
insufficience when, other troubles in this country , arise, or ought 
shall be required of me to the advancement ofjbpr majesty's ser - 
vice, that either my will is not able to compass, or niy credit suffi- 
cient to work to that effect, as perchance^ shaU be looked for at my 
hands. As your honour hath been a means iif my continuance in 
this room, so 1 trust that 1 shall find tliat continual favour at your 
' hands, that so soon as it shall stand with the qnepn*i maj^y's plea- 
sure, I may give this place unto some far wor|hier tban. l am my- 
self, and in ^e mean season have my course directed by your good 
advice how 1 may by /my codtrivance do some such service as may 
be agreeable to her majesty's will and pleasure. 

These few words, I am bold to write unto your honour of myself. 
'For the rest, where that b wished that the Iprds will stputly conti- 
nue, yet for one month, I assure your honour that there is yet no- 
thing omitted of their old and accustomed mauner of doing, and 
seeing that they have brought that lintp this point, and should now 
. prev^dl, they Were unworthy of their Ilvdv, , ^ , 

I find not that they are pur^sed so to Idlye t^n$iC^r. 1 doubt 
m<w6 her money than I do her fair words ; and. yet^^i^ .t not con- 
ceive what gieat things can be wrought wl^ fd^^; thousand crowns, 
and treasorpo^er own here ! know ibeip is jao sudepr veady means 
to get it, lord of Liduigton Ipavetli nothing at. this time un- 
written, thal W d^in)^th may be able Co qatisi^e yoitf desire, in 



^ 5iit«t6 o| things he®. Whatsomever 

«<]«wth of th|t^ Jh^HE^ U {j«8t, ihat tlie'*eoti^ Qot ; bat if 
she .do e«mr. to let.her kBoiir,#fl»finfiwh«^ shaddnd, which 
18^ cib^woe, Md wUliag tervia, if she^nbraoelj^rist, and 
dppo t^.lilti in l!ea(% with her neighbom. 'fi]r$iich letters as you 
ba^ last received, your honour somewhat nndeistandeth Of Mr, 

• Othew, what is determined, be himself 

b) fibide Ae uttermost, and other never to leave him until God have 
taken his hfe, and thus together with what comfort romever it will 
please ytm to give him by your letters, diat the otteen's majesty 
doth not utteriy condemn him, or at the least in that point, that he 
IS so sore charged wiA by his bba queen,* that her majesty wiU not 
dlow her domg. 1 doubt not but it will be a great comfort unto 
him, and will con^nt many others : his daily prayer is for the main- 
tenance of unity with England, and that God will never sufier men 
to be so ungrate, as by any persuasion to run haiUMg unto the 
destruction of thmn that have Mved their lives, am^stored their 
wunbry to liberty, I leave farther, at this time, to trouble your 
honour, ^sinng God to send such an amity between these two 
malms, that God may be glorified to them of this world,— At Eden- 
bourgh, the 9th of August, 1661, ' 


No, VI. (Vol. I. p. 214 .) 

^ letter of Queen EHxabeth to Queen Mary.* 

the right e^Ilent, right high, and mighty Prmcesse, our right 
dew aiMl well-^beloved sister and cousin the Queen of Scotland. 

leth *** eacelleht, right high, and mighty princesse, our 

right *ell-beloved sister and cousin, we 
fiTC' lord of St Cosme brought to us 

a copy. . letters, dated the 6th of this present at Abbeville, 

to von Kv y« rignify, that although by the answer brought 

to yoqby Monsmnr Doyaell, ye might have hnd occasion to hwe 

iwSSrirtr a»ity, y« after certain purposes 

ambas««ior, yOu wobld assure us of 
your^ me^g to live with us in anaty, and for your purpose 

JhSf ^ Stbosme. We £ve 

tfes^,'«.your8elf mide toonr ambassador, and we 
“Wweibd to wary l|e same points, as h^^ shew you : 
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and if he shall not ao do^jat lest in the ineiii|j|^asort you inig;ht 
be induced ^ thfibk your reasons had satisfied ub» somerady 
we assure you^ that ^tdt>ur requests your answer cannot b# reputed 
for a satisilfiiction* For we require no benefit of you, blit that you 
will perform your promise whereunto you are bound by your seal 
and your hand, fbi^the refusad whereof we see no reason alledged 
can serve. Neither covet we any thing, but that which is in your 
own power as queen of Scotland, that which yourself in words and 
speech doth confess, that which your late husband's our good 
broifer’s ambassadors and you concluded, that which your own 
nobility and people were made privy unto, that which indeed made 
peace and quietness betwixt us, yea, that without which no perfect 
amity can continue bettrixt us, as if it be indifferently weighed, we 
doubt not but that ye will perceive, allow, and accomplish. Never- 
theless, percegmg, by the report of the bringer, that you mean 
forthwith u|j||||[M comiog home, to follow herein the advice of 
your couDcl|HR^Uand, we are content to suspend our concclpt 
of all unkin^m, and do assure you that we be fully resolved, upon 
this being performed, to unite a sure band of nmity, and to live in 
neighbourhood with you as quietly, friendly, yea, as assuredly in 
the knot of friendship, as we be in the knot of nature and blood. 
And herein we be so earnestly determined, that the world should 
see if the contrary should follow (which Qod forbid 1) tlie very occa- 
sion to be in you and not in us; as the story witnesseth the like of 
the king your father, our uncle, with whom onr father sought to 
have knitt a perpetual bond by inviting to come in this realm to 
York ; of which matter we know there remain with us, and wc think 
with you, sundry witnesses of our father’s earnest good meaning, 
and of die error whereunto divers evil councillors induced your 
father ; or finally where it seemeth that report hath been made unto 
you, that we had sent our admiral to the seas with our navy to cm- 
peache your passage, both your servants do well understand how 
false that is, knowing for a truth that we have not any more than 
two or three small barks upon the seas, to apprelfend certain pirates, 
being thereto entreated, and almost compelled, by the earnest com- 
plaint of the ambassador of our good brother the king of Spain, 
made of certaine Scottisbmen haunting our seas as pirates, under 
pretence of letters of marque,, of whi^h matter also we earnestly 
require you, at your comiog to your realme, to have $oihe good 
consideration,, and the rather for respect tlmt ought to be betwixt 
yoqr realme and the countries of os, of Frmice, of Spain, and of the 
house of Burgpindy. And so, right excellent, right high, and mighty 
princess, we reebmmend us to you with most earnest request, not to 
neglect these our friendly and sisterly offers 6f firiendsbip, which, 
before God, we meqp and intend to accomplish. Given under our 
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Sv WUSm Ctcil, 

^ '^- i % *« l^^^lfatMieifc Le Croch, I M 

per Office;.^^*"? ^ wStl^on .th^wedid .ffiDthine 

fiom the b|j|.<paM o«f time i^^te, banqii^g, lagking, and* 



^ Of many bo takjepoaed. that 

c^pared to wthat ever LueiaS||ii(jtfi de wrw 
*»5ro#Miiai^. ^^ong all Jus iidinga, for the I send 

this^ ^r U<^r as an undoubted truth, is, that, the 
of Lorrai#, at his being with the emperor, moved a mar- 
" ,ge y«#8««t son, the duke of Austruche, and this 

quMn ; wht^ he ^ so far travailed, that it hath already eome 
untoUns Mia^ ghefind it good, the said duke will out of 
hand send ^er hii ambassador, and farther proceed to the con- 
hereof, with as. convenient speed as may be ; and to the 

her wiflit^ssage.from the cardinal, who hath promised unto 
the empeiw,^to have word again before the end of May { and for 
^ ready for his departure, and his letters writ- 
lUflrl^ diy and night. This queen being before advertised of his 
tomidness, by many means hath sought far off, to know my lord 
A herein, but would never so plainly deal with him 

wbather meaning is, or how she is bent. She’ 
wAdojdan s council but only this min’s^hat last arrived, and 
‘ of Lidmgton’s retarn, she will do what she can 
^esolutldfa in his absence cannot 
‘“^dl, for this time, return Le Croch with request, to 
tuife to denw ; and after, w^ th^st speed she can, 

^,yi^mmd.^Of this matter the t.Wtidington is made privy. 
Jt^hjwwiBtSe*^ tome Intehi^ence toat heduulbefore bis de- 
airival' in!Fr^|ee,.dmrs letters have psssed 
og^ ^griSf aq^ Km, ^reof asitohA jsSLimported not 
Ttjl^itounicated to 411, as much as 
uufo'th^lves. Whether aUo the 
«iS«t^itoft h«h had coBftience.ud&the ^ipanob ambassador 
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in Bn^ai^'ofjthis or any lite/I leaved unto yo\tt honours 
gbodmeahfjjto get tr^ knowledgil^ereof. Guesses or surmi^ 
in 86 grave mattei|^^w($bld be loth to- write for verities. This 
aW ypui^onbar take fbr tratl^i that &e emperor ^tb offered 

with his son, for this queen s dower, the couqlv Xjt^U^^hich is 
said to be worth 30^00 franks by year."^ Of this' matter also the 
rhingrave wrote a letter linto this queen, out of France not long 
since. ^ This is all that presently I can write unto your honour 
^ . hereof ; as I ca^ come by farther knowledge, your honour shall be 
informed. 

I have reciiived your, honour's writings by the Scottiili man' tliat 
last came into these p^s ; he brought also letters unto this queen 
from the of Lidingtoh ; their date was old, and contained pnly 
the news of PfUnce. i perceive divers ways, that NewhaVen is 
sorre closed, bu| 1 am not so ignorant of their nature, but that I 
know they wijfjmnj as much as they dare do, I will not say as the 
proverb doth ^ cams timidus fortius htrat* From hence 1 do as* 
sure^bem, what means somever they make, or how pitiful somever 
thei/ mone be, they are like to receive but small comfort for all 
their long allie. We stand daily in doubt what friendship wc shall 
need ourself, except we put better order into our misruled Papists 
than yet we do, dr know how to bring to pass ^at we may be void 
of their comber. 

To-morrow, the 15th of this instant, the queen departeth of this 
town, towards Edenhorough. If my hap be good, you shall tho- 
roughly hear some merry tidings of the Bp. of St. Andrews i upon 
Wednesday next he shall be arreigned. and five other priests, for 
their massing at Easter last. Thus most humbly 1 take roy leave ; 
at St. Andrews the 15th of May. 1563. 

No. VIII. (Vol. I. p. 249.) 

Letter of Rafidolph t(p the Right Honautabh Sir William Cecil, 
Knight, Ffincipal Secretary id the Qtueen^s Majesty. 

loth of May »it please your.hononr* the 7th of this .ijutaiit. 
April, Ikowlet. this queen's secretary, arrived hete; he 

Office, very honestly of. his good uBag:e, he bnwgh^^iyHth him 
fr^ the many letters unto the.queen thati came^ut of Fra^, full 
hii^o“ili*“ of lamentatioii and sorrow. She receded feoati^ (j(ieen- 
hand. mother two letters, the one conmine# p^Iy mearsal 
of her griefs, pother signify the stote of Fn^ice'lui tken it^^, a$ 
in what sort were accorded. hncT. what iiirtbi^ fa^intended 

for the appe$sixig of the discords there, not mistiaaniiig but that if 
reason could not be had at the queen of England's hands, but that 

VOL. 11. Y . 
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the rjealm,^ find l^er ready*«Ddjw^MDg;^^^ support 

and r^t thereof^^ asHby frienddup and alliane^ 

iAe^tWofealii^ . * ' 

worJSs do aglee linth lier di^^s ybUrhoboj|jfr can 
wdl ponsider, ^tin||^^m this soft unto this queen 

(mUch I asBure^you^ ho^ur^ tr^, you may assuredly know 
that nothing^shall hie left undod^f her part, that may move debate 
or controvorsie between this qu^en ai:^;;bur; sovereign. 

It was much mused by the queen hen^lfi how tj^s new kindness 
came about, that at this fime she receiveiftwo long letters written 
all with her^own hand, saying, all the time,^ ^ce hbt return she 
never received halCso mauy 'Khea as. were j^ We. of the letters, 
which I can myself testify by the quhen's'bwn tfayingjfjand other 
good assurance, , where hitherto I have not bben diStteived*. I can 
also farther assure' your honour, that this queen hath sayed that she 
knoweth now, that the friendship of the queen’s maj/B8ty^,py sove- 
reign may dtand her more in stead, than that of her good mother in 
F ranee, and as she is desirous of them both, so will she not lose the 
one’ for the other, may also farther assure your honour, that 
whatsomever^ ^he occasion is, this queeh hath somewhat in her 
heart that will^burst qlrt in time, which will manifest that some un- 
kindness hath passed^between them, that will not be easy forgot- 
ten. In talk sometimes with myself, she saith that the queen- 
mother might have used the matter otherwise than she hath done, 
and doth much doubt what shall be the success of her great desire 
to govern alone, in all things to have her will. Seeing then that 
presently they stand in such terms one with the other, I tho’t it bet- 
ter to confirm her in that mind (this queen I mean), than to speak 
any word that might cause her to conceive better of the others 
And yet 1 am assured she shall receive as friendly letters, and as 
many good words from this queen, as the other did write unto her. 
Whether' the queen-mother will speak any thing unto the L. of Lid- 
iogton of that purpose she did write unto this queen of, I know 
not? but if she do, I think it hard if your honour can get no favour 
thereof, a!t his return, or I perchance by some means here. It may 
perchance be written only by that queen, to try what answer this 
queen will givf, or understand what mind she beareth unto the 
queen^s majesty our sovereign. The queen knoweth now that the 
earl Bothwell is |ent for to London. She caused a gentleman of 
heti to mquire the cause ; I answered that 1 knew none other, but 
that his taJLers w^e in controversy who took him, and that it should 
judged there."' 1 know that she thinketh' much that he is not 
ient into Scp^nd. It is yet |reatly doubted tba^f he were here, 
he%ould be reserved for an evil instrument. If Uie lord of Liding- 
toa bave not been plain with your honour herein, he is in the wrong 
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to thoae ^ ^ IfOids here.^but toO«Vj|^to Hiert 

cotoes a mlsSfe in Ai| realm, ^ tiu^p|^^otii^ *8f*A 


Waix. <yel.L p^2^.)^ 

The Oration made hy^iUmn ^mtiand of lttAikgion, youtigcr $ecre- 
tary for the time, in the iwrlinment hofden bj^our mere^ the 
, Ktng*s mother. Queen of this rrafm for the tiine^ the tim^ of the rt- 
stttuiion ofUmqyilc Motthov Earl of Lt^i. 

lords, and others here convened. Albeit, Urihat it has 
pleased her majesty n^t graciously to utter ui^to you, by her own 
mouth, ye .may have sufficiently conceived thq cause of this your 
present asseinWy; yet ^ having her majesty s '<;omniandinent to 
supply my lord Chancellor's .pl^e, being presently as ye see de- 
ceased, I am willed to express the same somewhat mure pt. large. 

Notour it is, how, in her highndss’s minority, xl process of fbr- 
altour was decreed against my lord of LiCnnox, for certain pffcdces 
alledged committed by him ; specified in the iome and censement 
of pailiament given thereupon ; by reason whereof he has this long 
time been exiled, and absent forth of his' nativcv country ; how 
grievous the same has been unto him, it has Well appeared by divers 
his suites, sundry ways brought unto her majesty’s knowledge, not 
only containing most humble and due submission, but olways bear- 
ing witness of his good devotion to her majesty, his natural princess, 
and earnest afiection he had to her highness most humble service, 
if It should please her majesty of her clemency to make him able to 
enjoy the benefit of a subject; many respects might have moved her 
highness favourably to incline to bis request, as the ancienoy of his 
house, and the sirnarae he bears, the honour be has to appertain to 
her majesty by affinity, by reason of my lady Margaret her high- 
ness s aunt, and divers other his good considerations, as also the 
affectuous request of her good sister the queen’s majesty of England, 
whose earnest commendation was not of least moment, besides that 
of her own natural, her majesty has a certain inclination to pity the 
decay of noble houees, and as we heard, by her own report, has a 
great deal more pleasure to be the instrument of thle uphold, main- 
tenance, and advancement of the ancient blood, than to hatVe matter 
ministered of the decay or overthrow of any good race. IJpon this 
occasion, her majesty the more^ tenderly looked upon his request, 
and her gocchsister the queen of England’s favourable ^tter, written 
for reconime^^on of his cause, in consideratioh whereof not buly 
has she granlffil^UDto him her letter of restitutipn, ^ waj of grace, 
but also licensed him to pursue, by way of reduetira, the ^tlsmedies 
provided by the law for such as think themsblves grieved by any 

t2 
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judgment, unordd|H||kan(f to have the. process reversed; fore^- 
Ration wliereo]^PPbj)lieaj{ed4ier majesty preseniJy to assett^ 
^bu the three esiw^^^iii^h^^ealme, by w|io8e advice, delibei^- 
tib)^ and ^ciBi&uat>her peaty’s mini!, to proceed forw^ upon 
hiB coibplaint^i u thfe mjCiiitB of Ibe cause, laws of the reblm, and 
practice ob^ervpd in lucK pai^. wdl bear out. The sum of all your 
proceeding at this^^lib^^beu^'^by that we- have heard, thus as, it 
were pointed^ out, { n^ht here,, end, if the matter we have in hand 
gave me uot occasion tp. aay a few more words, not far different 
from the same subject, wherein I would extend tS8 circumi^^iices 
more largelj^^ if I fearbd not to offend her highness, whose presence 
and modest nature abhors long tspeakingand^ adulation, and so 
compel me to speak such things, as may seem to tend to any good 
and perfect point;" and lest it should^be coraptedto me, es that I 
we^ oblivious, if I should omit to put you in remembranoe, in what 
part we may accept this, and the like demonstrations of hergentill 
nature ; whose gracious behaviour towards all her subjects; in gene- 
ral, may serve for a goo(^ proof of that felicity, we mayiook for 
under her happy government so long as it shall please God to g^t 
her unto us; for a good harmony to be had in the common weill, 
the offices between the prince and the. subjects must be reciproque, 
as by her majesty's prudence we enjoy this present peace with all 
foreign nations, and quietness among yourselves, in such sort, that 
I tbink justly it may be affirmed Scotland, in no man's age, that pre- 
sently lives, was in greater tranquillity ; so is it the duty of all us 
her loving subjects to acknowledge the same as a most high benefit, 
proceeding from the good government of her majesty, declaring 
ourselves thankful fot the same, and rendering toher majesty such 
due obedience, as a just prince may look for at the hands of faith- 
ful ^d'obedient subjects. 1 mean no forced nor unwilling ;Obedi- 
ence, which I know her nature does detest, but such as proceeds 
from the contemplation of her modest kind of regiment, will for love 
and duty sake produce the fruits thereof. A good proof have we 
all in general had other majesty's benignity these three years, that 
she has lived in the governmrat over you, and many of you have 
largely tasted of her large liberality and feabk dealing: on the 
other part her highness has hid large aj^earance of your dutiful 
obedience, so it becomes you to coDtinue, as we have be^n, in con- 
sideration of the many , notable efamples of her -clemency above 
others hter good qualities, and tflabbor and detest all false bniites 
and rumours/^which pire die most pestilent evils that can be, in any 
common well, and the sowers and inv^tors thereof. Then may we 
be Well assured .ter* have ^f her an most gim^Qus priWeesse, and she 
most feithful and loving subjeots;* arid so both the head and the 
members, being encouraged to maintain the harmony and accord of 
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Aq politick fibdies/^he^of 1 made mentid^PMbre, as the glory 
Aereof shall partly appertain to her majest^j ab Aall no amdl praise 
and unspeak^le Commodity redound Aen^roilgli^to JjOiJt all uni- 
versally her subject!. 

No. X. (VoCl. p:264.) 

The perils ar^ troubles that ma^ presmlltf ensue f turn tn time t6 come 
follow^ to the (^ueen*s Majesty ef England and state of this realm, 
up<mrthe marriage of the Queen of ScotsHo the Lord Darmley. 

^iRs^Ty the mind! o! such as betfecied to the quCeh of Scots* 
either for hevself, or fot Ae opinion of her pretence to this crown* 
or for Ae desire to hhve change of Ae forme^of religion in Ais 
realm, or.for the discohtentatioii Aey have of the queen's majesty, 
or her succession, or of the succession of any other betide the queen 
of Scotts, shall be, 4 by this marriage erected^ comforted, aqd induced 
to devise and labour how to bring Aeir desires to pass : and to 
mak<3' some estimate what persons those are, to Ae intent the quan- 
tity of the danger may be weighed ; Ae same may be compassed 
in those sorts either wiAin the realm or without. ; 

The first are such as are specially devoted to the q&n of Scotts, 
or to the lord Darnley, by bond of blood and alliance ; as first, all 
the house of Lorrain and Guise for her part, and the earl of Lennox 
and his wife, all such in Scotland as be of their blood, and have re- 
ceived displeasures by the duke of Chateiherault and the Hamiltons. 
The second are all manner of personiJp^h in this realm and other 
countries, that are devoted to Ae auAority of Rome, and mislikc 
of the religioif now received ; and in these two sorts are tlie sub- 
stance of them comprehended, that shall take comfort in Ais mar- 
riage. 

* Next therefore to be considered what perils and troubles these 
kind of men sliall intend to this realm. 

First, Ae general scope and mark of all their desires is, and 
always shall be, to bring the queen of Scotts to have the royal crowu 
of Ais realm ; and therefore, though Ae devisees may vary amon^'^ 
Aemaelves for the compassing hereof, according to Ae accidents of 
the times, and according to Ae impediments whi^ Aey shall find 
by means of Ae queen’s majesty's actions. and governments, yet all 
tbeir purposes* drifts, devises, and practices, sbsdl wholly and only 
tend ta make Ae queen of Scotts queen of Ais realms and twdeprive 
our soverc^aMady Aereof ; and in Aeir ptoceedinigs, therejne two 
manners to btllAtsidered, wberec^A® jn £ur ^worse Aan Ae 
other; the one intended by Aem*- that eiAee^ibom malicious 
blindness in or for natuhd afccAm to the 4^een of Scotts, 

or the lord Dnrnlby, do persuade Aeumlv^ Aat Ae said queen of 
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Scotts hath pr^^ntlv nior6 right to the .crowo than our sovereijga 
la3y the q^eu, iif which sort be all their kindred on both sides, af>d 
all such a§ are. devoted to Popery, either in England, Scotland, 
lidluid, or elsewhere; the other is meant by them, which, with less 
m^ce are persuaded thdt the queen of Scotts hath only right to be 
the next heiir to succeed the queen’s majesty and her issue, of which 
sort few are without the realm, but here within, and yet of them, 

’ npt so many as are of the cohtrkry, and from these two sorts shall 
the' peril, devises, and practices proceed. Fronirthe first, which 
imagine the queen of Scotts to have perpetually right are tb be 
looked for these perils. First, is it to be doubted the devil will in- 
fect some of them to imagine the hurt of the life of our dear sove- 
reign lady, by such means as the devil shall suggest to them, 
although it is to be assuredly hoped, that Almighty God will, as he 
has hitherto graciously protect and preserve her from such dangers? 
Secondly, there will be attempted, by persuasions, by bruites, by 
rumours, and such like, to alienate the minds of good subjects from 
the queen's majesty, and to counciliate them to the queen of Scotts, 
and on this behalf the frontiers and the north will be' much solicited 
and laboured. Thirdly, there will be attempted causes of some 
tumults and rebellions, especially in the north toward Scotland, so 
as thereupon may follow some open enterprise set by violence. 
Fourthly, there will be, by the said queen's council and friends, a 
Dew league made with Fraqce, or Spain, that shall be ofibnsive to 
this realm, and a furtherance to their title. And as it is also very 
likely, that they will set a;^t as many practices as they can, both 
upon the frontiers and in Weland, to occasion the queen's majesty 
to increase and continue her charge thereby, to r^^ain her from 
being mighty or potent, and for the attempting of all these things, 
many devises will be imagined from time to time, and no negligence 
will therein appear. 

From the second sort, which mean no other favour to the queen 
of Scotts, but that she should succeed in title to the queen’s majesty, 
is not much to be feared, but that they will content themselves to 
see not only the queen's majesty not to marry, and so to impeach it, 
but to hope, that the queen of Scotts shall have issue, which they 
will think to be more pleasable to all men, because thereby the 
crowns of England and Scotland shall be united in one, and thereby 
the occasion of war shall cease with which persuasion many people 
may be seduced, and abused to inclme themselves tq the part of the 
queen of Scotts. 

: Thoiremedies against these perils. 
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A Duplicat. 

iih of -4 sammary of the consultation and advice given kg the Lords 
1,565. (ijni others of the Privy CounctL Collected out of the sun» 
Cal. B. 10. speeches oj tht said couselkrs, 

ful. 290. 

, Lord Keeper, Mr. Comptroller, 

Lord Treasurer, Mr. Vico Chamberlain, 

f Derby, Mr. Secretary, 

Earls of Bedford, Cave, 

( Leicester, Peter, 

Lord Admiral, Mason. 

Lord Chamberlain, 

Questions propounded were these two : 

1. First what perils mip:ht ensue to the queen’s majesty, or 
this realm, of the marriage betwixt the queen of Scotts and the lord 
Damlcy. 

2. Wluit were meet to be done, to avoid or remedy the same. 

To the First. 

. The perils being sundry, and very many, were reduced by .'^oino 
counsellors into only one. 

1. First, That by this marriage, the queen of Scotts (being not 
mai;ried), d groat number in this realm, not of the worst subjects, 
might be alienated in their minds from tbeir natural duties to her 
majesty, to depend upon the success of tliis marriage of Scotland, 
as a mean to establish the succeRsiou of both the crowns in the issue 
of the same marriage, and so favour all devises and practices, that 
^sliould tend to the advancement of the queen of Scotts. ’ 

*2. Secondly, That, considering the chief foundation of them, 
which furthered the marriage of lordDamley, was laid upon the trus# 
of such as were Papists, as the only means left to restore the religion of 
Rome, it was plainly to be seen, that, both in this realm and Scotland, 
the Papists would most favour, maintain, and fortify this marriage 
of the lord Darley, and would, for furtherance of faction in religion, 
devise all means and practices that could be within this realm, to 
disturb the estate of the queen’s majesty, and the peace of the realm, 
and consequently to atchieve their ^rposes by force lutherthan fail. 
By some other, these perils having indeed many branches, were re- 
duced, though somewhat otherwise, into two sorts, and these were 
in nature such as they could not be easily severed the one from the 
other, but were knit and linked together, naturally for maintaining 
the one with the other. The first of these sort of perils was, timt, 
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by mi^nag^ with the lord DarDlay, there ^as a plain intention 
to|S|l^e^ the pretended title of the queen’of Scotts, not only to suc- 
ceed the^ij^sen^s majestyi as: in her best amity' she had professed, 
y occupy the quden's estate^ as when she was in power 

inPiSid^wmfeBtly. decla^ 

'The laecblM/ wii, that l^reby the Romish religion should be 
OTected, and incr^sed daily in this realm, and these two wcr^ thus 
Ipimit together, that the furtherance and maintenance of tliu title 
staid in furthering of the religion of Rome within this realm ; and 
in like manner the furtherance of the same religion e )od by the 
title, for otherwise the title had no foundation. 

Provey ofthe first.) And to prove that the intention to advance 
the title to disturb the queen’s majesty mu^t need^ ensue, was con- 
sidered that always the intention and will of any person is most 
mernifest^wben their power is greatest, and contrary wlxcr (heir power 
is small ; ihen the intention and will of every person is covered and 
less seen. So as when the queen of Scotts power was greats t, by 
her ^marriage with the dauphin of France, being afterwards French 
king, it manifestly appeared of what mind she and all her friends 
were ; using then manifestly all the means that could be devised 
to impeach and dispossess the queen’s majesty, first by writing and 
publishing herself in all countries queen of England ; by granting 
charters, patents, and commissions, with that style, and with the 
arms of England, both the French and Scotts, which charters re- 
main still undefaced ; and to prosecute it with effect, it is known 
what preparations of war were made, and sent into Scotland ; and 
what other forces were assembled in . foreign countries ; yea, in 
what manner a shameful peace was made by the French with king 
Philip, to employ all the fbrees of France to pursue all the matters 
by force, which by God’s providence and the queen's majr^jty con- 
trary power, were repelled ; and afterwards, by her hiisband's 
^death, her fortune and power being changed, the intention began 
to hide itself, and although by the Scottish queen’s commissaries 
an accord was made at Edenbrough, to reform all those F^les, and 
claims, and pretences, yet to this day, by delays and cavillations, 
the ratification of that treaty has been deferred. And so now, as 
sQon as she shall feel her power, she will set the same again abroad, 
and by considering of such errors as were committed in the first, 
her friends and allies will amend the same, and proceed substan- 
tially to her. purpose. By some it was thought plainly, that the 
peril was greater of marriage with the Imd Damley, being a 
subject of this it^ealmf.than .mth the mightiest prince abroad, for by 
thisj he being of this redm,. and Imving for ^e cause of religion, 
and other respects, made a party liero, should ^encrease by force 
with diminution of tbe poww .pf the realm ; in that whatsoever 
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power he could make by the faction of the Papist, aQd;other dis- 
obotented persons here, should it be ae k were deducted out of the 
power of this realm ; and by the marnage of a sUa&ger^ she cou]d> ‘ 
not be assured of any part here ; so as by this inaitjage she shpajd 
have a portion of her own power to serve her turn, and^ a siaiall 
portio! of adversaries at home in our own boWels, alyrays seem 
more ii. ngcrous than treble the like abroad, whereof the examples 
are in ^ui own stories many, that foreign powers never prevailed ipv» 
this realm, buc tbc help of some at home, ^ {t wa# also re- 
membered. *]iut seeinpr how before this attempt of marriage, it is 
found, and manifestly <ccn, that in every corner of the r^alm, the 
faction that 'nios< favionretli the Scottish title, is grown stout and 
bolJ, yea seen ii ' nifestly in this court, both in hall and chamber, 
it could jioi be but (except good heed were speedily given to it) by 
this Tnuiria , and by the practice of the fuutors thereof, the some 
fav,'i!on would jliCii tly increase, and grow so great and dangerous, 
as tb ' vr dress thereof .vould be almost desperate. And to this 
purpoiL* It reiU'-iibercd, bow of late in perusing of the sub- 
stance ot tlid ju'^ticcs of the peace, in all the countries of the realm, 
scantly a ^hird was found full> assured to be trusted in the matter 
of religion,, upon which onl;, -^ing the queen of Scotts title doth 
hang, and some doubt might be, that the friends of the carl of 
Lennox and his had more knowledge hereof than was tliought, and 
thereby made avant now in Scotland, and tlieir party was so great 
in England as the quecMi’s majesty durst not attempt to contrary 
his marriage. Aud in this sort, was the sum of the perils declared, 
being notwithstanding more largely and plainly set out, and made 
30 appai-ent by nrony sure arguments, as no one of the council 
could de ny them lu be but many and very dangerous. 

Second Question. ^ 

The q.mstion of this consultation was what were meet to be done • 
to avoid these perils, or els^ to divert the foice thereof from hurting 
the realm; wherein there were a great nu nicer of particular de- 
vises propounded, ard yet tlic more part of tlicm was reduced by 
some into three heads. 

1. The first thought necessary by all persons, as the only thing 
of the most moment and efficacy, to remedy all these perills, and 
many others, and such as without it, no other remedy could be 
found sufficient, and that was to obtain that the queen’s majesty 
would marry, and niake therein no long delay. 

2. The second was, to advance, esta^isb, and fortify indeed the 
profession of religion, both in Scotiand and m England, and to di- 
minish, weaken, and feeble, the contrary. 

‘ 3. The third was, to proceed in sundry things, either, to disap- 
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point andrbreak this invaded marri^ge^ or^ act tMI least, thereby to 
preoiiire the saine not lo be so Imrtfitl4:o this realm as otherwise it 
will be. ^ 

.^jTbe HfSt of these three .hath nc^ particular rights in hut an 
^md ,unf(^igoed desire and . suite, wilih' all humbleness, by 
prayer; to Altnfghty Gk»d, f^d advice and council to* the queen’s 
majesty, that she would defer.no more time from marriage, whereby 
the good subjects of the realm might stay their hearts, to depend 
upon her majesty, and the issue of her body, without which no 
surety can be devised to afibertain any person of continuance of 
their families or posterities, to enjoy that which otherwise should 
come to them. 

Second, concerning the matters of religion, wherein both ' truth 
and policy were joined together, had these particulars. 

First, whereas of late the adversaries of religion, in the realm, 
have taken occasion to comfort and increase their faction, both in 
England, Scotland, and abroad, with a rumour and expectation 
that the religion shall be shottly changed in this realm, by means 
that the bishops, by the queen’s majesty's commandment, have of 
late dealt streightly with some persons of good religion, because 
they had forborn to wear certain apparel, and such like things ; 
being more of form and accidents, than of any slibstance, for that 
it is well known that her majesty had no meaning to comfort the 
adversaries, but only to maintain an uniformity as well in things 
external, as in the substance, nor yet hath any intention to make 
any change of the religion, as it is established by laws. It was 
thought by all men very necessary, for the suppressing of the pride 
and arrogancy of the adversaries, indirectly hereby to notify, by 
her special letters to the two archbishops, that her former com- 
mandment was only to retain an uniformity, and not to give any 
occasion to any person to misjudge of her majesty, in the change 
of any part of religion, but that she did determine firmly to main- 
tain the form of her religion, as it was established, and to punish 
such as did therein violate her laws. And in these points, some 
also wished that it might please her archbishops, that if they 
should see that the adversaries continued in taking occasion to for- 
tify their faction, that in that case they should use a moderatiou 
therein, until the next parliament, at which time, some good, uni- 
form, and decent order might , be de visaed, and established, for such 
ceremonies, so as both . unifpnnlty and gravi^. might be retained 
amongst the clergy. 

The second means was, that the quondam bishops, and others, 
which had refused to acknowledge, the queen’s majesty’s power 
over them, according to the law, mud were of late dispersed in the 
plague time to sundry places abroad, wii^re it is known they cease 
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not to advance their faction, might be returned to the Tower, or 
some other prison, whefe they might not htvfe such liberty to se- 
duce and inveigle ther qneeu's majesty^l^ subjects, as they daily do. 

means was, that where the bishops do com^in that 
they dare not execute the ecclesiastical laws, to the furtheranne »f 
religion, for fear of the preinunire wherewith the Judges and law- 
yers of the realm, being not best affected in religion, do threaten 
them, aiW in many cases lelt not to pinch and deface them, that 
upon such cases opened, some convenient aiiihurity might be given 
them, from the queen's inajelly, to coniinuo during her pleasure. 

The fourth was, that there were daily lewd, injudicious, and un- 
lawful books ill English, brought from beyond sens, and are boldly 
received, read, and kept, and especially in the north, seducing of 
great numbers of good subjects, the like boldness whereof was never 
suffered in any other princess's time, that some slreight order might 
be given to avoid the same, and that it might be considered by the 
judges, what manner of crime the same is, to maintain such hooks^ 
made directly against her inajestyV authority, and maintaining a 
foreign power, contrary to the laws of the realm. 

The fifth was, that where a groat number of monks, fryars, and 
such lewd persons, are fled out of Scotland, and do serve in Eng- 
land, especially in the north, as curates of churches, and all such of 
them as are not found honest and conformable, may be banished out 
of the realm, for that it appeareih they do sow sedition in the realm, 
in many places, and now >vill increase their doings. 

The sixth, where sundry having ecclesiastical livings, are on the 
other side the sea, and from thence maintain sedition in the realm ; 
that livings may be belter bestowed to the commodity of the realm, 
upon good subjects. 

The seventh is, that the judges of the realm, having no small 
authority in this realm, in governance of all property of the realm, 
might be sworn to the queen’s majesty, according to the laws of the 
realm, and so thereby they should for conscience sake maintain the 
queen’s majesty's authority. 

The particulars of the third intention to break and avoid this 
marriage, or to divert the perils. 

First, to bresLk this marriage, considering nothing can likely do 
it, but force, or fear of force, it is thought by some that these 
means following might occasion the breach of the inarriage. 

] . That the earl of Bedford repair to his charge. 

3. That the works at Berwick be more advanced. 

3. That the garrison be there increased. 

4. That all the wardens put their frontiers in order with speed, 
to be ready at an hour’s warning. 
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5. TTwi some n^leg^Mrson, as tfe duke of Norfolk, or the earl 
seat iiM Yorkshire, to be lieutenant- 

Itlie mjrdj/ " ^ " 

^^fons M; B»da: to be in rea^ness to 


to iniiwde Se^and. ?«.«•; 

**‘*y Sj^nox'bij commitfed to Mme plMe, 

i of Int^tence. 

Thsrt Ae wl of l,WiwK and fait son may be seat fol, and re- 
.Jtorrf to be*se^ h(^e by the qitoen^of Scotts, according to the 
Jf c^e, ;flton, to denounce to the qa^n 

Jotts the breach of 4e freatjr. and ^h^eupon to enter with hos- 
fflito; by irhidh proceeding, hope is confieived (so the same be done 
m deeds and notin shews) that the marriage will be avoided, or at 
the least that it may be qualified from many perils ; and whatsoever 
IS to be done herein, is to be^executed with speed, wl^lst she has 
a party in Scotland that favoureth>ot the m'aiitiage, and before any 
Jeague made by the qneen of Spotts with Prance or Spain. 

Sonw other i^ows well of all ‘these proceedings, saving of pro- 
ceedmg to hostility, but all do agree in the rest, and also to these 
particularities following. 

1 "P®** refusal, or his son’s refusine, 

slwnld be seized, and bestowed in gift or custodj, as sliall please 
her majesty, upon good subjects.. ' ' 

11. That all manifest favourers of the earl, in the north, or else- 

where, be inquired for, and that they be, by sundry means, well 
looked to. , . 

12. That inquiry Im made in the north, who have the steward- 
ship of A^qwen's majesty’s lands there, and that no person, de- 
^rvii^ misttost, be suffered to have governance or rule of any of 
her subjectdspt lands m tbenorth, but only to retain th^r fees, and 
more tewt^^^rsons h^ve rate of the same people’s lands. 

, aM fr^uent passages into this realm, to and from Scot- 

la^, he rested to all Scottish men, saving such as have safe 
coUdnct, or to espeaally recommended .from Mr. R^olph as 
%»^r8 hf,ae ^«4m.‘ V^. »Moipn, as 

, iMelligento to used wjthSuch in' Scotland, as 

ft®X coniforted ftom timotb time. 

• ‘«i“w»‘oM.;^Wber; and pen- 

sionem, to totter s^en »urto, to arpi4|tt^M un^ij^^ speech 

' ' 

j { i. ^ 

• Charles, be . 


^ ryr*^i ” * w regmr. :''’V 

i®- i^rh 

removed io.^me plato wtore • 

J-IJ. Tto^tonsaer% queil^ of to'oits/ 

- ‘“f gteai'&vtor, ted:*ontiii,lW, by tlie . 
qiMb's majesty s favour heriiin to tto ^jjten Sbotts and her mi- 



APPENDIX. 


333 

nisters, and the hidy Catharine, whom the’ said queen of Scotts ac- 
compted as a competitor unto her in pretence of title, it may please 
the queen’s majesty, by some exterior to shew some reipission 
of her displeasure to tl^ lady, and to earl of Hartford, that the 

queen of Scotts thereby may find some Change, aSfed her friends pat 
in doubt of further proceeding therein. 

18. That whosoever shall be lieutensuit in the north, ,Sir Ralph 
Sadler mayaccorapany him. 

19. That with speed the realm of Ireland may be commiUed to a 
new governor. 

20. Finally, that these advices being cqnsideied by her majesty, 
it may please her to choose which bf ^em she liketh, and to put 
them in execution in deeds, and not to pass them over in consulta- 
tions and speeches. 

For it is to be assured, that her adversaries will use all means to 
put their infibation in execution. Some by practice, some by force, 
when time shall serve, and no time can serve so well the queen’s 
majesty to interrupt the perils as now at the first, before the queen 
of Scott’s purposes be fully settled. 

No. XI. (Vol. L p. 273.) 

Randolph to the Earl of Leicester, from Edinburgh, 
the 31 aY of Jul^, l56/>. 

Colt. Lib. May it please your lordship, T have received your lord- 
Cal. b. ix. ship's letter by my servant, sufficient testimony of your 
Aii origi- lordship’s favour towards me, whereof I think myself al- 
mil. ways so assured, tbakwhat other mishap sqevcr beful me, 

I have enough to comfort myself with ; though 1 have hot at this 
time received neither according to the need 1 stand, nor the neces- 
sity of the service that 1 am employed ip, 1 will rather pass it, us 1 
may with patience, than trouble your lordship to be further suiter 
for me, when there is so little hope that any good will be done for 
me. I doubt not but your lordship bath heard by such information 
as 1 have given from hence, what the present state of this country 
is, how this queen is now become a married wife, and her husband, 
the self-same day of his marriage, made a king. In their desires, 
hitherto, they have found so much to their contentment, that if the 
rest succeed and prosper accordingly, , they may think themselves 
much happier, than there is appearance that they shall be; so 
many discontented minds, so much.mislikiog of the subjects to have 
these matters thus ordered, and in this sort to be brought to pass, 
1 never heard of any marriage;- so little hope, so little comfort as 
men do talk was never seen, at any time, when men should most 
have shewed themselves to rejoice, if that consideration of her own 
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honour and well of hM^couAtiy had been had as appertained in so 
weighty,^':ea^. '■ iniis<w''now their fesur, the overthrow of religion, 
the bt^l^ ‘oiP ^ide wiC^ queen’s majesty, and the destruction 

of as nittij^ 0^^ nobifi^jift ^Ijtithfnmlikingof, or that he llketh 
'unto, To[se^. -i^.^ge incbnvenieocys ;q>proach- 
Jne,,th(^ar« a food number tha^maywooner lament' v#itb them- 
' selvea and complaint tOy^their : neighbours,’ thi^ be able to find re- 
pdie to help thert.aMid^^mpt fith all ^ fm-ce they Kave, but 
are too. .weatjo do apy good, what is required otherWays, or what 
means there is madp your lordship I(|«;^eth ; what will be answered, 
or what will be ^oiie, ther^in,;^ 'mis in great dpubt, and though 
your intent bf hever so g6d4 unio ^ yet do we so much fear your 
delay, that our ruin shall prevent your suppi^ trhen council is once 
taken. Nothing so needful, as speedy ezgpution. Upon the queen’s 
majesty, we wholly depend,' in her majesty’s hands it standetli to 
save our lives, or to suffer is to perish ?^ter hondnr her ma- 
jesty cannot have, tlian in tliat which lieth in her majesty’s power to 
do for us, the sums are not great, thenumbers of men are not many 
that we desire; many wiU daylybe found, tho’ this will be some 
charge; men grow dayly, though, at this time, I thjnk her majesty 
shall lose hut few : her friends here being pnce taken away, where 
will her majesty find the like? I speakleast of that which I think is 
most earnestly intended by this queen, .and her husband, when by 
him it was lately said, that he cared more for the Papists in Eng- 
land, than he did for the Protestants in. Scotland; if therefore his 
hopes be so gVeat in the Papists of England, what may your lord- 
ship believe that he thinketh of the Protestants there; for his birth, 
for his nurritour, for the honour he hath to be of kine to the queen 
my mistress, if in preferring those that are. the queen’s majesty’s 
worst subjects to those ^at are her best, he declareth what mind 
he heareth to the qiieen^ majesty’s self, any man may say it is 
slenderly rewarded, and bis duty evil forgotten » he would now seem 
to be indifi^reqt to both the religions, she to use her mass, and he 
to eome sometimes to the preaching ; they were married with all the 
solemnities of the Pt^sh time, saving that he heard not the mass ; 
hisspeeqh and talk argueth his mind, and^et would he fain seem 
to the wpt^l.tliat he. were 9^8ome.,||Bligion'; his Words to all men, 
against whom he conceiveth any^dij^easure hoW unjust soever it 
be, so proud and spiteful, ^at rath^'‘4)e.,,seemeth a monarch of the 
world, than he .tlmt,:not l^pg since, we have seen and knoWn the 
lord D^jiley; he lookBth''B(»w.f<^r reverence of many that have 
litUe will- to give it hhn; and 8bffle’^ieTe,.are.that .do give it, that 
think him little worth of iti^ All honijlmr thal sdity be attributed unto 
apy man by a wife, he haUi it whpl^and firity; all pisses that 
be spoken of him he lacketh notlkdm henelf ; all d^niUes that 
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she can endue him with, which are already given and granted ; no 
man pleaseth her that contenteth not him; and what may I aay 
more, she hath given over to him her whole will, to be ruled and 
guided OB himself bcst likcth; she can ki, touch prevail with him, 
in any thiog that is against his will, as your lordship may with roe 
to persuade that I should hang myself ; this last dignity out df hand 
to have been proclaioMld king, she would have it -deferred otatill it 
were agreed by parliament, or lie had been himself 21 years of age, 
that things done in his name might have the better authority. He 
wduld, in no case, have it deferred one day, and cither then or 
never ; whereupon this doubt has ,^en ajnongst our men of law 
whether she being clad wijlhva hushandi and her iiusband not 
twenty-one years, any thing without parliament can be of streng^th, 
that is done between them; upon Saturday at afternoon these mat- 
ters were long in debating. And before they were well resolved 
upon, at nift hours at night, by three hcialds, at sound of (he 
trumpet he w^as proclaimed king. This was the night before the 
muniage; this day, Monday at tweK’e of the clock, the lords, all 
that were in the toun, were present at the proclaiming of liim ag 5 in, 
Avhere no man said so much as amen, saving his father, tliat cried 
out aloud God save his queen ! The manner of the marriage was in 
this sort^ upon Sunday in the morning between five and six, she 
was conveyed by divers of her nobles to the chapell ; she hud upon 
her back the great mourning gowm of black, with the great wide 
mourning hood, not unlike unto that which she wore the doulfull 
day of the burial of her husband : she was led, into the chapell, by 
tlic earl of Lennox and Athol, and there was she leA iintill her hus- 
band came, who also was conveyed by the sunm lords, thj minister 
priests, two, do there receive them, the bands are asked the third 
time, and an instrument taken by a notour Umt no man said afi^inst 
them, or alledged any cause ,why the ip&rage might not proceed. 
The words were spoken, the rings which were three, the middle a 
rich diamond, were put upon her finger; they kneel together, and 
many prayers said over them, she tarrieth out the mass, and he 
taketh a kiss, and leaveth her there, and went to her chamber, 
whither within a space'lfhe followeth; and being required, accord- 
ing to the solemnity, to cast'ofif her cares, and leave aside tliose 
sorrowful garments, and give herself to a more pleasant life, after 
soii||e pretty refusall, moi'C I believe for manner sake than grief of 
heart, she suffered them that stppd by, >^ery roan that could ap- 
proach, to take out a pin; and so being committed to bar ladies, 
changed her garments, but went not to bed» to signify to the world 
that it was not lust that moved Aem to:attatTy,' but only tlie neccs. 
sity of her countiy^ not, if God vdll, long to leave it destitute of an 
heir. Suspicious men, or such as arc given of all things to make 
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the wont, would that it Idtould be believed, that they knew each 
other b^ore 6iirt Aeir^ I jrouldaot your lordahip should 

•o *** % are *0 great to the contrary, that if it 

were pb^le &^e a&i^in bet iW J would notbelieve it. After 
the mwnage'^wetb conffl^||^dieer«nd danci^ : to their 
diiin^’tbey'bl^; cohVeyM b^^ whole nobilitv ; the'trumpets 
•oundj a largeig^j^;, moiK^Bnown'I^t the' house in great 
, to 8ueli al§»er|-^p^:{oget^^part: they'dine both 

at one table, upon tbe!ppper thefb serve her these earls, 
Athole sewer, IW^n ca^er, C enp-beanb; these aefre 
him in Ijkc B^^iglWpl^^ls, and Glencaim ; after 

dmnert^y^ced aw^^*nmh«|«^ thenlelvW till the hour 
of Biip^ ; and ps they ^ned so do iiy wi|.«8pine ddneing there 
was, wd so they go to bbil ; of all fliis l^fiave written Jo your lord- 
ship lam not oculatus testis, to this, bui bf jbe verity youtlordship 
shall not need to doubt, hotter 1 cak^# it; I v4 sent for to 
have been at the supper, but like a currSh « unodurtly earle 1 re- 
fused to be there ; and yet that which your lot^ship may think might 
move *6 much, to have had llia.sight of my mistress, 6f whom these 
eighteen days by just account 1 got not a sii^^ I am my lord taken 
by all ^t sort u'a very evil person, whicb-^k my heart I do well 
ulow, and like .of myself die better’, ibr yet can I no* &id either 
honest or good that likeih their doin^; -1. leave at this time further 
to trouble your lordship, maving pardon iibr my long ^nce, I have 
more adp than I am aUdb) di8chasge.J.walk now nMn abroad by 
ni^t thSn byday, and the day too little to disefa^ myself of that 
w ich I j^ceive, nebOive in the nighty ^s your lordship, I am 
sure, IB ^rtaker of inch letters as I write to Mr. Secretary, so that 
I trust that be shalkbe to this, to save me of a litde labour, to write 

the ^e j^gain, most humbly I-take my leave at Edinburgh, the 
last day of July, 1565. : ' 

• P- 2^6.) 

Jitter Ad/w-d fe tie UMourablr Sir IFO&mi Cecil, 

iwiSendatioiii. ^ day^at noon 
{wroner. ®*P*“B''®r*ck#|^ Came who braurtt with him the 

lWP.«olutlon. 

f Iwkisuw fof had in charge to give in- 

orroau^ ^ of the ieongregation 

d^ U detteufawd,*, ullllkoliai^^ in 

letters, mad for ^ purpose ree^I due monibg, a letter sub- 
senbed by die duke, the of Monay, Gfehieame, and others. 
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craving to be holpen wi|b 800 barqiiiiinii|^ out of t)iU pktthon, 
fur their better defencol Awl e^it 1 well the good- 
ness of their cog^e/aiifl^the qiteeoV bur #?vei»igp«i good 

will aodoare tefrardo^em^euM onderii^ that k were 

very re(|)DUite to have^^em ttat.iaOwiyi^ causa b to be 

in this’ iboner deoMed, und tbA it now atdndoll^^ their utter 
overthrow and uhdohi|i <3*^^ the^quaenV jjt^ia.S thcteail 
and th^ dot inucf^>ove J0O0; beaMP ftht the queen hath 
harquebusyots, and they hato]tione, add do yet wj^the power that 
the earrof Arlbyle ihouWljl^ # them, who is^yet joined with 
theirs; I have 4^reiipoqXhon|l^j^d.|bfpray y^ %o bo a means 
to learn hePtii^esty’s p&i^e id thlsiiehalf. whidf,^^ ^ bow. I 
shall aniiVOT them,‘;4|r^rtJy^ in this matter, iiotg at tliis 

their extreme nccessit^l^ For, on the one side, lyetJi tbcfen|H>n 
Ihetr ruin and <|V^mrow, and the miserable subversion c>r re- 
ligion thetf r aitdi other side, to adventure so ^cat ami 

weighty a matiar as ll^tiis, (albeit it Iks but of a fetr Soldiers, for a 
small time,) without good warraunte, and thereby to bring, jx^rad- 
venture^ upon our heads some wtlful warts, and in the mean time 
to leave the place i^l^ished^ (haying in the whole but 800,) with- 
out any graik of new Sapply for the same ; and by that means also 
to leave the jnarefaes here the more Subject to invasion, while in the 
meandeason hew helps me preparing; to this know not 1 what lo 
say or hOw tq do. Ai^ id much more | marvel thereof, at that 
having so many times Wfi^n touching this matter^ no reMdutc de- 
termination comdih. And so between the writing^ and looking for 
answer, the bScasion cannot pa.’is, but must needs proceed and have 
success. Gqp turn it to his glory; hut surely all mep*s reason 
hath great cause' to (ear it. Such a push it ii now ooroe unto, a* 
this little siippFf would do much gfMnl to :^v9ncw<5od^s honour, to 
continue her |iiajesty*s great and cae||li|^inemory d* themi and to 
preserve a great in^y noblemen ano gentlemen* If it be not now 
helpen it is gone for ever. Your good will and affiiOtipn that way 
I do nothing mistrust, and herein shalJ take iiich good advice as by 
any means I can. I received fropi these two papers Inclosed, 
the efiect whereof shgUappear itoto you. Fnr those makers 
captain BrickwdH brought, I sfaall.^wer you l|pv jly next, and 
herewith send you two leUem ^ llr. Hamlolphi^ltotb reoeived 
this d». By him you rip^Mhear dM tki ProtaAiiru m ntired 
from EdfeiAKWiMii^^ .So I tmir^otlbntorthw 

aid shall come m pmerifit conNI ifchSpBeoipfisp'il^i 
now so presestty need them ( and so with my m tm y tiAtke com- 
mit yon lo Ck4. IWll|i|^ tins 


\‘ot. ir. 


z 
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Ko. XIII. (Vol. I. p. 276.) 

The Queen to the Earl of Bedford. 

Sept. Dpov tbe advertisements^ lately received from you, with 
1.566. Pe- such otfaef things as came also from the lord Scrope and 
per Officii Rand^jph, and upon the whole matter well coni^i' 

dered, we have thus determined. We will, urith all the speed that 
we can, send to you 30001 . to be thus used. If you shall certainly 
understand that the earl of Murray hath such want of money, as the 
inipresting to him of 1 0001, might stand him in stead for the help to 
defend himself, you shall presently let him secretly to understand, 
that you will, as of yourself, let him have so much, and so wc will 
that you let him have, in the most secret sort that you can, when 
the said sum shall come to you, or if you .can, by any good means, 
advance him some part thereof beforehand* 

The other 20001. you shall cause to be kept whole, unspent, if it be 
not that you shall see necessary cause to imprest some part thereof 
to the now numbers of the 600 footmen and 100 horsemen ; or to 
the casting out of wages of such workmen, as by sickness, or other- 
wFee, ought to be discharged. And where we perceive, by your 
sundry letters, the earnest request of the said earl of Murray and his 
associates, that they might have at the least 300 of our soldiers to 
aid them ; and that you also write, that tho’ wc would not com- 
mand yoi| to give them aid, yet if we would but wink at your doing 
herein, and seem to blame you for attempting such things, as you 
with the help of others should bring about, you doubt not but things 
would do well; you shall understand for a truth, that w^e have no 
intention, foe many respects, to maintain any other prince's sub- 
jects to take arms against their sovereign ; neitlier would wc will- 
ingly do any thing to give occasion to make wars betwixt us and 
that prince, which has caused us to forbear, hitherto, to give you 
any power to let them be aided with any men. But now, consider- 
ing we take it that they are pursued, notwithstanding their humble 
submission and oiler to be ordered and tried by law and justice, 
which being refused to them, they are retired to Dumfrese, a place 
near our west marches, as it seemeth there to defend themselves, 
and adding thereunto the good intention that presently the French 
king pretendeth, by sending one of his join with some one of ours, 
and jointly to treat with that que^, and to induce her to forbear 
this manlier of violent and i^rous proceeding against her sub> 
jects, for ^ich purpose the French ambassador here with us has 
lately written lo thalqueeuv whereof answer itjdidly looked for; to 
the intent in the mean time the said lords should not be oppressed 
and mined for lack of some help to defend them, we are content 
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and do authorize, if you shall see it neceasary lor Uicir dcftMire, to 
let tliem (as of y^r OM adventure, and itilhoul^otirymg tbit you 
have any direction^ thMin from tis) to have the uumber of 9^ 
diers, to be taken, either ii whtde bands, or to ^ drawn out of all 
your bands, as you shall see caise. And to ooyct the matter the 
better, you shall send these numbers to Carlisloiiirto be hid there 
in garrison, to defend that march, now in ^is time that stidi powers 
are on the other pari drawing to those IWintiers, and so from tlnmee, 
ns you shall see cause to direct of, the same uussbers, or any of 
them, may most covertly repair to the said lords, when yoo shall 
expressly advertize that you send them that aid only for their de- 
fence, and not therewith to make war against the ^gmeu, or to do 
•any thing that may odend her person ; wherein you shall so pre- 
cisely deal with them, that they may perceive your care to be such 
as, if it should otherwise appear, your daiiiii^r should be so gnat, 
as all the friends you have could not he able to save you towards 
us. And so we assure you our conscience inovetli us to charge 
you so to proceed witli them ; for otherwise than to preserve them 
from ruin, we do not yield to give them aid of money or men ; 
And yet we would not tliat either of these were known to be our 
act, but rather to be covered with your own desire and attempt. 

No. XIV. (Vol. I: p. 2S4.) 

Randolph to C^I^ Jnnn PAinbur^hy 1th Feb, 

An od- M Y humble duty considered ; what to write of the pre* 

ijiuai. jjeiit Qf country 1 am so uncertain, by reason of 
the daily ulterations of menV minds, that it makelh me much slower 
than otherwise 1 would. Within these few days there was some 
good hope, that this queen would ha' c shewed some fkvour towards 
the lords, and that Robert Melvin should have returned untotlmm 
with comfort upon some conditions. Since that time, there are 
come out of France Clernau hv land, and Thometon by sea ; the 
one from the cardinal, the other front the bishop of Glasgow. Since 
whose arrival neither can there be good word gotten, nor sp|)car* 
ance of any good intended them, except that they be able to per- 
swade the queen’s majesty, our sovereign, to make her heir appa- 
rent to the croun of England. 1 write of this nothing less than 
1 know that she hath spoken* And by all means that sbe thinketh 
the bast doth travaile to bring it to pass. There is a band lately 
devised, in which the lata pope, the emperor, the king of Spain, 
the duke of Savoy, with divers princes of Italy, smd (ba qaean-mo- 
therauspacted to be of the same confederacy to maiiitaiii Pafustry 
tbrougboat Chriidiawdom ; this band was sent out of France by 
Thornaton, alNl isaiibscribad by this quoaii, the copy thereof re- 
maining with her, and the priodptl to be returned very shortlie, at 

z 2 
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1 hear, by Mr., Stephen WUlsdn, a filv minister for such a devilish 
devise; i|:lib,e co]!^e hereof nmy be gotten, that shall be sent as I 
conv^iently 4nay. Monsieur Rambollet came /o this toun upon 
Monday, he spoke that night to the queen and her husband, but 
no^Jong^ next day he held long conferences with them both, 
but nothing came to the knowledge of any whereof they mtreated. 

1 cannot speak with any that hath any hope that there will be 
good done for the lords by him, thbiq^h it is said that he hath v^^ 
I' good will to do so to the uttermost of his power. He is lodged 
hear to tlie court, -and liveth upon the queen's charges. Upon 
Sunday the order is given, whereat means made to many to be pre- 
sent thai day at the mass. Upon Candlemas-day- there carried 
their candles, with the queen, her husband, the earlc of Lennox, 
aud earle Atliol ; divers other lords have been called together and 
required to be at the mass that day, some have promised, as Cassels, 
Montgomerie, Seton, Cathness. Others have refused, as Fleming, 
Levingston, Lindsay, Huntly, and Bothel ; and of them all Bothel 
is the stoutest, but worst thought of ; it was moved in council tliat 
mass shonld have been in St. Giles church, which I believe was ra- 
ther to tempt men's minds, than intended indeed : she was of late 
minded again to send Robert Melvin to negotiate with such as she 
trusteth in amongst the queen's majesty's subjects, of whose good 
willis this way I trust tliat the bruit is greater than the truth, but in 
these matters, her majesty is too wise not in time to be ware, and 
provide fo^ the worst; some in that country are tlioughttobe privie 
unto die b^ds and confederacie of which 1 have written, whereof 1 
am sure there is some things, tho' perchance of all 1 have not heard 
the truth *, in this court divers quarles,. contentions, and debates, 
nothing so much sought as to maintain mischief and disorder. 
David yet retaineih still bis place, not without heart-grief to many, 
that see tbi0r sovereign guided chiefly by such a fellow ; the queen 
hath utterly refused to do any good to my lord of Argyll, and it is 
•aid that shall be the first voyage that she will make after she is 
delivered of being with child ; the bruit is common that she is, but 
hardly believed of many, and qf this, I can assure you,*that there 
have of late appeared sopie tokens to the contrary. 

No. XV. (VoLLp. 291.) 

Part of a letter from the Earl of Bedford and Mr, Tho. Randolph to 
tkt^Lords of the Council of England from Bamick^ 27 th of March 
1666. An’ Originat in ther Cotton, Library , CajUgvla, b, 10. /of. 
372. ^ 

^ If ay it please ypur honoura, 

C7 itMi. if NO of so maybie matten as we ^ and fyndfnge 
si^ vaHede in the reports, we We my che ado to deceme 
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thcTeritie; which maketh ds the slower and Icfother to put any 
thing in wrytinge to tbOetiteittc we Mid net that your honour^ and 
by you the gueen’s moj^tie, our socerifiige^t should not bo adv^cr- 
tised but of the verie trothe os we, con possible. To this end wo 
thought goc^ to send up captain Carcwo, who Ms in Editthourgc! 
at the tyme t>f the last at template, who spoke there with diverse, 
and af^r that with the queen's self and h<;r husband, confbrmc to 
which we have learned t^otbefs and know by this reports, 
we tend the same, eondmied by the parties self, that were there 
present and ossysters unto these that were executors of the acte. 

This we fynde for ceitato, that Uto queen's husband being enfered 
into fr vehement suspicion of David, that by hym some thybge was 
committed, which was most agaynstc the quccTi's honour, and not 
to bo borne of his perte, fyrste commun^ated his myndo to George 
Duglas, who fynding his sorrowes so great sought all the means ho 
coulde to put some remedie to his griefi*; and communicating the 
same unto my lord Hulltcn by the king's commandment, no otiicr 
waye coulde ^ found then tht^ David should be taken out of Uie 
waye. Whereiii he was so earnest and day lye pressed rlic same, 
tliat no reste could be had uotyll it was put in execution. To this 
that was found good, that the lord Morton, and lord Lindsaye should 
be made privie to th* intente, that theie might have their friends at 
hande, yf neadb required; which caused them to assemble so itmy- 
ny, as theie thought sufRcient against the tyme, that this determi- 
nation of theirs should be put in oxecutionc; which was determined 
the ixth of this instante 3 (hues afore the parliament should liegync. 
at wliich time the sayde lordcs were assured that the erles Ai^ylc, 
Morraye, Rothes and their complyces sholde have been forfeited, yf 
the king could not be persuaded through this means to he Uieir 
friends ; who for the desyre he hade that this intent should toke 
effect th’ one waye was conicnlc to yielde, without all difficnitie to 
t’other, with this condition, that theie should give their contents, 
that he might have the crowne roatfunonial. He was so impatient 
to lee these tilings he saUr, and were daylye brought to his cores, 
that he dayly pressed the said LordsHudien, that (here might be no 
longer delaye ; and to the intent that myght be mantfc stc unto the 
world that he approved the acte, was content to be at the doing of 
that himself. 

Upon Saturdaye at night ntdre unto vtH of the clock, the king 
conveyelh himself, the kwd libtlien^ George Duglast, and two 
others, throwe bis owne cbainb« by privy stayers up to the 
queeii> chamber, going to which there is a cabinet about %i\ foot 
squ^ in the some a little low repoosng bed end e table, at the 
whidi tbejt wereiitdng atdie supper 4ie quMoe, the lady Argile. 
Davi#wiji|i to capp upon bis bead. Into the cshincc there 
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com^th in the king; and lord Ruthen, who willed David to come 
fortli, saying, that was no place for bini. The queen said, that it 
was her will. Her howsbaod anslrerede, that y* was^ against her 
hoDonr. The lord Ruthen said, that he should lerae letter his du« 
tie, and o&riog to have taken him by the arm, David took the 
queen by the blycbtes of her gown and put himself behind the 
queen ^o wolde gladlee have saved him ; but the &mg 
loosed his hand, and holding her in his arms, David was Aru8t^|||^ 
of the cabinet throw the bed-chamber into the chamber of presens, 
whar were the lord Morton, lord Lindsey, who intending that night 
to have reserved him, and the next day to hang him, so many 
being about him, that bore him evil will, one thrust into the 
boddie with a dagger, and after him a great many others, AO that he 
had in liis bodie above wonds. It is told for certayne, that the 
kinges own dagger was left sticking in him. Wheather be stuck 
him or not wc cannot here for certayn. He was not slayne in the 
(queen's presens, as was said, but going down the stayres out of the 
chamber of presens. 

There remained a long tyme witli the queen her howsband and 
tlie lord Ruthen. 8he made, as we here, great intercession that he 
shold have no harm. She blamed greatlee her howsband that was 
the actor of so foul a deed. It is said that he did answer, that 
David had more companie of her boddie then he for the space of 
two months; and therefore for her honour and his own content* 
meat he gave his consent that he should be taken away. ** It is 
not’* (saytlie she) ** the woman’s part to seek the husband,” and 
therefore in that the fault was his own. He said that when he 
came, she either wold not or made herself sick. " Well,” saytbe 
she, “ you have taken your last of me and your fllrewell.” Then 
wetb pityiMyth the lord Ruthen, he is your majesty’s husband 
and musc^ld duUe tb each other. Why may 1 not,” saythe 
she, leave him as well as your wife did her husband ? Other 
have done the like.” The lord Ruthea said that she was lawfully 
divorced from her husband, and for no aimh cause as the kingfoond 
himself gieve. Besydei diis man was mean, basse, enemie to the 
nobility, shame to her, and destructiOD to herself and country. 

Well,” saith she, ** that shall be doar blude to some of you, yf 
his be spylL” God forbid, sayth the lord Ruthen ; for the more 
your grace showc yourself ofieoded, the world will ju^ge the 
^wane. , * 

Her husband this time speaketh litio, 4endf continually weep- 
oth. The Md Ruthen being ill at ease and weak ea]ietl|^fer a 
di||lk, and eaythe, This f mast do with ynur fsi^eitses paVdon,** 
andf peisuadeith her in the best sort to«auld, that would 
paoiiy heiaeif. Nothing that could he said coaM J^teaseh^ 
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In this fluean time there roM a nombre in the court; to pacify 
which there went down the lord Ruthen, who went strayt to the 
eries Hiintly, Bothwell, and Atholl, to quiet them, and to assure 
them for the king that notbing^ was intand afainst them. Thesi^ 
notwithstanding taking fear, when theie heard Uiat my lord of Mur- 
ray would there the next day, and Argile meet them, Huntly and 

t thwcli both get out of a window and so depart. AUioll had linwr 
ttie king wiUi Flysh and Glandorrs (who was lately called Deys- 
ley the person of Ownc) logo where they wold, and bring Concorde 
out of the court by the lord of Lidington. Theie went that nigl»l 
to such places where they thought themselves in most sauftic* 

Before the king leaR talk with the queen, in the hering of the 
lord Ruthen she a*a9 contents that he shold lie with her that night. 
Wo know not how he • * himself, but came nor at her, and ex- 
cused hymsoir to his friends, that he was so sleepic, that Im could 
not wake in due season. 

There were in this companic two that came in with the king ; 
the oneAndiewe Car of Fawcleiiside, whom the queen siijth would 
have stroken her with a dagger, and one Patrick Bah ntiue, hm* 
iher to the justice-clerk, who also, her griire saylh, off* red a dag 
against her belly with the cock down. We have bc<‘ii ( arneHtly m 
hand with the lord Ruthen to know the varitie; but be assourcih 
US of the contmric. There w'crc in the queen's chainlxT th«‘ bird 
Robert, Arthur Arskin, one or two others. TIu'y at the tirsLoffer- 
ing tu make a defence, the lord Ruthen drawd his flagger^ and 4 
ino weapons then, that w*crti not drawn nor seen in her presetis, us 
we are by this lord assured. 

[The letter afterward gives an acermut of the ilighi to Dunbar 
castle, whither resorted unto the lords Muiitly und Botbwell ; 1'hat 
the carl of ASortori and lord Ruthven find thejuselves left by tlic 
king for all his fair promises, bonds, and subscriptions. Tliat he. 
had protested before the council, that he wa.s never conseiiling to 
the death of David, and that it is tore against bis will : ** That of 
the great substance David had there is much spoken, some say in 
gold to the value of ll*!’. His apparel was very good, as it is 
said, 28 pair of velvet hose. His chamber well furnish#^], armour, 
dagger, pystoletts, harquebuses, 22 swords. Of all this itoching 
spoyld or lacked saving 2 or 3 daggers. He had the custody of all 
t^ queen's letters, which all were delivered unlocked upon. We 
hear of a juill, that be had hanging about hts neck of ^me price** 
that cannot be heard of. He had upon his back when he wu slayn, 
a ni^ gowa of damask furred, with a sallen dubl6t,% hose of nit- 
set ^vet.*^] 
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No. XVI. C^ol. I. p. 2^8 ) 

PaH (/ a Letter from Randolph to Cq^, Jon. 16, ,l566-6, , 

1 CAK.NOT t^I what misUkinjg of kte therfe liatblieen be- 

tw n her ^ace and her hasband, he firesBeth eaiBeatly fo^ the 
matrimonial crown, which she is loth hafitily to grant, 
to keep somewhat in store, until she know how well he is w€ip||Pf- 
enjoy such a sovereignty ; ^and therefore it is thought that the par- 
liament for a time shall be deferred, but hereof I c^n write no cer- 
tainty. 

From Mr, Randolphs Letter to Secretio'y Ce^' 

4 April The justice-clerk in hard terms, more for his bfo- 

pcrOiiSC l-hor’s cause than any desert, and as far as I can hear the 
From ilie king of all Other in worst, for neither hath the queen good 
<»og*»al- opinion of him for attempting of any thing that was against 
her will, nor the people that' he hath denied so manifest a matter, 
being proved to be done by his commandment, and now himself to 
be the accuser and pursuer of them that did as he willed them. 
This Scott, that was executed, and Murray that was yesterday ar- 
reigned, were both accused by him. It is written to me, for cer- 
tain, by one that upon Monday last spoke with the queen, that she 
is determined that the house of Lennox shall be as poor in Scot- 
land *as ever it was. The earl continueth sick, sore troubled in 
mind ; he staith in the abby, his son has been once with him, and 
he once with the queen, since she came to the castic. The queen 
hath now seen all the covenants and bands that passed between the 
king and the lords, and now findeth that, his declaration, before 
her and councilf'of bis innocency of the death of David, was false ; 
and grie^plly offended that, by tbeir means, he should seek to 
come to fke crown inatrimonial. 


Part of a Letter frm Randolph to CrciY, from 'Bern'kky 25tk 

1666. 

T a EH E is continually very much speech of the discord between 

the queen and her husband, so for that, that is commonly said and 
believed of himself, that Mr. James Thornton is gone to Home to sue 
for a divorce between, them. It is Very certain that Malevasior had 
not spoken with him within these three days. He is neither ac- 
company d nor looked upon of any oobleoiau : attended upon by 
certain of his own servants, and six or seven of the guard ; at It- 
| to do, and go where and what he will, they have ' no hope 
song themselves of quietness. 

-DavitTs brother, named Jof^ph# who came this way with 
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Malemicr, unknown to man here* U become kecretary in hit 
broihcr't place* 

No. xvy. (Vol. I. p. 302.) 

Tie iarl of Betiford to Cecity 3d Augmiy 1566. 

^oecn and her husband agree after the old manner^ or 

She eatetli'but very seldom witli httn« lieth Hot, nor 
company with him, nor loveth any tuch as love him. l-lc 
is so far out of her books, as ul her ^oing; out of the castle of Edin- 
burglvto rcmuvo abroa4l, he knew nothing thereof. It cannot for 
modesty, nor with the honour of a ipiecn, In? reported irbat she 
said of him. One Hickman, an English merchant thcie, having a 
water spaniel, which was very good, gave him to Mr. Jnm .'S Mel- 
vil, who aflerward, for the pleasure which he saw the king have 
in such kind of dogs, gave him to the king. The queen thereupon 
fell marvellously out with Melvil, and called him dissemhlcr and 
flatterer, and said she could not trust one, who would give any 
thing to such a one as she loved not. 

TAr pAirl of naif uni iu (Vcit^ K. 

Til K disagreement between the queen and her husband coiiti- 
iiucth, or rather incrcascth. Uoliert Melvill draw ing homewards, 
within twelve miles of Edinburgh, could not tell where to fiini th(! 
queen ; sith which- lime she is conn; to Edinhnrgh, untl had not 
twelve horses attending on her. There was not then, nor that I 
can hear of since, any lord, baron, or other nobleman m her com- 
paiiy . 1'he king her husband is gone to DutidVrndiiig, and passoth 
ins Lime as well as he may ; having at his farewell such counte- 
nance as would make a husband heavy at the Itear# 

Sir John Forster to Cccii^’Hih Srpt* fretn Vn ni tckt^i?, 

Tiifc qtiepi) hath her husband in small estinjuiion, and the earl of 
Lennox came not in the quecn*a since the dt-^aih of Davy. 

Sir John Forster to CmY, I Xih Dee, 

The earl of Bothwcll is appointed to receive the ambassadors, and 
alt things for the christening are at his lordship's appoinlrncnt, and 
the same is scarcely w*ell liked of the nobility, as is said. The king 
and queen is presently at Craigmtllar, but in little greater familiarity 
than he was all the while past, 

AdverfUemenis out of Seat Itfnd from the Eorl of Bedford. 

Augosi TffiSir^be king and queen agreed well together two <4|i 

p«. after Incoming from , andaftHrmy lord of Murri9% 

Kum 2^ coming to Edinburgh, some new dticord has hapticm d. 
origwst. The queen hatli declared to my lord of Murray that \l< 
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king him evil witt, and has said ^o her he is determined 
to him^ finding fault that shedoth bear him so much company : 
and iii j[|ke manner hath willed my lord of Murray to spiere it at the 
king, Smich he did a few nights since in the queen’s pipesence; and 
in the Hearing of divers. The king confessed, that reports were 
made to him, that my lord of Murray was not his friend, which made 
him speak that thing he repented ; and the queen affirmed, that, the 
king had spoken such words unto her, and confessed before 
whole house, that she could not be content that either he* or any 
other should be unfriend to my lord of Murray. My lord of Mur- 
ray enquired the same stoutly, and used his speech very modestly, 
in the mean time the king departed very grieved ; hp cannot bear 
that the queen should use familiarity either with man or woman, and 
especially the ladies of Arguilc,' Murray, and Marre, who keep 
most company with her. My lord of Murray and Bothwell have 
been at evil words for the L. of Ledington, before the queen, for he 
and Sir James Balfoure had new come from Ledington, with his 
answer upon such heads or articles as Bothwell and he should 
a^e upon, which being reported to the said carl in th# queen’s 
presence, made answer, that ere he parted with such lands as was 
desired, he should part with his life. . My lord of Murray said 
stoutly to him, that twenty as honest men us he should lose their 
lives ere he rcafte Ledington. The queen spake nothing, but heard 
both ; in these terms they parted, and since, that I hear of, have 
not met. The queen after her hunting came to Edinburgh, and car- 
rycth the prince thence to Stirling with her. This last Saturday was 
executed a servant of the lord Ruthven s, who confessed that he 
was in the cabinet, but not of council of the fact. The queen hatli 
also opened to- my lord of Murray, that money was sent from the 
pope, hon^uch it was, and by whom, and for what purpose itwas 
brought,^ 

No. XVIII. (Vol. I. p. 314.) 

Part of a Ijettcr from Elizabeth to Marv, 1569. A copy 

intcr/ined by CcciL It contains an u/wurr to a complaining Letter of 
Marys vpon the imprisoning of the Bishop of Boss. 

After this [i. e. Mary’s landing in Scotland] how patiently 
did 1 bear with many vain delays in not ratifying the treaty accorded 
by your own commistioners, whereby 1 received no small unkind- 
jftess, besides the manifidd causes of suspicion that 1 might not 
hereafter trust to any writings. Then followed a bard manner of 
dealing with me, to inticc my subject mud near kiniflbmii) the lord 
Ilonily, uader ocdoiir of private sniU §ar iawd, to come into the 
realm, to proceed in treaty of marriage with him witl&i my know- 
ledgct to conclude the same without my assent or liking. And 
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how jmnj uBkiad part» oooompatiy'd that fact, by recetviag of iny 
sabjecu that were base runnagates and offenders at home, and en* 
liansing them to plaeea of credit against my will, witli mnny such 
like, f will Imtvc, for that the rcme^rance of the same cannot bui 
be noysotne to you. And yet alt these did I as it were anppress and 
orercome with my natural ihclination of love towards jou ; and did 
ailnfeward gladly, as you know, christen your son, the child of my 
fldlj^l^hwman, that had before so unloyally offended me, both in mar- 
riage of you, and in other iindutiful usages towards me his sovereign. 
How friendly also dealt I by messages to reconcile him, being your 
Jiiisband, to you, when others nourished discord betwixt you, who 
as it seemed j^d more power to work ibcir purposes, being evil to 
you both, than I had to do you goofl, in resiHTt of the evil 1 had 
received. Well I will ovcrpa*iR your hard ucciclouts that followed 
for lack of following ray council. And then in your most extremity, 
when you was a prisoner indeed and in danger of your life from 
your notorious evil willcrs, how far from my mind was the reinem* 
biance of any former unkindness you had shewed me. Nay, how 
void was I of respect to the designs which the world had seen ai- 
temptfxl by you to iny crown, and the security that might have en- 
sued to iny state by your death, when I finding yoiir calamity to Im: 
great, that you were at the pit’s brink to have miserably lost your 
life, did not only iiitreat foryoiir life, but so threatned some as were 
irritated against you, that 1 only may say it, even 1 was the princi- 
pal cause to save your life. 

x\o. XL\. (Vol. I. p. 321).) 

! A fter of Q. Einnlnth to (J. of Seots. Thv^ merkfd on th* tmek t itk 
Ccril's han/L — Copiu Literarum Hegiut Majrstati* ad Seoto- 

rum V 11 1 * JprUis, 

Psper Madame, vousayant IropmoletU; par M, de Cr<»cq, jc 
Office. n'eussc eu si peu de consideration do vous faichenlc cetu 
kttre, St les liens dt^charit^ vers let niinez, et Ic* prieres dcs wise- 
rabies nc m’y contrafgnassent. Je eotens quo un edit a etc divttlgu6 
de par vous, madamc, que ung chascun, que vcult justifier que uos 
esti les meurtriers de votFc feu roari, cl raon feu cousin, vktineola 
le faire le xiime de ce mois. La quelle chose, comrae e'est plus 
honorable et nccessaire, qui cn icl cas se pourra faire, nc y estant 
cache quelque misterc ou finesse, ainsi Ic pcrc et amis du mort geo- 
telhomine m’onthumblement requis, que je vous priasse depdoii- 
gue U joun pour ce qu'ib cognoissent que les iniques se iont com- 
bines par iorcaile fibre ce qne par droict tls ne pourront pas faire : 
partant, je poiv fnaisiioott poor Tamour de vous meme, a qui ii 
toQche If pfim, el ppurla consehitioiides innoceos, de vous exboru i 
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« «HtfM8eroitBi6, rou, 

*9ttpcoii, de plus que J>pei% i»e,i>engez, 

J ISJ* fe" IW <fc.Dieu, ma- 

;4pn^|ipez 3e telle uncertt4 & pnfd^e en ce gts mi rbs (OiKhe 
06 qui tout le monde aye saisoo, de rous li^r comme in 

nocente d'ung. crime si enirtae, chose que si ne fistes, setiez digne- 
raept esbloyS hors de raacz de princesses, & non sans cause faite 
opprobredu vulgaire, et plutot que cela vons ayienne, fe yon, son. 
haiterois une sepulture honorable, qn’une vie maculel ; vous voiez 
nwdarne, qui je robs traite comme ma lille, et vous prOmets. que si 
j eneusse. ne luy souhaiterois mieulx, que je vous desire, comme le 
sei^eur Dieu me porte tesmoignage, a qui je prie de bop cmur de 

nlus de^o*^*^ *1 '^***'* “ honneur, et a vos amis 

Jlmmi «r“n cordialles recommendation, 

“ “*'’*■*“'“* pl“« bien, qui »o„, jjhurra 

cn ce mondc aven.r. De West, ce 8 jour de Janvier * en haste. 

No. XX. (Vol. I. p. 340.) 

* Account of the sentence of divorce between the Earl of liothweU and 

n uife. From a manuscript bclongittg to Mr. 

David Faicoticr, advocate. Fol. 455, ^ 

UPOOH the 29 of Apryla 1667, before the richt hon. Mr. Rotert 
Maitland, dean of Abcrdene.Mr. Edward Henryson. doctor in the 
aws, two (rf the senators of the college of justice, Mr. Clement Lit- 
tic, and Mr. Alexander Synie, advocattis, eommissers of Edin'- 
compeered Mr. Henry Kinrosse. procurator for Jean Gourdounc 
comtess of Bothwell constitute be her for pursewing of ane proce, 
rf divorcement lutendit by her contra James erie Bothwel her hus- 
band %yidultry, committed be him with Bessie Crawfurde, the 

P?* u® **""* ’ for the said erle, com- 

peared Mr. Edmond Hay, who efter he had pursued . ahd craved 
the pursuers procurator’s oath de calumnia, if he had just cans to 

„*“'.** ®“‘* obtained it, deny^i the libell, and the 

8^ Mr. Harric took the morne, the last day of Apryle, to prove 
the same pro prima. The quhilk day. having produced some wit- 

‘‘“y’ ‘’""S *be 1 of May, to do fenher di- 
hg«ice. Upon the quhilk I of May, be produced some moe wit- 
n^es, and renounced farther probatioune. After quhilk, he de- 
a term to be assigned to pronounce sentence.. To whom the 
^ commissars assi^cd Satterda^ next, Uie SofMay, to pro- 
duce «ntence therein. secundum alegau et probate, quUk ac- 

wrdingly i^u given that day in favour or% pumwar. ^ 

‘ A lUMlakc ip ibr dale eenvcied with CaiJi’i haod Vlll<^|^sgi,. 



APPENDIX. a4V 

At thtt same tm ihef« was another ptocei intendit bfi l|u* crl 
of Bothweil eootr his la4y» for to have theiv^arria^' dedat^ nul, 
as being contracted against the canons, without tfdispenaatiotf, and 
he and his lady being witfun degrees dcfbndand, via. ferdls^a kfQ» 
and that wjik for cxpeding of this proces,' there wis aiUgniis- 
sioune granti; to the archbishop of St. Androis to cognosce and de- 
terniine it, and Ro^ bishop of Dunkcld, William bishbpL of Dun- 
blime, J'fr. Andro Craufurd clianon in Glasgow and parson of Egel- 
shame, Mr. Alexander Creichtoun, and Mr. George Cooke, chan* 
cellor of Diinkcld, and to Mr. Jobne Mamlerstoune, chanoii in Dim- 
bar and prebendnr of Beltoune, or any nne of them. This comnifs* 
sione is datit 27t)i Aprile was presented to two of the saidi 
commissioners, viz. Mr. Aiub. Crawfnrd and Mr. .lulm Mandert* 
touric on SaltercJay '3 .May, by Mr. Tlioina*i Ib pburne |Misun of 
Auldhaiiistorks, prcKMirator for the eric* of Horhwcll, nhu aeeeph'd 
tlio di le;^^^tiuune, and gave out their eitatioii Ijv precept, diurtcrl 
Decauc) Christiunilatis de lladiugli)ntu\ nrc non vieario sen euratu 
eerie, paroebite de Crcielitoune, »cu cuieumj ; alleri cap|H llano de- 
biti lequisitis. fur summoning, at the said crle's instuiiee, both of 
the lady i>ersonaIly if she could Iw had, or olherways ul the |Mroselie 
kerk of Crcichtauno the time of serviec, or at her dwelling [dure 
before wiliits.-4e>, primo, sc cuiido, tertio et p<Temptorit% uoico taineii 
contextu protujilioe edicto. And like ways to be witne.'^ses iu tin* 
said matter, Alex. b'8lio|» of (lalloway, who did marry the Kaidcilc 
and liis lady in Huh rud-lums kirk, in TVb. sir John Ban- 

iiatyne of Auchnole, jnstiec clerk, Mr. Robert (ht it litoun of Blliok, 
the (juceii*s advocate, Mr. Dnvid ('haltncrs, provost of Crciclitouri 
and eliancrdlor of Ross, Michael - abbot of Mulrosa, and to corn- 
pear before the said judges or uny one of thorn in Su God’s kirk in 
Ed' on Monday the 5 of May, be thaniselves, or ihtur procurators. 
Upon the said 5 day. Mr. John Manderstoun, of the judo's 
delcgat only being present, compeared the same pnK urators for 
both the parties that were in the former prnces, .^Ir. Kdinutul llay 
Two words ( articulatlie ) and some of the witnesses 

ruiitoST' produced, and received for pro.iiig the samr. 

illegibJe. The said procurator renounced farder probatirmne, and the 
judge assigned the moriic, the bth of May. ud publicanduni pro- 
ducta, neropc depositiones ipsorutn testium. The ^ihitk day, post 
publicatas. depositiones pnedictas, Mr. Hen. Kinrosse, procurator 
for the lady iiistantcr objecic objectioncs juris gotierulttcr, contra 
pfoducta. Insuper rcnunciavit ulterior] defensiuni ; proiudo concliisa 
de coDSttMu procuratorum hinc iude causa, judex {ireedictus statuii 
crastinum di^ pro kenuind, ad pronunciandum suam seiitentiain 
definitivanii JeducUs coram oo, in praesenti causa et processu* 
Conform herwhtd. oil WedntM^day the 7ili of M'ly, the said judg^ 
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l^ave bis^MM^ce m feWmr of the ^e, declaring the marriage 
tM bCi^ iild hull from the beginning, ni respect of their 

ce nte^ ucfr which hindered their lawfal marnasre without 

diapehtal^ obtained of befoir^tv 

No. XXL (Vql, 1. p. 343.) 

A LHter ft^ England conctming the Murder of King Henty Ddmley, 

£.Qf Mor- Ha VIVO the commodity of this beaier Mr. Clark, I 
tho’t good to write a few words unto you. 1 have rec** 
Bundle' B. Some writs frotii you, and some I have seen lately sent to 
Iifo.25. others from you, as namely to the earl of Bedford of 
the 16th of May. I have participat the contents thereof to such 
as I thought meet', this mekle 1 can assure you ; the intelligence 
given hithere by the French was untrue, for there was not one Pa- 
pist nor Protestant which did not consent that justice should be 
done, be the queen my 80 v°* aid and support, against such as had 
committed that abominable ill murder iu your country ; but to say 
truth, the lack and coldness did not rise from such as were called 
to council, but from snob as should give life and execution tliere- 
unto. And further, I assure you, I never knew no matter of estate 
proponed which had so many Favourers of all sorts of nations as 
this had : yea, I can say unto you, no man promoted the matter 
widi greater affection, tbaii the Spanish ambassador. And sure I 
am that no man dare openly be of any other mind, but to affirm that 
whosoev^ is guilty of this murder, handfasted with advoiitro, is un- 
worthy to live. 1 shall not need to tell you, which be pur letts, and 
stayes from all good things here. You are acquainted with them 
aa well as I. Neds 1 must confess, that hbwsocver we omit occa- 
sions of benefit, honour, and surety; it behoveth your whole nobi- 
lity, and namely such as before and after the murder were deemed 
to allow of Bodwell, to prosecute with sword and justice the punish- 
ment of those abominable acts, though we lend you hut a cold aid, 
and albeit you, and divers others, both honourable and honest, be 
wtftti known to me, and sundry others here, to be justifiable in all 
their actions and doings ; yet think not the contrary but your whole 
nation is blemished and infamit by these rloSigB which lately 
passed among you. What we shall do 1 know not, neither do 1 
write unto you assuredly^ for we he subject unto many mutations, 
and yet I think we shall either aid you, or continue hi the defence 
and safeguard of your prince, so as it appear to us that you mean 
his safeguard indeed, and not to run the fortune of France, which 
will be your own destruction ifryou be unadvised. 1 know n#t one, 
no not pno^ ^any quality or estafis in this country, which does 
allow oftbe queen your sovermgn, bitt would gladly^ world were 
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lid of lier» so as ^ same were done without fartiiGr slander, that is 
to say by ordinary justice. This 1 send the 23d of May. 

No. XXIL (VoK I. p. 350.) 

part of a Letter from Sir Nkoh$ Throkmnriim to CtcH, IlM ofJuiit 
[561, from Bvruiclt. 

An original. — SiRj^our letter of the 6th of July, I received the 10th 
at Berwick. I am sorry to see that the queen's majesty’s 
disposition altereth not towards the lords, for when all is 
done, it is they which must stand her more in stead, than the queen 
her cousin, and will be better instruments to work some benefito 
and quietness to her majesty and her realm, than the queen of 
.Scotland which is void of good fame. 

A Letter from Sir Nico/ax Tfirokmortnn to Ctri/y from Fai,tiO\th\ 
Uth of Juljf 1667. 

Paper Of- SffR. as yow might perceive by my li Ucr of the lltli 
July, I lodged at Fastcastlc that night aretunpanycd with 
the lord Hume, the lord of Ledington, and James M« Ivin, where; 

1 was entreated very well according to the state of the place, which 
is fitter to lodge prisoners than folks at liberty, as it is very little, • 
so it is very strong. By the conferenpe 1 have had with the lord 
of LcdJugton, I find the lords his associates and he hath left nothing 
unthonght of, which may be eitlier to ihir danger or work them 
suerty, wherein they do not forget what good and hanne France may 
do tlicm, and likewise they consider the same of Kngland ; but :ui 
farr as I can perceive, to be plain with yow, th» ) find more pt-rril to 
grow unto them through the queen’s majesty's dealing than either 
they do by the French, or by any contrary faction ainongest them- 
selves, for they assure themselves the queen will leave them in the 
bryers if tlicy run her fortoun, and though they do acknowledge 
great benefit as well to them, as to the realm of England by her 
majesty’s doings at Leith, whereof they say mutually her majesty 
and both tlie realms have received great fruit : yet upon other ac- 
cidents which httve chanced since, they have observed such things 
in her majesty’s doings as have ended to the danger of suck as 
she hath dealt withal, to the overthrow of your own designments, 
and little to the suerty of any party : and upon these considerations 
and discourses at length, roethinketh I find a disposition in them, 
that either they mind to make their bargain with France, or else do 
deal iieitber France nor yow, but to do what they shall think 
meet Tor their and suerty, and to use their r^edys as occa- 
tion shall mq^fATOiern ; weaning neither to irritate France dbr Eng- 



352 SCOtLAN&i 

land, . time ^ Ihey^Ve made Ihelr bargain assuredly 

with fpr they iWnk jt con¥^i:ent to proceed with yow 

b(^(''for a '|^^^paTi^s8u, for ^a^(; was my Icrfd of Ledington’s 
tema* t m^eto^ave they take te mattet yety naJdodl^tW no 
;b«tt^"ms\rer is^madetdf^m whiclf'the lorda di&eitd to 

majesty;. and likewise* that thej^hear nothing frorfyd^ to their 
satisfactibD,ihave answered as I c^, and alle(^|pSd their 
own.proce^Ogs so ohsiciurely with !&|^^ueen, ana thdfe tticeTtS^ 
hath occat^ned this that is yet happened, and th^mre he^ ma- 
jesty ha^ sent me to, the end t may inform her thtoilghl^ of the 
state of the matters, and upon the declaration of their minds and 
intents to such purposes as shall be by' me proposed on her majesty’s 
behalf unto them, they shall be reasonably and resolutely ans^red. 
At these things the lord of Ledington smiled and shook his head, 
,;hnd said it were better for us yow would let us alone, ffian neither 
to do ns nor yourselves good, as I fear me in the end that will 
prove if Aete be aqy truth in Ledington, Le Crt^ is. gone to 
procure' Ramboilet hi^oi^g hither, or a man of like quality, and 
^^to deKver them of their queen for ever, who shall lead her life in 
^ loanee in an abbey reclused, the prince at the French devotion, the 
realm governed by acouned of their election of the Scottish nation, 
jdie forts , committed to the custody of such as shall be chosen 
> amongst themselves*. As yet I find no great likelihood^ that I shitll 
have access to the queen : it is objected they may not so'displease 
the French king, unless they were sure to find the queen of Fpgland 
a good Q^d ; and when they once by my access tq the queen have 
offended' ‘the French, then^Aey say yow will make your profit 
thereof to their undoing; and as to the queen’s liberty, which was 
the first bead that I proposed, they 6aid thjsl thereby they "did per- 
ceive that the queen wants their undoing, fbr as for the rest of the 
matters it was but folly to talk of’ them, the liberty going before ; 
but sa^d they, if you will do us no good, do us no barm, and we 
will provide for Ourselves. In the end they said, we shall refuse 
our own commodity, before they concluded with any other, which 
I stould hear of at my coming to Edin^; by . my next 1 hope to send 
yow the band concluded by Hamiltqns, Argyll,. Hunily, and that 
faction, not so much to the prejudice oT the lords bfEdiQ^ as that 
' which wa*8 sent into France^ ThushaVing no more leisure*, but com- 
pelled to leap on horseback ^ith the lords to go to Edm^ I humbly 
take my leave of from Fastcastle the 12th Ji^ly 1567« 
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To Sir Nicok^g Throlm^i^ ^ng im Sco/lifnd. By the Que^, the 

^ .Tevsty an4;;Well-bi^V6d we greet you well; though 
we think that the causes will bfjten change upc^ variety 
^ of accidents, yot we thinl^for supdry respects^ amiss, 
th^^aw|^w ||tia|l^deal with the"^ lords having charge ^.the young 
prince for the i^mmitting of him into our reidm, so smill yow also 
do well, in tre£^ with the queen, to offer her that where her realm 
appeareth to be subject to sundry troubles from time to time, and 
thereby (as it^s manifest) her son cannot be free, if she shall be 
contented that her son may enjoy suerty and quietness, within this 
our realm, being so near as she knows it is ; we shall not faill to 
yield her as good suerty therein for her child, as can be devised fot 
any tliat might be our child born of our own body, and shall be 
glad to shew to her therein the trew effect of nature; and herein 
she may be by yow remembred how much good may ensue to her 
son to be nourished and acquainted with bur country : and there- 
fore, all things' considered, this occation for her child, were rather 
to be sought by her and the friends of him, than offered by us ; 
and to this end, we mean that yow shall so deal with her, both to 
stay her indeed from inclining to the French practise, which is to 
us notorious, to convey her and the prince into France, and also to 
avoid any just offence that she might hereafter conceive, if she 

should hear that we should deal with the lords for the prince. 

** * 

Sir Nicolas Throkmorton to Queen Elizabeth, July 1567, from 

Edinburgh, 

An Origt- It please your majesty to be advertized, I did sig- 
nal. Pa- nifie linto Mr. Secretary, by my letters of the 11th And 
perO%e. j 2th of July, the day of mine entry into Scotland, the 
causes of my stay, my lodging at JFastcastle, a place of the lord 
Hume’s where I was met by the said lord and by the lord Liding- 
ton, and what had passed in conference betwixt us, whilest I was at 
the said Fastoastle. Since which time, accompanyed with the lords 
aforesaid, and ^th 400 horses by theia appointment for my better 
conduct, 1 came to Edin'the 12th of this present. The 13th being 
Sunday appointed for a solemne communion in this town, and also 
a solemne fast being published, 1 could not have conference with 
the lords which be assembled within this town, as 1 desired, that is 
to say, the earls of Atbole and Morton, the lord Hume, the lord of 
Lidiijgton, Sir James Balfour, captain of the castiLe, Mr. James 
M'Gill, and the presidint pf’^e session. 

Nevertbellll 1 made means by the Iqrd of Lidington that tj^ey 
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likewise 

to I was answered by 

tle^ jpp piitmed fo sacrcul. exercises, 

such w^ Uiena^^ consult uj^n any moyen 

t^chiiig; my accidsi^ntn' tMm and mj conference witb them, and 
pidc^also^ lhafin come to roe, or 1 

^^idillifbar f^om About 4 ;^/thc clocic in the afternoon, 

the said 13 tb d^j/the iord of Liding^ton came to iby lodgings, and 
declared unto me, on the behalf of the lords and othefi, that they 
re 4 |iiired paa to have patience, though they had dederred my con- 
ference widi them, which was grounded principally upon the ab- 
sence of the^ carles of Mar and Glencairn, the lords Semple, Crigh- 
tQD, and others of the council, saying also that they did consider 
the matters which 1 was on your behalf to treate with them of, 
wereof great importance, as they could not satisfy nor conveniently 
treate with me, nor give me answer without the. advice of the 
lords, and others their associates ; the lord of Lidington also said 
unto mcj that where be perceived, by his private conference with 
me in my journy hitherw&rds, that I pressed greatly to have speedy 
access to the queen their sovereign, he perceived by the lords and 
others which were here, that in that matter there was great diffi- 
culty for many respects, but specially because they had refused to 
the French ambassador the like access, which being granted unto 
me, might greatly offend the French, a matter which they desired 
and intended to eschew ; for they did not find by your majesty’s 
dealings ^kh them hitherto, that it behoved them to irritate the 
French lung, and to lose his favour and good intelligence mth 
him. I answered, that as to ffieir refusal made unto the French 
ambassador, Monsieur de Ville Roye was dispatched, forth of 
France before these accidents here happened, and his special errand 
was to impeach the queen’s marriage with the earle of Botbel (for 
so indeed since my coming hither 1 learned his commission tended 
to that end, and to make offer to the queen of another marriage) ; 
and as to Monsieur de Crocq, he could have no order forth of 
FrancercoDoenuDg these matters, since they happened ; and there- 
fore they might very well hold them suspected to have conference 
wiffi the queen, least they might treate of matters in this time with- 
out instmotions/and so rather do harm then good; but your ma^ 
jesty being advertized of ^1 things whlcji bad chanced, had sent 
me bither to treat them, fpr the' well of the realmf for the con- 
vehation of their honors mi credit, and lor their snerty; and I 
might boldly saj unto him; that ypur majesty had better deserved 
than French bed* He said, for own part, he was much 
jfetmd unto majesty^ and bad always fbund great favour and 
^l^rtesy in sl^land ; bu^ be. plaid with you* Sir, a^ed he, there 
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0 t W iPjhe.r^wusli king*.-for %•; 

etulM of ]pM4^ md^ehcw^fjbe' tb« which toA 

benefitjbjr fha^ueenc majesty 94914 nt Z^tlv^kt rm pf.the aeUe* 
iiien were not in the action; and said Jijt^ tba 

majesty your sovereign, by the opinion of her odrn gjithicir, and all 
the world, took as great benefit by that charge as the Msdm of 
Scplland, cff any particular person ; and not to talk wth as an 
ambassador, Imt with Sir {Nicholas Throkmorton, my lord Morton, 
and such as were in pain for the death of Davie, fcmnd but bold 
favour at the queens majestys hands, when they were banished forth 
of their own country ; but I would all our whole company were as 
well willing to accomplish the queen your sovereigns intents and de- 
sires as 1 am ; for mine own part, I am but one, and that of the 
meanest sort, and they be many noblemen, and such as have great ^ 
interest in the matter ; mary, yow shall be assured I will imploy 
myself to imploy my credit, and all that 1 may do, to satishe the 
queen your mistress, as much as lycth in me, and for your own 
part you have a great many friends in this assembly ; with many 
other good words. But for conclusion I must take this for an an- 
swer, to stay untill the other lords were come, and thereupon I 
thought meet to advertize your majesty what hath passed, and how 
far forth I have proceeded : your expectation being great to hear 
from hence. 

And now to advertize your majesty of the state of all things, as 
1 have learned since my doming hither, it may please ygwr majesty 
to understand as followeth. 

The queen of Scotland remaineth in good health in the castle of 
Lochlevin, guarded by the lord Linsay and Lochleven, the owner of 
the house; for the lord Ruthven is imployed in another commission, 
because he began to show great favour to the queen, and to give 
her intelligence. She is waited on with 6 or 6 ladys, 4 or 5 gentle- 
women, and 2 chamberers, whereof one is a French woman. The 
earle of Buchan, the earle Murray’s brother, hath also liberty to 
come to her at his pleasure ; the lords aforesaid, which have her in 
guard, doe keep her very straitly, and, as far as I can perceive, their 
rigour proceedeth by their order from these men, because that the 
queen will not by any means be induced to lend her authority to 
prosecute the murder, nor will not consent by any perswasion to 
abandon the lord Bothell for her husband, but avoweth constantly 
that sbe will live and die with him ; and* saith, that if it were put to 
her choice to relinquish her crown and kingdom, or the lord Bothell, 
she would leave her kingdom and dignity, to go ae a simple damsell 
with him, nevei^ consent that t^fhall fare worse 

or have mqre barm than hersdf- 
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And, as far as-I can perceive, the principal! ca||S<^ of her detention 
is, for thatthese.'^o^s do see the queen being of so fervent affection 
towards ^arle Bothell a^ she ia, and being put at, a^hey should 
be compelled to be in contihuall arms, and to have occasion of many 
battles, he being with manifest evidence notoriously detected to be • 
the prin^all murderer, and the lords meaning prosecution of jus- 
tice against him according to his merits. 

The lords mean also a divorce betwixt the queen and^ him, as a 
marriage not to be suffered for many respects, which' separation 
cannot take place if the queen be at liberty, and have power in her 
hands. . ^ . 

The;j^ dp:not also forget their oxCn perill, conjoin’d with the dan- 
ger of the prince, but as far as I can perceave, they intend not 
either tQ,^toucfa the queen in suerty or in honor, for they do speak 
of her with respect and reverence, and do affirm, as 1 do learn, that 
the conditions aforesaid accomplished, they will both put her to 
liberty, and restore her to her estate. 

These lords have for the guard of their town 450 harqubushers 
which be in very good order, for the entertainment of which com- 
panys, untill all matters be compounded, they did sue unto your 
majesty to aid them with such sum of money as hath been men- 
tioned to Mr. Secretary by the lord Jof Lidingtons writting, amount- 
ing as I perceive to ten or twelve thousand crouns of the 

They were lately advertized that the French king doth mind to 
send hither Monsieur de la Chapell des Ursine, a knight of the 
French or^r, and always well affectionate to the house of Guyse; 
and howsdever La Forest, Villaroy, and Du Crocq have used lan- 
guage in the queens favour and to these lords disadvantage there, 
to your megesty ; La Crocq doth carry with him juch matter as 
shall be little to the queen’s advantage ; so as it is thought the 
French king, upon his coming to his presence, will rather satjsGe 
the lords than pleasure the queen ; for they have their party so well 
made, as the French will rather make their profit by them, than any 
dther |fay. 

Herevrith I send your majesty the last bond agreed on, and signed 
by the Hamiltons, the earl of Argyll, Huntly, and sundry others, at 
Dumbarton. 

Nevertheless, since my coming to this town^ the Hamiltons have 
sent unto /me a gentleman of their surname, named Hamil- 

ton, T^th a letter from the bishop of St. Andrew’s, f|S||^e abbot 
of Arbroth, the copy wherepf I send your megesty, and-i^iiie answer 
unto them, referring to the beip*er the declaration oCsofne things as 
■these did by him unto me.' 

/Die earle of Argyll hath, in like manner, sent another unto me 
a letter am credit; I baVe Wd him as I did the pthers; the 

r • . ,''ir ' ' I ^ ' • ’ - 
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coppy of both wkich letters I send your maj^ty also. The lord 
Harrys hath also sent unto me bnt not written/ and I have returned 
unto him in^lik^ sort. 

• Against the. 30th day of this month there is a ^nerall assembly 
of all the bhurehes, shires, and boroughs towns of this'realm, namely 
of sudtl as be contented to repair to these lords of this tps^i .where 
it is thought dia^hole state of this matter will be hand^, and 
I fear ihe niich to the queen’s disadvantage and danger : unless 
the lord of Lidington and some others which be best affected unto 
her do'provide some remedy ; for I perceave the great number, and 
in manner all, but chiefly the common people, which have assisted 
in these doings, do greatly dishonour the queen, and mind seriously 
either her deprivation, or her destruction ; 1 used the best means 
I can (considering the furie of the world here) to prorogue, this as- 
sembly, for that appeareth to me to be the best remedy ; I may not 
speak of dissolution of it, for that may not be abiden, and 1 should 
thereby bring my self into great hatred and peril. The chiefest of* 
the lords which be here present at this tiflie dare not show so much 
lenity tb the queen as I think they could be contented, for fear of 
the rage of the people. The women be most furious and impudent 
against the qiieen, and yet the men be mad enough ; so as a stranger 
overbusie may soon be made a sacrifice amongst them. 

There wis a great bruit that the Hamiltons with their adherents 
would put their force into the fields against the 24th of this month, 
but I do not find that intent so true as the common bruit gocth. 

The earle of Argyll is in the Highlands, where there Is trouble 
among his own countrymen. 

The earle of Lennox is by these Idrds much desired here, and t 
do believe your^^dhjesty may so use him, and direct him, as he shall 
be able to promote your purpose with these men. 

The earle of Argyll, the Hamiltons and he be incompatible. 

I do find amongst the Hamiltons, Argyll, and the company, two 
strange and sundry humours. 

Hamiltons do make shew of the liberty of the queen, and prose- 
cute that with great earnestness, because they would have these 
lords destroy her, rather than she should be recovered from them 
by violence ; another time they seem to desire her liberty and B'oth- 
welfs destruction, bet^ause they would compass a marriage betwixt 
the queen |pd the lord of Arbroth. 

The earn of Argyll doth affect her liberty, and Bothwell's de- 
structiqn, biause he would marry the queen to his brother. 

And yet neither of them, notwithstanding their open concurance 
(as appeareth by tbeir bond), doth discover their minds to each 
other, nor 'mind one end. Knox lu i^t hei^, but west parts: 
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br and tSs Vei|.o£,tiK^ miniatets will here i^ihe gre&t asMthbly, 

whoB aaBterh^agcd&st the ^ue^ii I fb|| ^ m^h as aitj^ibaa'a. ^ 
\Bj Bomi^ conference wh£^ I hkd Vith^Boioe tbiaiCbancill, me 

tl4^th that the}^^ intelligence that there is a disposition in the 
queen^of l^dand to leave ^is re&lin, and to retire herielf either 
into^England or into France) but most willingly into England, for 
Inch — ^ ahd’mislijungs ns the knoweth hath beep, and is meant 
nnj^ herfi^ FranceV leaving the regiment either to a number of per- 
sons delengued and authori 2 ed by her, or to some one or more. 

And it may please your mqjesty, 1 think it not amiss to put yow 
^ remembf^ce, that in case the said queen come into England by 
yOur allowance, without ^e French king's consent, she shall loose 
her dowery in France, and have little or nothing from hence to en- 
tertain her ; and in case she do go into France with the king’s Con- 
tentment, she may be an instrument (if she can recover favour, as 
tjine will help to cancell her disgrace) either by matching with some 
husband of good quality, or by some other devise, to work new 
unquietness to her own country, and so consequently to your ma- 
jesty's. 

Therefore it may please your majesty to consider of this matter, 
and to let me know your pleasure with convenient speed, how I 
shall answer the same, if it be propounded unto me, cither by the 
queen or by the couhdll, as a piece of the end and composition. 
For 1 am sure, of late, she hath seemed very desirous to have the 
matter brought to pass that she might go into England, retaining 
her estate and jurisdiction in herself, though shie do not exercise it; 
and likewise 1 understand that some of rtiis council which J)e least 
affected to her safety do think there is no other way to save her. 
Thus Almighty God preserve your majesty in htahh, honour, and 
all felicity. At Edin^th6 I4tk July 1567^. 

^8ir Nicholas Throkmorton to Queen Elizabeth, the of July 1567, 

.from Edinburgh, 

An on- IT “uy, please your majesty, yow might perccave by 
gioaL Pa- my letters of the i6th, how flur I had proceeded with 
per Office, 'lords* and what was their answer ; sinc^ whifch 

time 1 have spoken j^lcularly with the earle Morton, the lord of 
Lidiogton, and Sir James Balfour captlEun of this caB||j||kirt. whose 
hamjtl 1 osimot perceave that as yet ac^s to the qiip^tD Loch- 
leven will be granted me, staying themselves 'Still by the pbsenee 

the lords and others tl^b associates, which say) diey look 
foit within two days; and fct that I find, by lik^ood mid iqiparent 
p^nmptipi^ ijuit mine access to the queen wdl hardly be granted, 
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I luxe thought ^ to defer tiiig ditpateh untiU I have a reso- 
lute answer in ^bat isatter. 

May it therefore please your raajesty^^ifo tinderstand, Robert Mel- 
yin returned from Ibe queen in Lochleven, to town, the 6th of 
^ letter from her writteq of her own hand to these 
lordsfwhich doth contain, as I understand, matter as fo^leweth.— 
A request unto them to hare consideration of her health, and if 
they will not piut her to liberty, to change the place of restraint to 
th0 casUe of Stirling, to the end she might have the comfort and 
company of her son, and if they will not change her from Lochle- 
ven, she required to have some other gentlewomen about her, nam- 
ing none. 

To have her apothecary, to have some modest minister. To 

have an imbroiderer to draw fortli such work as she would be oc- 
cupied about, and to have .a varlet of the chamber. Touching 

the government of the realm she maketh two offers, which are but 
generally touched in her letter, the particularitys be not specified, 
but refered to Robert Melvin’s credit, one is to commit it only 
and wholly to the earle of Murray, the other is to the lords whose 
names ensue, assisted with such others as diey shall call unto them, 
that is to say, the duke of Chattelrault, the earls of Morton, Mur- 
ray, Marr, and Glencairn. 

She hath written unto them that 1 might have access unto her. 

‘She requireth further, that if they will not treat her and regard 

her as their queen, yet to use her as the king their sovereign’s 
daughter (whom many of them knew) and as their prince’s mother. 
—She will by no means yield to abandon Bothell for her husband, 
nor relinquish him ; which matter will do her most harm of alJ, and 
hardeneth the^ lords to great severity against her. 

She yieldeth in words to the prosecution of the murder. 

I have the means to let her know that your majesty hath sent me 
hither for her relief. 

I have also persuaded her to conform herself to renounce Bothell 
for her husband, and to be contented to suffer a divorce lo pass 
betwixt them ; she hath sent me word that she will in no way^ con- 
sent unto that, but rather die ; grounding herself upon this reason, 
taking herself to be seven weeks gone with child, by renouncing 
Bothell, she should acknowledge herself to be with cl^ld of a bastard, 
£Lnd toJIjy^OTfeited her honour, which shawillnot do to die for it ; 

1 hav^)^||H^ed her to save her own life iLnd her child, to ^oose 
the least condition* 

Mr. Knox su^ived here in this town the 6th of this moirth, with 
whom 1 have had some conference, tad with Mr. Craig also, the 
other mmister of this town. 

1 have peiiwaded with them p|^h and p^itrwad lenity. I 
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TO^em botl^feryap do 

the Scrjjpi^^, (as 

df som up^ 

this ‘ilpll^a sMG^^n the^ll^f^ns^ smd ^ 

biHiop cfOMo^^, iiiil^e to the e^le of Hootti^ hath sent 
hither td^se lo]:iir/ tha^ his oephetir ^e eirle and some others of 
thli^ side^^^j^, at Lmlithgbw, or at Stirling; have some communica- 
tion wjth some appointed on this sidei assuring them that there is a 
gpod disppsitk>n in the lords of 'the other party to cdncurre with 
thesej^Buring further that they will not dissent for triffles or unne- 
cessa^' things^ and (as I am given to understand) they can be 
pleas'hd .the queen’s restraint be continu’d untill the murder be pur- 
sued in all persons, whereby the separation of the queen and Bothell 
is implyed, the preserva^dn of the prince, the security for all men, 
add a good order taken for the governance of the realm in tranquillity. 

Captain Clerk, which hath so long served in l>enmark, and served 
at Newhaven, did the 16th of this month (accdmpsQQyed with one 
of his soldiers, or rather the soldier as the greater fame gqeth) kill 
one Wilson a seaman, and such a one as had great estimation with 
these lordsiyhoth for his skill, his hardyness, honesty, and willihg- 
nejiB in this action ; idiereupon Clerk hath retired himself ; their 
quarrel was about the ship which took Blacketer, which ship was ap- 
pointed by these lords to go to the north of Scotland to impeach 
the passage of the earle Bothell, in case he went either to the isles, 
or to any other place ; by the death of this man this enterprize was 
dashed. 

The bishop of Galloway is come to Linlithgow, and doth desire 
to speak with the lord of Lidibgton. 

The abbot of Killwinning hath sent for Sir Janies Balfour, cap- 
tain of the castle, to have conference with him. 

As I wrote unto your majesty in my last, the Hamiltons now find 
no^fl^r disever these lords and them asunder, but would con- 
ings (yea in any extremity against the queen) so as 
that ^they might be assured .the prince of Scotland were crouned 


king, and should die without issue, that the earle of Lenox’s son 
living should not iii*berit the croun of this realm, as next heir io 
his nephew. Aji 

And although the lords and counceldrs speak revereKy^ milfHy* 
and charitably of their queen, so as I cannbt gather by their speech 
wy intehtioa to cruelty or violence, yet I. do find hy Intelligence, 
imt the quShi is in very great peril of her life, by reason that the 
people assembled pt this cobventioh ' oaind vehemently' the de- 
struction dl^herv 
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an tha:people, and amongstr^W 
^lat ^ir queen' hath no mor^ 
liberty nor privilege cdmidit murder nor adultery, than any other 
private p^re^Q, neither by God's laws, nor hy^ the laws of dm 
realms V 

The eafl qCBothell, and all his adherents and aradcietes,^ be put 
to the bom; by the ordinary justice of this town, naobed the lords 
of the session; and commandment given to all sbirrifis, and all other 
officers, to apprehend him, and all other his followers and receip- 
tors.— The earl of Bothell's porter, and one of his other servitors 
of his chamber, being apprehended, have confessed such sundry 
circuxnstances, as it appeareth evidently, that he, the said earl, waa 
one of the principal executors of the murder, in his one person, ac- 
companyed with .sundry others, of which number I cannot yet cer- 
tainly learn the names but of three of them, that is to say, two. of 
the Ormistons of Tivotdall, and one Hayborn of Bolton ; the lords 
would be glad that none of the murderers should have any favour 
or receipt in England, and hereof their desire is, that the officers 
upon the border may be warned ; Bothell doth still remain in the 
north parts, but the lord Seaton and Fleming, which have been 
there, have utterly abandoned him, and do repair hitherwards.— 
The. intelligence doth grow daily betwixt these lords, and those 
whi^ held of; and notwithstanding these lords havfe sent a hun- 
dred and fifty harqubushers to Stirling, to keep the town and pas- 
sage from surprise ; and so have, they done in like manner to St. 
Johnston, which be the two passages, from the north and westlo 
this town, I do understand the captain of Dunbar is much busied 
in fortifying that place; I do mervile the carriages be not impeached 
otherwise man they be. 

Of late this queen hath written a letter to the captain of the said 
castle, which hath been surprised ; and thereby matter is discovered 
which maketh little to the queen's advantage. 

Thus having none other matter worthy your majesty's knowledge, 
I beseech God to prosper your majesty with long life, perfect, 
health, and prosperous felicity. At Edinburgh the 18th of July, 
1567. 

Lttitr of Sir Nicholas Trokmorton to the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Leicester^ Knight of the Order, and one of the Lordsof her Uajestfs 
fn(^ Privy Council 

Bt my former, dispatches sent to her majesty, and 
July, I5av. Mr. ..B^cretary, since the 12th of July, ypur lordship 
have perceived the state of this country, and to 
the onginal. what. end these matterii’Tbe like to come. So as not to 
trouble your Iprdship with many words; this quefen is like very 
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to be depnted bf.lHir ^toyal^tate^ j^'Bbn ^ ^t^lpraed 
Idngf^ltod she . det|uoedr> iil^ tins the 

, same ^ be siovejcned m the khig^s^ninne^ by '& cibuncel, con- 
^d'oltiie nubility, Md other mse^i^ realm; , 

that ^ ]^^r and abili^& ^^ny thing 
I coH^bdi^n^A^^^u^'s dEiajesty^^iKyhe reM#^ England, 
will chie^^ and Istolly) rest in hands oi^ese lords, 

atji^ otb^^thehr SlroOiates, assembied^at Edinburgh. Now if the 
quden's li(^«^ty will still persist in her former opinion towards the 
quebn of. Scotland (unto whom she shall be able to do no good), then 
I.4b^lmjD^y see that these lords and all their accomplices will be- 
cocue^hs ^opd French, as the French king can wish, to all hiteuts 
and ^rpoaes. And as for the Hamiltons, the earls of Arguile, 
Huntlye, and that faction, they be already so far inchanted that way, 
as there needeth littLe devisa to draw them to the French devotion. 
7hen this is the state of things so come tc^ass of this country, that 
^^ance has Scotland now as much conjoined them, to all pur- 
poses, as^ver it was; and what an insfrume^'^ the young prince 
will prove, tC unquiet England, 1 report mb td your lordship’s 
wisdom ; and therefore considering the weight of the matter, and 
all the circumstances, I trust your lordship will well bethink you 
in time (foi^'tis high time) how to advise her majesty, to leai^vp no* 
thing undone that may bripg the prince of Scotland to' be in her 
possession,* or, at tbb least, to be at ber devotion. And amongst 
other things tliat 1 can imagine, *for the first degree nothing is niore 
ineet to bring this to effect, than to allure this company, here as- 
iembled, to bear her majesty their favour. Some talk hath passed 
between tlie lord of Lidington and me, in certain conferences about 
this matter. . By him 1 find, that when her majesty shall have won 
these men fo her devotion, the principal point that will make them 
(^^nnttbie to deliver their prince into England, wiU rest upon the 
jQuoeh, and the realm’s enabling him to the succession of the crown 
'%:iEnglaiid, for fault of issue of the qucenHt majesty’s body ; some 
biii^.i^,a1so be required, as the charge of the said prince 
ids tnda to be at the charge of England. 1 do well perceive 
that' these ^men will never be brought to deliver their prince into 
England ^lhout^.|^, former Condition, for the succession of Eng- 
^4andr fb'r fsaith Lp^gton)that taking place, the prince shall be as 
deal* to the peopit^qf England as to the people^ of ^othtlKl ; and 
the one will be as careful of his preservatiod as the ^ Other- 
wise, he saifh, all things considered, it'will.be jt^cei^d 1h^ 


1 . have put their prince to he k^twifefi^y, as those 
^ Sait the sheep to be kept wolves. So as for con- 

clusion, your lordship may percei^ aare be the scope of this 
matter. As tmt0fj^4elivbtuig>f bhg^upon hoi^es, be sayeth, 
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let ^n£tidii of tlu^ eu^^ssipn not bebg;lc* 

compmie^^ l^ltke g^txy nevier cbnsent to’ leave 

themaelveeUblilltu^ of ^ir Sovereign upon any hostages, neither 
upon any promises; nor likeHhpod of good to issue in tim$^ come. 
It wc^ not gboi for yoursel^s (saith he) tfat the so 

handled;>lbr^ l^n you sl^ld adventure your gooda^ in'one ship, 
which might have a dangerous effect, considemg the Unwtjtlingness 
of the ' queen your sovereign to consent to esnsbllshing nny suc- 
cessor to the crown. And then, how unmete were that hef ma- 
jesty having in her possession already all such persons as dd pre- 
tend to it, or be inheritable to the crown, to have our prince alsb hi 
her custody. For so there might follow, without good ca^itula^ 
tions, a strange and dangerous issue, tho’ the queen your mistress 
do think that such imaginations could not proceed but from\)usy 
heads, as you have uttered unto us on her behalf. What is come 
to pass since my last, dispatch, and how far forth things are pro-^ 
xeeded, I refer your lordship to be informed by my letters sent unto 
her majesty, at time. And so 1 pray Almighty God, preserve 
your lordship in much honour and felicity. At Edenburgh this 
24th of July, 1567. , 

It may please your good lordship to make my*lord Stuard part- 
ner of this letter. 

■V 

The Queen to Sir Nicolas Throkmorton, 

By the Queen, 

6tli Aug.' Trusty and right well-beloved, we greet you well, for 
as, much as we do consider that you have now a long time 
remained in those parts without expedition in the charge committed 
unto you, we think it not meet, seeing there hath not followed the 
good acceptation and fruit of our well meaning towards that state, 
which good reason would have^required, that you should continue 
there any longer ; our pleasure, therefore, is, that you shall, imme- 
diately upon the receipt hereof, send your servant Middlembirewnto 
the lords and estates of that realm, that are assembled together,' 
willing him to declare ilnto them, that it cannot but seem very, 
strange unto us, that you having been sent from us, of such good 
intent, to deal with them, in matters tending so much to their own 
quiet, andu^e benefit of the whole estate of their country, they 
have|,sp w%rgotten themselves, and so slightly regarded us and 
our meanmjg, fiot only in delaying to hear you, and deferring 
your acceatto thie qdeen their sovereign, but also, whicl^s strangest 
of all^ in not vouchsafing to make any answer unto iis. And al- 
tho’ dealitts be such, indeed, as were not to, be looked for at 
theitldp^^^et^db^eiind their usage and^pllb*c^i$ng towards their 
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sovereign and queen, to overpass, all therasi m so Strang^ a de- 
gre'^ 1^- we for our part, and we suppbse the whole woi^d besides, 
cannot bjst think them to have therein gone so far beyond the duty 
of subje^1ai> as must needs remain to their perpetual ta'uche for ever. 
And thmfore ye shall say, th|tt we have tho’t good, wfthout con- 
Buo^g an^ longer time in vain^^ revoke you to our presence, re- 
quiring them to you liscence and ^asi)ort so to do, which 
when you shall haf^e obtained^^we will that you make your repair 
hither, unto us, with as convenient speed as you may. Given, &c. 

Indorsed 6tb August, 1567. 

Throkmorton to the Right Honourable Sir William Cecil, Knight, one 
of her Majeetfs Privy Council and Principal Secretary, give these. 

Sir, 

12th Aug. What I have learned, since the arrival of my lord of 
Murray, and Mons. de Linnerol,^you shall understand by 
5^ the* my letter to her majesty, at this timc^;^ The French do, in 
origiutl. thdr negotiations, as they do in their 4rink, put water to 
their wine. As I am able to see into their doinj^, they take it not 
greatly to the heart how the queen sleep, whether she live or die, 
whether she be at liberty or in prizon. The mark they shoot at, is, 
to renew their old league 3 and can be as well contented to take it 
of this little king (hbw«pever his title be), and the same by the 
order of th^se lords, as Otherwise. Lyneroll came but yesterday, 
and methinketh he will not tarry long ; you may guess how 
French will seek to displease these lords, when they changed the 
coming of la Chapelle des Oursins for this man, because they 
doubted tl^t de la Chapelle should not be grateful to them, being 
a Papist. Sir, to speak more plamly to you than I will do other- 
wise, methinketh the earl of Murray will run the course that those 
men^do,' and be partaker of their fortune. I hear no man speak 
mofeibitterly against the tragedy, and the players therem, than he, 
so httle 1ikl& he hath to horrible sins. I hear an inkling that Led- 
ing^is ^ go into France, which I do as much mislike, as any 
♦img, for Our' purpose. I can assure you the whole Protostants of 
Ffsmce will Jive and die in these mens quarrels; and, where there 
is brpit amongst that aid should be sent tOithe'hdverse party, 
and that Martig^J should come hither with some; force; Mons. 
BaUjdelot hath as^ed me of his honour, that ihet^d. of Lartigues 
coming against them, he will oome with as good a fbri^^ta succour 
them: and if that be sent under meWner iibii^ud^ BU^ert StuaH 
cmne jyiih as many to for®y tliem* Bq j;;ti[e coipistable hath 
amredi^es^rds, that the hing meUxmdi ^ yray to offen^hem. 
Sir, I-^ray^^ find my ♦revoq|tion: convenient, and spbed you to 
itf for 1 am h|Sre how to no puf|^se, unless it be to kindle 
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these ifairds more ag^ewt^us. Thus I dp humbly take my leave gf 
you, fr^ Sd^urgh of August 1^67. 

Yours to use aud command. 

The Queen to Nicholas Throhnorii^, 

Teustpt and well-t^loyed, we greet you .well. tVe hhVe, within 
these two days, received three sundry letters of .yours, of the 20th, 
22d, and 23d, of this month, having not before those receked smy 
seven days before ; and do find, by these your letters, that you 
have very diligently and largely advertized us of all the hasl^ and 
peremptory proceedings there; which as we nothing like, so we 
trust in time to see them wax colder, and to receive some reforma- 
tion. For we cannot perceive, that they with whom you have dealt 
can answer the doubts moved by the Hamiltons, who howsoever 
they may be carried for their private respects, yet those things 
which they inove, will b^ allowed by all reasonable persons. For 
if they may not, being noblemen of the realm, be suffered to hear 
the queen tlieir sovereign declare her mind concerning the reports 
which are made of her, by such as keep her in captivity, how should 
they believe ^he reports, or obey them which do report it? And 
therefore our meaning is, you shall let the Hamiltons plainly under- 
stand that we do well allow of their proceedings (as far forth as the 
same doth concern the queen their sovereign for her relief), and in 
such things as shall appear reasonable for us therein to do, for the 
queen our sister, we will be ready to perform the same. And where 
it is so required, that upon your coming thence, the lord Scroope 
should deal with the lord Herris to impart their meanings to us, and 
ours to them, we are well pleased therewith, and we require you to 
advertize the lord Scroope hereof by your letters, and to will him 
to shew himself favourable to them in their actions, that may appear 
plainly to tend to the relief of the queen, and maintenance of : her 
authority. And as we willed our secretary to write unto you, that, 
upon your message done to the earl of Murray, you might return, 
so our meaning is you shall. And if these our letteiis sbal! ipeet 
you on the way, yet we witf have you advertize both the lord Scroope 
and the Hamiltons of our meanings 
Indorsed 29 Aug. 1567. 

' , No. XXiil. (Vol. I. p. 3^5.) 

Sir Nicholas Throkmortdn to the Archbishop of St. Andrcofs and the 
Abbot of Arbrothe, 

13th After my good commendations to yo^ loi^- 

ships, this shall be to advertize you, that the queen’s ma? 
^rom a "^7 soyereigD, having^ent me hither her ambassador 
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iP ifilifci ^ sovey/iigii, to (jomjimiucate 

■ ^i^t| 'oo»,iy^nng 

ipiit tqthj&W good ^j^ity whb being 

in qaffijvi^j^jri^^p^ships know) 'contra^^to 
, ihe du^bf all good w^e person, 

gj^d;t^. reStituUon to Tjiet*dig^ityii^ gave me in 

^ o&arge to treat Wil^^tHese lords, assembled at Edenbiirgfa, odering 
them all reasonab^<^nditioix%|iDd means as might be, for the safe- 
guard of the youiij^ prince, fne ‘^punishment of the late horrible 
murder, the dissolution of the rharriage. betwixt the queen and the 
earl of Bodwell, and lastly for their own sureties. In the negotia- 
tion of which matters 1 have (as yoUr lordships well know) spent a 
long time to no purpose, not being able to prevail in any thing with 
those lords to the queen my sovereign’s satisfaction. Of which 
strange proceedings towards her majesty,' and undutiful behaviour 
towards their sovereign, 1 have advertised the queen’s msgesty, she' 
(not being minded to bear this indignity) hath given me in charge 
^ ^clare her further pleasure unto them, in jlbch sort as they may 
we^perceive her majesty doth disallow of theiy proceedings, and 
. thereupon hath revoked me. And further hath given me in c^rge 
to communicate the same unto your lordships, requiring you to let 
me know, beforq my departure hence (which shall be, God wilKng, 
as soon as I have received answer from you), what you and your 
confederates will assuredly do, to set the queen your sovereign, at 
liberty, and to restore her to her former dignity by force or other- 
wise; seeing the^e lords have refused all other mediation, to the . 
end the queen’s majesty my' sovereign may concur with your lord- 
ships in this honourable enterprise. 

' And in case, through the dispersion of your associates, your lord- 
ships can neither communicate this matter amongst you, nor receive 
resolution of them all by that time, it may please you to send me 
the opinion of so many of you as may confer together, within two 
or three di^s, so as 1 may have your answer here in this town by 
Monday ^or Tuesday next at the farthest, being the 19th of this 
Augu^; for I intend (God wUling) to depart towards Eu|3and, 
upon Wednesday following. Thus I mosfhupahly take iny loftvfi of 
your Idrdi^ps, at^^jenburgb, the 13th of A^* .1^67« 

Indorsed of Aug. 1567. 


&r Nicolas Throkmorton to the - 



Yoto good lordihm’a Itot^C August I 

194V wher^ 

^ me yp«i lori^ip.^# tb# I will 


miay ffice your 

sigiuiy jinto jm pWSUy, W I W alteadv tho- 
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SecreUgr reigif, aua jc<4)icerniog ber relief." 

jf majesty hath given in "^arge, to use all 

kinds 4l^|^rBaasioQ in h^TMiue, to move these lordls assiiiibled at 
Edinburgh .to desist froin this, violent ^''iindutiful^s^hjaviour, 
which they ^se towards;, their sovereign. • And ig this part, Wides 
the shew of many reasons, and sundry pere^ons of punicable 
treaty with them, her m^esty hath willed me to use s6me plain 
and severe speech unto them, tending so far forth, as if they would 
not he better advised, and reform these their outrageous pr^^d* 
ings exercised against their sovereign, thal; then they might bhas- 
sured her majesty neither would nor could endure such an indignity 
to he done to the queen, her good cousin and neighbour. 

And notwithstanding these my proceedings with them, they have 
made proof to be little moved thereby; for as yet neither will they 
tODsei^ to the enlargement, neither suffer me to speak with her. 
So as it seemeth to me, it is superfluous to treat any more with them, 
after this mannen Whereupon I have advertised the- queen’s ma- 
jestjr my sovereign, expecting daily her majesty’s further order ; and 
as L shall be advertised thereof, so will not fail to signify the same 
to your good lorjjship;, and in the mean time will advertise her ma- 
jesty also, what your lordship hath written unto me. Thus with 
my due commendations to-your good lordship, I commjt the same 
to Almighty God, resting always to do you the pleasure and service 
that I can lawfully. At Edenburgh. 

Indorsed 24th of August, 1567. 


No. XXIV. (VoL L p. 364 .) 

Account of Lord Herreis*s behaviour in the Parliament hM 
December 15, 1567. 

Pmr Herrys made a notable harangue in the name 

Office. of the duke and himself, their friends and accents (the 
duke liimself, the earl of Cassilles, and the abbot of Kilwinning 
being also present), to persuade the union of the whole realm in one 
mind. Wherein he did not spare to set forl^ solemnly the gieat 
praise that part of this nobility did deserve, ^4^ in the beg^ning 
took meanes for punishment of the earl BothweU^ as also seeing the 
queen’s inoi^nate affection to diat wicked mao, and that she could 
not he induced by their persuasion to l^ve him, that in sequestriog 
her person withiu Locblevea, they did the duty of noblemen. That 
their honourable doings, which h^ not spoored to fives 

andUnds^ to avenge their native country from t^^mc^us re- 
porta that ware spoken of H aiuimg Mier nat^ni, had well ^imrved 
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that dl |heir brethren should join ivjfh them^^ sO'^g^ cause. 

That he 'atid they, in whose n^e8 hedid,sj;)i^akj^,liri^ 

and witli^ut any CQ^ipuIsiop, ' enter ihi^el^s in the 

and put t^lr lives and lands maititenatiae of 

our cause. And if ^ 

nite^^th 20,000 will be bf'^th^ mH^'ahd i^ht in 

our Quarrel. I&^i^eadie rWainder noblemen bif their paity, 
Huntly, Arguil^^'imll others, ^wUch had nof as yet ackno^ivledged 
the king, would cQ^e to the sai^tonfonnity, whereunto he would 
also earnestly move^them. And if mey will remain obstinate, and 
refuse to qualify themselves, then will the duke, he and their friends, 
join with us to correct them, that othenviSe will not reform them- 
selves. So' plausible an oration, and more advantageous for our 
party, none of ourselves could have made. He did not forget to 
term my lord regent by the name of regent (there was no mention 
at all of the earl of Murray), and to call him grace at every word, 
when his speeches were directed to him, accompanying all his words 
Vith. jow courtesies after his manner. 


Cott. Lib. 

A S»py, 
and pr<H 

baWr' 

tranaidtioB 


No, XXV. (Vol. 1. p. 382.) 

^uetn Mary to Q,uttn ^Elizabeth. 

Madam, . . 

ALTHotioB ihe n^ssij^ of my cause (which maketh 
me to be impor^ne to jou) do make you to judge ^t I 
am out of the^ay; yet such as have not mypassion^nor 
the respecto wherepf you are persuaded, will' think that 


tran^a^oB. I do as lOy do^/requirc. Madam, I have not ac- 
cused you, neither in words^ her in thought, to have used yourself 
evil towards me. And I believe that you have, no want of good 
understanding, to keep you from perswasiou against your natural 
good inclination. : But in the mean time I can’t chuse (having my 
senses) but .perceive very evil furtherance in my matters, since my 
a^rnng^ither. I thought that 1 had sufficiently discoursed unto 
which this delay bringeth unto me ; and 
espO^^^^Jmat they think in this nett month of Aufi^st^ to hold a 
against me and all my BeTvanto,^ And in v^e mean 
time, I stayed^re, and yet will you, thu I shwt^ pot myself 
further , into your seeing yQu)^i^d n^pve me fur- 

rl^riirom itdnei do me this dishonour’ at.^^^^ of my 

rebels, send to hear l^nilr nie, as you 

wold, do to mere "subject, and not hea^:^ month. Now, 
f you to end having there 

^ mo^^ 1^ ef l^e l^'ds, and Siey coming 

tether, 09 but at subjects to 1 would have 
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besought you to hear my justification of that which they have falsly 
set forth against me, and if 1 could not purge myself thereof, you 
might then discdiarge your hands of my causes, and let me go for 
such as 1 am. But to do as you say, if I were culpable, 1 would be 
better advised; but bein|''not so, 1 can't accept this dishonour at 
their hands, that being in possession they will come and accuse roe 
before your commissioners, whereof 1 can't like : and seeing you 
think it to be against your honour and consignage to do otherwise, 
I beseech you that you will not be mine enemy, until you may see 
how I can discharge myself every way, and to suffer me to go into 
France, where I have a dowry to maintain me ; or at least to gd into 
Scotland, with assurance that if there come any strangers thither, 
1 will bind myself for their return without any prejudice to you, 
or if it pleis you not to do thus, 1 protest that 1 will not impute it 
to falshood, if I deceive strangers in my country without making 
you any other discharge for it. Do with my body as you will, the 
honour or blame shall be yours. For I had rather die here, and 
that my faithful servants may be succoured (tho* you would not so) 
by strangers, than to suffer them to be utterly undone, upon hope 
to receive in time to come, particular commodity. There be many 
things to move me to fear that I ^hall have to do in this country, with 
others than with you. But forasmuch as nothing hath followed upon 
my last moan, I hold my peace, happen what mayhap. I have as lee f to 
I “y fortune, as to seek it, and hot find it. Further, it pleased 
you to give license to my subjects to go. and come. This has-been 
refused by my lord Scroop and Mr. Knolls Xas they say) by youv 
commandment, because 1 would not depart hence to your chargCy 
untill I had answer of this Irtter, tho*' I shewed them, that you re- 
quired my answer upon the two points, contained in your letter. 

The one is to let you briefly understand, 1 am come to you to 
make my moan to you, the which belug heard, I would declare unto 
you mine innocency, and then require your aid, and for lack thereof, 
I can’t but make iny moan and complaint to God, that I am not 
heard in my just quarrel, and to appeal to other princes to haife 
respect thereunto as my case requireth ; and to you, madam, first 
of all when you shall have examined your conscience before him, and 
have hiin for wltne^* And the other, wl^lj is to come farther 

into yourcott&tj^, not to come to youy. preiifif^e, I will esteem 
that as no srill take it for the contraj^, obeying it Os a 

thing force^^ l^l^ j^hemean tiniie, I besOech you, to return to me 
my lord be without hhn, hiving, noiie of my 

counsel heirO, and'sdso'llil^uffer me^if it please you>^ithoul farther 
delay, tO'depatl hence wBthersoeVer it be uut of ihSu^ountry^ 

.am sure you wiH ^t-. deny me ibis simple request fpr ^ut huitour s 
sake, seeing it not pleasf you to use your natural goodness to- 
voL.^n. ^ B 
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xrardt me o^rwiiep and seeing that of mine own accord, 1 am 
come hitlmr^ let me depart again with yonrs,. And if God permit 
my causes to succeed well, 1 shall he bound to you foi it; and hap- 
pening eMjherwise, yet I can't bl^meyou. ' ^Asfor my lord Fleeming, 
aeeing.that upon mj credit you have suffered him to home to 
hij^ibuse, I warrant you he shtdl pass no further, but^hall return 
perhaps when it sb^l please you; In that you trust me 1 will not 
(to die for ti^.deceiye you* Dumbartom I answer 

not, when my L, Fuming shall bafin the Tower. For they which 
are withm it, will tiibt forbear to recSve succour, if 1 don't assure 
them of yours; no^ tho* you would charge me withal, for I have left 
them in charge, to have more respect to my servants and to my 
estate, Xhan to my life. Gobd sister, be of another mind, win the 
heart, and all shall be yours, and at your commandment. 1 thought 
to satisfy you wholly^ if I might have seen yom Alas ! do not as the 
serpent, that stoppeth his hearing, for I am no enchanter, but your 
sister, and natur^ cousin. If Osesar had not disdained to hear or 
read the complaint of an advertiser, he had not so died ; why should 
prwces ear^ ^ stopped, seeing that they are painted so long ? mean- 
ing that they shoidd hear all and he well advised, before they an- 
^t#er. I am not of the nature of the basilisk, and less of the cha** 
to turn you to my likeness, and tho’ 1 should be so danger- 
ous and curs'd as men say, you are sufficiently armed with con- 
stancy and ‘^th jusSce, which I require of God, who give you gre^ 
to use. it well with long and happy life* From Carlisle, tW 5th of 
Juiy,i56&, ^ ■ 

No. xxyi. (Vol L p. 383). 

Part of a Utter from Sir Francis Kn/tjU^s to Cedi, Sth Aug, 1568, 
from BoUoh, 


AaorigiDaL ~ But surely this queen doth seem, outwardly, not only 
]^cr Of- to favour the fonn, but also the chief article of the reli- 
^gion of the gospel, namely, justification by faith only ; and 
the faults , of pa revealed hy preacbihg or other**' 

eari^ imd with gentle apd w^ replys, and 
d^jp^^Ptseem to like the woi^* of reli^q^thtow me.; 


^ ^ 2l'g^f.T568, 

lat^ gt^ of 

hem^Uts^ flung jdhe; herself unto 

^ she tpoketccai^!^ to speak of 
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religion, and then opeidy she prbfm^ to be of the Papist 

religion, and took upon her to patronize the same, mois^ earnestly 
than she .had done a great .while afote, altho' her defences and argu- 
ments were so weak, that the eiect^f her ^eech was only to Ihew 
her zeal and afterwa^s to me alone, when I misliked to see her 
.becofOe so d^fidently backward in religion, Why, said sh^ would 
you.have’tue to lose France and Spain, and all mylnends in' other 
|daceS, by seeming to change my religion, and yet I am not assured 
the^neen my good sister will bi^ my assured friend, to the satisfac- 
tion of my honour and expectation. 

No. XXVIL (Vol. I. p. 384.) 

Utter from my LordHerries to my Lord Scroop and Sir F. Knotty 
Sept.^dy 1568. 

Cottliib., Mt lords, pleasit your honourable* lordships, lam in^ 
An 'o^ . ^ formed by James Borthwick, lately come from queen's 
in'h^a^n majesty yottt soverane, that his schawin to her highness 
hsnd. 1 shuld have ridden in Crafurdmure, sen my last cuming 
info this realm, upon the earl of Murray^s dependants. And that 1 
suld have causit, or been of counsall to Scottismen to have ridden 
in Ingland, to slay or spulzie her majest/s sabjects. 

My lords, 1 thought it right needful because your lordships is, 
by yo^ sdverane, commanded to attend upon the queen^s majesty 
my mii^iuss, so having daily access in thhr matters, to declm upon 
the truth ; humbly desiring that your loi^hips will, for Go<Pil cttuse, 
oerdficate the queen your soverahe the same. . 

As God lives, 1 have neither consented, nor any wise had know- 
ledge Of any Scottisman’s riding in England, to do the subjects 
thereof hurt in bodies or goods, sene the siege of Leith; and as 1 
understand it shall be fund true, that gif ony sic open hurt be done, 
it fs by the queen my sovereignV disobedients, and that I j^ve not 
. riddeu uor hurt no Scbttishman, nor commanded no Jbun t^be 
to them, sen my coming from the queen's majesty of is 

well keUd^ foe ^attievev aue will complain of me. 

I have 4one move^gb^ ^ Criwfiirdmure nox ever 
Murray has and will be loathef to do l|h^ apy ha^ Ihaii^e 

will. yonr sov|$^, qOmmand sip 

falbe quhereof this is leas^ 

ing, her giweeSjlllve and lyne thehsifts men here, 
qubom uf ni^tt\that bejetb bift and 

contenti^^uVWi^ th^*imouU,eay mimhman in 

It i i '■ 
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this realm, with the duke of Cbattelberault, Truth it is, I am tio 
maDOer jof way.the oounsall pf their cuming, nor has no sic cer- 
tainty thereof* as I hear by Borthwi^h'^ repott, from the queen's 
m^>sty|^ur BOT^eign. And gif 1 mijght as well sayJt, as it is 
true indeed, her grace’s setf is all the wyitt, and the counsall tlmt 
wil^ never let her tahe order wi^ my maistress cause* For that 
our sovereign, havaqd her majesty’s promise, be writing, of lufip, 
friendship, and assistance, gif need had so requirit, enterit that 
.tealm, upon the 16 day of May, Sen that time the queen’s majesty 
has commanded me diverse times to declare she would accept her 
cause, and do for her, and to put her in peaceable possession of this 
realme ; and ,when I required of her majesty, in my maistress name, 
that her highness would either do for her (as her special trust was 
she wold), according to her former promises, or otherwise give her 
counsel, wold not consent (as I show her grace I fand diverse re- 
pugnant), then that she would permit her to pass in France, or to 
some other prince to seek support, or failing hereof (quhilk was 
agains all reason), that she would permit her to return in her awin 
countrie, in sic sempil manner as she came out of it, and said to her 
majesty ane of thir, for her honour, would not be refusit, seeand 
that she was corned in her realm upon her writings and promises of 
friendship. And sicklike, I said to her highness, gif my maistress 
had the like promise of her nobility and estates, as she had of her- 
self, I should have reprovit tiiem highly, gif they had not conde- 
scendit to one of thir three ; and so 1 say, and so 1 write^ that in the 
warld it shall be maist reprehendable, gif this promise taketh not 
other good effect, nor yet it does. Notwithstanding, I get gud an- 
swer of thir promises of friendship made to my sovereign, and' to 
put her grace in this her awin countrie peaceably, we have fund the 
contrary working by Mr. Middlemore directit from her highness to 
stay the army that cuist down our houses. And alsua, in the pro- 
ceeding of this late pretendit parliament, promised twenty days be- 
fore the time to myself to have caused it been dischargit. And yet 
contrary^ to this promise, have they made their pretendit manner of 
fpifaulture of 31 men of guid reputation, bishops, abbottis, and ba- 
ronis, obedigiit subjects to our sovereign, only for her cause. 

'They haye also disponit, sen. our sovereigpa's cause was taken 
lipcm baud be the queen’s majesty of that realm, an hundred tliou- 
sand pound Septs worth of ' her' awin true subjects geir, under the 
color of the law, groupdit upon their false,, treasonable, stowin, au- 
thority. 

The murders, the pppressionii, the burnings, theTfavbhing of 
wooatf, the destmetioQ of polioy^,,lmtb ecclesiastical, pUjl temporal, 
in ihtb iu my former'^ writings J said itwai^amentable 

fo ^y nnm to heu bf, ^cept God g^f grace, the profes- 
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sion of the ev^gile of Jesus Christ prof^sit be your prince, coun- 
sall apd realme, be mail myndit^ nor the'auld inamity that has stand 
betwixt the Realms, nfany of my nou^trymen will doubt in this arti- 
cle, and their proceedingo'puttis myself in Sanct Thomas belief. 

Now, my lords, gif the queen’s majesty of that realm, uponqi&ais 
promise and honour my maistress came there, es 1 have said, will 
leave all the French writings, and French phmes of writings, 
quhilks amongis them is over meikle on baith the sides unfit, and 
plainly, according to the auld true custom of Ingland and Scot- 
land, quherein be a word promist truth was observ’d, promise, in 
the name of the eternal God, and upon the high honour of that 
nobill and princely blude of the kings of Ingland, quhereof she 
is descendit, and presently wears the diadem, that she wil^ put my 
maistress in her awin country, and cause her as queen thereof in her 
authority and strength to be obeyit, and to do the same will appoint 
an certain day within two months at the farthest, as we understand 
this to be our well, sua will we, or the maist part of us all, follow 
upon it, leaving the Frenchmen, and their evil French phrases to- 
gidder. And therefore, and for tlie true perpetual friendship of that 
realm, will condition, and for our part, with the grace of Almighty 
God, keep»sic heads and conditions of agreement, as noble and wise 
men can condescend upon, for the weill of this hail island. As 1 
have been partlings declaring to the queen your sovereign, quhilk 
I shew to your lordships selfis both in religion, in the punishment 
of the earl Bothwile, for the queen’s last husband’s slaughter, and 
for a mutual band of amity perpetually to remain amangis us. 

Doubtless, my lords, without that, we may find sic time and 
friendly working, as may give us occasion baith to forgette Mid- 
dlemore and his late pretendit Parliament, we will turn the leaf, 
leaving our sovereign agains our will to rest where she is, under the 
promise of friendship, as I have baith said, and will ever affirm, 
made by your sovereign, quhilk was only cause of her grace’s coming 
in that realm, and seek the help and moyen of French, or Spanish,, 
till expulse this treasonable and false pretendit authority, quhilk 
means to reign above us. 

My lords, I desire your lordships consider, that it is ha, that 
maist desires the amity betyixt Ingland and Scotland to continue, 
and of a poor man best cause has, that writ this. 

My brother, the laird of Skirling, schaws me, that in your lord- 
ships coinmuDmg with him, it appearit to him, your mind was we 
shold suffer the earl of Murray to work, altho’ it were agains reason 
to us, and complain thereof to the queen’s majesty, and her high- 
ness wald it reformit. My lords, her majesty will be over mei- 
kle troublit to reform the wranges we have sustwit already. For 
I am sure, gif reason and justice may have our maistress, and 
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we her idbjeotc, ree^ved expreu wrai^» ^ ai^yve two Imh«^ 
dred Aoiiftaad pounds Sterling,' iqr the time of this uphappy go- 
Tenme^ 'Seeing the reformation ofte |;{eat causes, comes, now 
a days^ sb slowiie, end d^^godly law of obUvion in sic matters 
sb mdkle practis’d; I th^V dowther for the queen’s honour, Vnor 
mir Weill, your lordships would sua mean, nor that it is good to us to 
follow it; And that ye will giye your sovereign sic advertisement . 
thereof, as youir good wisdoms sh^ dnd< in this cause meet* It 
will he true and fdndful working for us, indeed, end nowflier 
French phrases, nor boasting, and finding little others effect, that 
win cause us to hold away die Frenchmen. This is phikly writ- 
ten, and 1 desire your lordships plain answer, far m^tmih and 
plainness langest continues gud friendship, quhilk in this matter I 
pray God may lang continue, and have your lordships in his keep^ 
ing. Off Dumfreis, the 3d day of September, 1568. 

Your lordships at my power 
to command leifully 

HERRIS. 

Queen Mary to Q. EUzobetL. 

fasa Maaame ma bonne soeur. J’ay resceu de^os lettresi 
mesme dete; Tune, qu toub faites mention de 
iiri^iial. .ij’qacusede Mons^de Murrapour tenir son pretendo par- 
lemeiit, qui me semble blen froid, pour obtenir plus de toUerance 
que je in’esteis persuadee q’aToir par Toatre promesse, quant a 
n’osser dobner commission de venir |ans un parlement pour leur 
peu de iioifibre de u^lesse alors, je vous respons, qu’Us n’ont que 
trbis ou jquatre d’ctvantage, qui eusseut aussi bien dit leur opinion 
bors dd parlement, qui n’a est6 tenu taut pour cette effect, mais 
pour Isste .ue qu’expressement nous avions requis estre empescb^s, 
qui estlaforfc^re de mes subjects' pour m’avoir estes fidelles, ce 
je ib’eMurois!, jusques a heir, avoir eu en promesse de vous, 
pat lAlVttre.ecrite a mi lord Rcrup e maistre Enoleis vous induire 
n euh, voire, ales ensayre resentir; tutefois je vois que 
je Tky mal pHs, j*en suis plus marrte, pour ce que sur votre lettre 
ii^^ontierefit^etieur parole, je I’ay si divulguement assuray 
quq,pqqr vengeance' que j’en desitasse|8i non mettre difference en- * 
tr^eurfqux deportemens, et les miens sinoeres. Dansvostre let- 
tbsl^asM 4a(ie du 10"^ d’AoUst, vous tnetties ces mots. 1 think 
^ur adlf^ree upon my sundry former advices, will bold no 
paa^nment sdi aff; and if they do, it sbaibbe only in form of an 
- to kM^ord whom to send into this realm* and in what sorts 

manner . of a parlimimt, 

. ; penon, I ibaSi not^i to ai^ 

^^:aI]^%i|reof:-and if no«aMeB.|heA tou jna. 
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to be of 00 other moment, than the foiiner proce- 
doresf such their rash manner of proceeding, they shall 

moit ,]^udice themse^ds ; and be assured to find me ready to 
condemn them, in thoir doings.’* Sur c][uoy, j’ay contreifltode mes 
serviteurtykMii faisssm^ retirer, souffrant selon vostre«commandement 
d’etre fausseinelDt nommes traitres, par Ceulx, qui le sont de vray ; 
et emcore d'e^e provoques par escarmoos dies, et par prinses de 
g^ens et lettres, et au contraire vous etes informee que mes 
subjects out evsJiis les Y0Stre8,ibadame, qui a fait ce rapport n’est 
pas homme de bien, car laird de Sesford et son fils sont et ont 
estes mhs rebelles depuis le commencement ; enquires vous, slls 
n’estotent a Donfris aveques eulx, j’avois ofiri respondre de la fton- 
tiere, ce que me fut refuse, ce qui m’en devroit asses descharger; 
neanmoins, pour vous faire preuve de ma fidelity, et de leur falcito, 
s’il vous me fayte donner le nom des coulpables, et me fortifier, je 
commajideray mes subjects les pour suivre, ou si vous voules que 
ce soit les vostres, les miens leur ayderont; je vous prie m'en 
mander vostre volont^, au reste mes subjects fidelles seront re- . 
sponsables a tout ce que leur sera mis su les contre vous, ni les 
vostres, ni les rebelles, despuis que me conseillates les faire retirer. 
Quant aux Franqois, j’escrivis que Ton m’en fit nulle poursifite, 
car j’esperois tant en vous, que je n’en aurpis besoign, — je ne speu 
si le diet aura en mes lettres, mais je vous jure devant Dieu que je 
ne scay chose du monde le leur venue, que ce que m!en avez mah- 
day, ni n’en ai oui de Prance mot du monde, et ne le puis croire 
pour cest occasion, et si ils si sont, e’est sans mon sceu ni consen- 
tement. Pourquoy je vous supplie ne me condamner sans m’ouire, 
car je^ suis pres de tenir tout ce que j’ay offert a mester Knoleis, 
et vous assure que vostre amit6, qu’il vous plest m’oflrir, sera res- 
cue aivant toutes les choses du monde, quant France servit la pour 
presser leur retour a ceste condition, que prenies roes afTaires en 
mein en soeur, et bonne ami, comme ma Franc6, est en vous; mais 
une chose seule me rende confuse, j’ay tant d’enemis qu’ont votre 
Oreille, la quelle ne pouvant avoir par parolle, toutes mes actions 
vous sont desguisees, et falsempnt raportees, par quoi il m'est im- 
possible de m’assurer de vous, pour les manteries qu’on vobs a 
iait,' pour destmire vostre bonne volont6 de moy ; par qu^ je 
sireroU' bien avoir ce bien vous faire entendre ma sincere et bonne 
eiecSon, laquelle je ne puis si bien descrire, qiie; mes enemis a 
tort Jtol&decpior^. Ma bonne soeur, gagnes moy; env^y^s moy 
queriti Q^eBpnb en jalousie pour faulx raports de ^le q,ue ne desire 
<|ue vellre lieilne grace; je me remettray sur mester Knoleis a qui 
je me j^^l^l^inent descouverte, et apres vous avoir bailee les 
mains, je ^rlS^iai Dieu. vous donner en sant4, longaps-et heureuse 
vie. De Bototo, on je yous promets, je n’efpere p^r qu’avequcs 



370 SCOTLAND. 

vostre bonne g^ace, quoyque les menteurs mentent. Ce 26 
d’AouBt 


Np.XXYItI, (Vol. L p. 385.) 

Ctwen BlitWmh to. the Earl of Murray. 

Paper Of- Right trasty and right well beloved cousin, we greet 
From a Where we hear say, that certain reports are 

copy cor- made in sundry parts of Scotland, that whatsoever should 
fall out now upon the hearing of the queen of Scotts' 
CeciJ. cause, in any proof to convince or to acquit the said 
queen concerning the horrible murder of her late husband our 
cousin, we have determined to restore her to her kingdom and 
government, we do so much mislike hereof, as we cannot indure 
the same to receive any credit : and therefore we have thought 
good to assure you, that the same is untruly devised by the au- 
thors to our dishonour. For as we have been always certified from 
our said sister, both by her letters and messages, that she is by no 
means guilty or participant of that murder, which we wish to be 
true, so surely if she should be found justly to be guilty thereof 
aiHiath been reported of her, whereof we would be very sorry, then, 
indeed, it should behoove us to consider otherwise of her cause 
than to satisfy her desire in restitution of her to the government of 
that kingdom. And so we would have you and all others to think, 
tbat should be disposed to conceive honourably of us and our ac-^ 
tions. 

Indorsed 20 Sept. 1568, 

No. XXIX. (Vol.l.p.390.) 

Sir Francis KnoUys to Cecil, the 9lh of October 1568, from York. 

An Origi- Mv lord’s grace of Norfolk sending for me to Bolton, to 
Office.****^ attend upon him here Thursday last, I made my repair hither 
accordingly, meaning to stay here until M unday next ; as 
touching the matters of the commission, that his grace and the 
rest have from her highness, his grace hath imparted unto me of all 
things thereunto appertaining, and what hath hitherto passed, and 
altho^ the matters be too weighty for my weak capacity, to presume 
to utter any opinion of mine own thereof, yet 1 see that my lord 
Hems fipr Us paite laboureth a reconciliation, to be bad without 
the extreixiity of odious accusations; my lord of Ledington also 
saith to me, that he could wish these matters to be ended in dulce 
manner, so that it might be done with safety ; of the rest you can 
conceive, by the advertisements and wrings, sent up by our com- 
missioners. 
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A Letter from the Bishop of Ross to the Queen of Seats, from York, 
October 1568. 

Cott. Ub. Pleis your majesty I conferred at length with A. ane 
?copy! part of a night, who assurit me that he had reasoned 

with B« this SaturdayC. on the field, who determinate to him 
that it was the D. determinit purpose not to end your cause at this 
time, but to hold the same in suspence, and did that was in her power 
to make the £. pursue extremity, to the effect F. and his adhe- 
rents might utter all they could to your dishonour, to the effect to 
cause you come in disdain with the hail subjects of this realm, that 
ye may be the mair unable to attempt any thing to her disadvan- 
tage. And to this effect is all her intention, and when they have 
produced all they can against you, D. will not appoint the matter 
instantly, but transport you up in the country, and retain you 
there till she think time to shew you favour, which is not likely to 
be hastily, because of your uncles in France, and the fear she has 
of yourself to be her unfriend. And therefore their counsel is, 
that ye write an writing to the D. meaning that ye are informit 
that your subjects which has offendit you.— This in effect that your 
majesty hearing the estate of your affairs as they proceed in York, 
was informed that her majesty was informed of you, that you could 
not gudely remit your subjects in such sort as they might credit 
you hereafter, which was a great cause of tlie stay of this contro- 
versy to be ended. And therefore persuading her D. effectually 
not to trust any who had made such narration. But like as ye 
had rendered you in her hands, as most tender to you of any living, 
so prayit her to take na opinion of you, but that ye wald use her 
counsell in all your affairs, and wald prefer her friendship to all 
others, as well uncles as others, and assure her to keep that thing 
ye wald promise to your subjects by her advice. And if D. dis- 
credit you, ye wald be glad to satisfy her in that point be re- 
moving within her realm in secret and quiet manner, where her 
G. pleased, until the time her G. were fully satisfied, and all oc- 
'Inssiou of discredit removed from her. So that in the mean time 
your realm were holden in quietness, and your true subjects re- 
stored and maintained in their own estate, and sic other things 
tending to this effect. And aflRrms that they believe that this may 
be occasion to cause her credit you that ye offer so far ; and it 
may come that within two or three months she may become better- 
minded to your grace, for now she is not well-minded, and will not 
shew you^any pleasure for the causes aforesmd. 

N, B. The title of this papeV is in Cecil’s hand ; the following 
key is added in another hand. 

A. The laird of Lethington, 



. SCOTi^ND, 

!k.' tf^i^iitoinlMisBionere. 
i?.;pd!r'.yi^rfiw^:' 

No. IPCX. (VoL I. p. 400.) 

pt^eraHw df S^ ctmcemifig Scotland, Dec, 21, 1568. 

' Jhe best way for Englaad, but not the easiest ; that ^e 
SS** queen of^lScots might remain deprived of her crown, tmd 
the state continue as it is. 

The second way Ibr England profitable, and not so hard.-r«That 
the ^inm qf Scots might be induced, by some perswasions, to agree 
t^it .her Bpti might continue king, because he is crowned, and hef- 
imlf to remain also queen; and that the government of the realm 
might be committed to such persons as the queen of Elngland should 
tiame, so q||for the nomination of them it might be ordered, that a 
c^venient number of persons of Scotland should be first named to 
the queen of Euglanch indifiereutly for the queen of Scots, and f(» 
her soiiy i^t is to say, the one half by the queen of Spots, and the 
other by ^^earle of Lennox, and lady Lennox, parents to the child ; 
and out of those, the queen’s msgesty of England to make choice for 
all the officers of the realm, that are, by the laws of Scotland, dis- 
pqssd>le by the king or queen ^ the land. , ■ 

Thid untill this maybe done by the queen’s majesty, the govem- 
meht remain in the hands of the earj^of Murray as it is, providing 
he shall not dispose of any offices or perpetuals to continue any longer 
h^t^to these offered of the premises. 

That a parliame^nt be summoned in Scotland by several coro- 
lj||ndments, both of the queen of Scots and oCthe young king. 

' ^ hostages be delivered unto England on the young 

king'^ behlElf, to the number of twelve persons of tbe earle of Mur^ 
as the queen of Spots sh^l name and likewise on the 
'^H^pi^sbe^f, to the like number as the earle of Murmy shall name; 
i be any that have by inheritance or office emue to 

be in ^^ :^Bament, to remain from the beginning of thp. summons 
!OC ffikt[;|pimament^ months after that^a^ament; which 

that the frie&dsjdt fibber Jiaat shall keep 
the peiMse in "fill cases, till by *&is parliament ft be jtohduded, that 
the eiffihaaCe^ wfkfoh the queen of England shall deriee/or the go- 
(hdng^^nbijto. the, hurt of the crown of .Scot- 
of Scotkiid for n^’g^heritance, 

me.senie^ Wat be^ the ^ ^ ^ Decem^ 
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1567) A 9 SI be estaUiabed to be kept and Aeyed, tinder pain of 
treason’ for tlie breakers hereof. 

— — That by the same parMament alsa |>e establish^ all exeon- 
tious and judgments given against anjr for 4&e death of 

late king. ‘ ' 

Thaiby the swe parliament, a remission be made univer* 

sally from the queen of Scots to any her contrarys, and also froin 
every one subject to another, saving that restitution be in^e of 
lands and houses, and all other things heritable, that have bMn by 
either side taken from them which were the owners ther^ .atthe 
conunittidg of the queen of Scots to Lochleven. 

That by the same parliament it be declared who shall be sUdees^ < 
sors to the crown nezt after the Q. of Scots and her jssue ; or elsje, 
that such right as the D. of Chatelherault had, at the marriage of 
the Q. of Scots with the lord Damley, may be conservedL and pot 
prejudizedi 

That the Q. of Scots may have leave of the queen’s majesty of 
England, twelve months after the said parliament, and that she shall 
not depart out of England, without special licence of the queen’s 
majesty. 

That the young king shall be nourished and brought up in Eng- 
land, till he be years of age, 

It is to be considered, that in this cause the compositn^'between 
the queen and her subjects may be made with certain artEcles, out- 
wardly to be seen to the world for her honour, as though all the parts 
should come of her> aud yet for the surety of contrary s, that certain 
betwUt her and the queen’s majesty are to be concinded* 

No. XXXI. (Vol. I. p. 402.) 

The Queen to Sir. Francis Knolleys^ 2 2d January, 1568-9. 

* Wb greet you well. We mean not, at this point, by any 

Paper Of- writing, to renew that which it hath pleased God to make 
grievous to us and sorryful to yow ; but forbearing the 
same as unmeet at this point, having occasion to bommand yow itl . 
our service, and you also whilest yoO are to serve us# We require ^ 
yow to consider of this that followeth with like consideratipT ant 
diligence, as hitherto yow have accustumate in oUr serfiik| ^he 
time of our last letters written to yow the, 14tb pf this 
moving of the queen of Scots, we had*ttftder8tandin« ouf^ Scot^" 
land of certain writings sent by her from thence >K0 'S^ 
amongst the which one is found to contain great and; manfl^t un- 
truriia topching ^us and others sdeil« as sbaH and may plainly appear 
unto yoiv by the copy of the saihe, which liJtevrise me stod you, i^d 
because at the same tkne ire wexe adVe^'sed, thatirah^ be shortly 
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proclaimed in Scotland, though then it was not, we thought j^ood 
first to remove the queen, before we would discIoK the same; and 
then expect the issue thereof; and now, this day, by letters from 
our cousin of.Hunsdon we a^m .ascertained, that since that tiine the 
same matters contained in the :imtmg, are published in diverse parts 
of Scotland, whereupon we hkve thought it very meet, for the dis- 
charge of our honour, and to confound the falsehood contained in 
that writting, not only to have the ,same reproved by open procla- 
mation upon our frontiers, the cofl^y whereof we do herewith send 
yow, but also in convenient sort to charge that queen therewith, so 
as she may be moved to declare die authors thereof, and persuaders 
of her to vrrite in such slanderous sort such untruths of us ; and in 
the mean season, we have here stayed her commissioners, knowing 
no other whom we may more probably presume to be parties here- 
unto, ^n they, untill the queen shall name some other, and acquit 
them; who being generally charged, without expressing to them 
any particular, do use all manner of speeches to discharge them- 
selves ; wherefore our pleasure is, that ye shall, after ye have well 
, perused the coppy of this writing sent to yow, speedily declare unto 
her, that we have good understanding given us of diverse letters and 
writtings', sent by her into Scotland, signed by her own band, 
amongst which one such writting is sent with her commandment, 
expressly 'as now it is already published, as we are much troubled 
in mind that a princess as she is having a cause in our hands so im- 
plicated with difiicultys and calamitys, should either conceave in her 
own mind, or allow of them that should devise such false, untrue, 
and improbable matters against us, and our honour, and specially 
to have the aventure to have the same being known so untrue to 
be published ; and you shall also say, because we will not think so 
ill of her, as that it should proceed of her self, but rather she hath 
been counselled thereunto, or by abuse made to think some part 
thereof to be true, we require her, even as she may look for qny fa- 
vour at our hands, that she will disburden herself as much as truly 
she may herein, . and name them which have been the authors and 
pers waders thereof, and so she shall make as great amends to us as 
the case may require; after you have thus far proceeded, and had 
some answer of her, whether she shall deny the writing absolutely^ 
or name any that have been the advisers thereof, you shall say unto 
her that we have Vayed her commissioners here, untill we may have 
some answer hereof, beeWuse we cannot but impute to them some 
part of this evil dealing, untill by her answer the authors may be 
known ; and as soon as you can have direct answers from her, we 
pray you to return us the same ; 4br as the case standeth, we can- 
not but be much disquieted with it, having our honour so deeply 
topchied contrary to miy intention in us, and for any thing we know 
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in oar judgment the earl of Murray and others named in the same 
iimtting, void of thought for the matters, to them therein imputed ; 
you may impart to tfie queen of Scots either the contents of the 
slanderous letter, or shew her the copy to read it, and you may 
al^o impart this matter to the lord Scroop, to join with you there as 
you shall think" meet. 

Sir Francis Knolleys to Qtteen Elizabeth, from Wetherhy, the 28/A 
January^ 1568. 

An original. — ^ WILL suppress my own griefTs, ana pass them over 
Paper Of- with silence, for the present learning of your majesty — 
and for this queen’s answer to the coppie of her supposed 
letter sent unto Scotland, I must add this unto my brother’s letter, 
sent unto Mr. Secretary yesternight, late ; in process of time she 
did not deny but that the first lines contained in the same copie, 
was agreeable to a letter that she had sent unto Scotland, which 
touched my lord of Murray’s promise to deliver her son into your 
majesty’s hands, and to avoid that the same should not be done 
without her consent, made her, she saith, to write in t^at behalf ; 
she saith also that she wrote that they should cause a proclamation 
tp be made to stir her people to defend my lord of Murray’s intent 
and purpose, for delivering of her said son, and impunge his rebel- 
lious government, as she termed it, but she utterly denyeth to have 
written any of the other slanderous parts of the said letter touching 
your majesty ; she said also^ that she suspected that a Frenchman, 
now in Scotland, might be the author of some Scotch letters devised 
in her name, but she would not allotl^ me to write this for any part 
of her answer. 

No. XXXII. (Vol. I. p. 409.) 

Sir Nicholas Fhrokmorton to the Eight Honourable the Lord of 
' Liddington, 

aeth of Your letter of the 3d of July, I have received the 15th 
From the^* same. For answer whereunto you shall understand 

original, that friends here to my lord regent and you do wish such 
a concurrence in all doings, as in matter and circumstances there 
arise np dissension, or at the least, no more nor other than the dif- 
ference of countries doth necessarily require. We here dp^ think 
convenient that as few delays be used as f^ay be, for the consum- 
mation of the matter in hand, which principally to advance your 
allowance, prosecution, and speedy promotion in Scotland, is most 
requisite, for you are so wise, and ^ well acquainted with the state of 
the world, aikl with all our humour^, as you know that some do allow 
and disallow for rpason, some for respect, erf multitude, some for 





SClOTLAKIJu 
{>er8oii0^ iod i<> CTuse i^to go ^nririiid air piea 

yat ^1 of 


ms, 

^ ^ ^ laipuiige it- 

; - aUct 4iiim doings, when 

jfifmi the b«letaiid 

and and'ljilpngest'party 

e. Tho* the matter ha^ taken ha beginij!^ here, upon deep and 
Weighty donaideratu^, hoth! die princes and their, 

realms, as ii|t^jn"1^iis:td cbme, yet it i$ thought most 

^p^ient that tte re|£iit 9 ,apd realn^^ ScDtland» ||^>yOtSi, should 
v^ro^ioto the matter to the qt^een onr ^vereign» if yon.^te ta use 
*^*^'“"***^^* S^^^^rder, or be disposed to leave but a scai^, and no 


wound Of the hurtl^past- I would be |^ad that jth|s my letter should 
come b your hands before the convention, wJiweat k seemtyrour 
^^^^tor^n and marri^e to the duke df Norfi^ sfcalf be 
e^ef to Wynne in them both allowance or rejectmn. 
whhfcij^roceediqga, be^^ you pray me to write frankly^ I. say 
.^d reason thus, me thinketh you use a preposterous Order to 
^j^^d the consent of such persons, in such matters, aS their minds 
;lna good end hath rather been felt or prepared, and' therefore 
,t|tere must needs follow either a universal refusal, or factious ^vi- 
you, whereby a, bloustering intelligence must needs 
Elizabeth of the intended marriage from thence, 
which ought to have been secietiy a4vi8^% propounded unto 
^ higbne^ ; hereby you see theq ^ meaniog is, by this dealing, 
her majesty shaU be made inanersUe/ and Jj.briiig the matter to 
^ shpiyii^imh winoi^U ’surety, quietness, 

^y, to bo&queeia .antf th^|ealms^^^^ your 

dlp^y, and thr^ us yow best fr^s into diverse with you, and 
division .amongst ourselves ; fbi: you may not conjec- 
timmt tho matter is now in deliberation, but expecteth good ocOa- 
^m':for exedut^l, sure I am you do not judge so slenderly of the, 
SKaagi^ Ofthis matter, as to thihk we have -not cast the worst, or 
Idiei^ Oq for without the assistance of the nobility, t^ 
^eat, and the mightiestytf this, realm, except ^een 

** ^f^»lcd until you, as the fit- 

- %'^lmpropc^ it to On the behalf c^the regent, 

How^ master^W^des defomatiOns 
V s to nf i)aean Elizabeth's alfectaoiii^ and nfoater VSecre- 
;m^.b.asaist thia i^egent a^ the qoeeh 6f ficots, ' I 

ne^lhor it is 'liQtmatei^ t bat I da assu toly tldttfc, that her 
mi$bty sria^r^Vher surety^ fianquilli^ reign, and the 
conyersati^ of her/pen|ifoi'1)efoatemay:4ovi0diH^^ l^roceed 
yak di«coat^«S|.4mimrfe«st^ 

imctioxn^. And As Iw are to that as 
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he too iiMt aibre^ eo lie coveteth hot to tarry loo far 

the reliqueste^of p great valae nor 
power. aa wdl aasure^^j^ mof^ammity, and 6on-i 

staDcy» as of ^Rpnuent aonforii%^^^^ would 8ay :^fideot]y» yqjl ; 
may liqKMie as weU iitfjhim In this as of the dftib of Norf^^ 
the earis of jtonddlj lid^^er, Bedfttii[^^3hrewBburyi 
and thejest wfiba not^ty ; all which do embrace and proteste. tUr 
accomplishment of this case. 1 hare, according to your adrice, 
written presently to my lord regei|t, with the same zeal ahd ca^ of 
his well-doingtiiat I owe to him, whomi lovehnd hondur. Mr.Secre- 
tary ha^^sured unto him the queen of Scot]and*B favour and good, 
opinion^^herewith he seemeth to be well satisfy'd. If your credit 
be, as 1 trust, hasten your coming hither, folr it is very necessary 
that you were here,^ presently. Q. Elizabeth both doth write to my 
lord r^nt in bucH sort, as he may perceive Mr. Wood’s discourses 
of her majesty’s affection to be vain, and Mr. Secretary otherwise 
bent thanhe conjecturetb ofdiim, the effect of which hef'faajesty’a 
letter you fihall understand, by my lord Leicester’s letter unto you 
at this dispatch. , At the court, 20th July, 1569. 

No. XXXIII. (Vol. I. p. 410.) 

Fart of a Letter from the Earl of Murray to L,Bih 
probably Lord Burleigh. 

— Bec A.USE 1 see that great advantage is taken on small 
Harl. lib. occasions, and that the mention Of the marriage betwixt 
B. 9 . the queen my sovereign’s mother, and the D. of Norfolk 
bath this whUe pa^^cn very frequent in both the reahhs, 
and then I myself to be spdfeen of as a motioner, which I perceive 
is at the last come to her majesty’s ears ; I will, for satisfaction of 
her highness, and the discharge of my duty towards her majesty, 
manifest unto you my interest, and medling in that matter, from 
^e very beginning, knowing whatsoever is prejudicial to her high- 
ness, cannot’but be hurtful to the king my sovereign, this his realm, 
and me. What conferences was betwixt the duke of Norfolk, and 
any of them that were with, to within the realm of England, I am 
not a^ to deelare ; but I am no wise forgetful of ^y thing tlmt 
passeoWwixt him and me, ^her at that time, or since. . Add to 
the end h^. majeilty 4my understand how 1 have been dj 9 ^|rith in . 
this matter, l a^compel^. to touch some circumstaimes, hhfore 
there o^her marriage.' In York, at the^e^ng 

4fef all'the^'CCAm^ssioners^’l found very — and neutral detding with 
the duke^ t^^hers.her highness’s commissioners, in the bepnning 
of tha causer As iit the inaking of the others to proceed sincerely, 
and M Duimg which time,'! entered 4iit6 general speech, 
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sticking at our just defence in the matters that were objected against 
us, by the said queens commissioners, looking. certainly for no 
other thing, but summary cognition in the cause" of controversy, 
with a final declaration to have followed. Upon a certain day the 
lord Lithington’s secretary rode with the duke to Howard, what pur- 
pose they had I cannot say, but that night Lithington returning, and 
" entring into conferrence with me upon the state of bur action, 1 was 
advised by him to pass to the duke, and require familiar confer- 
rence, by the which I might have some feeling to what issue our 
matters would tend. According to which advice, having gotten 
time and place convenient in the gallery of the house •where the 
duke was lodged, after renewing of our first acquaintance made at 
Berwick, the time before the assize. of Leith, and some speeches 
passed betwixt us ; he began to say to me, how he in England had 
favour and credit, and I in Scotland had will and friendship of 
many, it was to be tho’t there could be none more fit instruments, 
to. travel for the continuance of the amity betwixt the realms, than 
we two. And so that discourse upon the present state of both, 
and how 1 was entered in that action tending so far to the queen’s 
dishonour, 1 was willed by him to consider how matters stood in 
this, what honour I had received of the queen, and what inconve- 
niences her defamation in the matters laid to her charge might 
breed to her posteiity. Her respect was not little to the crown of 
England, there was but one heir. The Hamlltons, my unfriends, 
had the next respect, and that I should esteem the issue of her 
body would be the more affectionate to me and mine, than any other 
that could attain to that crown. And so it should be meetest, that 
she affirmed her dismission made in Lochlevin, and we to abstract 
tha^ letters of her hand write, that she should not be defamed in 
England. My reply to that was, how the matter had passed in 
parliament, and the letters seen of many, so that the abstracting of 
the same could not then secure her to any purpose^ and yet should 
we, in that doing, bring the ignominy upon us. Affirming it would 
not l>e fair for us that way to proceed, seeing the queen’s majesty 
of England was not made privy to the matter as she ought to be, 
in respect we were purposely come iii^England for that end, and 
for the -r- of the grants of our cause. The duke’s answer was, be 
would take in hand, to handle matters well enough at the court. 
After this, on the occasion of certain articles, ttiat were required to 
he resolved on before we entered on the declaration of the very 
ground of our action, we came up to the court; where some new 
coUimissionera were adjoined to the former, and the hearing of the 
matter ordained to be in the parlmmenUbouse;at Westminster, in 

presence of which commissioners of the said queen, and 

through the rebuking of the queen of England’s owncd<n ' 
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tt^nera, we. the whole of the action, and produced 

«oA €?ideiic|^ and probationa, as we had, which might 

move die q^b’e m^eaty to well of our cause. Where- 
upon ezpecdi^ her highness’ declaration, and seeing no great 
likelihood of the 4|p|ie to be suddenly given, but daily motions 
theUT^made,- tp come to an accord with the saidoijueen, our mat- 
ters in hand ip Scotland, in the mean season, standing in ha- 
zard and danger, we were put to the uttermost point off our wit, 
to ima^ne whereunto the. matters would teijd, tho’ albeit we had 
left nothing undone for justification of our^auses, yet appeared no 
end, but continual motions made to come to some accord with the 
queen, and restore her to whole or half reign. I had no other 
answer to give them, but that I should neither do against conscience 
or honour in that matter. Notwithstanding seeing this my plain 
answer wrought no end, nor dispatch to us, and that I was informed 
that the duke began to mislike of me, and to speak of me, as that 
Probably 1 had reported of the said queen irreverently, calling her 

,ui:Uterer. ^nd murderer, I was advised to pass"^ to him, and 

give him good words^ and to purge myself of the things objected to 
me, that 1 should not open the sudden entry of his evil grace, nor 

have him to our enemy considering his greatness. It being 

therewithal whispered and shewed to me, that if I departed, he 
standing discontented and not satisfied, I might peradventure find 
such trouble in my way, as my throat might be cut before I came 
to Berrick. And therefore, since it might well enough appear to 
her marriage, I should not put him in utter despair, that my good 
will could not be had therein. So few days before my departing, I 
came to the park in Hampton-court, where the duke and I met to- 
gether, and there I declared unto hkn that it was come to my ears, 
how some misreport should be made of me to him, as that I should 
speak irreverently and rashly of the said queen my sovereign’s mo- 

Probably t^^r, such words as before expressed, that he might — 

suspect, thereby my affection to be so alienate from her, as that I 
could not love her, nor be content of her preferment, howbeit he 
might perswade himself of the contrary, for as she once was the 
person in the world I loved best, having that honour to be so near, 
unto her, and having received such advancement and honour by 
her, I was not so ungrate or so unnatural ever to wish her body 
harm, or to speak of her as was untruly reported of me (howsoever 
the truth was in the self), and as to the preservation of her son, now 
my sovereign, had moved me to enter into this cause, and that her 
own pressing was the occasion of that which was uttered to her 

Probtbly ‘ ^ whensoever God should move her heart to repent 

duhonnur, of her- hypHSt behaviour life, and^ after her known re- 

pentance, that sl^ahould beseparate from that ungodly and unlaw- 
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ful marriag^e that she was eiltred in, and then^fti^ W^re joioed^wkli 
such a godl^^Btid honourable, if personage, Wii^^affeetiqned to 
the true religion, and whom we might tnist, I cohmi^din mf heart 
to love her, and to shew her as great pleasure, fkyodr>^i^hd good will, 
as ever ! did in my life ; and in case he should be that personage, 
there was ,none whom I could better like of, the queen in 
-r-— of England being made privy to the matter, and she allowing 
thereof, which being done^ I should labomr in all things that 1 cbnld, 
to her honour and pleasure, that were not prejudicial 'to the king 
my sovereign’s estate, and prayed him not to think otherwise of me, 
for my affection was rather buried and hidden within me, awaiting 
until God should direct her to know herself, than utterly alienated 
and abstracted from her ; which he seemed to accept in very good 
part, saying, earl of Murray, thou thinks of me that thing, where- 
unto I will make none in England or Scotland privy, and thou hast 
Norfolk's life in thy hands. So departing, I came to my lodging, 
and by the way and all night, 1 was in continual thought and agi- 
tation of mind, how to behave myself in that weighty matter, first 
imagining whereunto this should tend, if it were attempted without 
the queen’s majesty of England’s knowledge and good will, this 
realm and I myself in particular having received such favour and 
comfort at her highness’s hands, and this whole isle such peace and 
quietness, since God possessed her majesty with her crown. And 
on the other part, seeing the duke had disclosed him' to me, pro- 
testing, none other were or should be privy to pur speech, I tho’t I 
could not find in my heart to utter any thing that might endanger 
him ; moved to the uttermost with these c(%itations, and all desire 
of sleep then removed, 1 prayed God to send me some good relief 
andoutgate, to my discharge and satisfaction of my troubled mind, 
which 1 found indeed ; for upon the mom, or within a day or two 
thereafter, I entered in conversation with my lord of Leicester, in 
%is chamber at'^e court, where he began to find strange with me, 
that in the matter I made so. difficult to him^ standing so precisely 
. on conferrence, and how when I had in my communication with the 

duke, coo^'SO far and there he made some discourse with me, 

about that which was talke betwixt i perceiving that the duke 
Piobablj had — the matter to my lord of Leicester^ and thinking 
diacioud. me thereby discharged at the duke’s hands, therefore I re- 
peated the same communication in every point to my lord of Leices- 
ter, who desired me to shew the aanie'iothe queen’s majesty, which 
I refused to do, willing himfif he ihq’t^^ it might import her highness 
any thing, that he as hy many be- 

nefits received at her highness's handr is obli^ to wish her well, 
^ouhi make declaration of ffie same toher'iaiyesiy^^W 1 under- 
stand by rscune speech df heir h%hness to me, he^ did. This my 
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d^f^lration to the dajke, was the only cause, that staid the violence 
a^trouble prfipaxed ^ me unexecuted, as I have divers ways un- 
derstsiod. • ^declaration 1 was obliged to renew since in 

writings of — sent & my servant John Wood. The sum whereof, 
Ltmst^he shewed the duke, and something also 1 wrote to himself, 
for tj; was iho’t this should redeem some time, that the duke should 
not suddenly declare him our enemy, for his greatness was oft laid 
before me, and what friendship he had of the chief of the nobility 
in Englmid, so that it might appear to the queen’s majesty of Eng- 
land so cold to wards us, and doing no^ngpnblicly that might 

seem favourable for us. We had some cause to suspect that her high- 
ness should not be contrarious to the marriage when it should be 
proposed to her. The sharp message sent by her majesty with the 
lord Boyd, who had the like commission from the duke tending ro 
far to ,the said queen’s preferment, as it were proposing one manner 
of conditions from both, gave us to think that her highness had been 
foreseen in the duke’s design, and that she might be induced to allow 
thereof. But howbeit it was devised in England, that the lord of 
Lethington should come as from me, and break the matter to her 
highness, as her majesty in a letter declared that she looked for his 
coming, yet that devise proceeded never of me, nor the noblemen at 
the convention could nowise accord to his sending, nor allow of the 
matter motioned, but altogether misliked it, as bring with the s^mc 
great inconveniences to the surety and quietness of this whole isle; 
fbr our proceedings have declared our misliking and disallowance of 
the purpose from the beginning, and if we had pleased he was ready 
for the journey- ' And in likewise it was, de vised; to give consent 

Probablj between the said queen and Bot^well, 

divorce* should be suffered to proceed in this realm, as it was de- 
sired by the said lord Boyd, by reason we could not understand what 
was the queen’s rntyesty’s pleasure, and allowance in that behalf 

— And whereas ye mean, that her highness was not made privy 

of any such intention, the fault was ' not in me. The first motion 
being declared} as I have written, to my lord of Leicester, and by 
him imparted to her majesty, so far as I could perceive by some 
speech, of her highness’s Ipe, before my departing. Thus I h^ve 
plainly declared how I tave been dealt withal for this mamage#. and 
how just necessity moved me not to require directly, that whidh the 

duke appeared so — unto. And for my thccatenings, to assent 

to the same, I have expressed the maimer ; the persons Aat l^id the 
matter b^ore me^ were of roy own company. But the duke mnee 
hath spoken, that it was his writing which saved my 1i^ at Ibet time. 
In conclusion I pray you persuade her majesty, that she let no 
speeches nor other^hiilg pasted and ol^ted to my prqudice, 
move her majesty to elteT her favour,—^ towards me, or any v^ays to 



‘doHb^, toyi^a in any 

tUqpiil^'aay tfid'to lieibhott<^ and Wstyi;#)il^l, ^I'bikrl 8ve, 
and^ ^ that &r joe; -o^iillhiBtana^ my 

jM^aiff or^nger, as pn(^ finds 

tim to imi^oj me. -' 

"'§0. 3pcxf^v (m"W. fc 2.) ; 

Wil$m MaitUtf^i^diagiMi, to n^'Hofiof Letc^tf:, March ZOlh, 

' > * I^dington. i ^ 

Aniiii^- greftt desolation threatened to this whole rea^, 6% 

the divisions thereof in 'dangerous factions, doth press me 
tO^jFrame my leUers to your lot4shipy in othet sort,* than were be- 
hdvefull for me, if I had no other respect, but oidy to maintain my 
private credit; therefore 1 am driven to furnish them with matter, 
which 1 know not to be plausible, whereupon by misconstruing my 
meaning, some there may take occasion of offence, thinking that 1 
Tath^ utter my own passions, than go about to inform your Idrd- 
ship'truly of the state ; but I trust my plain dealing shall bear re- 
to. the sincerity of my ipeaning ; to make the same sensible, 1 
will lay before your lordship’s eyes the plat of this country ; which 
first is divided into two factions, the one pretending the mainte- 
nance of the king’s reign, the other alledging^ the queen to have 
been cruelly dealt withall, and unjustly deprived of hi^ state ; the 
former is composed of a good number of nobility, gentlemen, and 
principal burroughs of the realme, who shall havCt as , Mr. Randolph 
beareth us^in hand^ the queen’s majesty your sovereign’s allowance 
and protection; the other hath in it some most principall of the 
nobility, and therevrithall, good numbers of the inferior sort, 
throughout the whole realm, which also look assuredly that all 
kings do allow their quarrel and will aid them accordingly. 'What 
cCnsequence this division will draw after it, I leave it to your lord- 
ship’s consideration ; there' is fallen out another division, acciden- 
tally, by my lord, jegwt’s death, which ia like to change the ^te ef 
the other’ two factions, to increase the ope, and diminish the other, 
vddch is grounded upon the regiment^ the realm. Some number 
of noblemen asptre^to the govefhmept,. pretending right thereto by^ 
reasim of the' qoeert de||>iteip^ and her ooinmission 

gi^tod at time ^Hng. ti^e kingfs minority; 

another faclion dbtSL aTtogi&Clia^^ aganist that division,, think- 
ing it ueith^ fit'w tole^b1e,( tb8l t£seeor fiour of the mea^t sort 
amongstfthi-earls, cjUdlpreim to to thwsdves a rule 

oyer the whole realme^ the of. the hloo9,^ the first in rank, the 

giuatel^tmlway both fos, die. houses, degree, and 

forces, being negleck^i^^;this order, they^^ink preposterous, that 
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it® placed in pubBcibnction to command, and 

^ prfvatB.jaen to obey; besides that, 
i^^^K^nnidsafibn bad in tbe beginning been ValewaUe 
j(wlj^h‘the will not grant), yet can it not be^extended to“ 

‘ the pf^plent, fot.lbat the conditions tbereutito annexed are ceased, ^ 
and ^0 the effect of tbe whole, void i the latter part of this' division 
hatb^/toany pretences,, fix the queen's i(|tfipn, which is 

wholly on that aide, a gjeat number of these that have heretofore 
professed the king's obedidhce, do favour the luune, and will not 
yield to the government of the pther^ whose preferment for respects 
when the queen's faction shall be increased, with a 
part bf th^ king's, and these not of least substance, and yowmay 
judge what is like to ensue ; another incident is like to move Ukeltk 
to enter in further discourses, it is given out here in Scotland that 
the queen's majesty is setting forth some forces towards the border, 
which shall enter this realm, to countenance these that aspire to the 
reg^ent, and suppress the contrary faction, and bruits are i^pread, 
that the same shall be here out of hand; these that think themselves 
of equal force with their contrary factipn at home, or rather an over- 
matcli to them, yet not able to encounter with the forces of another 
prince^ rather, toan yield to their inferiors, will I fear, take advice of 
necessity, and evill councillors, and seek also the maintenance of 
some foreign prince, whereby her majesty (altho* no further incon- 
venient were to be feared) must be driven to excessive charges, 
and it would appear there were a conspiracy of all the elements at 
one time to set us together by the eart, for now, when tbe rumour of 
your forces coming towards the border is spread abroad, even at the 
same time is arrived at Dumbarton, a galzeon with a^messenger sent 
expressly from the king of France, to that part of tbe nobility that 
favours the queen, to learn the state of the country, and what sup- 
port they lack or desire, either for furtherance of her affairs, or for 
their own safety ; assuredly this message will be well received, and 
suffered accordingly, this is the present state of Scotland. Now, if 
ypur. lordship would also know my opiniop, how to choice the best, 
as the case standetb ; 1 will in that also satisfie your lordship I am 
required from, them to del^lainly, and your lordship shall judge 
wither I'doso or not; fori think it plain dealing, when I simply-ut- 
'ter my judgment, and g^^not about to disguise my intents. 1 trust 
the queen’s majesty hath a desire to retain at her devotion the realrae 
oif Sootlaud, which she ha^ gone about to purchase, with bestowing 
great tbq lose of some of her people ; this desire is 

honouFXblp/or. her highnep, pirofitabie for both the counfreys,* and 
of none to be ^sallowed specially if it be (as I take it) tobave the 
amity pf the^wbple realm, for it is neft a portion of Scotland can 
serve her toi^ .«or will it prove commodious for her to suit the 
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frientltbit^tif a faction of Scotland^ for ia 80:idok^g, in gaining the 
bedt, ahe may Join Ae mofe, and the same wiW'd.brhsg all hor ac- 
tions with us in suspicion, if shes^ould go about tplctourish factiohs 
amon^t^mih which meaning I ain sure never enteredlnto her mcges- 
ty’lheai^^ithes if it be die friendship ofdie whole she doth demand, 
}bt her nbt, fe^ njeasuro of one part,'^ about to overthrow the rem- 
tmnt, which ^if not 1^'So faSrtdile, as soniS’hiay give her to under- 
stand; but rather way of ^aty, let bps go about to pacify the 
whole state, bfin^ w parties ro an accord, reduce us all by good 
means to an uniformity, so shall she give us all occasion to think 
well of hef dbin^, that she tendeth our wealth, and provOks ns 
universally to wish unto her majesty a thost prosperous continuance; 
by the eonirary, if, for the pleasure of a few« she will send forces to 
suppress these whom they mislike, and iTO consequently offend many ; 
men be not so faint hearted, but they have courage to provide for 
their own safty, and not only will embrace the means partly offered, 
but win also procure further, at the hand of other princes. This 
for mine own part, 1 do abhorr, and protest I desire never to 
see forces of strangers to set foot within this land, yet I know not 
what point necessity- may drive men into, as if men in the middle of 
the sea were in a ship, which suddenly should be set on fire, the fear 
of burning would make them leap into the sea, and soon after the 
fear of the waiter would drive them to clieve again to the fired ship, 
so fbr avoiding present evil, men will many times be inforced to have 
recourse to aiiother, no less dangerous. Trpst me forces will not 
bring forth any good fruit to her majesty’s behove, it must be some 
way of treaty shall serve the turn, wherein by my fbrmer letters your 
lordship doth know already what is my judgement ; you see how 
plainly I do write, without consideration in what part my letters may 
be taken, yet my hope is that such as will favourably interpret them, 
shall think that 1 mean as well to her majesty and that realme, as 
these that will utter other language. 1 wish the continuance of the 
amity betwixt the two contrys, without other respect, and will not 
conceal from her majesty any thing, to my knowledge, tending to 
the prejudice thereof; if i shall perceave her msqesty taking frank 
dealings in evil part, 1 shall from thenceforth forbear; in the mean 
season, 1 will not ebase to trowble your lordship, as I shall have 
occasion to write, and sq^i ta^e my leave bf your lordship. 

No. n.> i,) 

Letter Queen Eli^nbetk to fJU EaHe ^ Jufy |jS70. 

CaWerw BiGHT trilkBty apd wcU belpved cemsin we gfeet you 
MS. HU- well ; this d^ Wh^ve itbe^edyoiirletters of 28 the last 
ffion^, with all dlheir letters^ sent from Scotland, and 
mentioned tU your letters, whereunlo answeir is. desired to 
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be given before Ibe IQth of this month ; which is a very short time, 
the wgl^htin^ of the matters, and the distance of the places con- 
sideVM; nev^fttieless we have, as the shortness'could suffer it, re- 
solved to give "this answer following, which we will that yow, by 
hereof, shall cause to be given in our name to the earl of 
Lenndx atK^the rest of the noblemen conveeud with .him. Where it 
is b^ them, in their lettm, and writings alledg’d,thdt for lack of our 
reElblute answer, concerning the establishing of the regiment of the 
realm, under their young king, great inconvenidhces have happned, 
and therefore ^ey have deferred now at their last convention to de- 
tennkte of the samine, who shall have the place of govemour, until 
the 21st this month, before which time they require to have our ad- 
vise, in what person or persons the government of that realm shall be 
established, we accept very thankfull the good will and reputation 
they have of us, in yielding so frankly to require and follow our ad- 
vise in a matter, that toucheth the state of their king, theirselves, and 
realm so near, wherein as we perceive that by our former forbearing 
to intermeddle therein, they have taken some discomfort, as though 
that we would not have regard to their state and suerty, so on the 
other part, they of their wisdoms ought to think that it might be by 
the whole world evil interpreted in us to appoint them a form of go- 
vernment, or a govemour by name, for that howsoever we should 
mean ^ellif we should do so, yet it could not bo without some jea- 
lousy in the heads of the estate, nobility, and community of that 
realm, that the government thereof should be by me specially 
named, and Ordain’d ; so as finding difficulty on both parts, and yet 
misliking most that they should take any discomfort by our for- 
bearing to show our mind therein, we have thought in this sort for to 
proceed, considering with ourselves how now that realm had been 
a good space of time ruled in the name of their king, and by reason 
of his base age, governed heretofore by a very c^refull and honour- 
able person, the earle of Murray, untill that by a mischievous per- 
son (an evil example), he was murdered, whereby great disorder 
and confusion of necessity had, and will more follow, il determina- 
tion be not made of some other Bpeciall person, or persons, to take 
the charge of govemour, or 'superior ruler speciall, for administra- 
tion of law and justice, we cfiuinot but very well allow the desire of 
these lords Tto have soOie spedall govemour to. be chosen ; and 
therefore being well assured, that their own understanding of all 
others is best to consider the state of that realm, and to discern the 
ability, land qualities of every person meei and capable for such a 
char^^we shall better satiifie ourselves, whom they by their com- 
mon coesent shall first doose, and appoint to that purpose, then of 
any to be by us aforeband uncertaiiily named, and that because they 
shall perceave that we have fcara of the. person of their king, 
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vho by nawue^ of blood,' andin teapectto hM so ybndg yiianr 
ought to be very teuler and d|arto «t;‘ve shall oothide onr opiniMi 
from theij^hut if il% shall all ietord to name bh^^nd&ther, ow 
coosju, th^. earl of Leiiaox, to be governor alone, ot jointly 'With 
otb^ (vrttto we hear to b^sn^themt^ntiine by their common^on^ 
s^nt appomted lieutenaaVgt^^X Riiudd Wveth us . to think toat 
noae can be choiienin>that <fhdfefealin,’diat shall more-desire the 
presmvatibo oftbe j^g, and, be more'jnfeet tojmre the government 
for his safety, beid^ next to him m hloodj of adp nobleman of that 
realm, or elsewhere ; and yetj hereby^ we dd’-hot nieen to prescribe 
to them this ^oice» except they rfiall of themselves fnlly and freely 
allow thereof: furthermore we would have them well assured, that 
whatsoever reports of devises are, or shall be spread or invented, 
that we have already yielded our mind to alter the state of the king 
or government of that realm, the same are without just cause or 
ground by us g^iven, for as we have already advertized them, that 
although we have yielded to hear, which in honour we could not re- 
fuse, what the queen of Scots on her part shall say and offer, nOt 
only for her own assurance, but for the wealth of that realm, yet not 
knowing what the same will be that shall be-offered, we meannotto 
breqk the order of law and justice, by advancing her cause, or pre- 
jud^ng her contrary, before we shall deliberately and assuredly see, 
upon the hearing of the whole, some place necessary, and- just cause 
to do ; and therefore finding that realm ruled by a king, and the same 
affirmed by laws of that realm, and thereof invested by coronation 
and other solemnities used and requisite, and greerally so received 
by the whole estates, we mean Uot by yielding to hear the coinplaints 
or informations of the queen against her son, to do any act whereby 
to make conclusion of governments, but as we have found it, so to 
suffer the same to continue, yea, not to suffer it to be altered by any 
means that we may impeshe, as to our honour it doth belong, as by 
your late actions hath manifestly appeared, untill by some justice 
and clear cause, we shall be directly induced otherwise to declare 
Our opinion; and this, we would have them to know to be oar de- 
termination, and course that we mean tofold, whereon we trust they 
for ^eir Inng^ay res how plainly and honourably we mean to pro- 
cred, and hc^ liule cause they have to donbt of us, whatsoever to 
tM ,contrai7 ^oy have or shall hear ; and on the otber*part, we pray 
them of their wisdoms to thjnkhow nnhononrabley and cbntrary to 
all hunian order, it were Ibr «W, vfhenijid-queen 'of Scotland doth so 
many w^.require to.hearh€5f jpaii8e, aad ^ bffer to:be tfrdered 
be ^ in the ^e, as ,welJl for matters betwixt obnelves Bqd-her, 'a8 
her.sonpnd‘h{s party ofi^at reiiliii, against 
which offera no iwon could move: us to refhre'itoglye ear, that we 
should afqrehanff 6prely refa diret% be heard 
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and^oopiidered, u it were, give a judgment or sentence either Ibr 
oisrse^s^^dr them %hom she .maketh to be her contraiifs. » 
FinaH^ ’ye ■ admoniBh them, that they do not, by niiscon- 
ceiying’Our go(m meaid^ toward them, dir by indirect asBdrtions of 
their a^h^earyV grounded on untruths, hinder or weaken their own 
cauM, in michaort, that our. good meaning towardajbem shall not 
take such effect towards them, ai^ they shall desire^ or themselres 
have need o& ,AU this our answer ye shall cause be given them, 
and let them know, that for tl^ sho.rtness of time, this being" the 
end of the second of tills montii, we neither could iibik^e any longer 
declaration of our mind, nor yet write any several listtcrs, as if time 
might have served we would have done. 2d July, 1570. 

‘,-1 1 

No. XXXVI. (Vol. II. p. 7.) 

Th^ Buhop of Ross to Secretary Lidmgton from Chattis'worth, 

1 have received your letters dated the 26th of May, 
here at Chattisworth, the 10th of January, but on the re- 
.. Ceipt thereof I had written to you at length, like as the 
queen did with my lord Levingston, by whicKyou will be resolved 
of many points contained in your said letter. I writ to you that 1 
received yout letter and credit from Tho". Cowy at London, and 
sent to Leicester to know the queen of £ngland*8 mind, whether if 
you should come here or not. He sent me word that she' will no 
ways have you come as one of the commissioners, because she is 
yet offended with you ; and.tlierefore it appears good that ye cpme 
not hither, but remain where you are; to use your wisdom and dili- 
gence, as may best advance the queen’s affairs, for I perceive your 
weil and safety depends thereon, in respect to the great feid and 
enmity born against you by your Scots people, and the great heir- 
ship taken of your father’s landis ; both were sure demonstrations 
of their malice. " Yet I am encouraged by your stout and deliberate 
mind. Assure yourself no deligence shall be omitted to procure 
suppcHts forth off* all parts, where it may be had. We will not re- 
fuse the aid neither of Papist, Jew, nor Gentil, after my advice ; and 
to this end, during this treaty, let all things be well prepared. And 
seeing my lord Seaton is desirous to go into Flanders, the queen 
thinks it very necessa^ that he so do; for the duke D*Alva hu got- 
ten ezpi^s command of ^e Jcing of Spain to give support, and I am 
sure timt t^re he shall have aid bbth %f Flanders and the pope, for 
' it abid^ only on (be coihiqg of some me^Q of countenance, to pro- 
cure aiid recetvor tfe /Hemust aeedKtw thlre, on thepre- 
patationa i^ereof, durfa^ this treatyt wiB he a great further- 

ance tqtbe same bere. Tlmqueen has abifMy written to the duke 
D’AlvJt4>» thiV effw^advertiringof hUed^ ** certain 
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sums of money coming for support of the Englishmen^ as I wrote 
to^yoii before, from the pope. Whereupon 1 would he bad a gene- 
ral commission to deal for them, and receive such sums as shall be 
^¥ea< The means shall be found to cause you be ansuerit of the 
sums ypu writ for, to be dispoisit.upon the fumishihg of the castle of 
Ekiinburgh^ so being some hpbest and true' man were sent to Flan- 
ders to receive it, said is, which I Would you prepared and sent. 
Orders shall be taken for the metals as you writ of. We have pro- 
ponit your avyce .in entringto! treat with the queen of England, for 
retiring of her forces puntypally for lack of aidJ Your answers to the 
Englishmen are tho’t very good, but above all keep you weill out of 
their hands, in that case, estote prudentes sicut serpentes. You 
may take experience with the hard dealing with me, how ye would 
be used if ye were here, and yet 1 am not forth of danger, being in 
medio nationis pravm ; alway no fear, with God's grace, shall make 
me shrink from her majesty's service. Since the queen of England 
has refused that you come here, it appears to me quod nondum est 
sedata malitia amorreorum, &c.; and therefore if Athol or.Cathenes 
might by any means be procured to come, they were the most fit 
for the purpose, Rothes were also meet, if he and I were not both of 
one sirname; so the treaty would get the less credit either in Scot- 
land or here. Therefore avys, and send the best may serve the turn, 
and fail not Robert Melvil come with them, whoever comes, for so 
is the queen’s pleasure ; in my last packet, with James Fogo, to 
you, in the beginning of May, I sent a letter of the queen V own 
handwriting to him, which I trust ye received. I am sorry ye come 
not for the great relief I hoped to have had by yOur presence, for you 
could well have handled the queen of England, after her humour, 
as you were wont to do. The rest I refer to your good wisdom, 
praying God to send you health. From Chattisworth the 15th of 
January. 

No. XXXVII. (Vol. il. p. 25.) 

The declaration of John Cats to the Lor^ of Grange and Lethington 
^ouifgare upon the Bth day of Oct. 1571. 

Whereas you desire to know the queen’s majesty’s pleasure, 
what she will do* for appeasing of these controversies, and therewith 
has ofiejred ydhrselves to be at her commandment, touching the 
common tranquility of the whole isle,. and the amity of bo^ realms ; 
her pleasutii is in this behalf, that ye should leave off the mainte- 
t^ce of tl^^vil discord, and give your obedience to the king, 
whom she, will mainteiu. to the utmost of her power. , 

And in this doing, /she will deal with the regent and the king’s 
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party to receive you into favour, upon reasonable conditions for se^ 
curity of life and living^. 

Also she says that the queen of Scotts, for that she has practised 
with the pope and other princes, and also with her own subjects in 
England, great and dangerous treasons against the state of her own 
country, and also to the destruction of her own person, that she 
shall never bear authority, nor have liberty while she lives. 

If ye refuse these gentle offers, now offered unto you, she will 
presently aid the king a party, with men, ammunition, and all ne« 
cessary things, to be had against you. 

Whereupon her majesty requires your answer with speed, without 
any delay. 


No. XXXVIII. (Vol. II. p. 34.) 

Articles sent by Knox to the General Assembly^ August 6th, 1572. 

Calderw FtRST, desiring a new act to be made ratifying all things 

MS. concerning the king and his obedience that were enacted 
tory,ToI.2. of before without aiiy change, and' that the ministers who 
have contraveend the former acts be corrected as ar- 

cordetL 

That sute be made to the regent’s grace and nobility maintaining 
the king's cause, that whatsoever proceedelh in this treaty of peace 
lltey be mindful the kirk be not prejudg'd thereby, in any sort, and 
they especially of the ministers that have been robbed of their pos- 
sessions within the kirk during the time of tlie troubles, or otherwise 
dung and injured, may be restored. 

To sute at the regent, that no gift of any bishoprick or other be- 
nefice be given to any person, contrary to the tenor of the acts made 
in the time of the first regent of good memory, and they that are 
given contrar the said acts, or to any unqualified person, may be 
revoked and made null be an act of secret council, and that all bi- 
shopricks so vacand may be presented, and qualified persons nomi- 
nal thereunto, within ayea^after the vaking thereof, according to 
the order token in Leith be the commissioners of the nobility and of 
the kirk in the month of January last, and in special to complain 
upon the giving of bishoprick of Ross to the lord Methven. 

That tio pentions of benefices, great or small, be |^ven be simple 
donation of any lord regent, without eon sent of the possessor of the 
6aids benefices having tittle thereto, land the admission of the super- 
intendent or cominisuoners of the pJH)vince where this benefice lyctli* 
or of the bishops lawfully elected according to the saitf i6rder taken 
at Leith ; and desire an act of council to -be made thereupon, until 
the next Farliameat, wherein the samino may he specially inacted, 
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the ldrd|^eff(eflsiOQ to give any lettdta or decreets, 
iimple gifia of J^efidii ot'^psTons not being given in 
i^PSp^i^ove rehcarsed^.^d thajf tlie.lturk presept!^^ 4^mbled 
;^4ecpe all such null 'Sb far as in tl^ir power, . ’ 

J That the form of pi^senbtiotjl^ were in the 

Ifibt and sbcok^ regent’s t^lae,^ b|f. iiot chang’d as jiow it is cbmi- 
mbhly.; biitthilt pB cjaufe be cmi^ined in the presentation, that 
if the peraons presented be slandrous,' or 

found unworthy either in,^e or doctrine be the judgment of the 
kirk (to which alwisehe sMl be object) or meet to be transported 
to another room at the sight of the kirk, the said presentation and 
all that shall fall thereupon shall be null and of no force nor effect ; 
and this, to have place also in the nomination of the bishops. 

, That an act be made in this assembly that all things done in pre- 
judice of the kirk’s assumption of the thirds, either by Papists or 
others, by giving pf fews, liferents, or taks, or any otherwise dispon- 
ing the sai4 assumed thirds, be declared null with a solemn pro- 
testation the whole kirk disasenteth thereto. '' 

That an act be made decerning and ordaining all bishops, admitted 
to the order of the kirk now received^ to give account of their whole 
rents, and intromissions therewith once in the- year, as the kirk 
shall appoint, for such causes as the kirk may easily consider the 
same to be most expedient and necessar. 

Anenl the jurisdiction of the kirk, that the same be determined 
in this assembly, because this article hath long been postpond,to 
make sute to the regent and Council for remedy agaiqst messengers 
and excommunicate persons. 

Last, lliat orders be taken anent the procurers of the kirk, who 
procure against ministers and ministry, and for suiting of justice 
• of the kirk’-s actions in the session. 

No. XXXIX; (Vol. II. p. 39.)^ 

Detlaratioh of Heniry Killigrerveg Esq, upon the Peace concluded the 
2UFeh. 1672. . 

Be it known to all men, by these presents, that 1, Henry Killi- 
grewe, esg. ambassador for the queen’s majesty of England,' Forat- 
ibuch as,' at the eaUiest motion ' and sl^icitatioh being made to me, ' 
on her highness’s bdialf, there is acc6rd and pacldcati^ of the 
public , troubles and civil' wat 'withiO'^is riealiii of Scotland agreed 
and concluded, aud tbe/sam^e fhvourably extended towards the right 

f ourab|^eorg4 eairlof Hiin^y^ lord> Gordon and Baidzeno^, 
the ll^JOhdvRamilta^ Son to the duke’s 'g^ace of Chastel- 
larault, and cpdiniebdatoiii^ hf 'the abby Of for the 

surety of tibe liTe8,iiyin^,< honemrs, and gOQ^ them, t^ir kin- 
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folks^ friendi, seryants, and partakers, now properly depending on 
them t in tteatipg of the which said paciBcation, the murdet«rs of 
the late earl of Murray uncle, and the earl of Levenax grandfSther, 
late regent to the king> piajesty of Scotland his realm and lieges, 
as* also an article touching the discharge for the fructis or move- 
able ^ods, which the said persons have taken fra personis profess- 
ing the king’s obedience, before the damages done or committed by 
them, since the 15th day of Junij, 1567, and before the penult day 
of July last by passed, by reason of the common cause or any 
thing depending thereupon, being , thought by the king’s commisa- 
ries matteris of such wecht and importance, as the king’s present 
regent could not conveniently, of himself, remit or discharge the 
same. Yet in respect of the necessity of the present paciBcation, 
and for the weil of the kinjg, and common quietness of this realm 
and lieges, it is accorded, that the matters of remission of the said 
murderers, and of the discharge of the said fructis, moveable goods, 
and other damages, be moved by the persons desiring the said re- 
missions and discharge to the queen's majesty my sovereign, as to 
the princes nearest both in blood jand habitation to the king of Scots. 
And whatsoever her msgesty shall advise and councel touching the 
said remission and discharge, the said lord regent, for the weil of 
the king and universal quietness of the realm of Scotland, shall 
perform, observe, and fulfill the same. And in likewise, the said 
earl Huntly, and commendatour of Abirbrothock, being urged to 
have delivered pledges and hostages for observation of the con- 
ditions of the said accord and paciBcatibn, hath required me in place 
thereof, in her m^esty’s name, by virtue of my commission, to pro- 
mise for them, th^t they shall truly and faithfully observe and keep 
the said pacification, and all articles and conditions thereof, for their 
parts, and that it would please her majesty to interpose herself, as 
surety and cautioner for them to that effect, to the king's majesty of 
Scotland their sovereign and his said regent, which I have done, 
and promise to do, by virtue of her majesty’s commission, ns by the 
honourable and plain dealing of the said earl and lord, their inten- 
tion to peace well appears, the same being most agreeable to die 
mind of«,the queen’s majesty my sovereign, which so long by her 
ministers hath travelled for the said pacification, add in the end, at 
her motion and solicitation^ the same is accorded, knowing her ma- 
jesty’s gddly desire, that the same may continue unviolate, and 
that the noblemen and others now. returning to the king’s obedience 
shall have sufficient surety for their lives, living?, honours,- and 
goods. Therefore in her majesty’s name, anjd by virtue of my com- 
mission, I promise io the aforesaid earl Huntly and e|p^endatqur 
of Abirbrothock, ihatby her majesty’s good means, dJ^ said remis- 
sion and d^chmtee shall be purchesqd and^obtained to them, their 
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kinfolks, frionds, semnts, and partakers, now properly depending 
upon .them (the persons specified in the first abstmance tdways ex- 
cepted), as also that the said paci^catibn shall be truly observed 
to them, and that her majesty shall intm(k>Be herself as conserva. 
trix thereof, vend endeavotir herself, to cause the same to be truly 
and sincerely kept in all points and articles thereof accordingly. 
In witness whereof I hive to.this present sabscribed with my hand, 
and sealed the earae with mine own seal, the 13th day of Feb. anno 
Domini 1^72. And this to. bjat^rformed by me, betwixt the date 
hereof, and the parliament irlpchahall be appointed for their resti- 
tution, or at the furthest; before the end of the said parliament. 
Sic subscribitur. 

The Bishop of Glasgow's note concerning the Queen of Scotland's dowry. 

1576. queen of Scotland, dowager , of France, had for her 

Cott Jib. dowry, .besides other possessions, the dukedom of Turene, 
Cal*8-^*^v which was solemnly contracted and given to her by the 
king and estates of parliament; which dukedom she possessed 
peacefully till 1576, and then, upon the pacification betwixt the 
king and Mons. his brother, to augment whose appenage this dutchy 
was given, to which the queen of Scotland yielded upon account of 
princes^ who were her near i^elations, provided the equivalent which 
was promised her should be faithfully performed. So that year, 
after a great many sollicitations, in lieu of that dutchy, she had 
granted her the county of Vermaudaise, with the lands and baili- 
wicks of Seuley and Vetrey ; tho* ’tis known that county and the 
other lands were not of equal value with Turene, but was promised 
to have an addition of lands in the neighbourhood to an equal value. 
Upon this letters patent were granted, which were confirmed in the 
courts of parliament, chamber of accompts, coujrt of aids, chamber 
of the treasury, and others necessary; upon which she entered into 
possession of that county, &c. Afterwards, by a valuation of the 
commissioneM of the chamber of accompts, it wus found that the 
revenue of that county, &c. did not dimount to those of Turene, by 
3000 livres. But instead of making up this deficiency according 
to justice, some of the privy council, viz. M. de Cheverny, the pre- 
sidents of Bellievre, Nicoeholay, and St. Bonet, in the hame of the 
king, notwifi&standing of her aforesaid losses, did sell and aliens 
the lands of Senlis^ aod tfie dutchy of Estaimpes, to Madam de 
Montpensier, from i^jiiom the king received money ; of which sale 
the counselors afo^ai# obliged themselvps to be guarantees, whkdi 
k^th hinde^ the ; aforesaid qqeen % have jiistice done her. , So 
that Madand de Montpee^mr bath been |Mit in possession of these 
^ds of Senlis, contrary to all .fine declaration, protestodon, and 
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assurances ^ the king of France to queen Mary’s ambassadors. So 
that the queen of Scotland is dispossessed of her dowry, contrary 
to all equity, without any regard to her q^ity. 

No. XL (Vol. II. p. 43.) 

A Letter from the Lord of Lochletin to the Regent Morfoun. 

3d March, It will ^please your grace, I received your grace’s letter, 
and has considered the sathe. The parson of Camsey was 
Aichives. here at me before the receit thereof, directed fra my lord 
Bund. B. jvfar, and the master anent my last written, which was 
the answer of the writing that the master sent to me, which 
I send to your grace, desiring me to come to Sterling to confer with 
them- f had given my answer before the receit of your grace's 
letter, that I behuiffit to be besyd Sanct Androis, at one friend’s 
tryst, which I might not omit ; 1 understand by my said cousin, that 
the king’s majesty is1o write to divers of the nobility tq come there, 
anent your lordship’s trial, and that he had written before Kis de- 
parting to my lord Monthrois. I understand likewise, he will write 
to your grace to come there for the same effect, which I tho’t good 
to make your grace foreseen of the same, praying your grace, for 
the love of God Almighty, to look upon the best, and not to sleep 
in security, but to turn you with unfeigned heart to God, and to 
consider with yourself, that when the king's majesty was very young, 
God made him the instrument to divest his mother from her autho- 
rity, who was natural princess, for offending of his Divine Majesty, 
and that there ran novice in her, but that the same is as largely in 
you, except that your grace condescended not to the destruction of 
your wife. For as to harlotry and ambition, I think your grace has 
as far offended God, and far more in avaritiousness, which vycis 
God never left unplagued, except speedy repentance, which I pray 
God grant to your grace, for otherwise your grace can never have 
the love of God nor man. I pray your grace flatter not yourself; 
for if your grace believes that ye have the good-will of them that 
are the king’s good-willers ye deceive yourself; for surely I see per- 
fectly that your own particulars are not contented, lat be the rest 
aad that most principally for your hard dealing. I pray your grace, 
bfcir with me that I am thus hamlie, for certainly it proceeds from 
no grudge, but from th6 very affection of my heart towards your 
grace, which has continued since we were acquainted. And now I 
see, because the matter Stands in your grace’s handling with the 
king’s majesty, for certainly if your grace fall forth y^ith him now, 
I see not how ye shall meet hereafter ; pray I ybur to call to 
God, and look on'th© best, and cast from your grace both your 
vices, to wit, ambition and avaritiousness. I am riding this day to 
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Sanct Andro^, and trust to rotum on Wednesday at the farthest. 
If your will cohiixiian^ ind% any offices that are honesty that 
I may do your gribe pletmtlHn at l^4it)g, advertiseof your grace’s 
mind, and shall do to my power and knowledge, and this with my 
heartlie, drow 

To ^ur trusty Cousin the Lord Lochleven, 

ori^d" •• after our most hearty commendations, 

E.ifMor- ve received your letteiPof the 3d ofTWarch, ^ a« we take 
diii*ea" thermn in good part, as prodheding from a 

kinsman, in whose good affection; towards us 
No. 31. we never doubted, so ye may not think it strange that we 
purge ourselves so far of your accusation, as in conscience we find 
not ourselves to ha!ve offended in. ^ As touching our offence to God^ 
we intend not to e&cuse it, but to submit us to his mercy ; for am- 
bition surely we think none can justly accuse us ; for in our private 
estate we could, and can live as well contented, as any of our de- 
gree fa Scotland, without further aspiring. The bearing too the 
charge of the government of the realm, indeed, mon lead us, or any 
other that shall occupy that place, not simply to respect ourself, but 
his majesty’s rowme, which we supply, and therein not transcending 
the bounds of measure, as we trust, it shall not be found we have 
done, it ought not to be attributed to any ambition in us. For as 
soon as ever his majesty shall think himself ready and able for his 
own government, none shall more willingly agree and advance .the 
sapae nor I, since I think never to set my face against him, whose 
honour, safety, and preservation has been so dear unto me, nor I 
Will never believe to find otherwise at his hand than favour, although 
all the unfriends I have in the earth were about him, to persuade 
him to the contrary. As we write unto you, our friendly dealing 
ai^ confidence in the house of Mar is not thankfully acquit ; as we 
trust yourself considers ; but because the ambassadors of England, 
my lord of Angus j the chancellor, treasurer, and some noblemen 
ride| west this day to see the king, we pray you heartily address 
yourself to be there as soon as ye can, and as ye shall find the like- 
lihood of all things, let us be advertised thereof with your own ad- 
vice, by Alex'. Hay, whom we have thopg^ good to send west, 
seeing my lord of Angus from Sterling rides to Douglas. And so 
we commit yoii in the protection pf God. At Holyrood-house, the 
4th of March, 1577: 

For the avaritiousness laid to our charge, mdeed it lies not in us 
se liberally to Seal the king's 'gepe, as to satisfy all craver8, nor 
fiever shall sovereign and nadvo-bdrn prihtie, let be any officer, 
eschew the disdains of such, as thinks t^em judges, to their own 
reward; in many causes I dbp^ ndi to find the assistance of my 
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friends, but v^here my actions shall appear unhonest, 1 will not crave 
their assistance, but let me bear my own bui^en. 

No. XLI. (Vol. 11. p. 66.) 

Letter of WcS^ngkanis to Randolph^ February 5, 1 580- 1 . 

Colt. Ub. ^ received from my lord lieutenant the copy 

Calig. C. 6. of your letter of the 25th of the last directed unto his 
lordship, containing a report of your negotiation with the king and 
his council, in your second audience, wherewith having made her 
majesty acquainted, she seemed somewhat to mislikc that you should 
so long defer to deal for the enlargement q/'£mpedoclcs. But I made 
answer in your behalf, that I thought you were directed by the ad- 
vice of the said Empedocleses friends^ in the soliciting of that cause, 
who knew what time was fittest for you to take to deal therein, with 
most effect, and best success, with which answer, her majesty did in 
the end rest very well satisfied, touching that point. 

Your putting of us in hope that D'Aubigny might easily be won 
at her majesty's devotion, was at first interpreted to have been 
ironie spoke by you. But since it seemeth you insist upon it, I 
could wish you were otherwise persuaded of the man, or at least 
kept that opinion to yourself, for considering the end and purpose 
of his coming into Scotland, as may be many ways sufficiently 
proved, was only to advance the queen's liberty, and reception into 
that government, to overthrow religion, and to procure a foreign 
match with Villenarius, wherein the inclosed copy, which you may 
use to good purpose there, shall partly give you some light ; .there 
is no man here can be persuaded that he will change his purpose 
for so small advantage as he is likely to find by it, and therefore 
you shall do well to forbear to harp any more upon that string, as 
I have already written lo you. The prince of Orange sending, I 
fear will not be in time that it may do any good ; for besides that 
these people are in themselves slow in their resolutions, their own 
affairs are, at present, so great, their stale so confused, and the 
prince's authority so small, that he cannot so soon take order in it; 
and yet for my own part, I have not been negligent or careless in 
the matter, having more than three weeks past, sent one about it, 
from whom nevertheless I do yet hear nothing. Th8 letters you 
desire should be written thither by the French ministers, I have 
given order to Mr. Killingrew to procure^ who, 1 tloubt not, 
will carefully perform it, so that, I hope, I iball have them to send 
you by the next. Aad so I commit you to Qod. Whitehall, 

the 3d of February 1580. 

Your very loving cousin and servant, 

Fra. Walsinoham. 
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Tfie preceding letter is an original, and in some parts of it wrote 
in cyph^, and explained by another hand* By Emp^ocles 
is understood Morton. By Villenarius, the king of Scots. 
D’Aubigoey is marked thus © * _ © . 

3^eb!l580. 

Sundry mtes gathered upon good diligence given^ and in time to he 
better manifested^ being now thought meet to be in convenient sort 
used and laid against D^Aubigny^ to prove him abusing the king, the 
nobiSty, and that state, 

Si?* 06 it hath been informed by credible means, that 

An origi- B'Aubigney was privy and acquainted with la Nav^ the 
nal* king’s mother’s secretary, coining into Scotland, and of 
his errand there, tending chiefly to persuade the king, to think and 
esteem it an evil president for princes that subjects might have 
power to deprive their lawful sovereigns, as they did his mother, 
who was not minded, by any mean, to defeat him, either of the 
present government of that realm, or yet of the possession of the 
crown and inheritance thereof, but rather to assure the same to 
him ; and that for the accomplishment of that assurance, the king 
should have been advised and drawn to have governed, for some 
short time, as prince, calling D’Aubigny to rule as governor of 
the prince, by commission from the queen his mother, until the 
king’s enemies were suppressed ; after which time D'Aubigny 
should have power given to establish and resign that kingdom to 
the king, by his mother’s voluntary consent, whereby all such, as 
had before been in action against the queen or her authority, 
might be brought to stand in the king’s mercy. And for that the 
king might live in more surety, D’Aubigny should .be. declared both 
second person in succession of that crown, and also lieutenant ge- 
neral of Scotland, and that D’Aubigny before his departure out of 
Fjrance, received commission from the king’s mother to the effects 
remembered, or near the same. That in this behalf he had con- 
ference with the bishops of Glasgow, and Ro,sb, and with Sir James 
Baford, with which persons, and with the duke pf Guise, he had 
and hath frequent intelligence, and by Sir James Baford he was 
advised to confer with the lord John Hamilton before his repair into 
Scotland, whp^eunto he agreed, and yet afterwards he sent one 
John Hamilton to the said lord John to excuse him in this part, 
alledging, that he did forbear to come to him, lest thereby he should 
marr or hinder greater . effects to be e^eci^d by him in Scotland. 

That before Ids coming into;thatjealm, the nobility and country 
were well quieted and. united in good concord, with great love 
betwixt t^ king, and nobility, and amongst the noblesse, but he 
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hatli both drtwn the king against sundry of the chiefest of his 
nobility, that have been most read^, and have expended Uieir 
blo0d and possessions to preserve religion, and defend the king’s 
person, his government and estate, and also hath given occasions 
of great suspicions and offence to be engendered betwixt the 
king and his nbbility, and especially with such' as have been in 
action against the king s mother, and her authority, who by force 
and means of the said commission and practice, should have 
been brought into most dangerous condition ; and who also may 
find themselves in no small perill while he possesses the king’s 
ear, abuseth his presence, and holdelh such of the principal keys 
and ports of his realm, as he presently enjoyeth. 

That he hath drawn the king not only to forget the great bene- 
fits done to him and his realme, by the queen’s majesty of Eng- 
land, but also to requite the same with sundry signs of great un- 
thankfulness, and wounding therewith the honour of her majesty, 
and thereby hath adventured to shake the happy amity long time 
continued betwixt those princes. 

And whereas these griefs were to be repaired by gentle letters 
and good offers, to have passed and been done betwixt them : in 
which respect the king and council having resolved to write to 
her majesty, for her highness better satisfaction in the late negotia- 
tion of Mr. Alexander Hume of Northberwick, had given order to 
the king’s secretary to frame thatletter : He minding to break the 
bond of amity in sunder, willed the secretary to be sure that no- 
thing should be inserted in that letter whereby the king should 
crave any thing at her hands, seeking thereby to cut off all loving 
courtesies betwixt them, as by the declaration of the said secre- 
tary may be better learned, and thereupon further approved. 

That under the hope and encouragement of D’Aubigny’s pro-^ 
tection, Alexander King presumed with that boldness to make his 
lewd harangue, and by his means hath hitherto escaped chastise- 
ment and correction, due for his offence. 

That Sir James Baford, condemned of the slaughter of thc lciiig's 
father, hath been called into the realm by Lennox, without the pri- 
vity of the king. And whereas the said Sir James found in a green 
velvet desk, late the earl of Both well’s, and saw and had in' his 
hands the principal band of the conspirators in that murder, and 
can ^ best declare and witness wbo were authors and executors of 
the, satne ;.he is drawn by Lennox - to suppress the truth, and to 
accuse such as he himself knoweth to be innocent j and as by order 
of ivill be so found, if they may have due trial, which, con- 
trary to all justice, is by Lennox means denied. 

This charge agaitui D^Aubigny^ mentioned in thejqre^om^ 
Utter ly WaUingham ; but by Baford they mean Sir James Balfour. 
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No* XLII. (Vol. IL p. 80 .) 

The copy of the King of France his directions sent to Scotland with 
Seineur de la MotteFenekn, Translated bul of the French. 

^ mqestys mose Christian part, he shall 
^ry.voKS. honourable salutatioo and Tisiting to the 

%. S 08 . most serene king of Scotland, their good brother and lit- 
tle son, that in him is possable. ^ 

To give him their letters that are closed, such and such like as 
they have written to him with their hands, and to show expressly 
the perfect friendship and singular affection, that their majestys 
bear to him, and to bring back the answen 
To take heed to the things which touch near the most serene 
king, to the effect that his per^n may be in no danger, but that it 
may be most surely preserved. 

And that he be not hindred in the honest liberty that he ought 
to have, and that no greater or straiter guards be about him than 
he had before. 

And such like, that he be not impeached in the authority, that 
Qod hath given to him of king and prince sovereign above his 
subjects, to the effect he may as freely ordain and command in his 
affairs, and in the affairs of his country, with his ordinary council, 
as he was used to do of before. 

That his nobility, barons, and commonality of his country may 
have their free liberty to resort to his serene majesty without sus- 
picion of greater guards or more armed men about his person than 
the use was, that they be not affraid and hindered to resort; and 
further that the segnieur de la Motte Fenelon sail liberally and 
freely speak to the said serene king and council, requiring the re- 
establishing of that that may or hath been changed or altered. 

And that he may know if the principalis of the nobility and other 
men of good behaviour of the towns and commonality of the con- 
try conveens, and are content with the form of government pre- 
sently with the said serene king, to the end that if their be any 
miscontent he may travaile to a^e them together, and that he re- 
turn not without the certainty of the samine. 

And if he may^understand that there be any who have not used 
them so reverently towards the said serene king their sovereig^n 
lord, as the duty of their obedience required, that he may pray on 
this behalf of his majesty most Christian the said serene king his 
good brother, giving Urn councill wholly to forget the same, and 
exhorting them to do their duty towards his majesty, in time com- 
ing, in all respects with the obedience and true subjection they 
ought him. 
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And if the said Begnieur de la Motte perceves the said serene 
king to be in any manner constrained of his person, authority, li- 
be^ty, and disposition of his affairs, than he used to be, and not 
convenient for his royal dignity, or as the sovereignty of a prince 
doth require, that he use all moyen lawful and honest to place him 
in the samine, and that he emplpy as much as the credit of his 
most Christian majesty may do toward the nobility and subjects of 
that contfy, and as much as may his name, with the name of his 
crown towards the Scottish nation, the which he loves and con- 
fides in as much as they were proper Frenchmen. 

And that be wittness to the said serene king, and his estates, of 
his consent, and to all the nobility and principall personages of 
the contry, that his most Christian majestic will continue on his 
part in the most ancient alliance and confedracy, which he hath 
had with the said serene king his good brother, praying his nobi- 
lity and contry, with his principall subjects, to persevere in tlie $a- 
roine, in all good understanding and friendship with him ; tlm 
which, on his part, he shall do, observing the samine most invio- 
lable. 

Further his most Christian majesty understanding that the se- 
rene king his good brother was contented witli the duke of Lenox, 
and his servise, the said signieur de la Motte had charge to pray 
his serene majesty that he might remaine beside him to his con- 
tentment, believing that he should more willing intertain the points 
of love and confederace, betwixt their majestys and their contiys, 
because he was a good subject to them both ; and if he might not 
remain, without some dteration of the tranquility of his estate, 
that he might retire him to his own house in the said contry, in 
surenes, or if he pleased to return to France that he might surely 

and if it pleases his serene msgesty, to cause cease aud stay 

the impeachments, that are made of new upon the frontiers, to the 
effect that the natural Frenchmen may enter as freely into the 
contry, as they were wont to do of before. 

And that there may be no purpose of diffhmation, nor no speech 
but honourable of the most Christian king, in that contry, but 
such like as is spoken most honourably of the serene king of Scot- 
land in France. 

He had another head to propone, which he concealed till a little 
before his departure, to wit, that the queen, the king’s mother, was 
content to receive her son in association of the kingdom. 
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tAri-iSuiliiltnt to Sir Franck WaUk^him, the \Ath of Augutt, 1584, 
from Berwick, 

Sir, " V 

Cgdw. According to my former letters, touching my meet- 
ing with the earl of Arran upon Wednesday last, there 
p. ^4. came hither to me from the earle, the justice clerk, and 
Sir William Stuar't, captain of Dumbarton, both of the king’s privie 
council, to treat with me about the order of Our meeting, referring 
wholly to me to appoint the hour, and the number we should meet 
withal ; so as we concluded the place to be Foulden, the hour to 
be ten o’clock, and the number with ourselves to be 1 3 of a side ; 
and the rest of our troops to stand each of them a mile from the 
town ; the one on the one side, the other on the other side, so as 
our troops were two miles asunder ; I was not many horsemen, 
but I supplied it with footmen, where I had 100 shot on horse, but 
they were very near 500 horse well appointed : According to which 
appointment, we met yesterday, and after some congratulations, 
the earle fell in the like protestations of his good will and readiness 
to serve the queen’s majesty, before any prince in the world, next 
his sovereign, as he had done heretofore by his letters, and rather 
more; with such earnest vows, as unless he be worse than a 
devil, her majesty may dispose of him at her pleasure ; this being 
ended, 1 entered with him touching the cause I had to deal with 
him, and so near as I could, left nothing unrehearsed that I had to 
charge the king or him with any unkind dealing toward her ma- 
jesty, according to my instructions, which without any delay he 
answered presently, as ye shall perceive by the said answers sent 
herewith ; but I replying unto him he ampliBed them with many 
moe circumstances, but to this effect. Then I dealt with him 
touching the point of her majesty’s satisfaction, for the uttering 
such practices as has been lately set on foot for the disquieting of 
her majesty and her estate, who thereof made sundry discourses, 
what marriages; have' been offered to his majestie by sundrie princes, 
and by what means the earle has Sought to divert them, and for 
what^ causes; the one, for that be marriage with Spain or France, 
he must also alter his religion, which, as he is sure the king will 
never doe,, so willhe never suffbr him to hearken unto it, so long 
he bathCRuy credit with him ; he denys nd^t but the king has 
be^ dealt withal be practices to deal against her majesty, which 
he has so far denied and refused to enter into, as they have left 
dealing thehsin, but whatsoever the king or he knoweth therein, 
theVe shall be nothing hidden from ’ tier majesty, as her majesty 
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surdy it seems by his speeches, that if 
the l^isg wo^ld. y^e^ed thereunto there had been do small 
compnij'^clf^f^ch. in Scotland ere hW to disquiet lier majesty* 

^ni9^^bein9: ended^ I dealt with him earnestly for the stay of 

this parliament, which now approacheth ; or at the least that there 
may bejiothing done therein, to the prejudice of these noblemen 
and others npw in England, fqr the forfaulting of their livings and 
gopds ; hereupon, he made a long discourse to me, first of the earl 
of Angus dealing about the earl of Morton, then of his going out, 
notwithstanding. of sundrie gracious offers the king had made him, 
then of the ypad of lluthven, how that presently after they had the 
king's majesty, in their hands, they imprisoned himself, dealt with 
the king for puUing of the duke out of the realme, the king re- 
fused so to do, they told him plainly that if he would not he should 
have the earl of Arran!s head in a dish ; the king asked what of- 
fence the earl had made ? and they answered it must be so, and 
should be so ; hereupon for the safeguard of Arran’s life, the king 
was content to send away the duke, and yet Arfan afterwards 
sundrie times in danger of his life ; I alledged unto him the king’s 
letter to the queen’s majesty, and his acts in council, that they 
had done nothing but for his servise, and with his good liking and 
contentment, who answered me, he durst do no otherwise, nor 
could not do any thing but that which pleased them, with such a 
number of other their dealings with the king whilest he was in tlieir 
hands as are too long to be written, and too bad if they were true; 

I said the king might have let the queen s majesty's ambassador 
have known his mind secretly, and her majesiy would have relieved 
him ; he answered, that the king was not ignorant that the appre- 
hensions in that manner proceeded from Mr. Bow’s practice, and 
thereby durst not impart so much to him, 
content, and did give remission to as many as would acknowledge 
their faults, and ask remission, and such as would not, ' 

fit to banish, to try their further loyJlty, 

spired the king’s second apprehension, and the killing . 

and others, and seduced the ministers to their ^ 

satisfied with these conspiracies a^ treasonable e g { 
terms them), are entered into a third, being in England under her 
majesty’s protection to dishonour her majesty as far as 

r„i, s r:“»' 

t s. s®., Jt .j. .f a™ 

home the eaxles to take the charge of the king ^ ^ 

is by Drummona confessed, and by the J 

grJtJy denied, and the constable of the castle thereupon fled, the 
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earl brought Drummond vitb him aa fmr ea LaugtOD^| where be lay, 
to have confessed the oonspiracy before me, but l^Ving al his 
lighting reeved a blow on to leg with a horse, so as be could 
bnog him no further, t replied that 1 thought verily they would not 
work any such practices in respect of the queen's majesty, abiding 
wkhia her realme, and if there be any such practices, they have 
proceeded from others, aud they not privte unto them : and that if 
it be not apparently proved against them, that it will be thought to 
be some practice to aggravate the fault, and to moke them the 
more odious to the king. He answered me, that it should be 
proved so sufficiently, that they should not be able with truth to 
deny it, for their own hands is to be showed to part of it, and there- 
fore concluded, that if her majesty should so press the king for them 
at this time that would rather hinder this matter of amity, nor fur- 
ther it, and that since they seek chiefly bis life, he could not, in any 
reason, seek to do them any good ; and besides he assured me, that 
if he would, he dare not, this last matter being fallen out as it is; and 
sorely if this matter had not fallen out, I would not have doubted 
the restoring of the earl of Mar very shortly, if her majesty would 
have employed me therein, but for the earl of Angus, I perceive the 
king is persuaded that both he, and the rest of the Douglasses, have 
conceived so mortall an hatred against him and the earl of Arran, 
about the death of the earl of Morton, as if they were at home, to- 
morrow next, they would not leave to practise and conspire the 
death of them both, and therefore a hard matter to do any thing for 
him ; finally, he concluded and required me to assure her majesty 
from the king, that there shall nothing be hid from her, nor any 
thing left undone that may satisfie her majesty with reason, and that 
the king shall never do any thing, nor consent to have any thing 
done in her prejudice, so loug as he had any credit with him, or au- 
thority under him. Having this far proceeded, he desired to shew 
me his commission, 'which is^under the great seal, to himself only, 
which is as large es umy be, and yet sundrie of the privie councel 
there with him., but not one in commission, nor present, nor near us 
all this time, having spent almost five hours in these matters ; he 
presented to roe the master of Gray, who delivered to me a letter 
from the king in his commendation, .whom I perceive the king means 
to send to her majesty, and therefore requires a safe-conduct for his 
passage, which I pray yow procure, and to send it so soon as you 
may. I let him understand of the lord Seaton’s negociation with 
the French king. He swore to me, that Seaton was but a knave, 
aqd lhat it was partly against his will, that he should be sent thither. 
But his commission and instruction being of no ‘ great importance, 
heyielded the sooner ; and if Seaton has gone beyond his instruc- 
tions^ which Arran drew himfelf, he wiU make Seaton smart for it. 
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Totfcl^ WiUiMn Newgate and Mark Golgan.he protested he 
never bc*rd^ any such ; he says there was a little poor soul with 
a Waek beard, come thither a-begging, who said he was an enemy 
to Desmond, to whom he gave a croun, but never heard of him 
since, and for any ScoU man going into Ireland, he says there is no 
such matter; if there be, there may be some few raskals that he 
knows not of ; touching the coming of any Jesuits into Scot- 
land, he says it is but the slanderous devise of the king's enemys, and 
such as would have the world believe the king were ready to revolt 
iu religion, who the world shaU well see will continue as constant 
therein, as what prince soever professed it most ; and the earle him- 
self dos protest to me, that to his knowledge, he never saw a Jesuit 
in his life, and did assure me if there was any in Scotland, they 
should not do so much harm in Scotland, as their ministers would 
do, if they preach such doctrine as they did in Scotland ; and toucli- 
iug one Ballanden, of whom I wrote to yow, I heard from Mr. Colvil, 
the earle avows constantly that he knows not, nor hath not heard ol‘ 
any such man, but he would inquire at tbejustice clerk, and would 
inform me what he could learn of that ; thus I have made yow ns 
short a discourse as I can of so many matters, so long discoursed 
upon, but these are the principal points of all our talk, so near as I 
can remember it, and for this time I commit yow to the Almighty. 
At Berwick the 14th of August, 1584. 

TbeJ king is very desirous to have 
my son Robert Carrie to come to him. 

I pray you know her Majesty’s pleasure. 

ArraiCs Answers to the grieffs or articles proponed to the Lord llmsdancy 
set down in another form. 

As to the strait and severe persecution of all such, as have been 
noted to have been well affected to the queen’s majesty, it cannot 
appear they were either for that cause punished, or hardly dealt, with, 
since his majesty of late has been so careful and diligent to choice 
out good instruments to deal betwixt her majesty and liim, as his 
majesty has done in electing of your lordship and me ; besides that 
in all their accusations, their good will and affection born to her 
majesty was, at no time, laid to their charge, but capital actions of 
treason many way tried now be the whole three estates, and more 
than, manifest to the world. 

As for his mi^esty inhibiting, by public proclamation, such as were 
banished, not to repair in England ; the bruits and whisperings that 
came to his majesty’s ears, of their conspiracies and treasons, which 
since ayn they accomplished, so far as in them lay, moved his ma- 
jesty to inhibit them to repair to any place, so near his majesty’s 
realm, lest they should have attempted these things, which shortly 
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farther off, asid laoredistant hoQi fay «fca and 

l^il« 

f As f(^ r^Kseptiosi of Jesuits, and q^ers, her maj^ty's fugitives, 
in4 Jf^^hreriog theni acoprfmg tahis promise, as your lordship 
pr^pqmes, hia majesty would be moat glad, that so it might fall oat 
By^your lordship’s, tm fugitive of either realms should 

be received of either, and when so shall be, it shall not fail on his 
;mejesty’8 part, albeit in very deed this time bygone his majesty has 
been constrained to receipt her majesty’s mean rebells and fugitives, 
contrar- his good natutall, since her majesty hath receipt, in effect, 
the whole and greatest rebells and traitors his majesty in his own 
blood ever had ; as for the agreement with his majesty’s mother 
anent their association, his majesty has, commanded me, in presence 
of your lordship’s servant, to assure her majesty and your lordship, 
in his majesty’s name, that it is altogether false, and an untruth, nor 
any such like matter done yet. 

His majesty has also commanded me to assure your lordship, that 
it is also false and untrup, that his majesty has, by any means direct 
ormdirect, sent any message to the pope, or received any from him; 
or that his majesty has dealt with Spain or any foreigners, to harm 
her majesty or her realm, which his majesty could have no honour 
to do, this good intelligence taking place, as I hope in God it shall. 

As concerning the contemptuous usage of her majesty’s ministers 
sent uuto his majesty, his majesty used none of them so, and if his 
majesty had, sufficient cause was given by them, as some of their 
own writs do yet testify ; as I more particularly showed your lord- 
ship at Foulden at our late meeting. 

No.XLIV. (Vol. II. p. 98.) 

The Scottish Q^ueefCs offers upon the effect of her liberty propounded by 
her Secretary NaWy November 1584. 

Colt. Lib. queen my mistress being once well assured of your 

CaHg. c. 8. majesty’s amity, 

A Copy. \yill declare openly that she will (as it is sincerely 

' ^er meaning) straitly ' to join, unto your majesty, and to the same to 
yield and be^ the chief honour and respect, before all other kings 
and princes in Christendom. 

2. She will swear, and protest solemnly, a sincere forgetfullness 
of all wrongs which she may pretend to have been done unto her in 
thill realm, and will never in any sort dr manneT' whatsoever, shew 

. ofence for the same. 

3. She will avow and acknowledge, as well in her own particular 
iiame, as also for . her heirs and. others descending of her for ever, 
your majesty, fbr just, true, and lawful queen of England. 
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4. cons^uentiy, will renoimce, ad well for herself as for her 
«aid heirs, ai^’i^Ms and pretences which she may claim fo the crown 
of England, during your me^esty’s life, and other’prejudice. 

5. -She will revoke all acts and shews, by her heretofore made, of 
pfetehde to this said crown to the prejudice of your majesty, as may 
be the taking of the arms and stile of queen of England, by the com- 
mandment of king Francis her late lord and husband. 

6. She will renounce the pope’s bull for so much as may be ex- 
pounded to -turn in her favour, or for her behoof, touching the de- 
privation of your majesty, and will declare that she will never help 
and serve herself with it. 

7. She will not prosecute, during your majesty’s life, by open force 
or otherways, any public dC^claration of her right in the succession 
of this realm, so as secret assurance be given unto her, or at the least 
public promise, that no deciding thereof shall be made in the pre- 
judice of her, or of the king her son, during your majesty’s life, nor 
after your decease, untill such time as they have been heard there- 
upon, in publick, free, and general assembly of the parliament of the 
said realm. 

8. She will not practise, directly or indirectly, with any of your ma- 
jesty’s subjects, neither within nor out of your realm, any thing tend- 
ing to war, civil or foreign, against your majesty and your estate, be 
it under pretext of religion, or for civil and politick government. 

9. She will not maintain or support any of your subjects declared 
rebels, and convicted of treason against you. 

10. She will enter into the association, which was shewed her at 
Wingfield for the surety of your majesty’s life, so as there be mended 
or right explicated some clauses which I will shew to your majesty, 
when 1 shall have the copy thereof, as I have before time required. 

11. She will not treat with foreign kings and princes, for any war 
• or trouble against this state, and will renounce, from this time, all en- 
terprises made or to be made in her favour for that respect. 

12. Furthermore, this realm being assailed by any civil or foreign 
war, she will take part with your majesty, and will assist you in your 
defence with all her forces and means, depending of hei self and with 
all her friends of Christendom. 

13. And to that effect, for the mutual defence and maintenance 
of your majesty, and the two realms of this isle, she will enter with 
your majesty in a league defensive as shall be more particularly ad- 
vised, and will persuade as much as in her, the king her son to do 
the like. The leagues with all parts abroad remaining firm, and espe- 
cially the antient league between France and Scotland, in that which 

shall not be against this present. 

14. She will enter into a league offensive, having good assurance 
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or seeret declaration and acknowledgement of her right in the 8uc> 
cession of this crown, and promise that happening any breach betwixt 
: France and this realm (which she prayeth God never to happen), 
the just value of her dowry shall be placed for her in lands of the 
revenue of the crown. 

15. For assurance of her promises and covenants, she doth offer 
to abide herself in this realm for a certain time (better hostage can 
she not give than her own person), to which, so as she be kept in the 
liberty here before propounded, is not in case to escape secretly out 
of this country, in th^ sickly state she is in, and with the good order 
which your majesty can take therein. 

16. And in case your majesty do agree to her full and whole de- 
liverance, to retire herself at her will out of this realm, the said queen 
of Scots she will give sufficient hostage for such time as will be 
advised. 

17. If she abide in this realm, she will promise not to depart out 
of it without your licence, so as it be promised unto her that her state, 
in such liberty.as shall be accorded unto her, shallnot be in any sort 
altered, untill after tryall to have attempted against your life, or 
other trouble of your estate. 

ISi If she go into Scotland, she will promise to alter nothing there 
in the religion which is now used there, she being suffered to have 
free exercise of hers, for her and her household, as it was at her re- 
turn out of France ; and further, to pull out every root of new divi- 
sion between the subjects, that none of the subjects of Scotland shall 
be sifted for his conscience, nor constrained to go to the service of 
the contrary religion. 

19. She will grant a general abolition of all offences, done against 
her in Scotland, and things shall remain there as they are at this 
present, for that respect, saving that which hath been done against 
her honour, which she meaneth to have revoked and annulled. 

20. She will travel to settle a sure and general reconciliation be- 
tween the nobility of the country, and to cause to be appointed about 
the king her son, and in his council, such as shall be fit for the en- 
tertainment of the peace and quiet of the country, and the amity of 
the realm. 

21. She will do her best to content your majesty, in favour of the 
Scots lords banished and refuged hither, upon their due submission 
to their princes, and your majesty’s promise to assist the said queen 
and king of Scotland against them, if they happen to fall into their 
former faults. 

22. She will proceed to the marriage of the king her son, with the 
advice and good council of your majesty. 

23. As she will pass nothing- with^lhe king her son, so doth she 
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desire tiiat he intervene conjointly with her in this treaty, for the 
greater and perfecter assurance thereof; for otherwise any thine 
can hardly be established to be sound and continue. 

24. The said Scotch queen trusteth, that the French king, her good 
brother, according to the goodaflfection which he hath always shewed 
her, and hath been afresh testified unto me by Mons'. de Mannissiere 
for this said treaty, will very willmgly intervene, and will assist her 
for the surety of her promises. 

25. And so will the princes of the house of Lorrain, following the 

will of the said king, will bind themselves therennto. " 

26. For other kings and princes of Christendom, she will assay 
to obtain the like of them, if for greater solemnity and approbation 
of the treaty it be found to be necessary. 

27. She doth desire a speedy answer, and final conclusion of the 
premisses, to the end to meet in time with all inconveniences. 

28. And in the-mean time, the more to strengthen tlie said treaty, 
as made by her of a pure and frank will, she desircth that demon- 
stration be made of some releasemeqt of her captivity. 


Objections against the Scottish Queen y under Secretary IVahinghames 
handy November 1584f. 

The queen of Scots is ambitious, and standeth ill afifected to her 
majesty, and therefore it cannot be but that her liberty should bring 
peril unto her majesty. 

That her enlargement will give comfort to Papists, and other ill 
affected subjects, and greatly advance the opinion liad of her title 
as successor. 

That as long as she shall be continued in her mujosty's possession, 
she may serve as it were a gage of her majesty’s surety, for that her 
friends, for fear of the danger she may be thrown into, in case any 
thing should be done in her favour, dare not attempt any thing in 
the offence of her majesty. 

November C What course were Jit to be taken with the Queen of Seots, 

1584. \ either to be enlarged or not. 


Colt. Lib. The course to be taken with the said queen may be con- 
^ sidered of in three degrees : either, 

1. To continue her under custody in that state she now is. 

2. To restrain her of the present liberty she now hath. 

3. Or to set her at liberty upon caution. 

i. Touching the first, to continue her under custody in that stale 
she now is ; it is to be considered, that the princes that favour that 
queen, upon the complaint she maketh of bard usage, are greatly 
moved with commiseration towards her, and promiiie to do their 
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iSn^lSmK^lbr heKrib«^f'% ^hkdt'piupos^ muHSten solicit 

^Ptfad t6lfipye them thaNind^^tb'pity he^ase^ehe acquainteth them 
iti^r offers made to her thajestyV which s^peai^ to be no less 
;]^^ble than reasonable for her majesty, so ks the refusal and re- 
ject^ giveth her friends a^d^ favourers clause to think her hardly 
' dealt withtd; and therefore may, with the better ground and reason, 
attemjpt somewhat for the Setting other at liberty, 
j vlt is also likely that the said qiieeh^pon this refusal, finding her 
case desperate, will continue her practice un^er hand, both at home 
and abroad, not only for her delivery, but to obtain to the present 
possession of this crown upon her pretended title, as she hath hi- 
therto done, as appeareth, and is most manifest by letters and plots 
intercepted, and chiefly by that late alteration of Scotland, which 
hath proceeded altogether by her direction, whereby a gap is laid 
open for the malice of all her majesty's enemies, so as it appeareth 
that this manner of keeping her, with such number of persons as she 
now hath and with liberty to write and receive letters (being duly 
considered), is offensive to the princes, the said qeeen^s friends; 
rather chargeable than profitable to her majesty ; and subject to all 
such practices as may peril her majesty's person or estate, without 
any provision for her majesty’s safety, and therefore no way to be 
liked of. 

Touching the second, to restrain her in a more straighter de- 
gree of the liberty she hath hitherto enjoyed. 

It may at first sight be thought a remedy very apt to stop the 
course of the dangerous practices fostered heretofore by her: for 
true it is, that this remedy might prove very profitable, if the realm 
of Scotland stood in that sort devoted to her majesty, as few years 
past it did ; and if the king of that realm were not likely, as well for 
the release of his mother, as for the advancement of both their pre- 
tended titles, to attempt somewhat against this realm and her ma- 
jastyv ^herein he should neither lack foreign assistance, nor a party 
here mtiiin this r^lm : but the king^and that realm standing af- 
fected as they do; this restraint, instead of remedying, is likely to 
breed these inconveniences following : 

First, It will Jnci^ase the offence both in him, and in the rest of 
the princes her friends, that misliked of her restraint. 

' Secondly, It wilt give them just cause to take some way of redress. 

- Lastly, It is to fc^e doubted, that it may provoke some desperate 
^-dispos^d persoiv nil hope of her liberty removed, to attempt 
' spmewhat 'gainst her majesty’s own person (a matter above dl 
others to be w^g^d), whu^ inconvenlendy being duly considered, 
it will appear maxufeBtl^/thflt the. restraint, in a sCl^ghter degree, 
t^ikely to prove atemedj|iabjectto vqri 1*^^^ eventki 
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ru . *«^ t**® “id queen at 

liberty, ministereth some cause of doubt, touching the manner of 

the liberty, m what ^ort the same is to be performed, whether to be 
continued here within the realm, or to be restored into her owh 
oountiy. 

But first, this proposition, before the particularities be weighed 
U to be cqnsidered in generality. ^ 

For it is very hard for a well-affected subject, that tendreth her 
majesty s surety, and weigheth either the nature of the Scottisli 
queen, being inclined to ambition and revenge, or her former ac- 
tions, what practices she hath set on foot most dangerous for her 
majesty and this realm, to allow of her liberty, being not made ac- 
quainted with such causes, as time hath wrought, to make it less 
perilous than it hath been, nor with such cautions as may, in sonic 
sort, be devised to prevent both her ambition and malice ; and there- 
fore, to make this apparent, 

It is to be considered, that the danger that was in the motlicr, is 
now grown to be in the son. He pretendeth the same title she 
doth : such as do affect her, both at home and abroad, do affect 
him (and he is the more dangerous for that he is unmarried, which 
may greatly advance his fortune; &nd that he is a man, whereby he 
may enter into action in his own person) ; where she is restrained, 
he is at liberty ; his own realm is now altogether at his devotion, 
and the party affected to this crown abased ; so as the matter duly 
considered, neither her liberty nor restraint doth greatly alter the 
case for perils towards her majesty, unless by such promises as 
may be nriade by way of treaty with her, the danger likely to grow 
from the king her son be provided for. 

But in this behalf it may be objected, that so long as the mother 
remains in her majesty’s hands, the king will attempt nothing for 
fear of his mother’s peril. ' ' 

To this objection it may be answered, first, That they hope that 
her majesty, being a prince of justice, and inclined to mercy, will 
not punish the mother for the son’s offence, unless she shall be 
found by good proof, culpable. Secondarily, That men will not be 
over hasty, considering in what predicament the king standetb* 
touching his expectation of this crown, to advise any thing that in 
time future may be dangerous to the giver of such council as may 
reach to his mother’s peril. 

And, lastly, The taking away of his mother, he being strong in 
the field through both foreign assistance, and a party here within 
the realm, will appear so. weak a remedy (which may rather exaspe- 
rate both him and her party, to proceed with more courage and 
heat to revenge^, if any such hard measure should be offered unto 
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her), as they will suppose, for the reason above specified, that no 
such extremity will be used. , * 

It may also be objected, that the setjting df her at liberty will 
greatly encourage the Papists both at home and abro^ ; but herein, 
if the provision be duly considered, that may be made by Parlia- 
ment both here and there, they shall rather find cause of discomfort 
than otherwise. 

These two doubts being resolved, and the perils that was in the 
mother appearing most manifestly to be seen in the son accompa- 
nied with more danger, with due consi^ration bad also of such re- 
medies as may be provided for the preventing of the dangers, that 
her liberty may minister just cause to doubt of ; there will be good 
cause of hope found, that the same will rather breed benefit than 
perils. 

Now it resteth, in what sort the said liberty shall be performed; 
if it shall be thought meet she shall be continued within the realm 
with some limitation, especially in that plac6 where she now re- 
sideth, the country round about being so infected in religion as it 
is, it is greatly to be doubted that will very much increase the cor- 
rnption, and falling away in that behalf. Besides, she should have 
commodity, with much more ease and speed, to entertain practices 
within this realm, than by being in her own country* 

If abroad freely without limitation either in Scodand or France, 
then shall her majesty lose the gages of her safety, then shall she 
be at hand to give advice in furtherance of such practices, as have 
been laid for to stir trouble in this realm, wherein she hath been a 
principal party* 

For the first, it is answered as before, that the respect of any 
perils that may bcfal unto her, will in no sort restrain her son. For 
the other, if it be considered what harm her advice will work unto 
herself, in respect of the violation of the treaty, and the provision 
that may be made in parliament here, it is to be thought, that she 
will then be well advbed, before she attempt any such matter, 
which now she may do without perill. Besides such princes, as 
have interposed their faith and promise for her, cannot with honour 
assist her, wherein the French king will not be found very forward, 
who, in most friendly sort, hath lately rejected all such requests, 
propounded either by her, or her son's ministers, that might any 
way offend her majesty. And so to conclude, seeing the cause of 
her grief shall be taken away ; the French king gratified, who is a 
mediator#)r her, and will mislike, that, by any Spanish practice, 
she sliould be drawn to violate her faith^ that the rest of the 
princes shall Imve no just cause of offence, W rather to t^ink ho- 
nourably of her majesty, considering the Scottish queen’s carriage 
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tow&rdf, befy which hath deserved no way any such favour ; .^e no- 
blemen of Scotland be restored, who will be a good stay of 
such counsells as may tend to the troubling of this^ realm, espe- 
cially having so good a ground of warrant as the parliament to 
stand unto; the charges and perills which her practices might have 
bred to this realm shall be avoided ; and lastly, the hope of the 
Papists shall be taken away, by such good provisions, as in both 
the realms may be made, whereby the perills that might .fall into 
her majesty’s own person (a matter of all others to be weighed), 
shall be avoided, when by the change that may grow by any such 
wicked and ungodly practice, they shall see their case no way re- 
lieved in point of religion. 


Reasons to induce her Majesty to proceed in the treaty under 
Secretary WalsinghanCs hand. 

That such plots as have of late years been devised (tend- 
Sr(p8 * raising of trouble within this realm) have grown 

* ’ ’ * from the Scot’s queen’s ministers and favourers, not with- 
out her allowance and seeking : Or, 

That the means used by the said ministers, to induce princes to 
give ear to the said plots, is principally grounded upon some com- 
miseration had of her restraint. , 

That the stay, why the said plots have not been put in execution, 
hath proceeded, for that the said princes have, for the most part 
been entertained with home and domestic troubles. 

That it is greatly to be doubted, that now their realms begin to 
be quiet, that somewhat wiU be attempted in her favours by the said 

it is also to be doubted, that somey^bat may be attempted 
by some of her fautors in an extraordinary sort, to the pcnll ol her 

■^at for the preservation thereof, if shall be convenient for her 
majesty to proceed to the Bnishing of the treaty, not long sithencc 
begun between her and the said queen. 


No. XLV. (Vol. II. p. 106 .) 

Letter of Q. Mary to Q. E&zabeth. 


Madame ma bonne Seub, 

M’assedrant que vous avez eu commun.catmn d une 
Sl'-B lettre de Gray que vostre homme Serter me hvra h.er 
viii. Fol. goubz le nom de mon filz, y recongnoissant quasi de mo a 
la mot mesmes raisons que le dit Gray m’escrrv.t en ch.fr 

• estantdernierementpres devous desmonstrantlasuffisai.ee 

. 2 z 


VOL. II. 
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^ boAi^ ini^ntioa (|a..peraoiiag«» tous prieri|y seukiQeAt suhrimt 
• ^i/^evantje .70118 ay Ijpuit iastaAtemeiit importune* que yous 

me pennettief dfssolaiicir ouveirtement ce poipt de Tas- 

' 80datuAi d^ntre moy ic moa filz & aie dessier lee loapa poa^ pro- 
«v«c, Itii ixanme je jugemy ^e requSli pqbr. i^ bkn & Je 
J||fc'.j?eoti«pr Toa VOU8 dia -d? puisaa ea rap- 

pcq^^de me^tir ca pet^t broiiillon, qtu persuade par auca'as.de 
V 08 > ministrei a entepria cette sepaiation entre.moy &;.iaon enfant, 
dp.pour y commence rje you&.auppU^ m’octraye^^^ je pixigae parler 
a ce justice-clerk, qqi Voua a BDuyetiement eiiyoy€ pour wander 

par luy a men fibs won intention sur cela, ce qui je me promis que 
ne me refuserez, quant qene seroit que pour demontrer en effect la 
boxuie^nteidjon que yona.^avez asseuree avoir a ^accord & entre- 
tien ^ naturel devoir entre la mere & Tenfant qui dit en bonnes 
termes estre empesche pour vous me tenant captive en un desert cc 
que vous ne pourrez mieux desmentir & faire paroitre vostre bon 
deair a notre union que me donnant les moyens d'y proceder, & non 
m*en retenir et empescher comme aucqne des vos miniatrea preten- 
dent a fin de laiaaer tonjours lieu a leur mauvais & sinistres prac- 
tiques enti^ nous. La lettre porte.que Tasaociation n’est pas pasa^e, 
aussi ne luy;ai je jamais dit, bienquqmon filz avoit accept^ ; & que 
nous en avidns convenu ensemble^ comme Tacte aign^ de sa main, 
& ces lettres tant a moy, que en France en font foy, ayant donn6 
ce meme temoignage de aa bouche propre a plusieurs ambassadeurs 
& peisonnes de credit, s’excusant de ne Toser faire publier par croint 
de Vous soulement, demandant fordes pour vous register d’avant de 
ce declarer si ouvertement estant joumellement persuade au con- 
traire par vos ministres, qui luy prometbyent avecque une entreire a 
Yorck le faire declairer votre heretier. Au surplus, Madame, quand 
Bion enfidl^. seroit si malheureux que de s'opiniastrer en cette ex- 
treme impiety & ingratitude vers moy, je ne puis penser que vous 
non plus qu’aucun; auli^e prince de la Chretiente, le voulissiez eu 
ce)a applaudit od tneintenirpour luy fayre acquerir ma malediction 
ains qu^,,p)litos inii^xddiulrex pdur luy faire reconguoitre la raison 
trop jdslA: ie eVidditt d^vant Dieu & les bommes* Helas & encores 
neiui vouloierj’encirter, mays donner avec droit ce qu’il tient par 
usjiirpation. Je me sois du toiit commisa a Vous, & -fidelenwbt 
ai^il vOuB plest que je ne en so^^ pis qu^aupravant, & que^ie' 
des tins ne^prevole desvantvla veiite des^vous, po«r bien 
relevant mdl, & la ]pluB grande afi9i<^on que me scaurroit arriver a 
seav^rtt perte de^mpAfits* Jeyoussupplie de me wander en cas 
.^||1 pSmste en m’escoonoisianpe dq devoir, que. de luy 
may il ,|i^ plaiit advouer. poiia l^gittigie roy ,ou royne 
; d^eqise,i*.fd4wraffies^f^^ avefj depart 

‘in reqwq7i.sanB plus 
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de ce ^ gcmtemk ^enfduii't votife en 
at«e ftotaat d^alfeditm jie tfeiotB 'i^bn cdsur op;»iraa^ d’l^uy. 
Pour Dieu MiVeneaVii^s de la protneaB^B ^ tti’aves fkites de tad 
preajdre eb yotre protection me rapportbnt de toitt a voub & dnr ce 
prian DIen '^Ul .vWefl ;viu^le preserver de touts vos enuetays ^ 
disBifiiuilea amyj^ oomme je le desire de me consbler & de tae veiigei'" 
di^ d|^ {tatcMass'ent un tel malhenr er^ la tae)^.& I'etifant 
Je i^seray .de vous troubler, mais non a m’ennuier que je ne receive 
qu^eS^e col^latldn de vous^ & de Dieu encore un coup je le slip 
pile de vdUB ^tdbr de tout peril. Futhbery xii Mars. 

Votre fidelement vouee soeur 

A obeissant cousine, 

MAaiB Q* 


A la Reyne d’Ang^ldterre. 
Madame uia bosine soeur & 
couBiite. 


No. XLVI. (VoLlI.p. 106.) 


A Tettament by Q‘. Mery, 

N. B. The following paper waa transcribed by the Rev* . Mr. Cra^ 
ford, late Re^us Professor of Church History in the University 
of Edinburgh. Part of this paper according to him, is written by 
Nau4, Mary's Secretary, the rest with the Queens own hand. 
What is marked “ is in the Queen’s own hand. 


CoirsiDEKAHT par ma condition presente 1 estatde vie 
humaine, si incettain, que persoune ne s’en peUst, ou doiM 
L. 16. ksseurer, sinnon soubs la grande et infinie misencordc at 

. 1.3. f^S m 

Dieu. 


p. 415- 


Fj Blliuutl DVUVO AH w — _ 

uieu. Et me vbnlant prevaloh d’icelle coWsre teius K» 

dangers et accidenS, qui ine pouiroient inopinement survetiit eh 
oette captivit6, mesraes a canse des grandi^ et lon^es mate w, 
on j'ay ete deten«6 jusques a present; j’ay advise tandis 
coofflioditfe. on raison en jugement, de 

saint de moname, eoterrement demon ooips, et ^ 
teen, eatait, & aefaires, pat ce present mon testament et ordoimah 
.de taoti dernier voloiit^, qui s'ensuyt. uw— 

Ad nom du Pere, du FUs, et du benorie St. Bspr^t P^.^^ 

ment,me recongumssant indighe 

env^dtbn Diei, quede sarisfactlon 

j'ay sbdfert t di^t je la loue sa bonte Et mtepp dyanf ur te ^c^.^ 
mon Sauveur e^RedempteUt Jesus ChnsC. ett ^ 

dtebei»»steatM<ltdid<teTrteit4,etss»pr«^ 

Mdriev^ todhlas 

pttlMt flierileldfc ihtcKMslon, estth 

■ 2 * 2 , 
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de feliq^^ etemdle. Et pour m’y fllcheiDiner 
•de^cueur fihiB tiet €t ^tier desp^tillahides a present tout ressenti^ 
meat des oaloiwiea, rebdU^|i^\ aultr^s offenses, qui me 

pourrok^t avoir est^ factes diirant pfii: ines subjetit rebelles 

et ati1tres,e;inemis; J’eii J<^et la v^geance a Dieu, dif le supplie 
leur pardppner, de mesme i^ection, que je luy requiers" pardons a 
mes fauUes,. et a tous ceulaet celles. que je puis avdii: offense de 
faicts ou de parolies. 

Je veulx et prdonne, &c, \The tioo following para^aphs coniain 
directions cpncermng the place and circumstance of burial.'] 

Pour 1 ^' contrevenir a la gloire, honneur, et conservation de 
TEglise catholique, apostolique et .Romaine,. en la quelle je veulx 
vivre et piourir, si le.prin^e d'EscosSe mon filz y puest etre reduict 
contre la mauvaise nourriturei qu'il a prise a mon tree grand 
regret en fheresie de Galvin entre mes rebelles, je le laisse seul et 
ttnictuB heretier de mon royaume d'Escosse, de droict que je pre- 
tende justement en la couronne d’Angleterre et pays qui en depen- 
dent, et generallement de tous et chacun mes meubles et immeubles 
qui resteront apies ma mort, et execution de ce present testament. 

Si non, et^que mon dit filz continue a vivre en la dite heresie, Je 
ce^, tranflfpqite,' at faicte don de touts et chacuns mes droicts^ 
que je pretetide Se puis pretendre a la couronne d’Angleterre, et 
aultres droicts, seigneuries, ou royaulmes en dependants, au roy 
catholique, ou aultre de siens qu'il luy plaira, avesques ad vis, con- 
sentement de sa saintet^ ; tant pour le voyr aujourdbuy le seul 
seurs appui de la religion catholique, que pour reconnoissance de 
gratuites favours que moy, et les miens recommandez par moy, ont 
ayons receu de luy en ma plus grand necessite ; et resguard aussi 
au droict que luy mesme peut pretendre a ces ditz reyaulmes ct 
pays, je le aupplie qu’n recompence il preign alliance, de la maison 
de Lorraine, et si il ce pleut de celle de Guise, pour memoire de la 
race de laquelle je suis sortie au coste de mere, n’a ayant de celuy 
de mon pOre, que mon seul enfant, lequel estant catholique j*ay 
tousjours vou^ pour une de ses filles, si il luy plaisoit de I’accepter, 
ou &llant tine de ses niepces marine comme sa fille. 

^VJe laysse mon filz a la protection du roy, de prince, et doca 
de Leriayne . et de Guise, et du Mayne, aux quelz je recommende 
et son estat en Escosse, et mon droict . en Angleterre, si il est 
eatholique,^ et^qiielle le parlie de ceste royne." 

Je. faitz don au ^‘comptfi de Lenox" de coniptfi de Lenox tenu. 
par. feu son pere, et commende modi filtz, comitie mon heretier et 
■Uti^sseur, d’obeyr en cest en droit a mon volont^. 

veulx et ordpnim toutes les somknes et deniers, qui se troveront 
par moys deues, tien .mis cause de droict estre faits Lohliven*' 
e^e prpmptejdent payee etacquittte, et tout tort et griefs repares 
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, par kft-iHUexecuteure desquelzJ'en charge la conscw^^^ Oultre, 

&c. {Folfpii) twa or three paragraphs toncenw^ particular kgacks. 
and.then t» added) Faict an manoir de Shefield en Angleterrc le jour 
de r M4 cinq cena soixant & dix sepL 

After a targe blank page follows in the queen's hand: 

. Si mon filz meurt, au comte de Lenox, au Claude Hamilton 
lequel se montrera le plus fidelle vers moy, et plus constant en 

religion, au yugement de dues de Lorraine et de Guyse, ou je 

le rapport fSur ce de ceulx aque j’auray donnay la charge de trayter 
avesqiie eux de par moy et ceulx, a condition de ce marrier ou allicr 
en la di& mayson ou par leur advis.” 

Folkm near two pages of particular legacies, 

“ Et le remets ma tante de Lenox au droict quelle peut pretendre 
a la cont6 d’Angous avant I’acort fait par mon commandement 
entre ma ditc tante de Lenox et le comte de Morton, veu quil a 
este fait & par le feu roy mon Mary et moy, sur la promesse de sa 
fidelle assistance, si luy'et moy encourions dangier et besoing 
d’aiyde, ce qu’il rompit, s’entendant secretement au les nos ennemis 
rebelles, qu*attemtprient contre sa vie, et pour cest effect pris Ics 
arines, et out porte les banieres desploiees, contre nous, je revoque 
aussi toute autre don que je luy ay fait de conte dc Morton sur 
promesses de ses bons services a advenir, et entends que la ditc 
cont6 soit reunie a la coutonne, si ell se trouve y partenir, comme 
ses trahisons tant en la mort de mon feu Mary, que en mon 
banissement, et poursuit de la mien ne Font merits. Et defends 
a mon filz de ce jamays servire de luy pour de luy pour la hayne 
qu'il aye a ses parents, la quelle je crains ne s’estende jiisques a 
luy, le connoisant du tout afiectionne aux ennemis de mon droite 
en ce royaume, du quel il es penconnaire. 

Je tecommende mon nepveu Francois Stuart a mon filz, et luy 
commande detenir pres de luy et s’enservit, et je luy laisse le bien 
du conte de Boduel son oncle, en respect qu’il est de mon sang, 
mon filleui, et ma est^ laisse en lutelle par son pere. 

‘‘ Je declare que mon frere bastard Robert Abbe de St. Croix 
9?a en que par circonvention Orkenay, et que le ne fut jamays mou 
iqftention, comme il apret par la' revocation que j’ay fayte depuys, 
et ete aussi faite d’avant la asge de xxv ans, ce que j aimois 
deliberi^r si il ne m’eussent prenner par prison de se de defayre 
aulx estate jfe veulx done que Orkenay spit reune a la couronne 
comme une de plus necessaires pour mon filz, & sans mayson ne 
pourra etre bien tenue. 

“Les filles de Morra ne parvient accessi heriter, aios revient la 
cont^ a la Courbnne, si il luy plest luy dpnner sa ou fille en 
marriasge, et il, aome I'en sienne ligne.” 
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. HkjCtueenri^Si^.^ 

]^»c<iT«d your- k^ir of ^ 
'5r. 'B. l»4' ift ^‘^s.W^^>?l^! ^»M"§|Bn 

^ ;!*<.:' IpipB ^lrt;«f d libe ot^erof tll^:«amo e^, 

4ip(!ted t9’ Wou'. de Md^itur, iii[ilNis8^6lr'''>for hls,«mBje8^/'&e 
. are ji^reeaBle to your princely 

^gni^. byd^ono'your higkneet ^ifWi;to know % true 
^^V-^^^^ bapUBipettt, itiid ofien untb.Qe-ili- f 8 T 0 tir if I shall be 
imiooeti^jw the h^ons facts opinmitted in. die person of your 
hudiand of ^ofod ni^Oiy, so by the other the said ambassador is 
n^let to daoihrd me, if your husband^s mu^er could be laid 
jusdy agpiUstmer ft at you could not.soUicitin.my cimse, neither 
yet for any persoa. tibahwas participant of that eaecrable fact,‘ jhnt 
would’ sepk dm leyenga thereof^ when.yoa drould hasp any means 
to do it; yonrmajesty’s offer, if'I;^ innmntof that mime, inmost 
ftvourald||, and your desire to know the troth of fte-aame is most 
'6quitable$^. a^ tteidftre th^t I should with all my simplicity, 
•W®*^y» ooswm mereunto, is most reasonahle, to the 

•nd' ftilt ,y«^P' J^^oely dignity may. bie?iny'help, if my innocence 
ahalb suftmndy^ppear, and procure, my oondemnation if I be 
culpable in any matter, eacept in the knowledge of the evil 
, disposedi ramds ofthOimestpart of your nobiUty against your .said 
huftand, mid not revealing’ of it>; nwch I am assured was |toffici- 
shtly known to himself, and to vidl'that had judgment never: so 
Htde in that nealm wkieh .,td^ I was constiained' to understand, 
as be, that was. spedaUy’ ee^fojed’betwiat the eaiiMor^, and a 
,geod^ nund)^ of your nobility, that theymi^t widi all* bnmility 
intercede d; your majesty’a hand fm his reli^, in auoh> matters as 
aimo^'qiedally contunedfibtfaedeelaratumi’ollowing, whichJ'am 
.wnetrained«ftnmycwnjnstifieation,by tills le^ to eaU to>yourma- 
jeety’c reD^tfftimicm . Notwithsihmdiogtiiat I amcwsuted, to my grief, 
the reading fteieof wiU not smaliyofikudyour^pimcelymind. It may 
{dense yoa|majestyto reosmdher, that’inthe yearofOod-lddd, the 
Morton, with divera other’ nobiUty a^, genU wafo 
..44^B|!|d’-p)Ws to your nmjesty, audi banished 'your, realm. Ibr 
^iaiwlant, imirditv.(mmtoitted ih your majea^.’* own chamber, « tjtpk 
ft®y hy<^iiwmu«dmf’^^ who 

■tondiiig,;^{||a^itiMn bc>w^ by^ftwa toaiibscribo-tiie 

vdmat^^mftr-tiiateffiKgivb^ of. that matten 

imipams imnDgftem,.it ^tpertuns tb-fese at tfais time.to.bn 

ft^ua‘;<trM’’it i» thal.Jiwaa oan^^t-ndmBer, that heavily 

ah^^Hhin Eranoo the time, of 
^to -humbly^ pi^* your 
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. brodier, the inost Christian king, to intercede that our offences might 
be p^o^ed, and your majesty’s clemency extended towards us, 
albe^ dkejrriof no stnall fetation, in that realm, was of the 
^iirioi^ tht^the said ffict merited neither to be requisite for, nor 
^et ^rdonedl ’ Always such was the careful mind of his majesty 
tomrds the quie^ess of that realm, that the dealing in that cause 
was comnritted to Mens', de Movish, who was directed at that 
time to,go into Scotland, to congratulate the happy birth of your 
son,! whoni. Almighty God of his goodness may long preserve in 
hapra estate, amd perpetual felicity ; the careful travadof the said 
de Mtf^ir Was so effectual, and your majesty's mind so inclined to 
mercy, that vdthin short space thereafter, I was permitted to repair 
in Scotland, to deal with earls Murrayt Athol, Bodvrel, Arguile, 
and secretary Ledington, in the name and behalf of the said earl 
hiorttm, lords Reven, Lindsay, and remanent cbmplesis, that they 
might make offer in the names of the said earl of any matter that 
might satisfy yOur mqesty’s wri^, and procure your clemency to 
be extended in their favours ; at my coming to them^irfter 1 had 
raenedthe effect of my message, Aey declared that the marriage 
^terixt you and your husband had been the occasion alreaiy of 
great evil in that realm j'and if your husband should be suffered to 
fdlovr the appetite and mind of such as was about him, that kind 
of dealing might produce with time worse effects; for help‘“g o' 
such inconvenience that nught fall out by that kind of dealing, 
thev had thouAt it cCnvenient to join themselves in league and 
band with some other , noblemen, resolved 

th«r natural sovereign, and have nothing to do with your husband s 
c^Lm wha^everif the said earl would for himself enter into 
that Sd and confederacy with them, they could be content to 
humbly request and travel by all means with your Jy ^ 
pardon, but, before they could any farther proceed, they deimcd to 

,»“r 

Kveted by me at Newcastle in England, where 

condesc^ed to ® deliberation I returned to 

to enter into the said band. With tnis ^ 

queens majes^ of unto them all, under con- 
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the sptee of two years, your majesty’s pleasat^^ 

which limitation we^y^sto mitigfLl^ -^ bumble request of your 
-nobility, so that eatl of liftprtoq to- 

pi^d into Scotland jto'^j^^^gaime, where ^earl of Spdvell 
and secretary to him ; apep^ passed 

amohgA then, as^Qra shalfhe 1 % jud)i^, 1 knew not^^ it l£at 
time, but alt their '^departui^ I ti^s ]$e<|^ted ‘by the said earl 
Morton to f^onip^^ the earl Bodvell^^q secretary to Edepburgh, 
and to return .with su'eh^ answer a, 8,they should pjbtain bTyour ma- 
iestyy which being given " to ipe by thd'say persons, "hs Qod shall 
be my judged ^as ‘hd other than Aese woMs, Schaw to the earl 
Morton that tjie queen will h^r no speech of that matter appointed 
unto him , when 1 crafit that the answer might be made more 
sensible, secretary ledington said, that the earl would, sufficiently 
understand it, albeit few or none at that time understand what 
passed amongst Aem. '4t is known to all men, als veill be railling 
letters pusSA betwixt the said qarl and Ledingtop when they 
become mwm as also ane buck sett furth by the 

mintSters,^Bwoio they affirm that the earl of Morton has confessed 
to them, bel^ his death, that the earl Bodvell come to Quhitting- 
aime to prepbd' the calllirg away off the king your husband, to the 
which proposition the said earl of Morton affirms that he could 
give.no answer unto such time he might know your majesty’s mind 
therein, which he never received. As to the abominable murder, it 
is known too by. the depositions of many j^crsons that were execpted 
to; the death for the committing thereof^ that the same was executed 
by them, and at the command of 'such of the nobility as had sub- 
ecrivit band for that effect; by this unpleasant declaration, the 
most part thereof known to yourSelf, and the remainder may be 
underatood by the aforesaid withesses that was examined in torture, 
,and that are extant in the custody of the ordinary judges in Sept- 
land,' my innooency, so far as concern any fact, does appear 
sufficiently to' your majesty. And as for my dealing aforesaid, I 
can be no otherwise charged therein, but as what would accuse the 
vessel that preserve the vine from harm, for the intemperahey of 
euch as immoderately use the same. As for the special cause of 
my banishment, 1. think the same has proceeded upon ane opinioiL^ 
conceived, ffiat I was able to accuse the earl of Morton of so mudh 
matter as they alledge hifi^elf: to have confessed before he died, 
and, would not .be mduced, tot loss of reputation, to perform any 
pari thereof. If this be thp occasion of my trouble, as I suppose 
it is^ what punishment T should deserv^^I remit me to your ma- 
jesty's better judgmeUt, ,wbp well kpb^rs how catoful ever ilk 
gentlemen shoul^ be of his fame, repumion and honour, and how 
far ever- ilk man shou^Ubhpv^tbe name of a .pultrb%n, and how 
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indecent it would have been to me to accuse the earl of Morton, 
being so near of bis kin, notwitbstanding all tbe injuries 1 ^as 
constrained to receive at Us band all the time of bis government, 
and bO other cause, but for shewing of particular friendship to 
particular friends in the time of the last cruel troubles in Scotland. 
So^ I be now to accuse him in any matter being dead, and more 
soriy tbat being on lyfif, be such kind of dealing obtained that name 
of Ipgrate. Always for my own part, I have been banished my 
Bative country diose three years and four months, living in anxiety 
of mind, my hbll guds in Scotland, which were not small, inter- 
mittit and disponit upon, and has continually since the time I was 
relieved out of my last troubles at the desire of Mons^ do 
Movisir, attended to know your msyesty’s pleasure, and to wait 
upon wbat service it should please your majesty for to coiomand. 
Upon the 8tb of April insU your good friend secretary Walsing- 
hame has declared unto me, that her highness tho*t it expedient 
that 4 should retire m^elf where I pleased, 1 declared unto him 1 
had .no means whereby I might perform tbat desire, until^uch time 
as I should receive it from your majesty. Neither knew I where it 
would please your highness to direct me, until such time as I should 
have received further information from you. Upon this occasion, 
and partly by permission, I have taken the hardress to write this 
present letter, whereby your majesty may understand any part of 
my troubles past, and strait present. As to my intention future, 
I will never deny that I am fully resolved to spend the rest of my 
days in your majesty’s service, and the king your son's, wheresoever 
I shall be directed by your majesty, and for the better performing 
thereof, it so shall be her majesty’s pleasure, to recommend the 
tryal of my innocency, and examination of the verily of the pre- 
ciing narration, to the king your son, with requesi that I may be 
pardoned for such offences as concerned your majesty s service, 
and var common to all men the time of his les aige and perdonit to 
all, except to me, I should be m bearer thereof myself, and be 
directed in whatsoever service it should please your majesty for to 
command. Most humble J beseech your majesty to consider 
ther^and to be so gmeious as to give order, that I ^ 
ni^antf to servie, your, majesty according to the 
m^ng, and so expecting your majesty s answer, ^r the kissmg 
your hand with all humility, I take leave from London. 


Sin, 


No. XLVIII. (Vol. II. p. 122.) 

A Letter from Sir Amos Ptmkt. 


I pro forbear, according to your direction signified 
in your letters of the 4th of this present, to proceed 
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la the execution of ^ co&t^^ of Mr. Waade's letters utito you, 
tke ^Slpmiiig of tUa k^euntf^eBaasy Bervants, and for the 
of wfite unto you my 

opinion as it notr fallj^ j^)by my letters 

Tth of' this I, doubt not, are with you before 

; but *i^aamo^i^ipt of your letters of the 5tb, which 
m uutH t^ 'B^ i^ tbeevenin^^ by reason, as 

did apfiw by lnd|^||leni^ thijy^imd beeh mistaken, and were 

sent bad;; to Wind^, after they wei^ ^entered into the way towards 
me, I^onsidered th^>hetug accoinpam^ only with my owti ser- 
Tuhts, it mlgbi be thought that dtey would be intr^ted to say as I 
wi^d command them^r and diei^i^re 1 thought good, for my bet- 
ter, dischurge Jh the|e money matters, to Crave the assistance of 
' Mr. Richard Bagott* who repdiring unto me the next morning, we 
had aCcesf to tbia^qnean, whom we found hr her ^d, troubled after 
the old own^^^ith a -defluxion, which was fallen down into the 
aide of h^ bereft tier of the hse of one of her bands, 

unto whomgl upon occasion of her former practices, 

doubtinjg ^ She wb^ld persist therein by corrupting underhand 
al^e bad members of this 1 was expressly commanded to take 

’A money into my hands, and to reW answerable for it, when it 
dtmll be required ; advismg her to deliver dm said money unto me 
with qui^efs. After mmiy denials^ many exclamations, and many 
bitter words against you (I say nothing of her railing against my- 
self), wit^||at affirmation that her majesty might have her body, but 
her heaa^.sne should never have, refusing to deliver the key of the 
cabinet, 1 caBed my servanb^ and sent for barrs to break open the 
door, Whel^el^)dn she yieHed^and causing the door to be opened, I 
found there in the coffers, mestipned in Mr. Waade^s remembrance, 
dve rolls of canvass, contamin^idve thousand French crowns, and 
two leather baga^ whereof the one had, in ^Id, one hundred and 
four pounds two filings, and the other had three pounds in silver, 
which bag’of silver was left with her, affirming that she had no more 
m^y in this house, and that she was mdeb^ to her servants for 
Gii^ cw wages, Mr. W aadeV note m^th nt^tiCn of three 
tell Yoir the i*oIfs left in Curie's chamber^ wherehi, no '^oubt, he was 
®i<w^kbned, which is evidets^as wCH by the testimonies 
and oaths of diveiue persons, km nlso by , probable conjec- 
tures I so ah' in truth W^^fcurid i^y tW rolls, eV^ of which con- 
tynelhi one thousand cl6WDs^%hi^ Was this gifte to Curie’s 

wife at her m^artiage. is ioun^ in- Naw^ chamber, in a 

cabinet, a chain wo|^h by^i&timntion ^e hundred pounds, and in 
money, in one bag fine hmidkd po^s, in % secohd^bag two hun- 
dred faurscpreUhd ink 'ppundsceighteen’ killings. :^^1i the foreSaid 
parcels ofmoney a^ htestoWWln bags; and sealed%y .Mr. Richard 
Dagot, saving five lkinihred%ounds of Naw’s monev, which I resenre 
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' ia my haftds^ for the use oif this household, and nay be repaid at 
London, where her majiQSty shall appomt, out dl the money Feceived 
lately by one of mj sempts, out of the eicbec|uer« 1 feared lest the 
peoj^e JOttiight have dtspmed this money: intaU this time, or have 
bidi^ the saine in some secret comers for doubt whereof I had 
cau^d all thfo'qu^n’s fanuly, from the- highest to the lowest, to be 
guaidiod in the seTeral places where 1 found them, so as yff 1 had 
not found the money witjb quietness, I had been forced to have 
geafolted first their lodgings, and then their own persons. I 
thank God wUh^altmy heart, as for a singular blessing, that that 
falleth out so aiselil^ foaring^lest a contrary success might have moved 
some bard conceits in her majesty. 

Touching the dispersing of this queen’s servants, I trust I have 
done so nmeh, as may sufficjs to satisfy her majesty for the time, 
wherein 1 could not tsike any absolute course, until 1 heard again 
from you, partly because her majesty, by Mr. Waade’s letter, doth 
refer fo^your consideration to retiijn such as shall be discharged to 
their several dwellings and epuntries, wherein, as it seemeth, you 
have forgotten to. deliver your opinion ; partly, for that as yet, lhave 
received answer from you of your resolution, upon the view of the 
Scottish fomily sent unto you, what persons you will appoint to be 
dismist ; only this I have done, 1 have bestowed all such as are 
mentioned in this bill, inclosed in three or four several rooms, as the 
same may suffice to contain them, and that their meat and drink 
shall be brou^t unto diem by my servants. It may please you, to 
advertise me by your next letters, in what sort, and for what course, ^ 
I shall Qfake their passports, as also, if they shall say that they am 
. ' unpaid of their wages, what I shall do therein. Yt is said 
that they haw been accuBtomedtobepsudof their wages 
.tow^ at Christmas, for the wl^ year. Her majesty’e charge 
somewhat diminished by the departure of thispeo- 
SeFreMh pie, andmy Charge by this occasion will be the more easy. 
unbuM- the persons, all save Bastian, are such silly and sim- 
dM-shtodi. „ there was no great cause to fear their prac- 

tices, aiul upon this ground, I was of opinion, in my foimer letters, 
that bU this ^missed train should have followed their mistress until 
.tiji.next icmovfli: aud .there to have been discharged upon the sud- 
'd4|,foi doubt ^t the said remove might be delayed, yf she did 

fear, or e*pec0(»y hard measure. ' . • 

Othws shall efcuse thmr foolisfi pity as they may ; but, for ipy 
partilrenouncelwpart of&e joys of heaven, yf in any tiling that I 
havftMid, Written, or doBOj^i have had any other respect than the 
fuithmuH! of Ifef majestj*! service ; and eo I ehaU most earnestly 
pi^ ypu to «0|rpi,for me, m likewise for the not seasing of the mo- 
n^yMr, MliiierB, the other commission^ and myself. I-trust 



428 SCOTLAND. 

Mr. Waade hath answared, in all humble duties, for the whole com* 
pany, that no one of us did so much as think that our commission 
reading only to papars^ might be bold to touch the money, 
so as there was no speech of that all to my knowledg;e, and as you 
know I was no commjssic^ep in this search, but had my hands full 
atTyxall, discreet ser^^iare not hastily to deal in great matters, 
without warrant, and especially where the cause is such as the de- 
lay of it carrieth np dangers . 

Your advertisement of that happy remove %[ath been greatly com- 
fortable untome. 4 will not say, in respect of myself, because my 
private inter^ hath no measure of comparison with her majesty’s 
safety, and with the quiet of this realm. God grant a happy and 
speedy yssue to these good and godly counsels ; and so I commit 
you to his merciful protection. From Chartley, the 10th of Sep- 
tember 1586. 

No. XLIX. (Vol. n. p. 133.) 

Letter from the Scott to Mr. ‘AnUhoM Douglas his ambassa- 

»'* dor m England, October, 1586. 

Reseuve up yourself na langer in the earnest dealing 
for^my mother, for ye have done it too long ; rad think 
An original ii<^^ that any your travellis can do goode if hir lyfe be 
hLhd takin, for then adeu withmy dealitfg with thaime that are 
the speciai instrumentis thairof ; and theirfore, gif ye looke 
for the cddi^euance of my favour towards you, spair na pains nor 
*plainnes ,in ihis cace, hut reade my letter wi^ttin to Williame 
Keith, and conform yourself quhollie to the contends thairof, and in 
tVn requeist let me reap the fruicds of youre great credit there, ather 
now or never. Fairwell. October 1586. 

Letter to Sir WilUam Keith^ a^assador in England^ probably from 
Secretary Maklandu 27, 1586. 

By your letters sent by this bearer (albeit concerning 
no pleasant subject), lus majesty thinks well of your ear- 
of Sir A. nestnesa and fidelity in your negotiations, as also of Mr. 
Sifolwi Archibald’s activity and dili^nce, whom you so greatly 
praise and recommend, 'I vvish the issue correspond to 
his majesty's' opinion, your care and trtvell, and his great diligence 
as you write. His msgesty takes this rijj^orous proceeding against 
his mother deeply in heart, as a ma^r greatly concerning him both 
in* honour cmd 'otheriirise. *Hie highnes^s ections , end behaviour 
utter plainly hot only how far nature pre^Sj^t also how he ap- 
prehends of tlie sequel of that process, and of wtat mpment he es- 
teems it. There is an ambassade sh^y to be directed, wherein 
will be employed an ehtl nhd two counsellors, on whose hnswer will 
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depend the continuance or dissolution of the amity and good intel- 
ligence between the princes of this ble. In the mean season, if 
farther extremity^beusedy and his majesty’s suit and request dis- 
dained, his highness win think himself dishonoured and contemned 
far besides his expectation and deserts. Ye may perceive his ma- 
jesty’s disposition by his 'letter to you, which you shall impart to 
Mr. Archibald, and both deal according thereto. 1 need not to 
recommend to you care, concerning your master’s service both in ‘ 
weill and in honour. As you and your colleague shall behave your- 
self in this behalf, so for my own part will 1 interpret your afiection 
to your master. I am glad of that I hear of yourself, and I do fully 
credit that you write of Mr. Archibald, whose friends here mtdce 
great account of his professed devotion to the queen, besides the 
duty he owes to the king's majesty her son. Farther 1 aiq con- 
strained to remit to next occasion, having scarce time to sctibble 
these few lines, (which of themselves may bear witness of my haste.) 
Wishing you a prosperous issue of your negotiation, 1 commit you, 
&c. Halyrudhouse, Nov. 27th, 1586. 

The people, and all estates here are so far moved by the rigorous 
proceedings against the queen, that bis majesty, and all that have 
credit are importuned, and may not go abroad for exclamations 
against them, and imprecations against the queen of England. 

No. L. (Vol. II. p. 136.) 

To the King's Majesty^ from Mr, Archibald Douglas, 

16 th Oct Please your majesty, I received your letter of the date 
1586. the 28th of September, the 5th of October, which was 
From the same day that I directed W'". Murray towards 

rt^Ifcollcct. your highness; by such letters as he carried, and others 
of Sir A. o-f several dates, your majesty may perceive that I had 
b! foi.^24. omitted nothiug so far as my travel might reach unto, 
anent the performing of the two chief points contained in 
the said letter before the receipt thereof, which by these presents I 
must repeat for answering of the saidis. As to the first, so far as 
may concern the interceding for the queen your majesty’s mother 
her life, I have divers times, and in every audience, travelled with 
this queen in that matter, specially to know what her full determina- 
tion mqst be in\.that point, and could never bring her to any further 
answer, but that, this proceeding against her by order of justice was 
no less against; her mind, than against their will that loved her best: 
as towards her life she could give no answer thereunto, untill such 
time as the law hath declared whether she was innocent or guilty. 
Herewithal it "was her pleasure thus far to inform me, that it was a 
number of the l^sociants that earnestly pressed her that the law 
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might proceed agemst her, gn^ refidbos thiU; eo \6o% ftt she 
offered to deal in loMers, so longHmdd never this realm be in 
quiet, neither this state in a$turanoe^' 4iid hs the end they used this 
protestation, that if ehe would not la follow Aefa: adrvibe, 

Unat they should remain without whatsoever jhould fall 

out; whereupon she hid panted theta libe^ to proceed, lest such 
as had made the request might hereafter have charged herself with 
inconvenience if any shouldi^pj^;:.. 1 ; , 

And by myself l lEniw ibis to speeA tq^ tone, because both 
Papist and^rf^testaathaB behaved, theiw, a8'§ hath been her plea- 
sure to declare, but, U]^ divers respects, the one to avoid suspicion 
that otherwise was conceived;^atnst t^c^, other upon 2 eal, and 
care that^they will belmown^ have preservation of their soye- 
reign’g life and state in this perilous tam, ufion Consideration where- 
of^ 1 have been constraiued to enter into some dhaUng with both, 
wherewith 1 made herfaiyesty acquainted; the Protestants, and such 
as in other matters ^1 belc^own to bear no smdl favour unto your 
majesty’s service, hath prayed that they may be excused from any 
dealing in the' contrary of that, which by Iheir oath they have avowed, 
aBd % ^eir speech to their sovereign requested for, and that before 
my coming in this country ; if they dtould now otherwise it 
would produce no better eibet but to make them subjebt to the ac- 
cusation of their sovereign, when" it should \please her to do it, of 
their inconstancy, in giving council whereby they might incur the 
dmiger of i^councetiors, and be consequent worthy of punishment. 
Such of the Papists as I did deal whh, wei^ immediately, and told 
her majesty What I had spoken tothein; who aRrait she undei;Btood 
the matter of befdie, sent for nto; send deciared tpme my own speech 
that 1 had uttered to them, wifitng me for the weU of my mai^r’s 
service to abstain from dealing with Rich, as w^ not yet sudkiliitly 
moved to think of my master as die did. I crlved leave of her ma- 
jesty, that I might inform them of yourmajesty’s late behaviour to- 
wards her, and the state of this realm, whereunto with some diffi- 
culty she gave her consent. At my late departure from court, 
wfaidi was upon the 5th of this instant, and die day after that the 
lords of this grand jury had taken their lesfves of h^ majesty to go 
northward to Fod^gham, it was bUr ^j^suti.to promise to have 
further speech in tide mattob^at the reto^ingof die said lords, and 
to give full answer acoordiog to mjesty’s contentment to the 
remainder mattersy that 1 had prp^^hr name of your majesty. As 
to the 2d fntrt con^^mng fhewrlejatifii, Ond i^esire that the promise 
made td the mas^ 6f Gray coheen^ your majesty’s title may be 
fulfilled' ; H appears by. ffie said let^ the very {mint where- 
upon the 9 ttotnm may bring yt^ migesty’s tkld^ doubt, hath 

not been rigb^^y lirntiiigW dsb toM cOtiSm&ed, wffich 1 
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take to proceeded for lack of reading of the act of parliameBt, 
wherein nil the promise made by t^e queen to the said 

mast^, nothing may now cause any doubt to arise against your 
saidrdtl^» except that an opinion should be conceived by these lords 
oi this parliament^het are so vehement^ ai this ^ time against the 
queen your mother, that your majesty is, or may be proved 

hereajf|i^a0sen&gto her proeeediugs, and some that love your 
majes^a Service were^of that opinion that too earnest request might 
move a,gipund ^Hereupon, suspicions might grow in men so ill af- 
fected in that matter, which t tho*t might be helped by obtaining of 
a declafation in parliament of your majesty’s innocen6e at this time, 
and by reason that good nature and public honesty would constrain 
you to intercede $for the quCen your mother, which would carry with 
itself, vdthoutany further, some suspicion that might move ill affect- 
ed men to doubt* In my former letters I humbly craved of your 
majesty, that some learned men in the laws might be moved to ad- 
vise with the words of the association, and the mitigation contained 
in the act of parliament, and withall to advise what suspicious effects 
your miqesty’s request might work in these choleric men at this 
time, and how their minds might be best moved to receive reason ; 
and upon all these considerations they might have formed the words 
of a declarator of yo\ir majesty’s innocence to be obtained in this 
parliament, and failing thereof, the very words of a protestation for 
the same effect that might best serve for your majesty’s service, and 
for my better infbrmation. Albeit this was my simple opinion, I 
shall be contented to follow any direction it shall please your ma- 
jesty to give; 1 have already opened the substance hereof to the 
queen of this realm, who seems not to be offended herewith, and 
hath granted liberty to deal therein with such of the parliament as 
ma]^^ remain in any doubt of mind. This being the sum of my jwo- 
ceedingS in this matter, besides the remainder, contained in other 
letters of seversd dates, I am constrained to lay the whole oppn be- 
fore your majesty, and to humbly pray that full information may be 
sent .unto me what further to do therein ; in this middle time, while 
I shall receive more ample direction I shall proceed and be doing 
according to such direction as I have already received. And so, 
most gracious sovereign, wishing unto your majesty all happy suc- 
cess in your affairs, I humbly take my leave from London, this 16th 
of October, 1586. Your majesty's most humble subject and obe- 
dient servant 

• A Memorial for HU Majesty by the Master of Gray. 

Jan. It will please your majesty I have tho’t meeter to set 
J586. advertisements as 

hC^wn they came to my cars, then jointly in a lettre. 
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bandjntlic I came to Vare the 24th of Dec: and sent to W". 

Mr. Archibald Douglas to advertise the queen 
Vol.A«fol. of it, like as they did at their audience. She promised 
the queen your majesty’s mbj^er’s life should be spared 
till we were heard. The 27th they came to Vate to me, the which 
day Sir Rob*, came to Vare, where they shewed, us how far they 
had already gone in their negociation, but for that the discoXirse of 
it is set down in our general letter, Lremit me to it, only this far I 
will testify unto your tnajesty that W*^. Keith hath used himself 
right honestly and wisely till our coming, respecting all circum- 
stances, and chiefly his colleague his dealing, which indeed is not 
better than your majesty knows already! 

The 29th day of Dec. we came to London, where we were no 
ways friendly received, nor> after the'* honest sort it had pleased 
your maj^ty use her ambassadors ; never man sent to welcome or 
convey iis. The same day we understood of Mr. de Bellievre his 
leave taking, and for that the custom permitted not we sent our 
excuses by Mr. George YoUng. 

Tim 1st day of Jan. Keith and his colleague according 
to the custom sent to crave our audience. We received the 
answer contained in the general letter, and could not have answer 
till the 6th day, what was done that day your majesty has it in the 
general,, yet we was not out of esperance at that time, albeit we 
received hard answers. 

Tha 8di day we speak with the earl of Leicester, where our con- 
ferrence was, as is set down in the genersd^ I remarked this, that 
he that day said plainly the detaining of the queen of Scotland 
prisoner was for that she pretended a succession to this crown. 
Judge then by this what is t^’t of your majesty, as ye shall hear 
tt little after. ^ . 

The 9th day. we speak with the French ambassador, whom we 
find very plain in making to us a wise discourse of all his pro- 
ceedings, and Mr. de Bellievre we thanked him in your majesty’s 
name, and opened euch things as we had to treat with this queen, 
save the last pomt, as more largely set down by our general. 

It is tho’t here, and some friends of your majesty’s advised me, 
that Bellievre his negociation was not eflectual, and that the re- 
sident was not privy to it$ as indeed 1 think is true, for since 
Bellievre his periing, there is a talk of this Chasteauneuf his 
servants taken witkdtis whole papers .and pacquets, which he was 
sending in Frpce, for that they charge him with a conspiracy^of 
late agiinst the queen here .her life. It is allc^ged his servant has 
confessed the matter, but whom I shall trust 1 know not, but till I 
see proof 1 shall account him an, honest man, for>indeed so he 
4 ippear 3 , and one (without dpubt). who hath beed vary instant in 
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sdme df het majesty's friends in France to tiaye done .evil offices in 
her service, slMUild be my witness that my earnest dealing 

in tbis.sbioaiil sufficient testimony that all was lies, and that 
this knave;i^u6 wkbi' now had betrayed her, had in that done evil 
offices: .tie.desired n^, .seeing she. saw only with other folks eyes, 
that I shonld hb ways impute it to her, for the like she had done 
to himwlf by Naue his persuasion. I answered he should be my 
witness in that. 

The 9th day we sent to -court to crave audience, which we got 
the 10th day ; at the first, she said a thing long looked for should 
be welcome “vifhen it comes, I would now see your master's ofifers. 

I answered, . joe .man makes offers but for some cause ; we would, 
add like yous'iinsflesty, first know the cause to, be extant for which 
we <^cr, airi likewise that it be extant till your majesty has beard 
us. 1 think it be extapt yet, but I will not promise for an hour, 
but you think to shift id that sort. 1 answered, we mind not to 
shift, but to offer from our sovereign all things that with reason 
may he; and in special, we offered as is set down in our general, 
all was refused, and tbo’t nothing. She called on the three that 
were id the house, the barl of Leicester, my lord admiral, and 
chamberlain, and very despitefully repeated all our offers m pre- . 
sence of them all. I opened the last part, and said, madam, for 

what respect U it that men deal, against your person or estate for 
her cause t She answered, because they think she shall succeed 
to me, and for that she is a Papist; appearingly said I both the 
cauibs may be rddoved, she said she would be glad to understand 
it. If, ma^, saici I, all that she has of nght of succession were 
in the king our sovereign’s person, were not “P'J* 

removed ? She awwered, I hope s0. Then, madam. J.**"*^ the 
queen his mother shall willingly demit all her rights in '’■* 

Then 1 said, if she have no right. «PP«^'“e’y J^tfor her 
already, so that it ianot^ be feared that any ““ *^“7^ 

The queen answered, but^the Papists allow , ussiBnatioh' 

then lej it fall, says I, id the tog’s person 

The e«l of I^cestet , answered, she is a p n ^ ^ 

demit? I answered, the demfcsto.is to her 

all the friends she L in Euroffe, tod i“ “v^S^^^Ater 

any at«mpt..a|ttis the queen here 

to prove or asaigoi^t'on frimnd* for 

VOt. II. 2 F 
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hiiDy having bonded £br efficacy .oif it with his majesty of before. 
The queen made as she cwld. cctopreheod my meaning, and 
opened tte matter ytt made ^ ^tt^'-sbe un- 

derstood wt. So earl of^iieieeBttrlin^iBv^ed th^tmip meaning 
was, diat the king should be *pttt ih huynodber’s - Is it so, 

the qiHeen ans^^.' then I h| a . worse case than of 

bfefote;lajy God’s that for 

A dutclyat an^barldom to yc^^, you ^ would cause 

someofyi^ de^feate knaves kiU-'me^ Nit>, by God, he diall 
hoM be in ihit’ I i^ciwdi^ pa mWifes - nothing of your 

mi^ty but pi^y ^ his mo^er. pf^LeiCestor answered, 

that were to ma^e him palti%) injibi*istjpeBS* I said, he 

will be fkt meue party, if be in ^r plaOe through her death. 
She woiiia stay ri^loiiger, but saTd^oWa^ Imve a worse in 
his mother’s pj^e. And said, tdl your Idi^' what good^I have 
done for him holding the ' erbwh on his head since hb was bbm, 

and that I mind to keep tte league that now ^nds between us, 
and if he break it sh^ be a^douWe fault, and Jwith this minded to 
r khvei blid^^ a ferev^ell; butwb achevit (i! e. finished arguing 
l^h th^ point):' And I spike craving of her that her life may be 
"spared for 16 days ; she refosed. 1Sir RolP/ craved for only eight 
days ; the said, not for ah hour ? nad so geid her awayJ Your 
nuyesty seea^^we haiji delivered all wb Had for offers, but all is for 
nothing, for she an^ her coubcel has laid a detcrminatioii thpt they 
inind to .follow forthV and I see it comes rather of her council than 
herself, which 1 like the worse without doub^ sir, it shall cut 
off all foiendship. ye bad here^^^^o’ 4t were that mice they had 
rneaned weH to your y^Temembering themselves, that 

they have meddled with joUr mother^s^ b£S^, good faifo they 
cannot hcq^^l^eat good of ybnrself, a thll%^l(|^^th I.am sbiTy for ; 

may perceive by this llit disoouxse of that I 
prdpoi^ tf ' they had meai^ well to yonr mijesty, they had used 
it otherlifoe than they have done, ' for lensdo has bound them. 
But I . dare^sot write alL I foiild eometl^g to speak in this 
mnttbr,' because we look shurly . ooT lettelrS' shall be trussit by 
■the way., \ 

For dkli I sea private cc^it nor^^lffoai^^can alter their de- 
terimirii^i iUdl^^rile ^jueeii ajgaki^^a the eari^ of Leicester has 
derir^%;'iM^"';W^ m6fopaxricularf^ speak, nor 

let all min see that 1 In particular 
>S^:W WM^^ed ^ Ebghi^, but for riie bmmt of your majesty’s 
.iir^mlj^pilbrit^atthls tmo { obuJdi^ iHMtuatefo^ 1 desir^, 
yut hi it shaU^be num^ested m We 

afe,'wdW^ng, mi to mve %ti 4 ^l^^,-whei^.^^'nund use 
'lAiirply ous^msuuctaions, wluiihkhierfb^huveusl^ 
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for we een, for your hdiMw*» cause* say no less for your majesty 
thau the Fnench ambaas^ior has said for hjs mastfsr. 

in^t|:ieonsider my upright dealing in your 
service, the effjoCj for hadstheen doablc~(i. e, possible to 

bb done) by aiiy I mlg^tl^re here had credit; but being*l came 
only for that j( wi]J.iiot my credit ahaU serve here to any 

furdiei;purpQae* 1 pray Qod preserve your mmesty^ and tend you 
a true and tidcere friendship. From Lond(m thi 12lh of Jan 
1686. . ^ 

1 understand .the queen itffo. send one of her own tbyour miyifsty* ' 

To the Hon, my liiii yke^ChmceUor and Secretary to His 

Mcgesty^ from the Matter of Gray, 

iMJsn. JKt loirdi I send you these lines with this indosed to 
his in^esiy* whereby your lordship shall understand how 
the Clot ^ matters ^s here. And before all things I pray your 
!rDick*^ lordship, move his* majesty to respect my diligence* and 
Vd^A.* not the effect in this negotiation^ for 1 swear if it had 
fol. 179 . ]}eeh for the crown of England td' myself 1 could do no 
more, and Let not unfriends have advantage of me, for the world 
shah see that 1 loved/ England for his majesty’s service only. 

1 look shortly to find yout lordship friend as ye made promise* and 
by God I shall be to you if I can. W”*. Keith and I devyset* 
if mattm bad ^ne well, to have run a course that your lordship 
might here' been m credit and others disappoieted* but now 
I will do. for you as for tny^lf ; which is to care for no credit here* 
for in conscience they mean nok'h^esty to the king our sovereign* 
and if may* he will go the jiet his mother is gone* or shortly 
to go*, therefore rnyfo^* .without all kind of scruple 1 pray you to 
advise Mm the b&lt:nj^ this vey- They say here* that it has 
been said by one hec^d it from you* that ye desired not the 
king and England fo ^gree, because i| would rack the noblemen* 
and gave esaifiple Qf^,by king Jamfo the Fourth, I answered in 
your name that J‘was assured you never had spoken it; Mr. 
Archfoald is ihe^^ak^ ofit, who I assure your lordship has been 
a poison in this matter, for they lean very mickle to his opinion. 
He ouee not he % at length the king will be fain to deal 
this way, eifoef W fair ipclans.ojr necessity* so that when he deals 
this oqiiwie he ijrwured to he welcome ; to .set down all *at is 
past of Ae like pnipose^ it would consuroesiiore pap^ thanl hare 
here..«o I dcdhr it to meet^; ^ There is a new coni^t^ alleged 

against Ae queea to haTObeea intended, for the French amhsIsBdor 

rwiden* th^ «f hi» toen taken, hot I think in the mul it sVmllprove 
notbine; l^tefi(«d, trbois embassadorfcrJhU queen in France, 
M eiatHt,ii8 l!g«their U tokqn here, always it has done this 

2 » 2 
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hftrmiti otir negotiation, that all this council wopid not move this 
queen to medle ^ith the queen of Scotland’s blood, till this inven- 
tion Was fotmd forth. I remit other things to the inclosed. 
We mlqded to have sent to his majest^a discourse^ which we have 
setdo'Wn of all our proceedings sinch^r hither coming, but we 
ar,e sureljr advertized *&ilt tfie bei^et iF'to be trussed by the Way 
'^&''bdr p^que|s a -that we de% ft till out^^< coming; this I 
have piif;in«a "’j^ivy'part beside tthe ^Cquet. shall, 1 think, 
take leave^pn Fry^y the l3th day, where we mind exactly to 
fplloW the iigOur of^bur instructipns, ,for ft cannot stand with the 
king’s honoiii* that we say less than the French ambassador, which 
was, le roy mbn himstre ne pault mOtns faire que sc resentir. So 
that about this 1 think, we shall, God; wiping, be at home, 
except that some stky come which we look not tor. The queen and 
the earl of Leicester has desired to spp§jr' With me. 1 refused save 
in presence bCmy colleagues, by rOason 1 see a. detefmination 
which particular credit cannot help, and ! crave no credit but tor 
that causes It will please your lordship retire' the intdosed ffom 
his majesty and. keep it.. So after < my service commended to 
yourself and hodfellow, I commit you to God. From London the 
lath of Jep. 1586. 

'To King's Majesty^ from' Sir Robert MelviL 

sothJan. It may please your majesty, since the direction of our 
o^aal fa '^or°ier letters, we had audience, and her majesty ajppeared 
his own to take our overtures 'in good part in presence of her 
theCollect albeit no olfe:ra could take place with them, 

of Sir A. having taken resolution to proceed with 'extremity, not 
pleased ber majesty to desire us to stay for 
days on taking nur leave, until she had advised upon 
>Our prigpositions ; since which time, her majesty is become more 
hard by . some letters (as we are informed) has come from Scotland, 
making sbme. hope to betieve that your majesty takes not this 
matter, io heart, as we know the contrary in effect, and had of 
before .removed the like opinibn out of her majesty*s mind, which 
by siniste^r information was credited, their reports has hindered our 
cotnmisW*^, a3id..a)>ased this queen, ^bariDg^in' the ,like manner we 
shall be stayed Until 'answer come froca Scotland by such persons 
as th^ bave intelligence of* .-And albeit that^it will be well enough 
known to all ^n b^-heavilj ybur mqjcsty takes this proceeding 
^4maE^, thb truth is, that they have^by^ thts pcoasion so petsuaded 
the qnelw^i^.^at it' ts like ^ to - hinder ^ negotiation. As also 
Alchinder i[t. Alexander) Steward is' 'to be directed in their 
% our knowledge, who has awantyt mouapCitis credit, than 
{‘ believe he ^may^perform, and we willed him to ^edSst from this 
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dealings Baying it doe« harm, and he is not meet for that purpose, 
remitting to your majesty’s good discretion to take order herein as 
we shall be an^werabl^ to your majesty not to omit any point we 
have in charge* as. the truth is, the master of Grhaye has behaved 
himself very uprightly and^discreetly in this charge, and evil tayne 
with be divers in these pa^ who were of befdte his friends. We 
have been behalding to the menstrals who has bOrn us best com- 
pany, but hai not been troubled with others. Wylzeme Kethe 
hath left notlling undone that he had in charge. As for master 
Archibald he has promised' at all times to do his dewoyr, wherein 
he shall find true report made to your majesty, craving pardon of 
your majesty that 1 have been so tedious, after I have kissed your 
majesty’s; hand I humbly take my |^ave. Praying God to grant 
your majesty maOy good days and happy, in whose protection I 
commit your majesty at London, the 20th of Jan. 1586. 

Sir, 

Albeit master George has not been in commission, he is not 
inferior in his sehrice to any of us, as well by his good advice and 
diligent care he takes for the advancement of your service, wherein 
we have not been a little furthered. 


To the Kings Majesty ^ from the Master of Gray and Sir liohvrt 

Melvil. 

91 st Jim ' Please it your majesty in the last audience we had, 
1586.* An since our last advertisement by W”. Murra% we find her 
ofiginal in jjijyggly ^t the resuming our offers something mitigated, 
and inclined to consider more deeply of them, before we 
Dick. Vol. got our leave* at our reasoning, certain of the council, 
A. foJ. 180. ^y lord of Leicester, Sir Christopher Dayton, my 

lord Hunsdon, and my lord Hawart being present in the chamber, 
gave little show of any great contentment to have her from her 
forn^r resolution, now cassin in perplexilie what she should do 
always we left her in that state, and since have daily pressed con- 
ference vrith the whole council, which to this hour we have not yet 
obtained. ThU day we have sent down to crave our leave. Ibe 
greatest hinder which bur negotiation has found hitherto is a per- 
suasion they have here that either your majesty deals superficially 
in this matter, of that with time ye may be moved to digest it, 
which when with greet difficulty we had e^pugnit we 6nd anew 
that certain letters written to theip of late from Scotland has^found 
some place of credit with them in our contrare. So that resolving 
now to clear them of that doubt by a special message,^ have 
made choice- of Sir Alexander Stewart to try your h^hness -s 
meaning in |ki,and to. persuade your majesty to like of their pro- 
ceed!^, iV&effom no terror wc can lay out unto him is able to 
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divert hon, he hai given out that he has credit with jOur majesty, 
nod that he doubts not to help this matter at jour highness's hand. 
If he come there that errandi we think your nu^ty will not oversee 
the great disgrace that his attempts shall give us here» if he be not 
tane order with before that he be further heard, and if so be thdt 
nay other be directed (as our intelligenee gives us there shall) our 
hmnUe suit is to yoar majesty, that it may please your highness to 
hear of us what we find here, and at what point we leave this 
matter with her miyesty, before that they find accidence, the causes 
whereof remitting to our private letters. We commit your majesty 
for the present to God's eternal protection. From London this 
21st of Jan. 1586. 

No. LI. (Vol. II. r 142.) 

Captf of a ktitr from the EarU of Skreoishurtf and Kentf toitcJiing 

their proceeJinge with regard to the death ef the SoftUih Queen^ to 

Her Majcntfi council. 

It may please your Hon“* good lordships to be advertized, that, 
on Saturday the 4(h of this present, 1 Robert Beale came to the 

house of me the carl of Kent, in the county of , to whom your 

lordship^s letter and message waa delivered, and her majesty’s 
commission shewn ; whereupon 1 the carl forthwith sent precepts 
for the staying of such hues and.cries as had troubled the country, 
requiring th^oiHcers to make stay of all such persons, as should 
bring any such warrants without names, as before had been done, 
and to bring tliem to the next justice of peace, to the intent that 
upon their examination, the occasion and causes of such seditious 
bruites might be bolted out and known. It was also resolved that 
1 the said ead of Kent should, on the Monday following, come to 
Lylford to Mr^ Elmes, to be the nearer and readier to confer wlfii 
my lord of Shrewsbury. Sunday at night, I Robert Beale came 
to Folheriogay, where after the conmumcating the conmiission, 
dtc. unto us Sir Amice Pawlet and Sir Drue Drury, by reason that 
Sir A. Pawlet was but lale recovered and not able to repair to the 
earl of Shiewsbury, being then at iJrtoii, six miles off; it was 
ihoaghi good that we & Drue Dnirfand Robert Beale should go 
unto him, which ta did on morning ; and together with the 
delivery of her majesty^ oonmisaiofi, and your lordship's letter im* 
parted unjtp him wbal both Ihe caii of Kent and wrihought meet 
J^bt done In tha oanse, pinying hit Jofdship hither the day foUow- 
Wff to oonfor with me the said end, concenibg the same ; which 
hmlofdsbippimnM And for the better edenring of the matter, 
I the said osrl of Shiwwebiiry sanlto Mr. Beale, p jpsjdce of peace 
of the oonnty of HuatingdoD neat adjoinhif, to dt o b 1 communi* 
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cated that warrant, which Robert Beale bad under your lordthip *9 
hands, for the staying of the hues and cries, requiring him to gire 
notice thereof to the town of Peterborough, cspcctaUy unto 
the justices of peace of Huiuingdunshire, and to cause the pumuert 
dnd btingors of such warrants to be stayed, and brought to tlie 
neat justice of peace; and to bring us word to Folhcringiy castle 
on* Wednesday morning what he had done, and what he sl^td in 
the meau time uodcrstaii^! of the authors of such bniitce. Which 
like order, 1 also Sir Annas Pawici had takrn on Monday momtug 
iii this towT), and other p’ »ccs adjoining. The same nighf the 
sheriff of tire county of Northampton ujwn ihi' rt oiipi of yonr lord* 


ship's letter to ArundcU and letters were scut to me the rarl 
of Kent of the carl of Shrewsbury's micniiou and mciling herr on 
Tuesday by i^oon; and ^"*hcr Utters were also sent wuh ihnr lord- 
ship’s assent to Sir Edward MonUgu, Sir Ituhard Knightly. Mi, 
Tho. Brudenell, Ac, to hv here on Weanesday by eight of iKc dock 
in the morning, at which time it was thought meet that the ex- 
ecution should be. So upon Tuc^^day, wo tho caiU CAinc htllH-r, 
where the sheriff met us ; and upon confereticf^ between u* ii tt,\% 
resolved, that the care for the sending for the surgeons, ami othci 
norcbsary provision ■ should be cummiited unto him against Utr 
time. And we forthwith rcp.aind unto licr, ami hist u» ihr 
presence of herself and her folks, tq the intent that they iniirht scr 
and report hereafter that slw was not otherwise pniceedcd with 
than according to law, and the form of the suiutt nude tti th- 
‘27th year of her majesty's imgn, u was thought convi tm iit that 
her majesty's comiuission should be read unto l»er, ami .ifWrwaftU 
.he was by sundry speeches willed pi. pare Imrsidt the 

neit mormiig. She was a!s<» pur iu remcoibraort' of her f mil. th. 
honorable manner of j^rocwiing with her, ami iU nuciiy that 
was imposed upon her majesiy to pioceed to i xicuUon, for ^ai 
otherwise it was found that ihiy could m t both Mand l<v<p ihrt. 
and however, aithence the lord Duckhursiis h»' 
conspiracies were utieropted, and wiiuld hi *un , 
since she bad now a good while siote wamm?, b? U- ^*d l<^ 
and Robert Bettle. to think upon and prifauc “ J'* 

doubted not but that abe wai. th., K-ttU- aod 

would Kcept lhi» ttmugt in good yart. Ami to ih. a ik« w 
Cbrntian duty migltt U iomI to be omitted, thm migte b*' for 
eotefort, andLid to .Im .J«tion both of bet 
world to come, we oftad uoio her lUt 
c«dbr with the biabop wd dcu of 
whkh derni. we bad. fer that 

wHhiiooedhofth-tplm*. Hcreu, ,hr reF»wd rm.mr »•* - '< 
in (tieittioc of the Falhei. the Son, and the »My Ohoti, " 
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that aha wu ready to die in the Catholic Roman findif lahich her 
ancestors profeased, from which she would not be removed. 
And albeit we used many persuasions to the contrary, yet wc pre- 
vailed notjliing ; and therefon^ when she demanded the admittance 
of her we utterly denM that unto her. Heretfpon she de- 
manded to understand what aiawer we had touching her former 
petition to her majesty, concerning beif^pcrs of accounts, and (he 
bestowing of her body* To the first #e had none other answer to 
make, but that we^lSioiight if they were not sent befiore, the samr 
might be in Mr. Waade*s custody, who was liow in France, ami 
seeing her::papers coaid not any wise pleasure her majesty, wc 
doubted hot but that the same would be delivered unto stich as she 
should upponlt. For, for our own parts, we undoubtedly thought 
that her majesty would not make any profit of her things, and 
Uierefore (in ouif opinions) she might set down what she would 
have dohe, and the same should be imparted unto her mf^eaty, of 
whom both she and others might cxpixt all courtesy. Touching 
her body, we^ knew not her majesty^'a pleasure, and therefore could 
neither say that hik petition should be denied, or granted. For 
tiic practice of DabingtoUi slie Utterly denied it, and would have 
inferred it that her ri^lh was for her religion ; wbercunto it was 
eltsoons by us replied,^ that for many years she was not touched 
for religion, nor should have j^en now, but that this proceeding 
against her was for treason, in that she was culpalde of that horrid 
conspiracy for destroying her majesty's person ; which she again 
dented, adding further that albeit she for htrsvlf forgave them tliat 
wen* the prot^urers of her death, yet site doubted not but that God 
would take vengeance thereof. And being charged with the de- 
positions of Niue and Curie to prove it against her, she replied, 
tiiut she accuaid none, but tliat hereafter when she shall be dead, 
and ilicy remiun alive, it sluiU be seen how indifitTcntly abe bad 
been dealt with, and whut measure bad l>ci n used unto her ; and 
asked whether it had Ikcii Inrard before tiiis, that servniiu hud 
been practised to accuse their mistress, ami hereupon also required 
what waa become of fheui, and where they remained. 

C|ion our departure from her. for that it stuned by the com- 
niUsion, that the charge of her wait in the disposition of us tJie 
uarU, wc required 8. Amiai Pawivt and S. Drue Drurie, to receive 
for that night the charge which they liad beibre, and to cause the 
whole number of soldieta to watch that night, and that h«r folks 
should be put up, and take order tli^toaly four of them sliould be 
at ibe execution, remaiuiiig aloof of and guarded with oertaiii fKrr- 
fons, so as they should not come near unto lift, which were Melvil 
\irr sifewaid, the physician, surgeon, and apothecary. 

WiHliirsday morniii|;, after that we the eaiU were reiMurcd unto 
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the CM^ md the sheriff had prepared all ilnncs in th, hM fo, ,he 
ex^utton, he was commanded lo go into ilu- c!,..vlHr ,n 
bnoB her down to the place where were prefer.,, .1,;.,. JJl 
signed this letter Mr. Henry Tall,o(. esq., .s,r Pkina.d 

Sir Richard Knichtly, knt., .Mr. Tliomas Unidnirll. Mr. li, 

Mr. Robert «iul John Win^efitld, IVIr. Kurn^i. and 
Benjamin Piggot, Mr. Dean of Pctcrborougrli, and oih. t*. 

At the stairfold, she paused to s|Miak to Mehd ui tnir hranne. 
which was to this etfecl, “MeUd, as thou ha*i bnn an hociest 
servant to me, so 1 pray thee continue to my k und cominmd 
me unto him. 1 have not impugn'd hii* religion, uor the rfhcivm 
of others, but wish him well. And as 1 furgivi nil thai luhc 
offended me in Scotland, so 1 would tliat he should aUu ; aihI 
beseech God, that he would send him hU Holy Spinr, and illuu>ii.ate 
him." Melvil’s answer w'ss, that he would so do, nnd at that 
instant, he would beseech God to assist him v^lth lus Spun. Then 
she demanded to speak witli her priest, i«hirh ilctotd unto 
her, the rather for tiiat she came with a *ii|K*rsUtiout |Mn of InniU 
and a crucifix. She then desired to have her woman to h» Ip hr?, 
and upon her earnest request, and saying that ulu i» odo r nth 
women were executed, she had read in chrotiicl|s that thry U^d 


women allowed unto them, it was pt rmiittd that she ihould haic 
two named by herself, which were Mrs. ('uric aiid Kvnnt'dy. 
After she came to die scaffold, (li>l iii presmcc of them all, het 
niajcstie*8 commission was openly rc.id; ainl anerwards Mr Drun 
of PeU-rborough, according to adiiiHlion whuh Ik had rrr*iwf|, 
tlie night bi fore, from us the < :irU, wou’d havr nMdt* a 
udiiioidUoii to her, to n pi nt and die well ii» tin* b .\i tjf Ci<Mt ar.d 
cliarily to the world But at do first entry. >lo uti-dy Mfu*rd if, 
saying that shr was u CatholMiuc, and thii if w* h a itrliy |<» mofr 
her bi iug su rt.solut* ly ituudi d, and that rair pr iv.i* would huh 
avail tier. Whereupon, to ih#' intint it dmi wc. at. 4 

the whole assembly, liad a Chnsliaii drsire lo tM%. h* t du wrll, a 
godiv prayer, cotrrcnwl by Mr. Itran. was read :ui‘i j iodoiok rd by 
us all. nini it would please Almigbtx tlod to her h#* H<dy 
Sptrit and grace, and also, if it wcfc In* wdJ, to p3r«b n a\\ her 
ofienccs, and of hm m^-rcy to rec'*n» h«'f , into lv.» imd 

evcrlasimg kiogih nri, und finally ii*bh*^ her an*! ttA* 

found all bi^r cm'iuics;'* whet* !,! Mc;..04su, tttiodiug tiQ Up 


shortly, can shew your lordship a tupf* 

This done, «h*‘ pfuiiouneeii a p*:4Vcr uji^nbei knee* to iKfarie* 

“ to U evh Ciod to * nd ber bis Ibdy Spirit, sud that sire tiusi' ^ 

to rcc» i%c he^r iailvaiJ*an in bis bbi<wJ, and ofKi* 

into his ktftgdutn, besoagUt f>od to forgivt lo-r cnemkt, as {<^t 
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^dMwii«to|tAqr!^ 

0Utt|]|^ toVWlftllAfAnnm^flDQ ■ 

wSSoSKrtl^ 

m- that 

TOt^'tNn^^y^tMr ^ 0yr di^gi|ii^ lenJ^tAare- 

Ui>o{dMif 

^ p "i^. to the contr^, ik teve 
*° to the lame ^t n writinc, 

** tosi* fcwis Nbaciibid. with ihe huwb oTiiich 

jert at Ihrigj#. ^ «> Sewachhij God lotttbbiM 
her mjeaty d^^amt proej^^M.aiidllo eeliihiiyM.^, 

^if lake IW 

Um nfc.of Feldinij Idtt, 

Hitr 
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No. m. (Vol. n. p. 146.) 

Oatuim, i* lie cmm^tkt ktt SttHid 
timpdmuiAf, I. Ee^lcrfptf* AlAr* 

AM. ui^ sA 


f yr inniHxwmyt 

; that kMiMfte mnabo^ utouort, «kini 
( thenh, wpaiii httwyaiQ^ wentaiy. to t«#«tdMi 

. A . ^ A 


k te )Mir lili^hBUit ittl 


■ama 

3. 

laMBtbaf 
laitan fl« . . 
i<(|im tfaaBi''li(ir anaiaeiB. 

i£.-jyt<a ^ M(i|Rt' difiica, 4f % nid cyianiliiiowiBiijtjB vnlt 
ki^B-to>alinMr ^ » 

1. llatlfae^M^Jdu at ain^iUbaratioo or m<elia| •totaatf^* 
eat, or eeineB, coii^niBg.dM cauae of tl» laid qaitab 
idn^dowodPli^lMijes^ vanaM^ppIo die oeouaif 
j^the lorda and (i&en of^^fiOa^ 

Ae ‘wutm pw^in vKafaV *H|pdaiic« paaaad afaiart 

"1l nj^^maadiSdiairthe procfanaadoa pubiiaU^ tbe 

■ame^ ^ vansurt after her dead^ aor toy other letter, er danf 
whatadtftareoBceOuBgthenBe. Aod, 
that the Odr thing which can be epaetaUy and iialy ivpaled to 
t^in^ ii cvrytog op the laid wi^nuit miUi hef to h* 

iigiied* Sliei«dingi^gTWit<»aniellbr iii^hi»»wHhW 
to cinyiiig it to the greet ictl of E»fl^tiyh«rw 

iMi^^j&octioD Slid com 

^^piMlltobett^ dearittg of which t|0^» it ft erideot, 

the hotter, beiog penned ^ the loid irenwiit#:*** «•* 
IfteiedMbnl #0 Mr. DariM*^ her aiqj^y'e »;ff**y»** 
be ready tag to ^ when «he ih^ be pleaeed to w fmtL 

2. The«heMiBhIebaiide,hereta^itailbe tenet jir bra at 

ix wadts wvreeeaiad, aor loMdy * *.*P*"*** , . 

agwaa oooai^ imS^iM «w *a ai«. aad;wa^^ 

tberefotaby ag«ee»|w||r,teher-iia4yy*eo yty«ae«cy.^^^^ 

ooiatiac dtei'hall'.dJr Pathaiiagay ftia fce ylaea daMjpdiO, 
un«g dMeOMOteyaiNi^ dwaia iwfaete, aad ia ^lljKlia* aftio- 

lotelyfaibiaiy|to«»bteberaayfi«tbar,o^ — — 
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it^kkt^donet' Ste,^Ther|>t^bVit^(aB alie 'i8id),|[>er> 
in taw or .ramoi CDim to nguii^d of li«^^ 

. .A^ yhim directidiuiio^fiiAitoidio^^imt'tbe 

and the gr^A^ part ^ 'day jp’ hia ^ilMd^' 



ha toiiidf fliei 


fiom h^lf4to:absolu(ely I 


^aaabe 

edtQ4«it 


_ ^ orey UBte the*1iW^\^ea8Ufer*-| cbai&ber, 

li^ton, aKd jbtbjs peae^ ' 
TeitOT^Ito4^^^to,j$e ^n^of tbenid lord QHtoSareri of wb[^ 
i;. wh<iftom *di^eefor%topt it,'till bii»- 


i siibs^ 
tbadj 


Si 


e paSftvlf^ interest .the 


■ ^ wding’dtrwn ^eiW upttit^'i^iunuteiopm that 

it wap act^'^ tor i{|^||ld^ inen- 

IsT 

with to ihe 


2/ ^eir ^jl lettai»?ieSt down th^re- 

thi|$y werd ^ent 4$; commisw 

thi^,^Hing% thf» itii^hambiG^^ private 

the 16?d 

^^pUHellor' 6* The cdtfeisian of ettornis^-geojerail ‘ 

'ta open.court.i^T||^de 7. By the a^ehi^ itsi^npon record^ 8; 
^ ~ ^ cotincilp coftuiMng an answer to lie'irer- 

the Scottish ' ambaai|dor ^then remaning here, 
andllm^'higthe same* ^ 

ta hit)[^ have j^ven spine extmorainaiy; 

|itaW^<ontr|tty m evidently^ wpear by, ' ^ 

sig^^e a^ociation, ^ 

Btiy (Mibed.thes^to'^^ . 

eicin&g,Q£iiin^f.fti^1Ml^^^^ as a ^rommissioner, 
_is avwding 




iresePted, 

>expreuly 
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: . 5.:‘;His 4cfenriiig to lesd it away after it was sealed unto thocom- 
.nussionerSf-as lie was spedally'Cbmmainded;: staying it all thatniglit, 
^nd ^ greatest.parit-ol'tle next daV in his hands. 

. • a^;Ahd'fihally,.lusrtH(^g thereof into the. hands of the lord 
treasnrer;^rtf^hon hie had before received the sme. 

Wh^h Wlidafir and.e^^tpTO0fi,'foS* th^ Davison did 

nothing it^is oedse whats^vetj -conttaty/td the de^ ofahe place 
he then h^. in her majesty’s- service. 

. Cal.4fv 

. ’ntm Hi^s.!fo4^>ad drijgioa^ On the bacfcis il^-Stle, 

- ‘ Thia-liiiie^ey of .l!l|T;'l@^8on Wthe cauehjOf'liMi late'^ottish 


No.LIlI. 

9, to 





TSJiSSU ' 



M<»8T worthy prioj^^Jite upoo^|iKir 

%ctipii«^« ^ hatkin{o|rccd.:§ilen;^M 

faitld^lly'di^^d tp/your pereonyand in due 
, A« 1 * ^|{Hf luma' of tfidy ‘Vill qpdetgb' all dfj of fortune .for the 
*• . ’ maintenanee just-r^al rifl^i^a^'lby the Ucm i^ 
ttnoj of oature and of ni^nsi liruteirted in your ro^ perupn. Fall 
iDot tlmUg most noble and. renowned princey front bun -whofe provi- 
deiM|| tetli;iitip^ny dan^a pi^eseir^ yQUy no dofubt to be an. ipr 
atrujn^t of bis |^lory« -and Ae g<^ pfliis people. Some^i^cr^tiir I 
Jnd, hfiji been^reyealed to yoUrprejddiCey whic^^ustyn^d front 
some ombitiouf violent spi^d person nea# y<toifmajetty^^^^^ 
iiuidjbyoiir jr no man ib pa^cular will I accuse^ bbt jj^in Am it 
hatrito foundation fromjany yth whom^ for yont «t^*' r have 
held'Hicespondence ;. otherwW.4 long, bean disabled 
Jftom ^formai^ of those dntfei^'S&t 
.deayOHreth: .being .only, knotrt^^ fois-aforthy ajobleman. 
hereof, oiie nd^ in all .parts of Chj^sieiiitetn.fer hisfidelity to your 
imrsonaiid 8<^ and^r. yoi^,ino8t loyri 


my finrt ni4 ftuthful dimes .Hndsohe, 

whom lhiye%#‘^#feN^ 
assured.- It may, Ih^fofore,. please. »»»{ ^ 
motiPD of .e, ,Vh»#h I deiihe Wh|M«a^«t of .^ont 

Aamtok^ei^lii^ar faVo^y “® ™" 

♦ fa aiSiii^'4|«is»;d pdW&irs«*tefe'^ 
nowsstiifaSEe; 

lEtcm. oo of Scot# p« W* 'ts'v — 

tsanot prets^ to say to which of fltoXing cnimw^c 
AooMheWttM: 


1 b fonaiiw hts ophu^ 

1 jlsb-the letter ie cunoeBp l cmbuA iVth wb I 
)f th^ing’saamertmcDjveiiH^^ » Snjittad « 
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My iN^kmate afibcttoti to your peraon (not as yon are a lung^lmt 
as yon area good king, and hive jiist title, after my sorOreigB^ to 
be a^eat Idng^ doth transpoit me to presumption. Condei^>not, 
most noble prince, themotives 'of care and love, altho* mixed ^tb 
defects in judgmrat. ' v 

L t^theiefore^firsibesei^^ that ibr die good of 

Aoiiifrwhom %»d, l^dit^]^Iboik6dee,b deilined to|;iiur charge, 
that jpu pl^M to hareTan extraordbriS^ care ^ all prac- 
ticers Or pra^^i84|rifi^t yoiir person it is not to be doubted, 
but that! la bo^ kingdoms, ei&er out ^j^biUonf, faction, or fear, 
there desire to'have dieir loveteign m minority, where^ 

by the sover^psty and ntsde might be awayOd bjf^partiality of sub* 
alternate pers^, ratfaijll^ than^^ true rule of power and justice. 
Preiejl|i your i^on, ^ the premtices of man upon the 

point (^you#ngb^ will b# preserye^ and maintained against 
allnssaults of comjgi^on whatew; Thus 1 le^ite the protection 
of your person and rjg^al posterity to the Almighty Ood of heaven, 
%ho bless and preterve you udfiU yours, in all regal happiness to 
toJto gl0Wi|"‘ . .■ v;, 

HI Next^tQ tfae.preser^on of your person, is conservation 
and secret loping ;^ yout councells, which, as 1 have said, are 
often bote)^o^d discovered, either out of pretended zeal in re- 
ligion, tdrbul^t faction, or base conception, the whift your majes- 
ty is to regard with all circumspection, as i^mattOr most dangerous 
to your person and state, and the only means to ruin and destroy 
aB stimd faithfully devoted to your majesty’s service. 

6om particuian, and persons of this nature, I knake no doubt have 
beOn ^covered by the endeavours of this nobleman, the bearCr 
hereoj^Wwhpm youTmajesty may be ihrther informed. - ' . ^ 

■ 3. thi^ point considerable is that your majesty by all means 
possible, seodre ys^elf of the good affection of rim French king 
and Stales, by ri^ nego^MonlDf some faithful seoretconfident : tha 
French natmraJ^ dMMiwdg the union of the Brit^ islands under 
one mpiiarclC^ In Germany, I doubt not, Init you' hmre many allies 
and but by reason ^Adrremote iriate they do^ncl so much 

importo ^ affidr, which must be guid^ by a quick and Sudden 

4. When (Ie^ hy^whose providence, ftie p^iod of aff persons 
ami times is dOtermihe^, shall call to his1(j|igw)m of her ma- 
jesty j(BlAOughT do asiii^y hope that timre will no|^ miigr ques- 
tiom^ t hold it not Stti% ^ give any 

nuhi^ entrance high a nature), t <|;^iiunbly be- 

SOO^^tur to . desi^ a secret, faitl^ul and experienced 

cdrifidSni seriw of yours, being of an appitw^ fidelity judg- 
menti cOntinuaHy to be here resident, whose 'imgotiatioii, it were 
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convei^nt your majesty should fortifie, with such secret trust and 
powers, as there may not need 14 days respite to post for authority, 
in a eipse, that cannot endure ten hours respite, without varieties of 
danger In which it is to be considered that all such as pretend 
least good to; your establishment, will not in public oppugn your 
title, but out of their cunning ambition will seek to gain lime by 
alledgiOg their pretence of common good to the state,; in propound-* 
ing of good conditions for disburthening the common, whale, of di- 
vers haid laws, heavy impositions, corruptions, oppressions, &c. 
which is k main point tojead the popular, who are much disgusted 
with many particulars of this nature. It were therefore convenient, 
that these motives^ out of your majesty’s providence should be pre- 
vented by your free offer in these points fo^wing, viz. 

1. That your majesty would be pleased to abolish purveyors 

and purveyance, being a matter ir^nitely offensive to the com? 
mon and the ^ole kingdom, and not profitable^to the 

prince* > ^ ^ 

2. That your n^ajesty would be pleased to^'dissolve the court of 

wards, beigg the ruin of all the noble and ancient families of this 
Tealm, iSase matches, and evil children, by 

which no revenue of the crown will be defrayed. 

3. The abrogating the multiplicity of penal laws, generally re- 

pined i^inst by the subject, in regard of their uncertaiuty, l^ing 
many^times altered froni, their true meaning, by variety of inter- 
pretation. V ^ 

4. That your majesty will be pleased to admit free outport 

of the native commodities of this kingdom, now often restrained by 
subaltemate persops for private profit, being jpost prejudicial to 
the commerce of all met^Unts, ai^d a plain destruction to the true 
industry and manufacture of all kingdoms, and against the profit of 
the cri^n. ^ 

These^ being by your majesty’s confidents in the point of time pro- 
pounded, will assuredly confirm unto yoi^>inajesty the hearts and 
affections of the whole l^ngdom, and absolutely prevent all tnsinu- 
ations^and devices of designed patriots, that, out of pretext of 
common good, would seek to patronize themselves in popular opi- 
nion and power,, and thereby to derogate from your majesty’s bounty 
and froStfavour by piiocely merit of your moderation, judgment, and 

justice. ■ , V ■- 

Your jns^ty^s favour^^-^us grafted to the subj.ect, will no way 
impeach ihejj^rofits of the crown but advance them. The dbpro- 
portionablii Jldn of some chequer oficeri, with the base and. mer- 
cenary pr^u of the idle unnecessary clerks and attendants, will 
only gu% some detriment; but infinite will be % good unto the 



kingdom, which ^vill confirm unto joiir majo^y the univei'sal love 
and affection of the people, and establish your renown in the high- 
est esteem to all posterity; 

The lord preserve your majestic, and make you triumphant over 
all your enemies. 

My care over his person, whose letters pass in this pacquet, and 
will die before' he leave to |)e your^, shall be no less than of mine 
own ]ite, aiilln like esteem wl 1 hold ajljouf Faithfol toniidents, 
no 
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A-DAMiONi •rotfbiihep of St« Audrew t, 
is excommuaictled the 8 }nod «f Rfe, 

ii. lia. He ®PP®‘ 

nenta, Il 4 . Ii reelered by the general 
aatenbly upon (Mmditiona, ib. Bia menu 
sabminBioo Ui Ibe general tSMembly. 167. 

Albany, Aleiender, duke of, cabaln with 
hU nobles agtinnl bis brother king James 
111 . i. 4 . 1 . l» prisoner, but escapes 
to France, 46. Coiiclodea t treaty wUb 
Edward IV. of England, ib. Procures 
tssistanoe to infide Scotliod on mean 
conditions, ib. Returns lo Scotland, and 
is restored to favour, 47# Cabals again, 
but is forced to fly to France, 48. 

— , d«ke of, made regent daring 
the inmerity of king James V. i. 29. 50. 
After sevei^ qnsuccessful struggles with 
ibe nobility, ba it forced to retire to 
France, bl. 

Alem;on, duke of, queen Elizabeth long 
•mnseM the court of France by carrying 
on a treaty of marriage with him, ii. 57. 

Allen, cardinal, publiahed a book prov- 
ing the lawWoeas of killing exoominuni- 

oated prinoea, ii. 102 . . 

Alvn, dnke of, bis intngoes m favour 
of queen Mary, Ii. 22. ^ 

onlled from Ws government of Ibe l^clber- 

lands, 43. . «. • 'iwi 

Ambassadora, their 

A«drM.*., St., the " 

inerkebl, ettre4l.f*<>tn(;«on. 

i in. 'llie uioH.ee of hie ovpoi.ilioB *o 

the ieei roKeut. «9. Jeflt 

4 >iice on Ibe benph of bishops and weigui 

i„p.rli.ment,13*. GoTerteathe^huj-c^ 

rh?Ktt"’letprisonedfe. 

Irieb” Hns «..«■ 2*6- ““"‘C 

Mary’a nflaivs by bis imprudent con » 

VOL. II. 


370. Is taken prisoner in Dumbarton 
castle, and banged, ii. 14. 

Andrew’s, St., the castle of, demolished 
by the French, i. 95. 

^ the prior of, promotes a 

ireet. between the queen regent end' the 
reformer., i. H6. le provoked to leare 
the court, 148. le one of the chief pro- 
moters of the Retormelion, IM. Some w- 
connt and cheracter of him, 161 , Artful 
endeatonts nsvd to undermine him. ib. 

Preeumptionofhieinnoceiioe of the de- 

Mens charged on bun, 164. Is sent bjr 
;rconv.Su.u to invito Uie queen 0 
Scolleod, *06. Is rfeeir^y her teilh 
confidence end effeolion, 407. Rostreine 
the turbulent spirit of the people e^nsl 
Ponerv 419. I» ‘® reslmin the li- 

S;pi;ctic..oftheb»d.«r.,4 
Eieoutes We commiesion with vigour and 
pradenoe, *44. A eouspiree, ngemst 
him dieoov.rud,431. Is created earl of 
Mir SS9. Becomes obnoxious to t 
S;i’o?hU,, 434. Sechlsr-idMur. 

” Anws, Gilbert de Umfmvdle, oerl of. 

durins tha minority of king 
h,. aftwtio^* lb. 

"V* lcSwa.'T6 Surrender, himself 
iitto 8crttond.li. ‘ H.^Uh etverel 
toWug June. VI..85. h 
. there sm^ the 

pose Arnn, 88 

into England •‘J** ^, 5 . altoinled and 
with .11 n™y. ^ »» ed in. 

hia eelnte forfeitqd, 9 . Is seieed 

aplrtinfivoarotSpam^lTi- 
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and coinmitled priaonec to tha oastla Hia eldeit son is oon^onsflj eaoloded 
of Edinbargb, ib. ^ Escapes fiid flies to all right of snooession, 9d. His mean 
the mountains, 172. Oflers to sebmit to eoncession to ibe court of France, 102* 
a trial, l7d. Sentence ii prononnced Gets the title of Ohatelheraalt. ib. ,1s uq' 
agaust bim, ib. Ho refnaea to submit,^ dermined by the queen dowa^^er, 108,. 
177. .V 109. Proposals and arguments for hie 

AojQQ,,jdafce of, a marriage j)ropo8ed rea^^ation, 110. ^He eonsents to it, ib» 
between him and queen Elimeth, ii.*20. Retracts by the influence of the aroh- 
Aiine,a pHnoess of peDfmark,^.|Barrted ^^lahop of StrAndrewV HI* Is st last 
to king James VI.; ii. 164. Her arrival prevailed on, and gets advantageous 
in Scotland and ooroUation, 166. Heads terms, 112. See Cltiatelberanlt. 
a party that opposes the ohauoellor, 173.. Ar^j^ eldest son of the duke of Cliatel- 

. Arohbjabops, bishops, deans, and heranlt. Joins in an aaaooiaUon with the 
cfaaptera, revived in Scotland daring the refornierSf n 159. Narrowly eecepes in- 
king's minority, ii. 33,84. Thi^ gives tended min at Ae oodrt of France, 160. 
great offence to many of the ele^y;;ib. la full of resentment against the Frenoir 
An act of assembly ugtiBal these oflices, ^ on that acooUnt, ib. The congregation 
71. Bishops ime snbject to presby- solicit quara Elinabeth to marry him, 199. 
teriea and assembUes, 113. , A great His great imprudence with regard ic^ 
stroke given to their talbority, 151,152. queen Mary, 225. Discovers a oon- 
Npae ufthein present at the qaeen’s ooru- spiNoy against the queen’s favourites, 
nation, 166.. 231. LoseU his reason, ii. 56* Is im- 

Argyle, eul of, is appointed to carry prisoned by Mortoo, 57; 
the crown matrimonial to the dunphin of late oupt. StewUrt, gets that title 

France, i. iS4. Uses his interest with and estate, ii. 67. Is appointed to con- 
the reformers to make a traaly with the duft Morton from Blmbarton to Edin- 
qneen regent, 146. Leaves her court in bnrgh, ib. K»< Infamona marriage with 
reseatment of her treachery, 148. Re- the countess of March, 69. His variance 
foses to accede to a treaty with Murray with Lennox, ib. Is frustrated in an at- 
tbad’egeDt, 403. Is soon after fgroed to tempt to rescue the king at Ruthven, 75. 
submit, 404. Acts u lieutenant to the Is eonfined prisoner to the castle of Sljr- 
qneen after the regent’a murder, ii. 4. Is ling, 76. Regains bis liberty end the 
prevailed on to join the king’s party, 17. king’s regard, 82. Resumes bis power 
Quarrels Athole, 46. Confederates and arrogince, ib. Gels the Rulhven 
with him against Morton the regent for conspirators declared goilly of high trea- 
their mutnri defence, ib. They remon- son, 85. Is detested as author of a per- 
strate agaiostbimto Ibekiug, 49. They seootion against the clergy, 90. Is gained 
ruse forces agaiastldm, 54. Negotiate over to queen Elisabeth’s interest, 93. 
a treaty with him wj the mediation of Gets several forfeited estates, 94. His 
queen Elizabdtbk ih. Its promoted to the corruption and insolence, 100. Is made 
office of obencellor, 56. The king’a au- chancellor, and has unlimited power, ib.. 
thority delegated to him and lord Forbes His . venality is exceeded by that of bis 
against the P^irii lords, 180. His forces wife, 101. His monstrous tyranny and 
are defeated In an cPgcgement with them, oppression, ib. His power nndermined 
Ib. ' . by WottOD, the English envoy, 110. Is 

Aristooraoy, predominant in Scojland, oonGned in the castle of St. Andrew’s, bat 
i* 216. ‘ soon recovers favour, 111. His interest 

Armado** SpaniriVf preparaUona fqr it,/*sinke much,’ 112. Is stripped of bis 
ii. 154, 155. It Is defeated, 156. . honours mA spoils, and reduced to his 
. Arran, earl, is appointed rej^ent daring original station, ib. 
the minority of queen Mary, i. 77. His Artides, lords of, their origin and bnsi- 
charupter, 78. ^ Consents to the schemes ness, i. 66. whom chosen, 67. The 
ofEngloM, which disgusts the pahlio, 80. snbse^nent < variations and political noe 
Becomes snspioidus of the earl of Len- made of this lostitation, ib* 
nox, 83. la (breed to ronoulioe the Arnndri/ earl of, is appointed a oom- 
friendsbip with England, and geolmw for misaioner to the oonlbrenee at Westmin- 
Franoe, ib* And to l^seouto ike re- ster,' i. 395* • 

fonneni, 85. Publioly.abjares ibe doo- Ashby, imbassador, from queen Eliiea- 

Irines of the reformers, ib, |s ooptemned , belh to Scotland, ii. 156* His great pro- 
^ by one balf,aBdJi|dle trusitbiil Iqr ftie other ^toises to king James, ib. His promises 
' part of the nuUoii,*' $6. > Beads the are soon fergfi^, 159. He is asbamed, 
' tisani of France and defenders of Pop^yr and. withdrarit^privately from Scotland, 
ib. AUempls in vain to seize the mar- ib. i/i 

derers of cardinal Beetono, 92* Is forced AsrassinatioB, the frequenby of it ui 
to make a trace with the conspiratoi*»lb. Scollandu how acooimted for, i* 295. Se- 
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m 

V6ral inititaoeB of it In Franen^ S96. A Jftuei V. to mortify tho noM^s, i. 55. 
stop put U it tbero and in SeoiUod, 297. His pretensions to the regenoy Oil the 
SeTorst ^ great men approve of if, ib. deailt of that prince, 77. Forges alesta- 
Prevail greatly afterward, ii. 167. meiit of the late king,ib» His' views how 
Asstimbly of the oborob of Scotland, disappointed, ib. H is ' character,' ib. Op- 
tiie Brat bttt feeble and irregiriar, i. 205. poses Ijie earl of Arran, regent, 80. Ex* 
Another aiserably, their demands from the cites most of the nation against the 
convenllont S35, 226. Two other assem- English, 82. Seixea the jonng qaCea 
bliea in vain aoliolt an atiJCmentatiofi of and her mother, ib. Oqjoles the, earl of 
their reveno'es, 240. They address queen Lennox, 83. Obliges the regent to re^* 
Mary in high strains of oomplahits, 278. iiounce England, and declare for France, 
An assembly proceeds at Glasgow^ not- ib. And to pers^ute the reformers, 84. 
withstanding the king's interdielion, ii. Engrosses the chief direction 6f sfihuri, 
71, 72. Two assemblies yield many of 86. His double dealing with the earl of 
tbe privileges of the churdi' to the king, Lennox resented, ib. 87. Is murdered, 
195, 196. Declare it lawful for ministers 91. Hii^ death fatal to the GatboKos, 92. 
to ait in pariiament, 199. Sec Clergy. A vain attempt to revsnge it, ib. Soan^ 
Association, formed indefenpU of queen dUious reptfris eonoerning him, 120. 
Elizabeth against qoeeo Mary, il. 97. Bedford, earl of, oomes as afobassidor 

Alhole. earl of, the occasion of his from queen Blizabetb to .witness the bap- 
quarrel with the earl of Argyle. H. 46. tism of James VI., i. 31S. His instruo- 
Joins with him in opposing Morton, the tions, 314. His letters to Sir W. Cecil, 
regent, ib. Dies soon after an entertain- Append, ii. 336. 340. ^5.^ 
inent at Mortod'S, 55. Suspicions of his Bellendon^ Sir Lewis, justice clerk, 
being poisoned, ib, king James's resident at London, il. 109. 

Aobigne, lord de, saepod aon of tbo Joins in promoting queen ElisabelbS in- 
lord Lennox, arrives hi Scotland from terest in Scotland, ib. Is sent with her 
France, ii. 58. Becomes sobn a great fa- envoy into that country, ib. 
vdhrile of king James, 59. High tides Black, Mr. IHvid, minister of St. 
and posts bestowed on him, ib. Notes Andrew's, bis ndionlous and seditions 
against him, Appendix, ii. 402. Sec expressions In foe pulpit, ii. 107. Being 
Unnox. snpported by foe clergy, he declines the 

Austrian family, their origin and power, civil jurisdicUon, 188. Is oondUmned by 
. the privy council, 189. Is sentehoad by 

the king to reside beyond Spay, 190. 
Blackadder, captain, and foreo ^ers. 


elates, ib.. 118. They are betrayed, Bolton Castle, queen Mary Confined i 

to. the orottn rf 
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Inor^ei ill fkrolir with h«r, 302. Cir- 
oamstaiio«i.e«l^etiftihg Ho 

U wouiidii^^i& ottoioptio^ to of 

thel]taU)|ir«i«,'3O0> , the qneen’a ostmor- 
dioMy ti^rCt ftr him on this ooonion, th. 
To f[||pwidfaereota he obtaiiia « popidn 
for B^rioik nadliia n^odntea, 316. 
poahi'^ r^Btontionof the Fhpish ooole-^ 
o|natioal jorisdiotion, 318^' ' Hiaoiewa in 
thiri, ib. Jb Bospected tho Ba|bor of Oaro- 
loj*8 inai:der,324. la ohnr^ withit by 
LennoXf 326* Sot. atill.fivoared hj Ih^ 
qaeen, ib.^ !'Appoin{c|d jpovernor of Edin- 
burgh oastldj^ib. Hk trQil 18 bniried on, 
327. Remiuhable partiality in bia fa- 
vonr, 328. . Ijonnox noonaea him oponly,, 
jb. Gomel to hii trial with a groat r^ 
tinno, 329. la acquitted by a jury, 330. 
The trial nniveraally oenaored , ib. Chal- 
lenges any that wonld ncous^ him, 331. 
Several acta of pari lament passed in his 
favour, ib. He procures an act in favour 
of the Refoimalion, 332. Prevails on se- 
veral of the nobles to reoummend him us 
a hnsband to the queen, 335. Seines the 
qneen on a joorney from Stirling, and 
carries ber to Dunbar, 338. His view in 
this, ib. Obtains a pardon nuder the great 
seal, ib. Procures a divorce from bis 
wife, 339. Carries the queen to the castle 
of Edinburgh, 340. Is created Duke of 
Orkney, ib. And married to the queen, ib. 
Is not allowed the title of king, 341. He 
watches the qneen very closely, 342. 
Eudeavoors to get the prince into his 
coslody, ib. Is alarmed with an assooia- 
lion of the nobles against the qneen and 
.Jiim, 344. Garries the queen to the oastle 
of Borlliwick, 345. Raises forces against 
the confederate lords, ib. He marches 
against them, 346. Proposes a single 
combat, 347. This how prevented, ib. 
Takes his last farewell of the queen, and 

ia. forced to fly, 348. Sends for a casket 
of letters from qneen Mary to him, 351. 
They are intercepted by the earl of Mor- 
ton, 352. His miserable fate, 362, 363. 
Reflections on his onndnet, ib. Copy of 
bis divorce from lady Jane Gordon, Ap- 
pendix, li. 348. 

Bbthwell, Francis Stuart, created earl 
of Bothwell, ii* 160. Is imprisoned for 
consulting witches, 168. Escapes and at- 
tempts to break into the king’s presence, 

ib. Retires to the .north, ib. He and 
his adherents are attainted, 170.. Fails 
in an attempt to seiae the king, ib. Is 
taken under protection of queen Eliza- 
beth, who solicits for him, 173. Seizes 
the king’s person,^ 174. Forces hiqi to 
dismiss the chancellor, and his other fli- 
voaritea, jb^ And to grant him a remis- ' 
sioD, ib. His bold and ioMlent behaviour 
afterward, 175. Is enebaraged by the 
English^ ambassador, 178. Makes .ano- 


. ther attempt to come at the king, ib. Is 
ropolsed, and obliged to fly to the north 
of England, ib. Is abandoned 1^ q^neen 
BHiibpUi/Aod forced to fly inlSlBpain 
bud Ikly, 188. , Rsmains in indigent ob- 
li natnr.lftqr reconciled to 
tbekmg,)b. ’ \ 

Bothv^eUk Adam, biihop of Orkney, per- 
'^orms thy ceiwony of marriage of queen 
Mary to ^^aail of Bothwell, ii. 3411 

^ Ik^W^dffilogh., See Hamilton. 

..Bdnlogne* wrested by the French out 
of the hands of the English, L 101. They 
consent to restore it and its dependencies 
to the Flinch, 103. 

Bowes, envoy from queen ElizabeUi, 
accuses Lennox of disturbing the peace, ii. 
61. Isrefosed an audience, 62. ' Is sent 
to eiiconrage the conspirators at Ruth- 
veu, 76. To inquire aboat king James’s 
correspondence with the pope, 202. 

Boyd, lord, his ambitious views in the 
time of king James HI. frustrated, i. 29. 

is prevailed on to join the king’s 

parly against queen Mary, ii. 17. Joins 
the Rnthven conspirators, 74. 

Brienne, codnt de, come» an ambassa- 
dor from France to witness the baptism of 
king James VI. i. 313. 

Brnoe, Robert, his claim to the crown 
of Scotland, i. 8. His grandson asserts 
his right, and vindicates the honour of 
Ills country, 10. He attempts to reduce 
the power of the nobles, 37. 

, a priest employed by the king of 

Spain to seduce the Scotch nobles, ii. 160. 

^ , Mr. Robert, a presbyteriau mi- 

uister, performs the ceremony of the co- 
ronation of king James’s qneen, ii. 166. 

, Edward, abbot of Kiuloss, ac- 

qnits himself with address and reputa- 
tion, as ambassador at the court of Eng- 
land, ill. 200. 

, Mr. Robert, a minister, bis re- 
solution in refusing to publish the king’s 
aoooont of Cowrie's conspiracy, iii. 218. 
Is deprived and banished on that ac- 
count, ib. 

Buchanan, George, his history of Scot- 
land, some account of, i. 4. Remarks on 
his dialogne De Jure Regis, 150. Alone 
aoenses qneen Mary of a criminal corre- 
spoqdence with Riaio, 289. Approved of 
assassination. 297. Attends- the regent 
into England when called on to eocuse 
queen Mary, 385.' VVas one of the pre- 
ceptors of king Jokes VI„ ii. Com- 
mended for his great genius, 244. 

Burleigh, . See Cecil. , 

Boroughs, when first represented in 
pa]8 lament, 

Cau, John, adeoIaratioD of lii in name 
of queen Elizabeth' to the lords of Grange, 
at Letbiogton, Appendix, ii. S!^4. 
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Hi.«m.rk.bl. k«. of U.. biJ»p.of St. 'vjori.g W exHTh. 156: 
Andrew tiSp. ^ Joins in association with them, 159. Is 

Cre,. Sir Oe«^, Mill .mbtuulM looked oi> o, the head of the Jongrega- 
Som queen Elinbetb to enoounge the lion, 160. Hia pnaillaniaitj, 171. Be- 
conitpirftlArB at Ralhf en, ii. 76. comes obnoxious to qneeta Mar? 225 

, Robert, sent by qaeen Elizabeth Depriyed of liis French pension. 249 la 

to soothe king James after tlie death of alarmed at the earl of Lennox’s retnm 
hisrnother« ii. 147. Is not permitted to * to Scotland, 2^55. An aocommodation 
enter Scotland . ib. Was the first that brought abool by the queen’s influence, ib. 
brought king James intelligence of the Adhereslo Murrayinopposingllieqaeen’s 
death of queen Eli7.iibetli.S3D. marriage, 2T5. Ispatdoaed onhisbum- 

ta-kev of lettera from queen Marj to Ue upplioaUoa. but forced to reride in 
BotUwcW, seized bj the carl of Morton, i. . France 277 WW uf . 

352. Her enemiea avail themselTes mneh Marray’s being advanced to Vim regency. 

^ r«***'*i' * I r ■ • LI* 366. Retorna from France, and heads the 

Cassils, carl of, joina the king s parly, queen’s adherents, 402. is made her lieu- 
**• ^ tenant-general, ib. His resolution waver- 

Caslelnau, the French ambassador, is ing, the regent commits him prisoner to 
employed to procure the consent of his the castle of Edinburgh, 403. Is set at li- 
courl 10 queen Mary’s marriage with herty by Kirkaldy, and joins the queen’s 
Barnley, i. 260. Ue endeavonrs tomake party, ii. 3. Is proclaimed traitor by 
up the differeiioes between the queen and ijeonox the new regent, 7. Is reconciled 
him, 302. His interoessioii on behalf of to Morton the regentr 39. Articles of a 
queen Mary, ii. 105. treaty between them, ib. His death, 45. 

Catherine of Medicis, assomea the go- Church of Scotland, levolutious. in it 
vernment after the death of Francis 11, after the anion of the crowns, ii. 242, 
her son, i. 201. Her harsh treatment of 243. See Assembly, Clergy, 
queen Mary, ib. Her views in behaving Gbnrch. lands annexed to the crown by 
inure friendly to her; 249. Bends her parliament, ii. 151. . 
whole endeavours to destroy the I’rote.v Gans, the institotion and nature of. 


tanis, ii. 20. Her artful oondnct with i. 22. 


that view, ib. 


' Clergy, popish, their great riolies and 


Cecil, liis great capacity as a minister, 
i. 1B9. 209. Is employed to negotiate a 
peace with France, ib. Over-reaches the 
French ambassador in the treaty of Cdin- 
hurgb, ib. A letter of his cited to shew 
that qneen Elizabeth had no intention to 
intercept queen Mary, in her return to 
Scotland, 215. Is appointed a commis- 
sioner to the conferenoe at Westminster, 
395. Is sent by queen Elizabeth with 
proposals to qneen Mary, ii. 8. Has an 
interview with her, which excites queen 
Elizabeth’s jealopsy, 42. Is ’treated 
harshly by qneen Efizabe^ for consent- 
ing to queen Mary’s death, 146. 

, Sir Robert, son to the former, 

beads the party against Essex, U. 221u 
His oliaraoler; ib. Bis great aasidulty, 
222. Entera into n^vUte correapon- 
dence with king Jamea, 227. 

Celibacy of Ihu popish clergy, a chief 
engine of their policy, i. 118. 141. 

I Charles y., emperor, his greht power. 


power, i. 54. 115. Were made use of by 
king James V. to sonpress the nobles,' 55. 
Made a considerable body in parliament, 

116. Their great ioflaeuce over the laity, 

117. They engrossed learning, ib. And 
held many of the chief employ meat. S, ib. 

118. Their power increased by celibacy, 
ib. They seized the estates of the intestate, 
ib. And tried all matrimonial and teata- 
mentary oaoses, 1 1 9. Become obnoxious 
to the laity, ib. Their great corruptions, 
whence, 120. Those of- Scotland particu- 
larly dissolute, ib. Their weak defence of 
their tenets, 121. Try in vain to impose 

:jalse miracles, ib. Their impolHio conduct 
to the reformers, 137. 

reformed, try in vain to recover 
the revennes of the church, i. 205, 206. 
Procure a demolition of all relics of po- 
pery, 207. A new regnlaliou concerning 
their revenues, 206. 209. They are no 
gainers by it, 230. Their stipends, what 
in those days, ib. Are ofibnded at the mo- 
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Mention of Uielr le«dorf» S46. Oooosion mb and deapento attempt oo Leith, and 
a tomalt among the people, $47, More are repolaed, ib. Are no leaa imforlanate 
oomplainta of their poTerty, $$6, 316. in a aeoond skirmiab, ib. Are qaite di- 
Are jealona of qoeen Mary, 517. The apirited, and retreat to Stirling, 17^ Are 
anall allowanoea appointed to aopport joined bj the body of the nobUa, ib. 
thaqi allf ib. Their applioation, for pay- Their ermy dnipdlea away, 176. Are ani-, 
menf of their stipends, of little eieot, 365* mated by Knox, ib. They apply again to 
Frtth oqmplainta of the djeBcienoy of the queen Rlizabetb, ib. Their parties harass 
ftinda for their maintenanoe, 414. Are the Pren^ 161. Are aasisled by a fleet 
pat off with thir words and prpmiaea, ib. from EngUM, 183., Conolide » treaty at 
Archbishops, &o. introdaoed among them Berwiok ivith the doke of NerfbHc, ib. 
by Morton, ii. S3. Their grieranoea no- ^Ae dedgn and aobitance of this treaty, 
dar his adminislralioB# 44. They approre . 163. Negotiate a peace with France, 189. 
of the Rothvea conspirators, 77. By la- Articles of the treaty, 190, 191. They 
Tooring them they provoke the king, 86. reap advantages from it, 193. See Re- 
Severe laws made egiunat them, 89k They formation, 

of Edinbargh fly into England, 90. As do Covenant, national, framed in defence 
several others that were moat eminent, ib. of the king and government, ii. l57. The 
More vigorontmoasaifi against them, 93. nature and reasonableness of it, ib. The 
They obtain no redreii W the restoration progress of it since, 158* 
of the exiled lords, 113. Reprealuit their Coortesy of Sootland, what, i« ISO. 
grievances to parliament, 149. A main- . Ciaig, a minister, boldly testifies against 
tenance provided for them by parliament, queen Mary's marriage with Bothwell, 
151. They prevail tb get preshy terian 341. 

government ealahUah^ by laWs. .169. Crawford, captain, of Jordan Hill, snr- 
Tbeir seal against the p<qi|ah hirda, 175. prises Dombarlon Castle, ii. 13. The dif- 
184. Their rash preoeedinga, 186. They fienlUea of that enterprise, 13. 

erect a standing oonnoil of the ohnroh, ib. , earl of, one of the beads of the 

Viodicate one of their number who de- Spanbb faction, ii. 155. 160. Offers bis 
olioed the civil jarisdiotioh, 188. Their service to the king of Spain, 160. Joins 
standing conncil ordered to leave Edln- |n rebellion against the king, 163. Is 
burgh, 189. This oGcaaioni a violent tn« forced to submit to him, ib. And impri- 
mnlt there, 190, 191. They use theitr at- aoned a short time, ib. 
most efforts to spirit the people, 493. Crichton, regent during the minority of 
Are deserted, ana fly to En^andj ib. king James II., bis barbarous policy, i. 43. 

Tbeir power greatly reduced, 194. Are , a Jesuit, a plot against queen 

prevailed on to give up many of their pri- Elizabeth diaoovered by bis means, ii. 96. 
vilegea, 19.5. Are realordd to a seat in Criminals, a remarkable insUnce of the 
parliiment, 197. This violently opposed diflSonlty of bringing them to justice, i. 17. 
by many of them, 198. Bat carried in tlieir Croc, Do, the Fmoh ambassador, re- 

general assembly, 199. Those eothled to foaed to countenance queen Mary’s mar- 
ibis privilege are laid under many regala- riage with Bothwell, i. 341. Attempts in 
Bima ‘ and restriclioqs, 304. They aro vain a reconciliation between the queen 
' brought uuder great confederate lords, 346. Medi- 

revolntiona umong tbeu| since tbq union atea a truce between the king and queen’s 
of the crowns, 343, 343- , party in Sool^nd, ii. 37. 

Clialon, lord, appointed a conunisaiooer Crown rnatnmonial of Scotland, rigbla 
at the oonferenee at Westminster, i. 395. conveyed by the grant of, i. ISO. Is 
Cockbarn, of Ormiatoni receives q sup- grant^ by parliament to the dauphin of 
ply of money from t^e English to the cop- Frunoe, 133. Beputiea appointed to 
gxeg^.L' 173. Is intercepted and rob- carry it, but are prevented, 134. Is de- 
bed of ft, ib. maoddi by Damley, 386. 

Coin, in Scotland^ some aooonnt of, i. CupaingbiUii^ Robert, appears at the 
168. ii. 44. . Jhrial of Bothwell in name of the earl of 

CommiMarieg appdufod fo try causes Leuooxi L 339.' Demapda a delay, which 
inpiace of the ei^ritquli^ouvl, 1.196. They is refns^, Si3Q* 

are deprived of pll qujthoriily, Curie, uae of quf tu Mary’s aec^taries. 

Confession Of faltli bjr the refonpers la aegubd, and oarried FHaoper fo London, 
oousented to by purUun^l, i. 495* il. 133. la prqdacwd an evidence against 
' Congregation, the ipoteatauta distiq- hot, 168. 
guiahud by that nagmj L 143. Tli«ir lead- 

era outer into an aasooiutioiv ib. Are iq- DabrlOt, KWf Idrdi proposed ua n 
vqlTod in dif8oo]ltie«, 171. Apply to qdeeu Imohood to qmeu M«y* t. 333. His right 
£lid|befo faer lOsiflpnoe, 173. MouqyHut of sneoeaifoa considered, ib. 353. Isper- 
theiii l>y W Ipl^cepted, 173. lllikn 8 mHted to visit t>c court of Scutlaud, 338. 



ArriTn Cbere» and qniokl^ :gaSD8 the 
•qneen’B bearl. 259. Hii obarioter, 261. 
DisgaHtfl several of the nobles, parlicu- 
Urijr Moiray, ib. Cqltivates rf'fatnfliarily 
with David Riaioj. ib. Is despised on that 
acooaot, 262. Grows intulerabl j inaoloDt 
and batagbtj, 268. Sdiemes to assassinate 
Murray, 270. A plot to seise and send 
liim to England; prevented by the qneen, 
ib. Evidetioesol Ibis, 271. His marriage 
with the qoeen eelebrated, 272. Is bo- 
nonred with the title of king of Sootland, 
ib.^ Is implaoable with respect to the' 
exiled nobles, 280. Loses the qaeen’s 
affection by his qntoward l^ehavronr, 285J 
Demands the crown matrimonial, 28^. 
Becomes snspioioua of Riato’s ill ulfioea 
with the queen, ib. His resolulipn to be 
avenged of him enooaraged by the nobles, 
288. Anioles agreed on between them for 
ifaat pnrpose, 289. Heads the conapira- 
tora who perpetrate the murder, 290. 
Gonfines the queen after it is committed, 
291. Prohibits the meeting of the parlia- 
ment, ib. Makes hia escape with the 
queen, 292* Her hatred to him increases, 
298. Is neglected by her, and treated 
with little respect hj the nobles, 502. 
Resolves to leave Soothnid, 304. His 
Wayward and oaprioiona behaviour, ib. 
He writea the reasons of bis conduct to 
the queen, 305. His strange behaviour at 
the baptism of the prince, 513. A false 
reason alleged for this confuted, 314. Re- 
tires to his lather at GJasgow, 316.' Falls 
sick there, 318. Conjectures ooncerniiig 
his distemper, ib. Is neglected by the 
queen, 319. She afterward visits and 
expresses affection for him, 320. He is 
prevailed, on by hereto come to' Bdin- 
burgh, 321. Is lodged in a separate house, 
ib. He is murdered there, 323. His cha- 
racter, ib. A proolaroation issued for dis- 
covering the murderers, 324. A remiss 
inquiry made into it, 325. Capt. Black- 
adder and three others executed on that 
niocounl, 351. The confession of Morton, 
the regent, at his death, Oooceming the 
murder, ii. 68. A dissertation concerning 
his mnrder, 249. Paper of objections 
the ooml of England against Ins marriage 
with queen Mary, Appendix, 325. . 

David I. king of Scotland, his profu- 
sion to the ohuroh, i. 115. 

II. troubles during his mlno- 

ri^, i* 

DavisaB, sent into Scotland queen 
£lizBbeth,«s a spy on the Prancb ambas- 
sador, ii. 79. Is sent to gun Arrsn's in- 
terest to qneen Elisabeth, 93. Thi^ he 
soon aooomplishes, iWBnngs the war- 
rant for queen M aiy’sShtb at qoeea Eli- 
sabetb’s desire, 137. Is charged by her 
with disobeying her orders, 145. Is 
impriiomd, tried, and fined, and loses all 


favour, 146. Otgections agsHisl him in 
tile cause of the late Scottish queen. Ap- 
pendix, 443. 

Desse, Mona, is jent with a supply 
, of foroes to assist the French agdiist the 
English ip Scotland, i. 101. Hia aucceas 
^here, ib. ^ . 

Discipline m thecburoh, ihe first hook 
of, ^ composed, i. 205. Why objected 
against in a convention of the states, ib. 
Another attempt in favour of ohuroh dis- 
oipline frustrated, ii. 70. 

^ Douglas, the power and property of 
that family, i. 28, They aspire to inde- 
pendency, 29. William, eaii of, murdered 
by king Jamea 11., 42. His son endea- 
vours to resent it, 43. Is forced to fly 
into England, ib. 

— ■ ■ ■ , William, queen' Mary ooiu- 
miMed a prisoner to bis oastle of Loch- 
leven, i. 351. 

*' George, brother to the above, 

assists the queen in making her escape, 
i. 366, 367. • 

— — , Archibald, one of Darnlejr’s 
mnrderers, ii. 115. Undergoes a mock 
trial for that crime, and is acquitted, 1 16. 
Is sent ambassador to England, ib. Let- 
ter from him to the queen of Seels, Ap- 
pendix, 422. To the king, 429. 

Drury, Sir William, enters Scotland 
wilh an army to support the king's party, 
ii^ 5. They join him, apd drive oflT the 
q neon’s, ib. He proonres s truce between 
the king and queen’s parties, 27. Comes 
with foroes to assist .Morton in besieging 
the osstle of Edinburgh, 40. Which is 
forced to surrender, ib. 

, Sir Drue, is appointed one of 

qneen Mary’s keepers, ii. 9B. 

Dudley, lord Robert, recommended by 
queen Elizabeth as a husband to queen 
Mary, i. 249. Why a favourite of queen 
Elizabeth’s, 250. Is highly promot^ by 
her, ih. His situation c^:lremely delicate, 
251. Becomes suspicious of Cecil, 2.52. 

Dumbarton castle, surprised and taken 
in the king’s name bv the regent,' ii. 12 
^ 14 . 

Dury, a miuister of Edinburgh, ba-, 
lushed from his charge by king James for 
his free invectives against the ounrtiers, 
ii. 72. After being restored, be iadriVen 
foom it B second time, for approving the 
Raid of Rothveo, 86. 

EniNAvROH, is taken and burnt bj the 
English, i. 88. A greatfiHy there between 
the Frenoh and •Scots, 105. Is seized by 
the reformers, 151. Its inhabitants are 
t^ibly alarmed by the French, 173. A 
treaty there with the French and Eng- 
lish, 189, 190. A loan demanded of it 
by queen Mary, 278. Which is. granted 
for the snperiority of Leith, ib. The treaty 
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of, imuBted on bj queen Eli:£abelb, 514. vparileB, 350. DiaiembleA witli qaeen 
la posaeaaed by the qneen’a party, ii, 3. , Mnrj abont her marriage, 251. And 
And fortified by tbepi, 15. The city and likewise with regard to lord Darnlej,254. 
castle bold out against the kin^a forces, Affronls queen Mary by her inainnaliim 
25. Are redueed to great atraUa by la- jococerning. Lennox, . ib. la perplexed 
mine, 26., Are relieved by a trace, ib. . abont the marriage of the SooUisIi queen. 
The oiti»^a take up arma to promote t^e '35?:, 258. Permits Darnley to visit the 
king’s marriage, 163. ’Phey rise .again, court of SdolUnd, 258. Affects to declare 
and insolt the king and his rainiaters on against queen Mary’s qiarriage to him, 
the murder of the earl of Mnrray, 168. 265. HCr reasons for this oondnot, 264. 
.Asaist the king against Hnntly, 178. A Her great dissimulation in that affair, 269. 
violent tanmlt there on account of the Her harsh and^ deceitful bebaviobr tb 
clergy, 189. 191. They are severely pa- Murray and hia naaooiates, who had fled 
iiished for it by the king, 192. 194. ’Hieir to her, 276. la alrnck at hearing of the 
m|ni8ters retom to ibeir charges, lil6. birth of Jameq VI., 301. Conaenta to aland 
Divided into parishes, and nambef of mi« godmother to him, 502. The parliament 
iiiaters increased, ib. They decline pnb- address her to settle the anooesaion, 307. 
liahing the aoconnt of Gowrie’a conapi- 'rhis greatly embarrasses her, 308. She 
racy, 218. All except one, who is to- soothes and gains her parliament, 310. 
nished, are persuaded by the king to do Eodeavours to aCeommudate her differ- 

enoea with Mary, 315. Writes to her to 
Edward f. of England, destroyed the delay the trial of Darnley’s murderers, 
pnblic archives of Soolland,]. 3. Is made 329. InterpnBesinherbehalfwbenapri- 
iimpire between Brace and Baliol, 8. Has soner, 353. Her ambassador is refased 
art to acquire the anperiority of Scotland, aoeesa to queen Mary, 355. She offers 
9. His wars with the Soots under Robert assiatanoe to the other nobles, ib. Her 
Brace, 10. 37. deliberations concerning the disposal of 

Eglinton, earl of, is prevailed on to queen Mary on her arrival in England, 
join the king’s party, ii. 17. 374. Resolves to detain her there, 37.5. 

Elizabeth, her peaceable .accession to Her motives to this oondnot, ib. Sends 
the crown of England, i. 134. Supports her letters of condolence, aud gives or- 
Ihe coD^gation in Scotland, 172. Js ders to watch her oondnot, 376. She 
sparing in her supplies, ib. Resolves to , gladly accepts the office of umpire between 
support them on a second application, her and her subjects, 377. Reoeirea a 
177. Her good couduot in mailers of iin- very pressing letter, from queen Mary, 
portaace, ib. Motives that determined her 380. Her precautions against her, 381. 
to assist them, ib. 178, 179. Her deJi- Appoints commissioners to hear queen 
berate and resolute oondnot, 182. Sends Mary and her aoousers. 38C. Her im- 
a strong fleet lo their assistance. Lb. Con- portant situation on that oocasion, ib. 
eludes a treaty with them, ib. 183. Her Her views in this affair, 387. Receives 
right to the crown of EngUud asserted by the regents demands, 391. Removes the 
Francis and Mary in France, 190. Ob- conference to Westminster, 392. Her 
tains advantageous terms for the Scots, mean artifices to get the evidenoe of 
ib. Is solicited by the parliament of Scot- queen Mary’s guilt from the regent, ‘398. 
land to marry the earl of Arrau, 199. Treats lier>ith great rigour, 399. Writes 
This she declines, 200. The seeds of her a harsh letter to queen Mary, ib. She 
diKCooteat, with queen Mary, 208. Her dismissea tfljfhregent without approving 
jealousy of the soccessioD, 210. 212. or oonderontug bim^ 400. But secretly 
Her excessive vanity, and jealousy of supports his party, 401. Makes propo- 
Mory’s beauty, 213. Her dissimulation kaU to the regent ih her favour, 404. Nor- 
to her, 214. UeTosea her a safe couduot, folk's project oonoealed from her, 407. 
ib. Evidences that she bad no intention to Disegyers and defents a rebellion in 
molest Mary in her passage to Soolland, queen Mary’s favour, ^12. Resolves to 
215. Sends to congratulate her wival in deliver her np lo the regent, 414, Her 
Scotland,^!. Refuset a concession ipade |;rf|at oonoernat his death, ii. 1. Conti- 
by queen hUry» ib. H4r jealousy of her nnes lo eueonrage faotiont in Scotland, 
right betrayed her ii^ memi notions,, 222. 2. Her poUtical conduct with regard to 
Her resemblanoe. to BUqry YJI., ib. A. Lennox, 5—7. Is excommunioated, and 
personal imerview witJi queen Mary pro- deprived of b^r kingdom, &o. by the 
. pijsed, 259. She artfully declines it, 240. pope, 6. Sqpporto the king’s parly in 
He^ views in regard to queen Mary's Scotland, and names Lenno^L lo be regent, 
marriage, 243, 'Assumes a disagreeable 7. Fropoaes a treaty of aocominodatiou 
authority, 244. Names one for a fans- between queen Mary and her auhjecta* 
band to, queen Mary, ^9. The differ- 8. Procures a cessation of hostilities, ib. 
cut qualifications of her ninuteH and fa- Sends proposals to queen Mary> ib. Her 
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ftrlifides in the conduct of this affair, 9.. 
Appbinta oommigsioners to frame a treaty, 
1 0. Finda a pretence to render their meet- 
ing fraitless, 11. A marriage proposed 
between her and the doke of Anjon, 20. 
Declares openly against the queen’s party, 
24. Conolndes a treaty with France, 26. 
Her molires for negotiating a peace be- 
tween the two parties in Scotland, 36. Is 
jealous of Geoirs interview with queen 
Mary, 42. Negotiates a treaty between 
Morton and his adversaries^ 54. Her an- 
swer to king James’s demand of a pos- 
session of an estate in England, 55. A 
marriage between her and the duke of 
Aleiipon proposed, 57. Interposes in be- 
half of Morton, 61. Her measures in order 
to save him, 63, 64. Gountenanoes the 
conspirators at l^thven, 76. Is alarmed 
at a conspiracy against her, 92. The de- 
signs of queen Mary's adherents against 
her,' 92. Endeavours to recover her inte- 
rest in Scotland, and gains Arran to her 
interest, 93. Amnscs qneen Mary with a 
fruitless negotiation, 95. A new conspi- 
racy against her, 96. An association 
formed for her defence, 97. Her suspi- 


226. Receives umbassadors from king 
James with regard, and increases his 
subsidy, ib. Her last illness, 229. Gon- 
jeotures concerning the causes of her me- 
lanoholy, 230, 231. Het^dea'.h, 232. And 
character, ib. Declared the king of Scota 
her successor, 234. Some of her letters. 
Appendix, 318. 338. 346, 347. 363. 368. 
374. 376. 379. 390. 

£lphinstou,seoretary UV.king JomcsYI. 
deceives' him into a correspondence with 
the pope, ii. 202. Is tried and found guil- 
ty of high treason, 203. And pardoned on 
the qneen's intercession, ib. 

England, the English seize and detain 
king James 1. of Scotland long a prisoner, 
i. 28* The nobles there humbled, 31. Had 
early two houses of parliament, 65. They 
invade Scotland, 87. Their depredations 
there, 88. A peace between England, 
France, and Scotland, 90. Invade Scot- 
land again, 96. Gain a great victory, 97. 
It proves of liUle advantage to them, 99. 
They force the Scots into a chiser union 
with France, 100. Conclude a peace, 103. 
Ad English fleet arrives in Scotland to as- 
sist the Congregation, 181. A peace oon- 


cioiis of queen Mary, ib. Her life endan- eluded between them, 183. They enter 
gered by' a conspiracy', 102. This how Scotland, and beaiege the French in 
discovered and prevented, 103. Ocoa- Leith, ib. Are aeveral times repulsed, 1B'>. 
sions an extraordinary statute for her pre- Causes of their bad success, ib. Articles 
servation, ib. Is in a dangerous sitnation of a treaty of peace, 191. They quitScot- 
from the propeasof the holy leag^nc, 106. ^Iand,192. Refleolions on the right ofsoc- 
Endeavoura to forma confederacy of the cession to their crown, 2)0—212. The 
Protestant princes, 108. And to proceed parliament favours queen Mary's right of 
with rigonr against queen Mary, ib. Ad- succession, 307. A league between Eng- 
vances her interest in Scotland, and pro-, Iznd and France, ii. 26. Eelweeii England 
pnsea a league with it, 109. Settles a and Scotland , 1 14. The national covenant 
pension upon king James, 110. Concludes adopted in England, 1.^8.^ 
a treaty with Scotland, 114. Aooonnt of Entails, with whnl view \uttoducod,i. 18. 

Babingtnn’s conspiracy agunst her, 116 Episcopal governinenl in the church, 
— 119. Her dissimululion after qneen some account of it, i. 202. An attempt to 
Mary’s conviction, 131. Her answer Lo revive it, ii. 33. It is abolished by the as- 
king James’s intercession for her, 134. sembly, 71. Jurisdiction abolished, 169. 
Her farther dissimulation and anxiety. See Archbishops* 

136. Signs the warrant for her execution, Errol, earl of, one of tlie heads of the 

137. Her speech to Davisoifpn that oo- Spanish faction, ii. l56. His offers oTser- 
casion, ib. Affects lo lament qneen Mary’s vice to the king of Spain, 160. Appears 
death, 145. Several marks ttf her artifice in rebellion, 162. Is forced to submit to 
in that aflatr, 146. She endeavonrs lo the king, ib. Imprisoned for a short time, 
soothe king James, 147. Provocalions ib. Joins in another ounspiraoy, 171. Is 
given by her to Spain, 154. Preparqi to summoned by the king to surrender, 172. 
meet its resentment,. 155. 'Endeavonrs to Offers to sabmit to a trial, 176. Sentence 
secure Scotland, 156. Tries to prevent prononnoed against him, ib. 

king James’s marriage^ 163. Solicits him firskine of Dun, is employed by the 
to treat conspirators against him with ri- queen-regent to deceive the Protestants, 
gonr, 17 i. Evades the decision of king i. 143* Hia reseBlmont of this us^e, 144. 

James’s rigljt of anocesBion to the orotvn ■, lord, governor of Edinburgh- 

of England, 200. Is disgusted at several castle, acta a neotral part between the 
of his proceedings, 201. Discovers bis qneep-regent and thecongT^ioo,i.l75. 
correspondenoe with the pope, ib. Fresh Receives the qnwii-:rogert into ‘he 
grounds of her saspioion, -221. Hereon- 184. Is created ^arl of Mar. 237. Sec 
dnot with regard to the earl of Essex, Mar. , , *u u* r .i: 

222. 225. Her irresolution opnoerning his , Alexander, has the chief cl i- 

deatb, ib. And great concern after it, . reclioii of the education of king James vi.. 
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!i.47. Admits some of the oebles to make Fieaoe, tbe oonseqaenees of the sob- 
oomplaiots to bim against 9iortoo the re- Torsion of the fendal goferhmenl there, 
geot, -4$. la lemcd oat of Stirliog^oaatle i. 68. A body of French arrire in Soot- 
by his nephew, the earl of Mar, 52. land to support the Catholics, 94. They 
EsoeTal; the FVenoh enroy, endeaToors< reduce the castle of St. Andrew’s, 95. An- 
te .ohqtrtot a treaty between England and «ther party of them arrive there, 10^. 
SooUand, ii. 114. Their traosaotiona there, ib; Conclode a 

Essen/ earl of, set np by the English poMe with Boland, 103. Their politic 
Papists as a candidate for the orowo, ii. condnot, ib. ^ey leave Sootland, 104. 
181. Heads a party in England, 221. His Their prtifioes in a treaty of marriage be- 
diaracter, ib. Is greatly distingaisbed by tween the daopbin and the qneen of Soots, 
the qneef], ib. Favours the king of Soots^' 128,1^9. The Protestants end eavonr to 
222. Obtains the offices of'lord-lieatenakit expel the French oat of Scotland, 156. 
and oominander-in-ohief in Ireland, ib. is. Another. party of them sirive there, and 
nnsocoestful in that expedition, ib. Re* fortify Leith, 162. They exasperate the 
oelves a harsh letter from the queen, ib. pm>ple by their insolence, ib. They arc 
Rctams to England, and is confined, 223. sent against the'Congrepllon, 180. They 
Is tried and o^nsar^,ib. Endeavours to destroy and plunder Fife, and are much 
spirit up king James, ib. His rash and harass^ by partiss of the Congregation, ' 
frantic conduct, 224. Is again taken into 181. Are greatly alarmed by the arrival 
onstod j, 225. His death, ib. His son and of the English fieet, 182. They return to 
associates are restored to their hoooora Leith, greatly harassed and exhausted, ib. 
after the /moeision of king James, 226. Are besief^ there by the English and the 
Europe, the state of, at the beginning Congregation, 184. They gain several ed- 
of the sixteenth century, i. 68. vantages, 185. Their motives for oon- 

Exoorom unication, a terrible engine of einding a peace, 1B8. Negotiations for 
the Popish clergy, i. 119. that purpose, 189. Articles of the treaty, 

' 190,191. They iMve Scotland, 192. The 

Felton, an Englishman, fixes the French advise queen Mary to mode- 
pope's excommaniealioD of qneen Eliza- rate measures, 206. Their proposals by 
beth on the gates of the bishop of London’s an ambassador rejected, 207. They agree 
palace, ii. 6. ' to queen Mary's marriage with lord Darn- 

Fenelon, M. de la Motle, sent by tb#Iey, 260. The lioentiousness of their mo- 
Freuch king to interpose for king James rals, 32 L 

when coofioed by the Ruthven oonspira- — , king of, a copy of his direc- 

tors, ii. 79. Is forced to return without tions sent to Scotlftnd, Appendix, ii. 404. 
uueoess, ib. Francis I. gives a check to the ambi- 

Feodai government, its origin fend aris- tious projects of Charles V., i. 71. His 
tocratioal genins, i. 12, 13. Causes wbieh fidelity to the Scots, 90. His death, 94. 

limited the power of feudal monarchs, 14. II., comes to the crown of 

Feudal vassals liable to few taxes, ib. A France, i. l.'vB. His oharaoter, ib. Is 
remarkable instiboe of the feebleness of goided by the dnke of Goise and cardinal 
fendal government, 17. The most perfect of Lorrain,200. He treats the Protestants 
Idea of the feudal system; how attained, with great rigour, 168. His denth, 200. 
35. State of it in England, 64. And in 

Scotland, 62—^6. Giftords, Doctor and Gilbert, their 

Fife, a populoos and powerfol county, notion oondbrning the lawfulness of kill- 
Dueh devoted to theCongregutioo, i. 180. ing heretical exconamunicated princes, ii. 
Is destroyed and, plunder^ by the^enoh, 116. They join in a oonspiraoj to kill 
ib. The synod of, exeommanioates the qneen Elizabeth, ib. Gilbert, being gain- 
arohbisfaop of St. Andrew’s for oontama- ed by Walsingbam, betrays bis. associates, 
oy, ii. 113. They exoomtauaicate thePo- 118. Is employed to carry on yi foreign 
pi^ lords, 175« - correspondence with queen Mary, 120. 

Flowden, the battle of, i. .50. Glamis, lady, is condemned to be burnt 

Forbes, lord, 'with t|ie carl of Argyle, is for witchcraft, i. 55. 

sent against the Pppish lords, ii. 180. Are , lord-ohaneellor, intimates the 

defeated by them, ib. Idng’s order te Morton to surrender the 

Fofdnn, John de, his history of Soot- 4^ncy, ij. 49. Is killed in a renoonnter 
land, when wrote, i. 4. at StirUng, 51. 

Forster, Sir John, warden of the Eiig-v ' — < — , the tutor of, joins the oonspi- 
lipb border, a seofflo between bim a^ ratoraofRnlliven, ii.74. His bold speech 
lha Soots, ii. 110. U» king Jaroesl 75. He, with the other 

^Fotheringay-oastle, queen Mary’s im- oonspiratora, seise the castle of Stirling, 
priseament, trial, and death there, ii. 122 and erect their standard, 88. He is at- 
—143. tainted, and his estate forfeited, 94. 
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GlAfgotr» Inahop of, a nota of hU oon- 
oerniog the qaeen of Sootlond’a dowrj. 
Appendix, H. 398. 

, Glenoairo, earl of, joina the Ralhrea 
oohspirators, li. 74. 

^ Glenlivat, the battle of, ii. 180. 

'Gordon, Sir John, a Booffle in the etreetii 
of Edinburgh between, him and lord^gll-: 
yj, i. 234. Being oopBiied for it, he nakea 
hiB escape, ib. When ordered bj the queen 
to surrender himself, be takes up arms 
/igainst her, 2i35, 236. Is defeated, and, 
together with bis brother, made prisoner, 
238. Ho is beheaded, and his brother par- 
doned, ib. 

lord, set at liberty, i. 273^ 

— ' , Sir Adam, exerts himself fbr 

the queen’s interest in the north, ii. 25. 
His oharaoter and good conduct as a sol- 
dier, 27. 

Gowrie, earl of, joins in a conspiraoj 
to seize the king at Ruthren, ii. 74. Is 
▼isited and pardoned by the king ailer his 
escape, 82. Becomes suspected, and is 
ordered for Prance, 87. Delays his voy- 
age, and is taken into cnstody, 88. He is 
tried and executed, ib. 

, John and Alexander, sons of 

the above, their character and conspiracy, 
ii. 205. The surprising oiroumstsnces of 
that remarkable transaction, 206 — 210. 
Several different conjectures concerning 
it, 210 — 219. Their dead bodies brought 
into parliament and condemned, 219. 
Their estates and honours forfeited, and 
name abolished for ever, ib. Different ae- 
oonnts of this aflfair poblislied, but not sa- 
tisfaotoyy, 219 — 221. — See Ruthven. 

Graham, Sir David, of Piniray, accnsed 
of a conspiracy with the Popish lords, in 
favour of Spain, ii. 171. Is oouvicled and 
beheaded, 172. 

Gray, master of, some acoonnt of him, 
ii. 98. He becomes a favourite of king 
James VI., 99. Is gained to queen Eliza- 
beth’s interest, ib. Betrays queen Mary, 
ib. Peranodes king James to wkite a harsh 
and nndutifol letter to her, 105. Joins 
with others in promoting qoeen Elizabeth’s 
interest in Scotland, 111. His treachery 
when sent to interoede for queen Mary, 
136. His baseness discovered, be is dis- 
graced, 148. Acts in Italy as a spy from 
the court of England, 201. A memorial of 
his for his majesty. Appendix, 431. To 
the secretary of state, 435. 

Guise, duke of, his violent counsels 
with regptfd to the Soots, i. 157. Is mur- 
dered at the siege of Orleans,,242. 

, bis inlril^es against queen Eli- 
zabeth, ii. 92. Is a principal promoter of 
the holy leagne, 107. 154. Drives the 
French king oni of hia capital, ib. 

Hapdingtoun, seized end fortified by 


He Engliah, i. 100. Is relieved by the 
French, 101. 

Hamilton, the riae of that family, i. 29. 
Arbitrary proceedings of Morton the re- 
gent against it, ii. 56. See Chatelheraolt. 

« — ■ of Botbwellbaagb, taken ^i- 

soner at the batOe of Langsida, i. 381. Is 
tried and condemned for relMlIien, ib. 
Obtains a.pardort from Murray the regent, 
by the intercession of Knox, ib. An ao- 
ooant of his murdering Murray, 415, 416. 
Makes bis escape, 416. Is ireceiv^ in 
trinmph at Hamilton, ii. 1, 

, Mr. Patrick, the first who 

suffered in Sooliand for the Protestant 
religion, 13.5. 

Hatton, vioe-ehamberlain of England, 
the argument by which be prevail^ on 
queen Mary to plegd at her trial, ii. 
125. 

Henry II. of France, tends forces to 
assist the Scots, i. 94. A marriage pro- 
posed between his son the Dauphin and 
the young qoeen of Scots, 100, 101. Ex- 
cites the Scots to invade England, 125. 
Hia infamous imposition on qaeen Mary 
in the treaty of raanriage, 129. Persnades 
his son and queen Mary to assume the 
titles of king and qaeen of England, 139. 
His death, 157. 

- III. degenerates greatly on bis 
aooession to the crown of France, ii. t06. 
Enters into a private negotiation with 
queen Elizabeth, 108. Interposes feebly 
in behalf of qoeen Mary, 132. 

VIII. of England, by hia system 

Of reformation becomes formidable both to 
Papists and ProteatanU, i. 56. Proposes 
an interview with king James V., 67. Is 
diNUppointed by him, and declares war 
against Scotland, 58. Invades it, bat is 
forced to retreat, ib. 59. His importance 
as to the balance of power in EDropiu72. 
HU inflnence in Scotland bow obtained, 
74. His Bchemps with regard to it on the 
death of James V., 79, Were ill oonduot- 
ed by himself, and odious to the Scots, ib. 
Hia treacherous seizure of Scots ships 
that took shelter in his ports, 81. At- 
tempts to gain the regent by great pr^ 
mises, 83. Invades Sooliand, 67. This 
being ill -cond noted turns to no account, 
88. Receives and rewards the earl of 
Lennox, 89. Enooorages the murderers of 
cardinal Beatonn, 93* His death and oha- 
raoter, 94. Hit inoonsislant oonduot, 138. 
Excluded the Scotch line by his testa- 
ment, ib. 

Heiries, lord, joins Cbatelheraalt in op- 
posing the regent, i. 403. Comes to a 
treaty with him, ib. He and the duke are 
committed prisoners to the oaslle of Edin- 
bQrgh/404. Intimates the king’s order to 
Morton to resign the regency , ii. 49. Ac- 
count of bis behnvionr in parlismcnl, Ap- 
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|)eiidix,/d67. A leller from him to loft 
Soroop itod Sir F. Knollis, 371. 

». Hertford, earl of, invades Scotland with 
an English nnnj, i. 87. Tostrootiorfs of 
the privy coddoU to, 88, 89. Darns Edin- 
bargli and Leith, 88. Is made dnke of 
Somerset, and protector of England, 96, 
See Somerset. 

Hickfbrd, secretary to the dnke of Nor- 
folk, betrays bim by discovering bis in- 
trigaes with qneen Mary, ii, 33. 

Highlands and Isles, an attempt to ci- 
vilize them by king James VI., ii. 238. 
R^galations for that purpose, ib. 'fhree 
towns endned with the privileges of royal 
boroughs ordered to be built there, ib. 

Hodgson, a priest of Rheiins, main- 
tained the lawfulness of killing heretical 
excoiiimanioated prinoes, ii. 116. 

Home, Alexander, lord, thwarts the 
measares of the duke of Albany, regent, i. 
39. 

■ , lord, sent by king James VI.* 

with a secret embassy to the pope, ii. 203. 

. Howard. See Norfolk. 

Huosdon, lord, governor of Berwick, 
-his interview with Arran, ii. 94. Letter 
from him. Appendix, 406. 

Hnntly, earl, thongh a Catholic, joins 
the reformers in opposing the French 
army, i. 156. Asoists them only with fair 
promises, 174. His farther ooncnrrence 
with them, 186. Some acoounl of that fa- 
mily, 333, 333. His enmity against the 
yoong qneen*s ministers, 353. His re- 
sentment inflamed by an accident, 334. 
Appears in an o^en rebellion against thi 
queen, 336. His plot against her ministers 
disappointed, ib. Breaks oot into open 
rebellion, 337., Is trodden to death in 
a battle, 338. Hk family proseented with 
the otmost rigofll’, ib. Several anecdotes 
and conjeotnres concerning his plot, 339. 
Is attainted by parliament, 345. The at- 
tainder repealed, and the family restored 
to estate and hononrs, 331. 

, his attachment to Both well, i. 

338. 335. Refoses to submit to the regent, 
403. Is forced to do it, 404. Acts as 
lieutenant to the qneen after the regent’s 
murder, ii. 4. Is prodlaimed a traitor by 
j^onox, the new regent, 7. Receives some 
money and promiaex of assis^noe from 
Spain, ib. Agrees to a treaty with Morton 
the regent, 39. Is one of the beads of the 
SpanjA faction, 155. Engages to the 
prince of Parma' to serve the -king of 
Spain,' 160. Is imprisoned for- a short 
time, 161. Breots a standard of rebellion, 
163. But forced to snbmit to the king, 
ib* Is again imprisoned, ib^ Is Shoo set 
at liberty, ib. Receives a bomi^isBion 
from the king, 168. His barbarous mur- 
der of the earl of Murray, ib. Is summon- 
ed -to surrender to justice, 169. Flies to 


the moontains, 173. Oflbrs to submit in 
trial, 176. Sentence prononnoed against 
him, ib. Reflues to snbmit, 177. Makes 
another desperate altemn^, but is forced 
to fly, 179, 180. 

. .Jambs I. was detained long a prisoner 
ill England, i. 38. Troubles in Scotland 
darlng thattime,ib. 'Was much improved 
by an English education, 38. His policy 
on his return to Scotland, 39. His oha- 
raoter, 40. Suppresses the power of the 
nobles, ib. ’Ibey, being exasperated, con- 
spire against, and morder bim, ib. 41. 

II., troubles in Scotland daring 

bis minority, i. 38. His attempts against 
the noblea.‘43. Murders the earl of Doug- 
las, 43. Procures several good laws to 
be passed, ib. 44. Reduces the power of 
the nobles, 44. 'His death, ib. 

III., the stale of Scotland dar- 
ing his minority, i. 39. His impolitic con- 
duct, 45. Kills one of his brothers, and 
is invaded by another, 46. 'Is greatly in- 
sulted by his nobles, 47. His despicable 
minions, ib. Was the first that appointed 
a standing guard to his person, 48. The 
nobles are provoked to take arms against 
bim, 49. Is killed in a battle against them, 
ib. His oharaoter, ib. 

IV., his character, i. 49. Is 

killed iu a battle against the English at 
Flowden, 50. 

— — V., his minority long and tur- 
bulent, i. 29. Transactions during that 
time, 50, .51. Assumes the government 
while very young, 53. His oharaoter, ib. 
His soheme for humbling the nobles, 53 
— 56. Is diverted from it by the clergy, 
57, 58. Takes arms for tbe defeoce of his 
kingdom, 58. His nobles refnsing to fol- 
low him, throws bim into a deep melan- 
choly, 59. Which is increased by a snr- 
prisingdefeat of bis forces, 60. His death, 
61. Reflections on bis conduct, ih. He 
refused an allianco with the emperor 
Charles V., 73. 

VI., hia birth, i. 301 . His bap- 
tism, 313. The oare of bim coinuiilled to 
the earl of Mar, 326. Is by him preserved 
from falling into the hands of Bolhwcll, 
342. Is crowned^ 358. llie nobles, op- 
pressed by Morton the regent, tarn their 
eyes to him flor redress, ii. 47. His edn- 
cation and dispositions, ib. 48. He be- 
comes suspicious of the Regent’s power, 
ib. Disooven early a great attachment to 
favourites, 58. Adofits two of different 
dispositiona, 59^. Enters Edinburgh with 
great solemnity^ dO. Is by his, favourites 
enpiged in . unpopular measures, 73. Is 
seind by a party of nobles at Rotbven, 
74. Aod forced to receive complaints 
a^inst bis favourites, 75. Dissembles 
with them, and banishes Lennox, 76. Is 



INDEX. 


bronglit to StirliRg and Hoijrood-hoase, olergy, 187. Givea orders agaiohl Lham, 

78. His concern fur Lonnox*a death, 190. Is mach insulted, and in great dan- 
and regard for his memorj, ib. Receives ger at Edinburgh, 191. Loaves Edin- 
the French ambassador with ^at respect, burgh, and proceeds with severity against 
80. Makes his escape fruin the conspi- the citizens, 19tf, 193. Acquires abMliite 
rators, ib. Resolves to treat them with dominion in ecclesiastical affairs, 19.5, 196. 
moderation, 82. Visits Gowrie, and grants Strengthens his interest in parliament by 
him a pardon, ib. Renews his fondness restoring the seats of the ecclesiastics, 
for Arran, ib. Is by him persuaded to 197, 198. Endeavours with success to 
violent measures against the conspirators^ gain a party in England, 199. Increases 
83. His answer to a haughU letter from his reputation by publishing bis Basilicon 
queen Elizabeth on their behalf, ib. Is by Doron, 200. Is accused by queen Eliza- 
her interposition rendered more violent both of corresponding with the pope, 201. 
against them, 84.. Is provoked by the This he denies, and bow accounted for, 
clergy, 86. His steps to humble them, 89. 202. Other reports concerning this, 203. 
His profusion to Arran, 94. Sends a new Is at graal pains to gsin the Roman Ca- 
favourite to England against the bdnisbed tholics," ib. His regulations with regard 
lords, 98. Devolves the wliole regal an- to the clinroh,204. The mysterions affair 
thorily on Arran, 100. Writes an undutiful of Gowrie*s conspiracy, 205 — 220. His 
letter to bis mother, 105. Is threatened, cantiona behavinur in regard to the carl 
to be disinherited by her, ib. Receives a of Essex, 223. Sends ambassadors to 
pension from queen Elizabeth, 110. Is re- save biro, 225. They arrive too late, ib. 
oonciled to the exiled lords, 112. Be- He restores bis sou and nssoriates to 
comes popular by concluding a treaty with their honours after his accession, 226. 
England, 114. His acaiidaluas behaviour Continues his intrigues in England, ib. 
with regard to Archibald Douglas, 115. His interest greatly strenglheiiod there. 
His endeavours to save his mother’s life 227. Bndeavourstocivilizelhe llighlumls 
after long condemnation, 132. Is greatly and Isles, 228. Is proclaimed kin^j in 
incensed at her death, 146. Arguments England after tho death of queon Elizii- 
nsed by the English minister to pacify belh, 234. Is proclaimed likewise jn Scot- 
him, 147. Is forced to stifle his resent- land, 235. Prepares for his journey to 
ment, 148. Attempts to unite the nobles, England, ib. Enters London, and takes 
150. I.S courted both by Spain and Eng- possession of the throne. 230. llis eha- 
land, 155. Resolves vigorously to adhere racter bow difterent from that of queen 
to the latter, 156. Takes several steps jJ’ A V r»‘ 

with that view, ib. His skill in the Po- Archibald Douglas, Appendix, 428. Cu- 
uisli controversy, 160. Wrote a commen- rious letter to bun Imm an nnkiiowu Liig- 
tarv oh the Revelations, ib. His maxims liah correspondent, 4 K>. 
with reeard tb Popery, 161. His exoes- Inverness chnI c, refuses to .surrender 
rW^enU,l.con.piraU,r. .gain.l him.ib. to queen M«y. .. II « fo--oed. ....1 

Resolves to marry the princess of Den- the governor punished, 2^1. 

Lrkl" 63 aJis iLd to prevent it, ib. Italy, the liberty of, how preserved, i. 
The marriage is consummated in Norway, 69. 

?b ^tl^eXn"7n Keith, Sir Wiirmui, ‘jn^ to in.crccdc 

His^rrival in Scotland with his queen, fur queen Mary when under henleiice. ii. 
166. ludulge. the Freelijlerltas ib. TTie 13^ ,,, pointed to nee the een- 

»“> “• 

queen Efabelh *? '«»t the ^*Ker..,f Fernihersl.rut.ge- lioglend on 

ugainet him with ripour, 172. . jjurraj the legeiii, ii. 1. 

Jri"edTn7."etea"bjBotbw;il.l7^ .^»d Euglitb’ 1 U) 

forced to '"“P' j ‘®™g’ “it £_I^CfoOTge. brother to lord Newbntile, 

lenity to Bothwell ^ i aUeo.ercd when ready to eail to pio- 

pecled fo™ 178 Dclel Ite a plot in Spain.ii. 17J. Hi. .cheme 

^^;rhtr.ffi;toV.g,ic’ »a Fofoe. 

r: fote 
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tend tbe rojal aotliorit SS. IMr jorii- 
drotion mlarfed, 33. TIm estnordioary 
inlliiraoe of the Soofttish kinge ia parlit- 
meot, 66. The teaeoo of this, ib. ^ 

Kirfcaidj of Grso^o, one of the ttbr- 
derere of Beatoiia, is reeled bj the qaeea 
dowager, i. 127. His attainddr ravened 
in partiament, 245. Ofen to fight Both- 
well in single oomlMit, 347. His inf efv lew 
with qneen Mary, in the name of the oon- 
fedente lords, 3404 Rescues Maitland 
from confinement, 411. Labonrs to siip- 
rt the. King*s authority^ and restore 
rmony aftei* the murder of the regent, 
ii. 2. Accedes to the queen’s party, 3. 
provides for a siege by increasing his 
garrison and folrtifying Edinbprgh, 15. 
Proolaima. Lennox’s authority unlawful 
4|pd asorped, ib. Attempts in vain to pre- 
TOat a Bieeting of . the parliament, ib. 
Forms a ecbeme foir anrprising the king’s 
party, 18» Is at snccesafnl, but af- 
terward defeated, ib. . Comes near to an 
agreement with Mar the regent, 31. A 
treaty with Morton breaks it otf, 37. Fires 
upon ^Edinburgh from the castle, 38. Is 
besieged by the regent, assisted by the 
English forces, 40. Is forced by mnliny 
of the garrison to oapitolate, ib. Surren- 
ders to Drury the English general, ib. Is, 
by order of queen Eliaabetfa, delivered np 
to the regent, 42. He and his brother are 
executed, ib. 

Rnollys, Sir Francis, sent by queen 
Elizabeth with letters of condolonoe to 
qneen Mai7 on her arrival in England, i. 
376. Some of his letters. Appendix, ii. 
370. 376. 381. 

Knox, John, a fomons. reformer, his 
character, i. 106. After being some time 
abroad, be ia recalled by the persecuted 
Protestants, 144. Inflames the mnltitade 
at Perth with rage against the Papist**, ib. 
His notion oouceming the government of 
women whence, 149. His residence fixed 
in Edinbnrgb, 153. Complains of the 
Inkewarmness of the reformers, 166. 
His opinion to the convention of reform- 
ers 11^ it is lawful to resist and deprive 
tyrannical princes, 168. Animates and re- 
vives tbe desponding oongregatina, 176. 
Complains of the neglect of tbe reform- 
el's in providing maintenance for their 
preachers, 197. Recommends the Geneva 
model of diorob government, 203. Pro- 
poses aoperintendents in tbe ofanrcfa, 204. 
Cpompoaei the first book of discipline, 205. 
Renoaoeea friendship with the earl of 
Morray’ for Us modemtion, 247. la tried 
for enoouraging a vniiiiiy among the peo- 
ple,^ and acquitted, 248. Popish judges 
concur in this decision, ib. Is publicly 
aUoufed by Maitland of preaching sedi- 
tioua deotrine concerning resistance, 257. 
Cbaraoter of the two dispulauts, ib. Ap- 


proved of several instances of asisssina* 
tion, 297. Agrees to some regulations 
coDoerniflg the eleolion of t)i*hop^,ii. 34. 
His death and character, 35. His enlo- 
giom by Morton Che regent, 36. Articles 
sent by him to the general assembly. Ap- 
pendix, 395. 

Lanoside, the battle of, i. 370. 

Laurea, cardinal, is sent as a nnnoic 
from the pope with a present to queen 
Mary of Scotland, i. 311. Is stopped at 
Paris, 312. 

League, holy, a confederacy of Roman 
Catholics, so called, ii. 107. Was nniver- 
sally Bg^ed to by them all o^or Europe, 
ib. 

Learning, the revival of, promotes the 
Reformation, i. 11.3. 

Leicester, earl of, appointed a commis- 
sioner to the conference nt Westminster, 

i. 395. 

Leith bnmt by the English, i. 88. For- 
tified by the French, 162. Besieged by 
the English, 183. Qneen Mary lands there 
from France, 215. Tbe superiority of it 
granted by her to Edinburgh, 278* Is 
seized and fortified by Morton the regent, 

ii. 15. 

Lennox, earl of, arrives in Scotland 
from France, i. 82. Is roach conrted by 
cardinal Beatonn, 83. His pretensions to 
the snccession bow founded, 85. Resents 
Beatonn’s deoeilfolnoss to him, 86. Heads 
the reformers and the advocates for the 
English alliance, ib. Surprises the re- 
gent and cardinal, 87. Is outwitted by 
the cardinal, ib. Continues alone in tbe 
interest pf England, 89. Is forced to fly 
to that court, where he is rewarded, ib. 
Is married to a niece of king Henry’s, by 
which he became father to a race of kings, 
ib. His claim to the succession, 252. Is 
imprisoned for a secret correspondence 
with qneen Mary, 253. Is invited secretly 
by her to retnm to Scotland, 254. Arrives 
in Scotland, and is received with great 
familiarity by her, 255. His forfeiture is 
repealed, and he is restored to his estate 
and honours by the parliament, 256. His 
lady sent prisoner to tbe tower of Lon- 
don, 265. And treated with rigour, 269. 
He inaists on the prosecuUon of his sou 
Damley’s murderers, 325. Charges Both- 
well with it, 326. The prosecution is 
hurried, 327. He craves a delay, which 
H refus^, 328< He Is left alone in it, ib. 
SolioSts queen Elizubeth’s interest to ob- 
tain a delay, 329. Inrists on it by proxy 
at the trial, bat is overruled, 330. Be- 
ing apprehensive of danger, he flies to<* 
wards England, 331. His coontess aoouses 
queen Mary of the murder to queen Eliza- 
beth, 378. He appears at the eonforenoe 
at Westminster, and aoonses queen Mary 
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of the marder upon oath, S96. Retonii 17«. More of bii lenity to them, 175. 
to Scotland proteoted by an Englisb army. Fresh dangers from then, 179. They 
ii. 5. Is elected regent, 7. His progress receive money from Spain, ib. Zeal of 
against the queen’s party, ib. Appoints the clergy against lhem,ib. Are declared 
commissioners to frame a treaty viiih goilty of treason, and their estates for- 
those of the qneen, 10. Surprises Dum- feited, ib. Defeat the king's army, 180. 
b&rlon-castle, 12 — 14. Joins Ibe earl of Are dispersed on the king’s approach, ib. 
Morton at Leith, 15. Holds a parliament Go abroad, and give security to keep the 
in the Canongate, ib. Another at Stirling, peace, IBl. Relnrn to Scotland, and poti- 
17. He is surprised and killed there, 19. lion for leave to reside in their own 
Lennox, lord Auhigny.his character, ii. honses, 185. This granted by a oonvea- 
58. Joins with the king's other new tioii of estates, ib. Recant their errors, 
favourite to ondorinine Morton, 60. Ke- and are absolved from excommunication, 
nounces Popery, Gl. Queen Elizabeth de* 196. Relapse, and arc again reconciled 
mands him to be removed from the privy to the church of Rome, ib. Are restored 
council, ib. Is accused by her ombas- tu their ehlates and honours, 197. 
sador, 64. Arran tries in vain to supplant Lorrain, cardinal, gets some of the best 
him, 69. Is commanded by king James, benefices in Scotland, i. 133. 

at the request of the nobles, to leave the , princes of, their ambitions 

kingdom, 76. Puts off his departure on vie'ws, i. 13B. Instigate the dauphin and 
various pretences, ill. 77. Returns unwil- queen Mnry to take the titles of king and 
lingly to France, where he soon dies, 78. queen of England, 139. Resolve to in- 
His memory vindicated, and much le- vade England, ib. And to check the 
garded by the king, ib. Died a Protes- formation in Scotland, 140. The cardi- 
tanl, ib. nal’s great inllucnce over the young 

— — — duko of, left as the king's king, 153. Drives the queen-regent of 
lieutenant in the noith after dispersing Scotland to violent measures, 164. Their 
the Popish lords, ii. 181. violences occasion a conspiracy against 

Leslie, Norman, murders cardinal Bea- them, 188. Arc forced to withdraw their 
tonu, i. 91. He and his associates keep troops from Scotland, ib. They insult the 
possession of the castle of St. Andrew's, ScoUish ambassadoi, 199. Have great 
92. Makes a truce with tbe regent, ib. power over the young king and queen. 
Are encouraged by Henry VIII., 93. 200. Are forced to contract their views 

, bishop of Ross, is sent by the on the death of the king, 201. 

Catholics in Scotland to engage queen Luther, a bold and principal promoter 
Mary in their interest, i. 206. His pro- of the Reformation, i. 114. The rapid pro- 
posals to her rejected, ib. His negotia- gress of bis doolrine, ib. 
lions in England in favour of queen Mary, ^ p c .i j 

ii. 21. Is eoufined long in the Tower, and Major, John, his history of Scotland, 
afterward is banished England, 23, 24. some account of, i. 4. 

Lindsay, lord, carries the proposal Maitland of l^lhiuglon, secretary to 
from the confederates to queen Mary, Mary queen-regent, leaves her servi^, 
that she should resign the governiuenl, i. and joins tbe congregation, i. Mis 
357. Joins tbe Ruthven conspirators, ii. character, ib. Is sent by them ambassador 
74 to queen Elizabeth, 176. Sends them M- 

Lochlevin casLie, queen Mary commit- siirances of her protertion, seni 

ted a prisoner there, i. 351. Her escape by qneen Mary to the court of Eng . 
from thence. 366. 281- Make. . conoeacon lo 

.lord, letter, to and from him, beth, ib. Aocompnnie. qiicun Mary in n 

Appendix, ii. 399. progre.. to the north, 835. He .. empW- 

liogan of Realalrig, an alleged noeom- ed by qneen Mary to 8o«irr | 
pIice inGoW.eo».piracy,ii.2Il. 1. interview w.th qneen Kl,^tb 8®. 
tried, and hi. e.Ute forieited, long after PobliclyncouM. Knox of prenobii^g 
his death, 21 2. doctrine concerning ’ 


Lord., oonfedente., ...omnU .gmn.t iDlimnle. lo qneeo 
jlolhwell and qnenn Mnry, i. 343. 5Ui.e tion. of yeon “•'J 
force, ngniont them, 345. Pnbli.h Ibe 263. P''"^“‘ly no^l. her re«uta«t 
moUre. of their condnol, ib. Prevail on from queen HiMbntb, 86 5 . j ^ 
tbe qneen to enrreoder to them, 348. moderate meeenree no 
AesuL lb. tide of lord, of the eecret Mery when .mpneonml. 35 6. Atten d, the 

connoil. «.d the royd anlhorit,, 3.51. j'*” “Sf SUp^ro? to 

, Popish, oonipire againat king England, .385. Ho dimpprovee 

Jemee. ii. llo. Are IrSatmi by him. with 3 ”“ ^^L^ by 

greet lenity. 161. Form a now eonspimoy, of Norfolk, W5. n imp 
171. The kiDE tiroeoeds agaiusi them, Ihe regent, 411. Isrelev y 
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$nd MGured id the oasUe. ib. PrepoiGi a 
oaalUiou of two parties after the^mor- 
der of thft. regentf^ Sf. Acoedes to the 
. q Men's partj, 3.' Is deprived of hip pffioe 
of secretary* akid prooJaimed traitor* 7. 
Is atutinted in a parliamenl of t|ie'king*s 
party* 15. ^rees with Mar« 31> His 
Tiews in refosing a reconciliation with 
Alorton the regent, 37, Rejeola overtures 
of a IreatT wim him, 38. Is besie|^ by 
him in ' lOie oastle of .Edtobnigh, 40. Is 
forced' to oapitnlafe and snrrender to the 
English general, ib. To aVoid the regent’s 
resentment he dispatches himself* 42. Se* 
veral of his letters, Appendix, ^5. 323. 
388. / . . , 

Maitland, Sir John, is made secretary 
for Sootland, ii. 109. Concnrs with others 
in promoting qneen Eliaabetfa^s interest 
there, ib. Attempts against him by cap- 
tain James Slewart, late Arran, 149. 
They prove ahorse, and he is -advanced 
to be chancellor, ib. An attempt to re- 
move him from that office /rostrated, 162. 
His death, 182. A copy of verses in ho- 
nour of him wrote by the king, ib. 

Mar, earl of, that title conferred on the 
prior of St. Andrew’s, i. 233. Accompa- 
nies the qneen in a progress to the north, 
235. He and his associates narrowly 
escape assassination, 236.- Is created earl 
of Morrsy, 237. See Murray. 

; the title is oonferred on lord 

Erskine, i. 237. The person of the jonng 
prince put into his hands, 326. His re- 
solution in preserving him from Both well, 
342. Is chosen regent, ii. 19. Labours 
to bring about a general peace, 31. Is 
thwart^ by Morton and bis ossooiates, ib. 
Dies of melancholy, 32. His character, ib. 
His merit and integrity was acknowledged 
bj both parties, ib. 

, the yonng earl, being iroposed 

on by Morton, turns out bis uncle from 
the castle of Stirling, ii. 52. Joins the 
Rntbven inspirators, 74. He with the 
others seize Stirling-caslle, and erect 
their standard, 88. Is attainted, and bis 
estate forfeited, 94. Is pardoned, and re- 
stored to estate and boooun, 112. 

March, oonntess ofk her iofamoas mar- 
riage with the earl of Arran, ii. 69. 

Mary of Guise, queen-dowager of Sool- 
lund, takes a considetoble share in the 
government, i. 100.- Is much addicted 
to the French interest, ib. Projects a 
marriage of her daughter U> the dauphin 
of France, ib. lOl. Beoqmes instrumental 
in promoting the reformation, 108. As- 
pires to the office of regent, ib. Promotes 
disaffection to the present one, and fa- 
votfrs tlje reformers, 109. Visits tlie 
conrt of France, ib. Retnms to Scotland 
to take jKtssesaioD of the regency. 111. 
After some opposition she obtains it, 112. 


Confers several offices of trnst upon slrau* 
gars, 123. Proposes to lay a tax upon land. 
124. Is forced to drop it, ib. 'Fries in 
vain to excite a war with England, 125. 
The nobles, vigorously oppose lier'mea- 
snres, 126. Treats the reformers with 
great respect, 127. Obtains a conoession 
from the parliament in fevonr of the dau- 
phin, 132. Her ortfal management of the 
reformers, ib. 133. Bestows the vacant 
benefices on foreigners, 133. She alters 
her oondnot to the reformers, 137. Re- 
monstrates against the violent measures 
of the princes of Lorrain, 140. Is per- 
snaded by them to perseoote the re- 
formers, 141. Her rash answer to their 
remonstiMce, 142. Sammons their preach- 
ers to appear before her, ib. Breaks a 
promise she had made them, 143. Marches 
with an army against them, 145. Con- 
olndes a treaty with them, 146. This she 
again breaks, 147. Her severity at Perth, 
ib. Her scheme discovered, ib. She goes 
to attack them, 148. Has again reconrsc 
to negotiation, 149. She is startled at 
their demands, and geta time to answer 
them, 150. Violates another treaty, 151 . 
Loses Perth, and forced to abandon Stir- 
ling and Edinbnrgh, she retires with 
precipitation to Dunbar, ib. Marches In 
attack the reformers at Edinbnrgh, 154. 
Gains time by her artifice, ib. Makes 
another treaty yrith them, 155. Her ar- 
tifices to ondermine the prior of St. An- 
drew’s, 161. 'Fhe absurdity of her scheme, 
ib. Gets a reinforcement of French troops, 
who forlifj Leith, 162. She disregards a 
remonstrance of the reformers, 163. Is 
inflneoced by French oonnsellors, and 
persuaded to, violent measures, ib. 164. 
Retires to Leith on the approach of the 
reformers’ army, 165. Her prudent and 
arjtful condnet there, ib, Her haughty 
answer to a fresh remonsirance from 
them, 166. Is, by a convention of them, 
deprived of her office of regent, 168. The 
fouqdatioD of this sentence, ib. Foments 
differences among them, 171. Is deserted 
by her principal secretary, Maitland of 
Lethington, 175. Sends French troops 
against the reformers, 180. Retires into 
the oastle of Edinburgh on the approach 
of the English, 184. Her death and cha- 
racter, 186. Repented of her violent 
measnres, 187. listened to the instruc- 
tions of a reformed preacher, ib. 

Mary, qneen of England, her perse- 
onting reig^, i. 112. Her death, 134. 

- — , queen of Scots, born, i. 76. A 
proposal to marry her to Edward VI., 79. 
She ia demanded by Henrj VIII., ib. 
Her marriage to the dauphin of France 
proposed, 100. A treaty fur that purpose 
coDoloded, 101. She is sent to be edu- 
cated in France, 102. The fatal couse- 



quence of this, ib. Ii imposed on by the 
artifioes of the Frenofa in the treaty of 
marriage, 128. Her marriage oelebraled 
with great pomp, 129. They tdce the 
title of king. and qneen of England, 139. 
She mokes oebcessions to the congregation, 
190. Declares epeen Elizabeth’s right 
Id the crown of Efngland, ib. Sheaeqnites 
an entire ascendant orer her husband, 
200. She is overwhelmed with great af- 
fliction on bis death,and retires to Rheims, 
2<M. She is invited by the convention to 
return to Scotland, 206. An etnissaij from 
the CathoKcs in Scotland proposed violent 
measures to hei\ ib. She is determined to 
moderation by the French and the Prior 
of St. Andrew'^s, 207. Is prevaUed on to 
prepare for her return to Scotland, 208. 
The origin of the discord between her 
and queen Elizabeth; ib. 209. Her preten- 
sions to the crown of England, 209. Is 
envied on acooont of her beauty, 213. 
Demands safe oondact from queen Eliza- 
beth, which is refused, 214. Leaves 
France with great reluctance, 215. Lands 
at Leith, 216. Is much afieoted by the 
change of her situation, ib. Several dis- 
advantages attending her accession, ib. 
Some circumstances to her, advantage, 
217. Her aocomplisbmeots of body and 
mind, 21 8. The servants of her chapel in- 
sulted, ib. Proonres the free exercise of 
her religion, 219. Issues a proolamation 
in favour of the Protestants, 220. Em- 
ploys them solely in the administration, 
ib. Attempts to gain qdeen Eliwbelh’s 
favour, ilS. Makes a concession to her, 
221 . Which is rejected, 222. She makes 
her pnblio entry into E^Unbargfa, ib. An 
insult offered to her religion on that o0 
casion, 223. DisoonrageH the attempts of 
the Papists to gain her fkvour, 224. Her 
aversion to the family of Hamilton, ib. 
Makes a progress into the North, 235. 
Her ministers narrowly escape assusiua- 
tion, 236. Is refused access to the castle 
of Inverness, when relieved by the Monros 
and other clans, ib. Her forces defeat 
Hnotly*s rebellion, 238: She desires an' 
interview with qneen Elizabeth, 239. Ne- 
gotiations ooDoerning her marriage^' 240. 
Is solicited by different prinoes, 241. Her 
deliberations concerning it, 242. Is forced 
to bear the authoritative behavibur of 
queen Elizabeth, 244. To pleue her sub- 
jects determines against a foreign alliance, 
ib. Determines not to, ratify the treaty of 
Edinbnrgh, 245, Farther negotiati^ for 
her marriago^ 248. Disoovere the views 
of Catherine of Mediois, 249. Lord Robert 
Dudley recommended to her as a hus- 
band by qneen Elizabeth, ib. She is 
highly offended at this, 250. Dissembles 
with qneen Elizabelfa, 252. Entertains 
thoughts of marrying lord Darnley, ib. 
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Slm recalls Leimox, 253. Is afiVontod at 
a letter of qneen Elimbeth’s, 254. Her 
prejndice against the Reformed, and zeal 
for^tbe Gaiholio rdigiqn, 256. Is ttken 
with :^ley at flrnt ught,259. Is gready 
moved at queen U^beth’s insulting 
orafUness, ib. NegodatioiiB with the 
ooart of Rouie’fer a dispensation to marry 
Darnley, 2^. And the eoimtofthe court 
of PraBoe,ib. Imposes on Randolph, but 
applies to qneen EUzabeih for consent ti> 
her marriage, 263. Which she affeeta to 
refuse, ib. In resentment she proposes 
to send an angry message to EUsabetb, 
which Maitland prevents, 265. JastiHes 
her condnol to the English ambassador, ib. 
Endeavours to get Mohray’a donsent, 267, 
Courts the pope’s protection, and receives 
a subsidy from him, ib. Her great ad- 
dress ip gaining the consent of her sub- 
jects, 268, 269. Prevents a plot against 
Darnley, 270. Sammons her vassals to 
take arms against Mnrray, 271. And him 
to appear before her, 272. Her marriage 
with Darnley celebrated, ib. Slio confers 
the title of king of Scuts upon him, ib. 
This step censured, 273. Her resent- 
ment against the malecontents, ib. She 
marches against them, 274. Ejects the 
intercession of qneen Elizabeth in their 
behnir, 275. Continues her march against 
the rebels, ib. Her conduct and courage 
on that occasion, ib. Drives them out of 
Soblland, 276. Her farther resentment 
against them, 277. Has recourse to se- 
veral devices to raise money, 278. Her 
prosperity promotes her religion, 279. 
Her deliberations concerning the exiled 
lords, 280. Determines to treat them with 
lenity, 282. Is diverted from tliis by lier 
religion and Frenoh inflnence, ib. This 
the souroe of her after misfortones, 284. 
Her intention to restore Popery, ib. Is 
disgnsted with Damley’s insolent beha- 
viour, 285. Her familiarity with Rizzio 
offends the king, 286. Vindiosted from 
any criminal correspondciice with Rizzio, 
288, 289. Uses her utmost endeavours to 
prevent bis murder, 291. ^he is oonfined 
by the conspirators, ib. She gains tlio 
king, and escapes from them', 292. Is re- 
conciled to the exiled nobles, 293. Her 
hatred to Darnley increases, 298. And fa- 
vonr for Bothwell boramenoes, 299. Ex- 
tiognisbes some domestic feuds among 
the nobles, SOI. Is delivered of ber son, 
•James VI., in tfae castle of Edinburgh, ib. 
Invites several foreign princes^ his bap- 
tism, 302. Contuiues to treat Dftihniey with 
'neglect, ib. Her attachment to Bothwell 
increases, ib. Prevents Damley’s intended 
flight, 305. Visits the borders, 306. An 
instance of her regard for Bothwell on 
that occasion, ib. How she rivalled'queen 
Elizabeth, 307. Her riglit of snccesrion 
• 2 ir 
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fairoQftd by the Engliib pariianrant, ib. by the confederate^ 370. Her precipe 
$ho endeafji^pTs' to iivul nenelf of that tate flight into Galloway,' 37i. Rashly 
opporinnity i 309* She lakes an extraor- determines to retire to England, 372. Goe» 
' dinary step in fae-ohr -of Popery, 8l0.‘ thither against the adrioe of her attend' 
EeeeiTes a present from Urn pope, ^bat ants, 373. Arrives at Carlute, ib. Writes 
stopa his. mmoio at Pvis, 311^ Endea- .to queen EUaabeth, imploring her good 
▼oorb to i^nre a bettor sahabtenoe for offices, ib. Receives letters of condolence 
Ihe'reformed clergy, 31fl. ller aversion .from her, and deraands aflraitUmoe into Imr 
jto tbe king excessire, beoomes melas- presence, 376. This refused, and why, ib. 
HphQly,fb. .Goes to Stirling to odebrato Offers to^ submit her cause to queen Eli- 
ber son’s baptism, 313. Is graatly of- zabetfa, 377. Is much deceived in her 
fended at tbe king's .behavionr on tbat expectation from tbis, 379. And offended 
occasion, 314. RMlores the Popish eo- on discovering tbe artiflhes of queen Eli- 
clevastical jorisdiction, 317. Her neglect eabeth, ib. Earnestly solicits to be adinit- 
' of tbe king daring bis sickness; S19t The ted into her presence, 380. She is carried 
breach between toem becomes' irrepara- to BoltoD-castle, 383. Chagrined at lind- 
ble, ib. She visits him at Gla^w, 330. ing herself a prisoner, ib. Agrees to an 
Tbe diotiveaof her dlssimnlation on that ioqniry into her conduct, 383. Her dissi- 
oooasion, ib. 331. Prevails on him to malation with regard tu religion, ib. 
home to Edinburgh, 323. Her sa|picious Commissioners appointed to appear in her 
behavibur to bim there, 323. Issues a name, 385. Her chief view in this affair, 
proclamation for discovering his murder- 386. Consents to moving the conference 
ers, 334. Is sopposed to have been ao- to WesLminster, 392. She is carried Lo 
oessary to.il, ib. Is charged* with it Tnthbory in Staffordshire, 393. Is mncli 
abroad as well as at-home, 325. Goes to offended at the regard shewn the regent, 
visit her son at Stirling, 337. Is met on «and recalls herooDseot to tlie conference, 
her return by BothweU, who seizes and 394. The aocusatinbs against her pro- 
carries her to Dunbar, 338. This . snp- doced by the regent, 395. Is accused 
posed vrilh her consent, ib. Is oondncled likewise by tbe earl of Lennox, 396. Her 
to Edinburgh, 340, And married, to Both- oommissioners refuse to answer, and dc- 
well, ib. I^n^ an apology to the oonrts mand .a personal interview, 397. They 
of France and England, 341. Her con- protest against future prooe^ings, ib. A 
dnot causes a general indignation against suspicious oiroumstonoe against her, ib. 
her abroad, 342. Is alarmed at^ a combi- Her oomraissionei-s withdraw from. the 
nation of the noblea against her» 344. .meeting, 398* Her resolute answer to a 
She publiUies a manifesto to,yiDdicato her harsh proposal of queen Elizabeth, 400. 
conduct, ib. Is conducted to the cssUe of Avoids any farther, progress In the iii- 
Bortbwick, 345. Marches with Bothwell's quiry, ib. Is enraged at the proceedings, 
forces against the confederate .lords, 346. nnd proposes desperate measures, 401. 
An attempt of an aocommOdation proves Spreads vbimerioal conjectnrea with that 
vain, ib. 347. Is forced to surjrander to view, ib. Proposes a divorce from Botli- 
.the confederates, 348. Is nsultedby tbe well, 404. Is iiifluenoed by the duke of 
aoldiers and mob, Jb. . Is carried to, IMin- Norforlk’s schemes, 405. Exchanges 
burgh, where many abuses ere offered many letters and love-tukens with him, 
her, 349* Is sent a prisoner lo Loohlevin- ib. Consents tu proposals from tbe Eng- 
CBitle, 551'. Qneen' Elizabeth interposes lish nobles, 407. Their views in this 
in her behalf, 353. Tbe English ambas- trqnsaction, ib. 408. A rebellion by her 
sador is refused access to her, 355. .Va- Udborents against queen Elizabeth, 411. 
rions propoaala among the oonfederates Is removed to Coventry, 413. Queen Eli- 
ooncerning her, ib. They oblige her lo .zabelb thinks of delivering her up to the 
resign tha^governmeut, 356. Different regept,414. Ibis prefect how disappoint- 
reasonings on this measure, 358—360. ed,415. Accession of several^ to her party 
Is mnoh moved with tlie freedom of the afref tbe murder of the regent, ii.3. They 
earl ef Murray, 361* Her p^y among \endeavour to foment a war with England, 
thenoblesDecomea dispirited, 363. Her '4. Her aothority prociaimed at Linlith- 
resignation of. the crown accepted by the gow, ib. Her parties defeated by tbe new 
pariiument, and bfv imprisonment de- regent, 7* .Bhe answers proposals |>y queen 
dared U«fol, 365. Her letters to Both- l^xabetfa, 8. AUempls^lu vain to* get fo- 
well read, Und she dedared'aooessory to reigii essistence, 9. .Appdntf commis- 
the king’s' murder, ib. Escapes from ' siOners to frame a treaty for ber libera- 
LochleviM, 366. Arrives at Hamiltoq, 367.. tion, 10. Tbis proving fruitlesa, she is 
Is attended by many nobler «tnd a mime- more strictly coniuicd, 11. Tbe invalidity 
rous army, ib. An association signed in oT her resignation declared in a parliament 
ber defence, ib. Her impiddence in ha- held by her adherents, 16. Acl of parlia- 
zarding a battle, 369. Her army defeated meat in England to curb ber and her party ^ 
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SO. Slie looks fq# protection from the 
king; nf Spain, SlTls denied the privi- 
lege of an ambassador at Uie conrtof Eng- 
land, 24. Is nfore close] j confined and 
inatolied, ibi. Proceedings against her in 
England, 27. Her interest neglected by 
"ihe French, 28. Is liurt by the massacre 
at Paris, 29. Her adherents divided into 
two factions, 37. One of them joins with' 
Morton the regent, 39. "Review of the 
^^haractersof her adherents and opponents, 
4l. Her forlorn bitnation, ib.^ Is carried 
to Hnxton Wells, 42. Loses several of 
her friends by death, 44. Sends a letter 
and presents to-her son, 57. Her messen- 
ger, why dismissed withont seeing him, 
ib. Her nneasiness at his confinement by 
the lintliven conspirators, 78. Complains 
In queen Elissalieth of her hard asage,79. 

- And begs herinfercession for the king her 
son, ill. Throgmorton’s conspirnoy in her 
favnnr, 91, 92. A frnitless negotiation 
with queon Elizabeth, 95. Is alarmed at 
an association in defence of qaeen Eliza- 
beth, 97. Is committed to more severe 
keepers, 98. Betrayed by lord Gray, tho 
Scotch anvbassador, 99. A Htalote fpr the 
preservation of queen Elizabeth proves 
fatal lc» her, 103. Is more rigorously 
treated, t04. Her coinplainls to qneeii 
Elizabeth disregarded, ib. Is by (ho 
French ambassador’s interest rdMoved to 
Tnlliburyj 105. Is nndalifally treated by 
. the king her son, ib. Her passionate com- 
.plaint to the French ambassador on that 
occasion, ib. Threatens to disinherit him, 
106. Several discoveries alleged against 
her, 119. Slio is guarded with unusual 
vigilance, 122. Her domestics, papers, 
&o. are seized, ib. She is conveyed to 
Fotheringay-oaslle, ib. Deliberation con- 
cerning the method of proceeding agmnsl 
. Iior, ib. 123. Is suapinions of poison or 
private mnrder, 124. Vindicates herself 
to the doke of Guise, ib. The oununis* 
aiouers for trying her arrive at Fotherin- 
gay-castle, ib. Her spirited ijicech when 
refusing to plead, *^ib. Is at length pre- 
vailed on, 125. She protests agUinst the 
anthority of the court, 126. The aconsa- 
tion ag^ninst her, ib. Her defence, ib. 127. 
Her sentence, 128. Irfe^Iaritiea in her 
trial, 129. Her sentence is conGnned by 
parliament, 130. Who demand the exe- 
HiatiDn of it, ib. France interposes feebly 
in her - behalf, 132. The sentence against 
lier published, 134. She is treated" with 
the utmost rigour, ib. Her last request to 
queen Elizabeth, 135. Refuses the ossist- 
UDce of a Protestant bishop or dean, ib. 
Artifices qsed to inflame the people 
against her, 136. Her behaviour at her 
.^eath, 139—142. Sentimente of historians 
concerning her, 142. Her character, 143. 
Her p.r«Hi de»rit>e<>. >» 
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at Peterborongb, and afterward in West- 
minster Abbey, 145. LeUers from her. 
Appendix, 3S9. 368. .374. 4l7. Her will, 
419. Objections against her by Walsing- 
ham, 413. What course te be taken with 
her, ib. A dissertation on the gennineiiess 
of her leliera to Bodiwell, end of vol. ii. 

Maxwell, Ipvd, airrives from Spain, and 
prepares forces to join the Spsniards, ii. 
156. Hip followers dispersed, he is taken 
prisoner, ib. 

Melvil is sent by the.Frenoli king to 
observe the motions of the qneen regent 
•and her adversaries, i. 157. SeiU to make 
up a dilTerenoe between Elizabeth and 
Mary, 255. Brings about an appearanoc 
of friendship between them, ib. Is sent to 
inform qneen Elizabeth of the bhtli of king 
dames VI., 301. Pats a letter into the 
qneen’s hand against her marriage with 
Bothwell, 337. Is forced to fly from court, 
ib. Advises king James lo moderate mea- 
sures upon his escape from the Ruthven 
conspirators, ii. 82. 

, Mr. Andrew, a clergyman, his 

character, ii. 45. Zealously opposes epis- 
copacy, Declines tho civil jurisdiction 
in ecclesiastical matters, 86. Is forced to 
fly into England to avnid perseoulion, 87 . 

Melville^ Mr. James, minister of An- 
strutber, his encomium on the eloquence 
of Knox the reformer, ii. 35. 

, Sir Robert, sent by king James 

to intercede with queen Elizabeib fur 
queen Mary while under sentence, ii. IS.'). 
Executes his commission with fidelity mid 
zeal, 136. A memorial of bis to the king. 
Appendix, 436. 

— — , Moster of the linnsehold to 
queen Mary, takes his last farewell of her, 
ii. 140. Her parting spoeoli to him, 1 11. 

Mildmay, Sir Waller, sent by queen ' 
Elizabeth with proposals to queen Mary, 
ii. 8. 

Monluc, bishop of Valence, employed 
by the Freneh tu conclude a peace with 
England and Scotland, i. 189. Terms 
agreed to by him, 190, 191. 

Montgomery appoiuled archbisbop of 
Glasgow, ii. 71. Is refused and excom- 
municated by the general assembly for 
his immoral life, 72. 

' Montmorency, constable of France, cn - 
deavonrs lo prevent the dauphin’s mar- 
riage with qneen Mary, i. 128. His pru- 
dent advice to Henry II.» ib. Makes a 
slender appearance in favour of qneen 
Mary, ii. 28. 

Morton, earl of» his irresolute conduct 
M lo the Reformation, i. 175. Accom- 
panies qneen Mary in a progress to the 
north, 235. Instigates Darnley to he 
avenged of Rizio, 288. Takes the direc- 
tion of lhat enterprise, 290. Is adunlUd 
into tlie queen’s presence, who promise > 
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lilqi a pardon, 29S. Is forced to flj into 
England, 293. Obtains bis pardon on 
BoUiiyell’s int^cossion, 315. Seiees a 
casket with letters from queen Mary to 
Bothwell, 352. Heisbjqueeu Elizabetb’s 
ioteiposition, in favour with the king's 
party -after tbe mnrder of the regent, ii. 3. 
Appointed one of the commissioners td . 
treat with the queen's party, 10. His de- 
mands fimstrale the meeting, 11. Is en- 
tirely influenced by the court of England, 
17. Commands the king's forces at Leith, 
25. Has several skirmishes with the 
queen’s forces, ib. Closely besieges Edin- 
burgh, and commits great cruelties, ib. A 
suspension procured by the English and 
. French ambassadors, 26. A coalition of 
parties prevented by him, 31. He is 
chosen regent, 32* His meroeiiary ingrati- 
tude to the earl of Noithnmbcrland, ib. 
Obtains tbe temporalities of the arch- 
bishopric of St. Andrew's, 33. Labonrs to 
procure a peace between the two parties, 
36. Attempts in vain to gain Maitland and 
Kirkaldy, 37. Makes a treaty with Cha- 
telfaeranlt and Hontly, 38. Gets posses- 
sion of the castle of ^inburgli, 40. His 
severity to Kirkaldy and his brother, 42. 
His administration becomes odious, 43. 
His various methods of gratifying his 
avarice, ib. 44. Connives at the dispute 
of the clergy, 45. He irritates tbe nobles, 
46. Argyle and Athol refuse to answer his 
summons, ib. Makes a vain attempt against 
lord Claude Hamilton, 47. Discovers the 
designs of the nobles against him, and pro- 
poses to resign his office, 49. His resig- 
nation accepted by the king gives univer- 
sal joy, ib. Obtains an approbation of his 
conduct, and a pardon in ample form, 50. 
Continues to watch tbe motions of his ad« 
versaries, 51. Is forced to surrender the 
castle of Edinburgh, ib. Rcaumes his 
authority, 52. Guns the castle of Stirling, 
and a seal in ibe privy- council, 53. Pro- 
cures a meeting of tbe parliament at Stir- 
ling, ib. His ^security rarificd in it, ib. 
Forces aro raised for and against him, 54. 
He is reconciled to his adversaries by tbe 
intercession of queen Elizabeth, ib. Is 
suspected of foul play at an entertainment 
at his own house, 55. His illegal pro- 
ceedings against tbe family of Hamilton, 
56. The king’s new favonrites nod^nnhie 
him, .59. He endeavours to prevent them, 
60. Queen Elizabeth interpose^ in his fa- 
vour, 61. Is charged with ^ing accessary 
to the late king’s de^b, 62. He is confined 
in different prisons^ 63. Disoonrages on 
attempt to rescue him, ib. All his friends'* 
arc turned out of office, 66. He is tried 
and condemned, 67. His resolute calm 
behaviour and confession beforo and at bis 
‘ilcalli, ib.,68. His body is treAed with 
ignominy, 69. . 


Mnnray, carl of, ^Jate prior of St. 
Andrew's, goes with a handful of men 
against Hunily, i. 237. By bis great 
skill and courage be gains a complete 
victory, 258. His grant is confirmed by 
parHament, 245. Cabals against him by 
Lennox and Domley, 261. His aversion to* 
Darnley and other court favourites, 266. 
Odls Bolhwell to, stand a trial, ib. His 
.reaiuDB for opfiosing Darnley's marriage 
with the queen, 267. He and his asso- 
ciates are made the dopes of queen 
Elizabeth’s policy, 269. Concerts to seize 
Darnley,. and carry him to England, 
270. lids prevented by the ■ queen, 
ib. Avoids assassioaLion intended him 
by Darnley, ib. Evidences of these 
plots, ib. 271. The queen’-s vassals are 
called to arms against him, 271. Hp is 
summoned to appear before her, 272. -Is 
again summoned and outlawed on bis 
non-appearance, 273. Is forced to fly 
with his associates inlo Argyleshiro, 274. 
They are interceded for by queen jkliza- 
betb, ib. Are pursoed by the queen, and 
obliged to fly into England, 276. They 
meet with unexpected ill-treatment from 
queen Elizabeth, ib. Courts Rizio to in- 
tercede with the queen for him, 281. 
Many of his old friends solicit for him, ib. 
The queen’s favour how intercepted, 282. 
A parliament is called to atlainl them, 284. 
This bow prevented, 285. He aud his as- 
sociates arrive at j^inbnrgb, 291. Are. 
graciously received by the Idng and queen, 
ib. Are alarmed at the qneen’s escape, 
bnt soon reconciled to her, 292. He is 
appointed regent during tlie minority of 
kinj^ James VI. ,361. 'His harsh behaviour 
in aTisit to the queen, ib. The snocess of 
bia wise administration, 363. Procures 
many of the queen’s party to join him, ib. 
Gets tbe places of strength into bis hands, 
364. His offibe of regent confirmed by 
parliament, 365. His severe and haughty 
behaviour disgusts several, 366. His ad- 
herents in great ooostemation at the 
qaeen’s escape from Loohlevin, 368. His 
pjrudmit conduct * on that occasion, 369. 
Defeats Ibe queen’s anny at Langsidc, 
370. He improves tliis victory, 381. His 
lenity to the pjisoners, ib. lie calls a 
parliamept, 383. Is called upon by queen 
Elizabeth to vindicate his oondnot, 384. 
Ho arrives at York, 386: HU views in 
this affafr,-ib. Complaints of tbe queen's 
commissioners against him, 388. He 
behaves with great reserve ' on this occa- 
sion, ib. This part of his conduct accounted 
for, 389. Idtrigues with the dnke of 
Norfolk, ib. His demands from the Eng- 
lish commissioners, 390. Answer to the 
complaints of tbo queen's commissioners 
without toucbiiig on tbe murder, 392. 
Agrees to have the conference moved to 
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^ ** 
Wertmi...ur. ib. l«.ir»di0M the clergj, llj. The king etiempt. to re- 

by queen El«»belh, whiob offends queen eoiicile their feuds and unite them 160 
Mnry, 394. Is prevaded on by Elizabelh See Lords. y ’ 

to uocuM Mw 7 pt the inurier.395. Pro- Norfolk, duke of, appointed a enui. 
dnces niB eviaenceBp 398e Is dismissed by missioner lo bent Ibe oavise between 
queen EUtmbelh withoat approving or queen Mary and bet accusersy i. 386. 
condemning his conduct, 400. His parly Forms a scheme of monnting the thmne of 
IS secretly supported by her, 401, Re- Scotland, 389. Inlrignes with the regent 
turns to Scotland, and by his vigorous and Maitland wiHi that view, ib. He rc- 
oonduot breaks the queen's party, .402. presents the demands of the Soots to 
He receives proposals both from qoeen qnecn Elizahelb, 391. Ills farther no- 
Elizabetb and qneen Mary, 404. He dis- gotialions with respect to queen Msrj. 
appoints Norfolk, 409. An account of his 40.5. Endeavnnrs to cunccal his design 
murder, 415, 416. His cLaraoler, 417. from qneen Elizabeth, ib. Is imposed qon 
His death much lamented by queen Eliza- by the artifice of the regent, 406. (aeU 
Ijetli and the king’s party, ii. 1. Much the consent of maiijr of the English nobles, 
anarchy the consequence of it, ib. Part of 407. His project approvud at fnroign 
a letter of his, App. 383. His heir mur- courts, 408. Is discovered and defeated 
dered by the earl of Hunlly, 166. . by queen Elizabclb, 409. Flies to Nor- 
folk, 410. He surrenders on a second' 
Naue, secretary to qneen Mary, is sent summons, and is sent prisoner to <he 
by her with «l letter and presents to her tower, ib. Is set at liberty, an4rnontijines 
8on,ii. 57. Why dismissed withoat seeing bis intrigues with queen Mary, ii. 21. Is 
him, ib. Is sent with offers of humble re- betrayed by his secretary, 22. Is seized 
signation to queen Elizabeth, 97. .Is seized with his dependants, and acoused by them, 
and sent prisoner to London, 122. Is pro- 23. Is executed, ib, 
duced an evidence against her, 128. Norlliumberlaud, carl of. attempts a re- 

Nevil discovers and prevents Parry’s hellion in favour of queen Mary, i. 411. 
design lomardcr qneen Elizabeth, ii. 103. His scheme defeated, 412. Ho is seized 
Nobles, their extensive power^ i. 18. by the regent, 413. Is delivered up lo the 
Ilecome tnrbolent and formidable, 19. governor of Berwick, and put lo death at 
Their power greater in Soolland than in York, ii. 32. 

anv oier kingdom, 20. The causes of Nottingham, countess of, some account 
Uiis, ib. Their power of long duraUon, of the transaplions concerning llio carl ol 
31,* 32. It liecoiiies intolerable to the Essex’s ring, ii. 231. 

Drinccs ib. They are humbled in Franco .... 

and Eugland, ib. But continue vigorous Octavians, their inshtulisn wd ex - 
in Scotland, ib, Discords among them en- tensive powers, ii. 183. They undennine 
couraged, ib. Their jurisdiction oircum- the king’s ministers, ib. Become 
scribed 33. Are greatly mortified by and a ooinbination is formed against thorn, 
kins James V., 53—56. Are disappointed ib. Being split into faotions, and envied 
hl a'scbemo to shew their resentment. 58. by the confers, they resign Ibe.r com- 
nprnap to attend the king into England, mission, 197. — c* 

69. Tbcy Kiae the re»eiiae» of tiK <*aroh, ^ 


.pp«,ve “ZC" rince of. ,end. .. .Reel into 

Scotland, ii. 65. His instructions, ib. 


s'e’s. Several of them recommend 
Bothwell 08 a* husband to her, 3^. A 


r«:rwnrorof th^ » -.1;- „r .... K«.ch 

C..i4,336. VB^we^lis SS b ScS. ..de.ve..r. i. pro- 

against her and Bo^weH. 3^. P ^ i. Hi. 

different views in this, 344. A P«ty froitrated, ib. The nnmber of 

them favours the queen, 552. tnioSi under his command, 147. Insli- 

mneh “** *^„^okVdbT queen-re,ent to »iole«t inea- 

Marniy, 363 .mej *i»“aohproTOl»d^^^ gate. ^ q %fo,„er.. 148. 1. 

Eonapire againat the king a favoantea, 74. p abbot of, orrlaea in Scotland, 

Cr«tt.a.a«api.i.».fth...lof 
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Lennox in tlie enrl )of ^ran regent, ib. 
]» made archbishop of 8t. Ao^rews, 95. 

Paris, the nnsswe of, ii. 38, 39. Re- 
joicings 4if the popidh party on aoopant 
of 39; The oonsternation and horror 
of ihoPj^iesUntBiib. , . ■ 

Porlianieht/theiiatore of tBw original 
coDstiUiLioit, i. 63, 63. Particolvij that 
of Scotland, 64 — 68. 193.' A parliainont 
.held on an exlraortlSiiUiryoooasioii, 193. 
A'diflicdity slarted and answered, 19-E 
Their proceedings with regard to religion, 
ih. 195. Cdndemn the popish and ap- 
prove the reformed ^ootrinea, ib. Seve- 
ral other regnlatibna of the same ten- 
dency, 196. Their yalidi^ called in 
question, 197. Exceed their powers, 
198. Their proceedings laid before the 
king and qaeen, ib. 'A parliament in fa- 
vour of Bbihweli; 331. Passes an act 
in favoui^f the Reformation, 333. 'Coo- 
Hrin the proceedings of the confederates,* 
364. Parliaments held both by the king's 
and queen's parties, ii. 15. Another of 
the queen'a edber'cnts, 16. Attaint up- 
wards of two hundred of their opponents, 
17. A parliament at Stirling by the 
king's party, ib. Surprised by the queen's' 
adbereAts, 18. Another kl’ Stirling, 53. 
One at Edinburgh, 60. And on the 
king's being of age; 150. • Several new. 
laws made there, 151<— 153. The lesser 
liarons admitted into parliament, 153. 

Parry, Doctor, onderiakes to. murder 
queen Elizabeth, ii, 103. la encouraged 
iiy and gets absolatiou from the. pope', ij). 
His design how prevented, 103. li exe- 
cuted, ib. « 

Parsons, h Jesuit,- publishes a book In 
favour of the Infanta' of Spain's right of 
succession to the crown pf England, ii, 
183. 'c . 

Pasquinades and' Pictures accusing 
- BoiliWml- of Di^^y's murder, i. 324. 
A law ina4^ agaibat them, 333. 

PaCleU>; William, Ipa aoebnut of the, 
Scottish ancient military discipline, i. 98, 
99, note. 

Panlet, Sir Amlea,1fl appointed oiie of 
queen Mary's, keeper#, M* 98. . His rigid 
severity to. her, 104. . Discovers her fo- 
reigo correspondence, .130. ' Hi# ^mde 
treatment of hbr, 134. Kefiosof td be 
concerned in privatelyjusasstnatiifg her, 
137., A letter from hiqifA^endix, 435. 

PellevA, bishop of Amiens, is appointed 
to support ' the popish interest, in Soot- . 
land, i., 164. . Drives th# qiieen-regeut to 
violent measures against the P/otestanU, 
ib. 

Perth, an inainreotion of the' rafonuera 
there .against tbe Papists, i. 144. Its 
inhabitants arc severely treated by- tbo 
queen-regent, >147. A Frebdli garrison 


placed there, ib. Is besieged and taken 
by tbe ProleslnnlB, 151. A great tumult 
there on account of Cowrie's couspiracv 
ii. 209. , . r j, 

^ Philip n. of Spain', marribd to Mary, 
queen of England, i. 112. ^oinforcerf 
his army with her troops, 1 35. His great 
power, ii. 107. Joins in the holy league*, 
^b. Resolves to invade and conquer Eng- 
land,. 155. His preparations for it dila- 
/tory,^ 158. His design frustrated,' ib. 
Meditates m ihrasion of England throngh 
Scotland^, 1^9. Inlrigoes with some Scot- 
tish lords with that view, 160. Remits 
money to them, 179. 

'Pinkey. the battle of, i. 97. 

^ns V.,pope, excommunicates queen 
Elizabeth, deprives her of her kingdom, 
and absolves her subjects, ii, 7. 

Polly, one of Bubington's conspirators 
against queen Elizabeth, ii. 118. Disco - 
ver^ the plot, ib. 

Poltrot, a frantic zealot, assassinates 
the duke ofDnise at the siege of Orleans, 
i. 343. 

Pont; Mr. Robert, a minister, and one 
> of the lords of session, protests against 
laws oppressive to the church, ii. 89. 

Popery, where most flourishing, i. 115. 
What kind prevailed in Scotland, ib. 
Waa partly grafted ou bealhenism, 153. 
Is'inaoh hurt by the congregation, 194. 
.Their doctrines condemned by parliament, 
195. The jnrisdiction of their courts 
abolished, ^96. Their worship prohi- 
bited, ib. Attempt in vain to gain qneen 
Mary s favour, 331. 'Phe great influeuce 
of popery, 383. 

- ‘Power, tbe balance of, the great con- 
sequence of preserving it, i. 70. 

, Presbyterian church government esta- 
blished imSootland, ,1. 302, Is confirmed 
byjring James VI., ii. 169. 

Protestaota, in France, violently per- 
uecnledf i, 159. Are moderate on queen 
Mary's arrival from France, 219. Are 
employed by her in the administration, 
320. A scheme for suppressing them all 
over Europe, 383. A league formed for 
^tbat purpose^ u. 107. See Reformation. 

' ^ Ha MS A Y, & favourite of king Jaraesl II., 
paiTOwlj escapes bejng hanged with his 
associates, i. 47. Is appoinfed captain of 
the hiug’s guard, and created earl of Bolh- 
well,46. SeeBotfiwell. 

Raudan; Sieur de, employed by tbe 
•Fr^oh to negotiate amaoe with England 
and Scolland, i. 189t^T^ma agreed on bj 
him, 190.. V 

Randcipfa, sent to'enconrage the con- 
gregation, i. 173« Cohgnitntales queen 
Mary’s arrival in Scolland, 331. Urges 
the ratification of the treaty of Edinburgh, 
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.lb. Ib impoMed on bj qneen Marj in ibe 
nffaif of ber murlage with Darnlej, 263, 
Sent into Scotland on the mnrder of Mur* 
ray, ii. 2. IdterpoBea for Morton, 64. 
Plies from Sootland in the night, 66. Is 
sent again there, and oonoludes a treaty 
with England, 114. Several of his let- 
ters, App. 311, 316, 320, 321, 333,339, 
344. 

RatolifT. See Sussex. 

Reformation, ils progress in Scotland, 
i. 105. Acconrit of its first preachers, ih. 
Is much influenced by England, 106. 
Two remarkable instruments of p.romoting 
if, 107, 108. It makes great progress, 

112. Causes contributing to promote it, 

1 13. Its advantages over Popery, 121. 
Is favoured hy the queen-regent^ 127. An 
instance of regard for it in Scotland, 135. 
The whole party not chargeable with car- 
dinal Beatoun's murder, ih. A priest 
burnt for embracing it, ib. The reformers 
violently persecuted by the archbishop of 

Andrew’s, ib. Are protected by the 
qneen-regent, 136. Apply in vain to the 
poplidi clergy, ib. A perseontion against 
them pushed on by the French interest, 
110. The preachers summoned before the 
regent, 142. They are deceived and de- 
clared out-laws hy her, 143. A riotous 
insurrection of them at Perth against the 
Papists, 144. Prepare to defend them- 
selves against the queen, 14.5. Conclude 
a treaty with her which she presently 
breaks, 146. They take armi againatlhe 
queen, 148. Insist on redressing civil as 
well as religious grievances, 149. Tjie in- 
fluence of the Ileformation on liberty, ib. 
They besiege and take Perth, 151. They 
seize Stirling and Edinburgh, ib. Commit 
great violence on churches and monaste- 
ries, ib. Their conduct how accounted for, 
152. An instance of their moderation, 153. 
Fix their residence at Edinburgh, ib. The 
queen prepares to attack them, 154. 
Makes another treaty with' her, 155. Are 
forced to abandon Edinburgh, &c. but al- 
lowed the exercise of their religion, ib. 
Demand the expulsion of the French 
army, ib. Are aware of their danger from 
France, 159. Their party slreogtbcned,ib. 
Remonstrate against the French fortify- 
ing Leith,' 163. Take arms in their own 
defence, 1 65. Remonstrate again to the 
regent, 166. Are highly inoensed at her 
imperioqa answer, ib. By ad vice of a con- 
vention deprive the queen-dowager of the 
office of regeat, 168. The foondationa of 
this eonduct, 168—170. Examination of 
the diflTerent principles on which it was 

oonducledin different conntrieB,202. The 
growth of it encouraged by parliament, 
363. See Congregation. ' 

Regalities, the ample junsdielion of, 
i. 17. . ' 


Repledgingi’He privilege of, to whom 
belonging, i. 17. , 

Revenge, enconraged wb b)- custom 
and law, i. 32. 

Revenues of the cbarch, proceedings of 
parliament concerning them, i. 196. 

Rfdolpl^i, an agent for the pope at Lon- 
don negotiates for queen Marv, ii. 21. 
His argninents with the duke of Nor- 
.folk, 22. 

Rizio, David, some account of him and 
his rise, i.261. Dariile^’s connexion with 
him, 262. IJis good offices courted bj 
Ufarray, 281. Ilis great interest and fa- 
miliarity with the queen, 286- Incurs the 
hatred of Parnlev.in. And of flic friends 
of the exiled lords, 287. Scvcml Coiinir- 
ring causes of this, ih.' A coinhinatioii 
formed to murder him, 288. Ho is iiiui- 
dered in the queen's palace, 29t. 

* Romans invade Hrilain, i. 2. Cive the 
earliest accounts of the Sr4)ls« ib. 

Ross, bishop of, ’^ealou^ly promotes 
queen Mary's interest at London, ii. 21. 
22. Is confined to llie Tower, and llirent- ' 
ened with capital pnnislnnent, 23, 24. lit 
set at liberty, and banished the kiiigdoiii, 
ib. Some letters of his, App. i. 377. 

Rubay, a foreigner, made keeper of tin* 
great seal of Sootland, i. 

Rutbven.lord, the murder of Rizio prc»- 
posed to him by Darnley, i. 2H8. Hewfls 
the conspirators against him, 290. His 
|MiTt in' tlintlransBCtion, ib. 291. Is ad- 
mitted into the queen’s presence, who 
proroiseH him a pardon, 292. Did not re- 
pent of it at hbi death, 297. 

— — , created earl of Cowrie, ho and 
bis associates tiicize the king, and rcmoii- 
stfale against his favourites, ii. 74. Drive 
them fnra him, 7S. Their conduct ap- 
proved in an asKeiiibly of the stales, 77. 
The king escapes I'lom them, 8t). By Ar- 
lun’s influence vioU’iiiineasureaaredeter- 
luioed against them, 83, Queen Elisabeth 
intercedes in tlieir behalf, ib. Are de- 
clared guilty of high-treasim, 85. Take 
refuge in foreign countries, ib. Are 
harshly treated by qneen Elizabeth, 99. 

A reconciliation with her brought about, 
110. Relnrn to Scotland, and are recon- 
ciled to the king, 111. moderation 

on being reator^ to their estates and ho- 
nodra, 112. Tbeir negiecl of their friends 
the clergy, 113. 

Rntbven, that name abolished by par- 
liament, ii. 219. See Gowrie. 

Rulhven raid, what, ii. 75. 

Sadler, Sir Ralph, biarcpreaenlalions 
of the reacnlroent of the Scots, for the 
aeienre of their ahips by Henry VIII., i. 
82. Appointed "a commissioner to hear 
the cauBc between qneen Mary and liec- 
accuaera, 386. 
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Sudauid*' of Colder, Vd $1 Mu, 
mi to l|ij'tltV 4 .proeee<iiogo •of coo'* 
gregitioo MrKiiii^ lieforo tfaa kiig ittd 
qatoo io Frttioe, i. 198. Ii ra* , 
ceifoij^ and difUiiiaaed. vrithoot* 
thn liij flion, 199. ‘ VV' , 

St^agd^ aSpukuboffioer^ hit doipitvto 
reaoMiott to kill qoeen Et^ibetb, ii. 116, 
lit. . • 

Sootmd itfi uioiest lUitorj ftboloos, 
i. ti origin of tbo Soots, 9.- Their 
hiitoiywbj remarkably obfonrO, S. Some 
acoonnt of the writers of It, 4. Is divided 
into four periods, ib. A revieir of the 
third ena, 5. Some.accoont of the oon- 
truveniy concerninK its independency, 
6 — 9. This the oanse of great animosities 
and mnph bloodObed, 10. The State of 
Scotland when Bnioe began liis reign, 

1 1. It begins to have an influenoeon ^e 
fate of distant nations*, 73. InflOenoe as 
to the balance of power, 74.’ Stale of 
Scotland at the birth of queen Mary, 76. 

, la invaded by the English, and -sereral 
places bnhit and plundered, 88. Mach 
alienated from the English, ib. 89. A peace 
concloded between England, France, and 
Scotland, 90. Compntation of damages 
done by the English in Soottaud, ib. ^ 
new breach with Eoglaad, 95. Is invaded 
by a great English .army, 96. The Scots 
are defeated with great alanghtetr, 97. 
Their manner of fighting at that time, 
98. A marriage apreed pf ibeir young 
qneen and the dauphin of France, 101. 
They soon repent this step, 104. A fray 
at ^inbnrgb 4ooasions their otter aver- 
aion to the Frenoh, 105. This infikmed 
by another incident, 123. They deolioe a 
war with England, 12&. Eeud r^resen- 
tatires to witness qneen Maiy’s'marrisge,. 
128. Their oare as lo the minihgi az- 
oles, ib. refiise eonsent to the de- 

mand oinp^rnnch, ISO. Fonr of their 
depo^MhSM^inted to be poisoned, 131. 
Which IRb increases the aversion, ib. 
Grant tim nrcfwn matrimonial to the dau- 
phin, 132. They •pptj to; the English 
for assistance against ^ French, 172. An 
English fleet arrives for that purpose, 182. 
Conclnde a peace with En^and, and re- 
ceive an English army, ib. 183. All 
parties agree in . detehtiog FMcb, 
186. A treaty between Englaiiid, France, 
and Scotland, 189. Both English and 
French armies leave Sootland, 192. They 
rejoice much at the death of the young 
king of Pranoe, 201. Send to invite the 
, qneen to Scotland, 206. Reject propo- 
sals jof an ambassadmr from France, 207. 
Stale of Scotland on qnebu Mary’s return 
. from France, 216. . Great aeal of the.na- 
, tion against Popery, 219. The Soots 
''broagbt'lDto Contempt by queen Mary’s 
oondnet, 343. In a miserable condition 

i ' ■ • 


the mCrder otMankj the regent, ii; 
16. S^kte of factions at that time in it, 
ib;* A leagne oonclndciib between Scot- 
dlpiid and England, 114. A view of 
revolalions of I^Uand since the ao- 
'easaiop 4 )f James VI., 237 — ^248. Of the, 
poUejr of the state, 237 — 242. And of the 
dikirmi,242, 243. Of the genina and taste 
as to letming, 243 — 246. 

Soott of Ettoeledgfa, enters and ravages 
England after the nrarder of Murray the 
regent, if. 1. The design of this, 4. 

Sorope^ lord, sent to oondole with, and 
watch qoeen Mary Cn her arrival in £u- 
gland, i..376. She is committed to his 
custody at Bolton-caslle, 382. Why liis 
fidelHj is distrusted, and the queen re- 
moved, 393. 

Session, lords and court of, by whom 
first appointed* i. 35. The president and 
one hiJf of their namber of the clergy, 
118. 

SetOD, lord, assists the qucen-regeut io 
defending Leith, i. 174. 

Sbrewsbnry, earl of, the charge of 
queen Mary's person oommitted to, him, 

i. 393. Why removed from that office, 

ii. 98. Is appointed to see tl»e sentence 
against her executed, 138. Letter from 
him and the earl of Kent, oonoeming her 
death, Appendix, 438. 

Sinclair^ bishop of Rots, a oealous 
Papist, coDcors as president of the ses- 
sion, in acquitting Knox of a charge of 
treason,^ i. 248. 

Somerset, dnke of, enters Sootland, 
with a pow^ul army, i. 96. Is redooed 
to a very oxitioal sitnatioo, 97. Defeats 
the Soots with great slaughter, 98. This 
victory why oflUtle advantage, 99. Cabals 
against him at the court' of England force 
him to return, ib. Is ruined by hia*ene- 
mles, 103. 

Spain, great warlike preparations there, 
ii. 154. See Armado. Ihe Infanta of, 
set up as oaodidate for the crown of 
England, 162. 

' Spanish ambassadors ordered to leave 
England, fbr intriguing in frvour bf qneen 
Mary, ii. 24. 93. , • 

Sprot, his discoveries oonoerning Gow-' 
rie’s conspiracy, ii. fll, 212. Is ex- 
eoatedfib. 

Stewart, James, prior of St. Andrews, 
Is «pp6iBted to cany the. crown matrimo- 
nial to the daapbin ofiFraBoe, i. 134. See 
St. Andrews. 

, Esme, lord' Anbigne, his ar- 
rival in Sootland, ii. 58. See Anbigne. 

— — , Captain James, his character, 
ii, 59. Becomes a favourite of king JameR, 
ib. Aconses Morton. of the murder of the 
late king, 62. * Is created earl of Artao. 
See Arran. 

■ - Col. 'William, commander of 
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SI?' ‘“'■i* .'■«¥« Union of SooUtod «« Ennlond tl» 
fnm the Ro»t» oonopiroton, li. 81. odrutogos of, ii. Ml. * ’ 

Seizes tbe earl of Gowrie, 88. 

St<.wiirt,Frtiioi,, . rooted oarl of Both- Wali.c, oir Wi»in«, btnd, 

well, II. IbO. JoioB in > treoMBiblo Borted the libeitTof hU oonolrj. i. 10 

inmh InrJa ik a . . ** * -J'. 


WaluDgliaiBg secretary to qaecn SUza- 
l^tb, sent ambassador to kiog James VI., 
iio 84'. Retams witboot saoeess, ib. 
Makes a favoarable report to ber con- 
cerning James, ib. Interposes in favour 
of queen Mary, 98. Discovers Babing- 
ton’a oonspiraoj, 118. Wby a deter- 
mined and inveterate enemy to queen 


.correspondence with tbe popish lords, ib. 

See Bothwell. 

, all of that name combine in 

opposing tbeobanoellor,ii. 173. 

Stirling, seized by tbe reformers, i. l5l. 

A iiarliament there by the king's party, ii. 

17. Is snrpiised by tbe qneen’s adbe- 

rents, and a great fray ensues, 18 . 

Strozzi, Leon, commands a body of Mary, 121. A letter from him," Append 
French sent into Sootland, i.94. Reduces dix, 401. , 

and demolishes the castle of St. Andrevrs, Warwick, esrl of, sneceedi Somerset 
95. See Franco. . in the government of England, i. 103. 

Succession, a remarkable statute oon- Westminster, the ooiiferenoes concern- 
ceming it, i. 96. , ing qneen Mary there, ii. 392. 

Superintendants proposed in the church Westmorland, earl of, attempts a re- 
of Scotland, i. 204. Their bnaineaa, ib. hellion in favour of qneen Mary, i. 41] . 

Sussex, earl of, one of the oommissioD- His scbemei discovered and defeated, 
ers to hear the cause between qneen 412, 413. He escapes to the Nether^ 
.Mary and her aoonsers,!. 386. Assembles lands, ib. 

a powerful army on the borders, U. 3. Witbom, tbe prior of, imprisoned for 
He and Scrope enter and ravage Scot- celebrating maaa, i. 246. 
land, 4. Willox, a minister, declares for resist- 

, anoe and deptiratiou of tyrannical rnlers, 
Tax upon land first proposed in Scot- i. 168. Is called to attend the qoeen- 
land, i. 124. dowager on ber death-bed, 187. 

Throkmorton, sir Nicholas, sent ambas- Wishart, George, bis illegal execution 
sador extraordinary from queen Elizabeth revenged, i. 91. 
to oppose queen (Mary’s roaniage with Witoberaft, vigorously prosecuted by 
Dariiley, i. 265. His interoessiou for king James VI. in Scotland, ii. 167. 
the exiled lords is much regarded, 281. Wotton,dean of Canterbury, employed 
His enmity to Cecil, ib. Is sent to ne- to negotiate i peace with France,!. 189. 

gotiate queen Mary’s liberation, 363. Is , Sir Edward, sent by queen 

refused aceesB to her by tbe confederates, Elizabeth into Scotland, ii. 109. His 
3.55. Some letters of his, Appendix, ii. character, ib. Soon gets into high favour 
351. 353, 354. 365.381. with king James, ib, Procures a league 

, Francis, is charged with* between tbe two kingdoms, ib. Under- 

B conspiracy against qneen Elizabeth,' ii. mines Arran’s power, 110. Forms a 
91. At first he denies, but afterward plot on king James, and forced to with- 
oonfesses it, ib. Reflections on his con- draw without taking leave, 111. 


fessioD, 92. Is executed, ib. 

Titchboiime designs toasSassioate queen 
Elizabeth, ii. 117. 

Treason, persons guilty of it, tried after 
their death by the law of Scotland, ii. 
212 . 

ViLMORT, a foreigner, made comp- 
troller of Scotland, i. 123. 


York, the conferences there eonoern- 
ing qneen Mary, 3B6. 

Zouctfs, lonl, sent ambassador by 
qneeo Elizabeth to remnnstrale against 
•V'aig James’s lenityto the popish lords, ii. 
177. Hit treachery on that occasion, ib. 
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